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Gathered at the Lee Library last week 
were about two score of young authors 
celebrating a summer season of reading 
and writing. 

The celebration included a raffle, Timo- 
thy Wenk magic show and distribution of 
rewards for a storywriting contest. Apple 
Tree Books of Lee sponsored the awards, 
and the Lee Kiwanis and library sponsored 
the celebration. 


“We had a lot of fun this year,” says li- 
brarian Nancy Masusco. “There were a lot 
of excellent stories. The judges had a hard 
time picking the winners.” 


The winning essays follow: 


“Close to the Sea” 


By Mellie Gilder 

Jo walked along humming slowly. It had 
seemed like summer would never come, but here 
it was, fresher and sweeter than she had ever 1mag- 
ined it. At last she could get outside and enjoy the 
beautiful island she lived on, hidden away from 
the all the world. 

Jo loved the birds and brilliant flowers of the 
island, but most of all she loved the water, crystal 
clear and enchanting. And the fish and rocks and 
coral. All these things drew her closer and closer 
to the island, lost in a blue-green heaven. 

Jo sat down ona rock and dangled her toc in the 
water. Then slipping on 4 scuba-diving suit she 
slid into the ocean. : ; : 

- When she got in the water she seemed to feel it 
flowing past her, bringing her into its very self, as if 
it were alive. E 

Jo slowly made her way toawrd the coral reef, 
looking with awe at all her shimmering surround- 

ngs. : : ; 

Suddenly all about her was a terrible thrashing 
‘ and foaming. Without thinking she dove down- 
ward. As she dove she saw a large gap in the coral. 
She dashed through and didn’t slow her pace until 
she had crawled up the beach. 
When Jo looked out to see the cause of her 
fright her face was immediately changed. : 
Out in the middle of the coral was a minky white 
calf. He-had easily swum over the reef when the 
tide was high; now the tide had gone down and the 
calf was stuck in this coral pen. 
Now the mother was trying to break the reef by 
bashing her majestic figure around its rough 


sides. Jo knew that in less than an hour she could | 


Reading class at Lee Library promotes creativily 


Cassandra Ward receives one of dozens of certificates given to students at the Lee 


Library summer reading program. 


could be dead. A couple of days later the calf 
would die of starvation. How could she let this 
happen? 

She couldn’t go for help because by the time she 
got back it would be too late. She would have to do 
it herself. 

Jo could see right away that trying to help the 
mother would be frutiless. Minkies are not the 
largest whales, but this one was large for a minky. 
Anyway, it would be hard to help a small one if it 
was thrashing about in the water. 

No, it would not be easy, but she would have to 
help the calf get out of his pen of coral. It had oc- 
curred to her that the coral wasn’t going to disap- 
pear just because she was helping him. She would 
have to find a hole in the coral. 

Suddenly, she thought of the hole she had 
swum in through. It was quite large and she knew 
the calf would fit through. 

Jo slid back in the water. Without hesitation 
she swam toward the calf who was trying desper- 
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hearts of all who listened. 


ately to get out. She could see it was not going to be 
easy rounding up a whale. 

Bubbles rose around Jo as she got closer to the 
calf. Suddenly, his tail swept past her, knocking 
her to the side. Jo got up next to his flank and 
nudged him. He shot forward and she followed as 
fast as she knew how. 

He passed the ho!e and Jo pursued him. She 
turned him slowly and urged him back toward the 
hole. They were almost there when the calf dived 
straight down with Jo hanging on to his tail. 

Bright colors whizzed by and then they were at 
the surface again. She began to herd him toward 
the hole. Finally he swam through. 

Je climbed onto the shore panting. She pulled 
off her mask and watched the sun shimmer on the 
whales’ wet backs; then their tails rose as they 
went for a dive. 

Jo sighed as she walked home. She knew that 
she would never be that close to a whale again, but 
she would always feel that close to the sea. 


_| “Morning Comes” 


By Nicole G. Brown / 

The warm yellow sun crept over the mountain, 
| burning with majestic splendor. Creatures of the 
- forest stirred, awakened by sunbeams drifting 
through the treetops. A melody of birdsong 
danced its way through the meadow and into the 


A shrill whinny of hunger broke the morning's 
magic. An impatient stallion paced his pasture. 
His chestnut coat was aflame with golden sun- 


were donned in an instant. 


and sucked contentedly. 


She grinned back happily. 


call him Red Gold.” 


\ light. Suddenly his ears pricked up. Someone was 
at the gate, breakfast had come. 


Judy awoke to Ma’s mealtime clatter. She 
yawned and wiggled her toes beneath the bed- 
clothes. The pleasing aroma of buttermilk pan- 
cakes, coffee, toast, eggs and bacon flooded the 
room. Judy sniffed appreciatively, pushed off the 
blankets and rolled out of bed. Hurridly, she 
slipped into overalls and a plaid shirt. Sneakers 


Quickly but quietly, she opened wide her win- 
dow and crawled out to behold the fiery horizon of 
early morn. The girl raced through the barnyard 
to the mare’s stall. Inside the barn, everything was 
still and silent. Expectation was in the air. 

Judy slid open the stall door and gasped. By the 
mare lay a beautiful tiny colt. He was the very im- 
age of his sire -- chestnut, defiant, proudly stand- 
ing on his four spindly legs. The little one’s fond 
mother watched him with eyes of adoration and 
love. He uttered a small but demanding cry. The 
colt turned toward his mother, found her milk, 


Astifled cough herded Judy back to reality. She 
looked up to see her parents smiling down at her. 


“Red Gold,” she said in a hushed voice. “I will 
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By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Lee Police said yesterday 
they are investigating the abduction 


and rape of a young woman near ° 


October Mountain State Forest on 
Wednesday evening. 

Police said the woman reported 
the incident yesterday and was 
taken for medical attention. 

She told police she was walking 
along East Street near the Paul 
Drive intersection at about 6 p.m. 
Wednesday when a car stopped be- 
hind her. A man emerged and forced 
her into the back seat, she said. The 
woman was driven to an isolated 
area off Woodland Road, where she 
was raped, police said 


Wore ski mask 


The man was described as heavy- 
set, weighing around 300 pounds. He 
was completely dressed in black, 
including high-top black sneakers, 
black pants and shirt, and a black 
ski mask over his face, police said. 
The woman said she thought he was 
Caucasian, but was not certain. 

No weapon was displayed. 

His car was described a blue, four- 
door Dodge Spirit with New York 
license plates. 

Police said the woman, whose age 
was not released, was held against 
her will for 45 to 50 minutes and was 
dropped off at an area about a half- 
mile from where she was abducted. 


Nightclub propose 
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for South Lee; 


Locker Room lease still not received 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The owner of a Lanesboro night 
spot wants to open up a new club in South 
Lee. 

Alan Deutsch, the owner of Coasters, 
wants to open his second business in South 
Lee in a commercial building at the inter- 
section of Route 102 and Pleasant Street. 
The site has been intermittently vacant, 
having housed several different businesses 
over the years. 

Deutsch submitted an alcoholic beverage 
license application to the Selectmen last 
night, and told them Coasters “is a differ- 
ent kind of nightclub” that attracts “an 


/ older crowd” with ’50s and ’60s dance mu- 
' sic. The club would be open Thursday, 


Friday and Saturday nights, he said. 

Deutsch said that he has a lease agree- 
ment with the property owner but that the 
contract is contingent on the board’s ap- 
proval of the liquor license. 

However, the Selectmen said that a 
nightclub might require a special permit to 
operate and that they would consult first 
with the town’s lawyer to be sure. They 


said they would have a response for 
Deutsch on Monday. 

Apparently the board wants to make sure 
proper procedures are followed, as a result 
of continuing troubles with the Locker 
Room sports bar on Main Street. 

Last night the bar owners again failed to 
deliver a copy of a lease agreement be- 
tween themselves and owners of a parking 
lot across the street. 

The lease — which the Selectmen want 
to see in order to be satisfied about suffi- 
cient parking for the bar — was due in the 
Selectmen’s office on July 31. Each week 
since, no lease has been delivered. 


Situation ‘getting ridiculous’ 


Last night was no exception, and the 
board agreed that the situation is “getting 
ridiculous.” 

Selectmen Chairman Diane P. Roosa in- 
structed secretary Carol Marino to send 
another letter to the Locker Room owners, 
telling them “they won’t get another op- 
portunity. They’ve had ample time.” 

In another matter, the Selectmen re- 
ceived a letter from Shirley A. Deschenes 


of Pittsfield, who wrote to lodge a com- 
plaint against the Summertimes bar and 
restaurant. Hers was the second such 
complaint in as many weeks regarding the 
establishment. 

She wrote to state that a-friend called 
her at 2:15 a.m. on Friday after drinking at 
the bar and attempting to drive. She said 
she drove to Lee to pick him up, and found 
him extremely intoxicated. She wrote that 
he had been drinking after hours at Sum- 
mertimes. 

A similar complaint was received last 
week involving a different patron. 

The Selectmen scheduled a hearing for 
next Monday night involving Glen Larson, 
owner of Summertimes. 


Grant awarded 


In other business last night, Town Ad- 
ministrator Frank Abbondanzio told the 
Selectmen that the Massachusetts Land 
Bank has awarded the town $28,500 to pay 
for pre-development costs related to the 
industrial park property on Route 102. 

The money will pay for a hazardous 
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Four firms eyeing 
Hodgkins reports <7 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — State Rep. Christopher’ J. 
Hodgkins said yesterday that four dif- 
ferent parties have talked to him about 
purchasing the Westfield River Paper 
€o.’s Forest Street mill. 

- However, the Tri-Town Health De- 
partment has ordered the property 
owner, Simkins Industries of New Ha- 
yen, Conn., to conduct an environmental 
eleanup of the site, a job that could 
delay a potential sale, Hodgkins told a 
meeting of local business peopie at the 
Lee Library yesterday. 

. Hodgkins later said that one of the 
interested parties is a local paper com- 
pany, another is a manufacturer of re- 
cyclable paper, a third purchases and 
converts old mills, and the fourth is a 
national broker. 

* James Galvin, vice president of fi- 
nance for Simkins Industries, said ina 
telephone interview yesterday that there 


sue Talses 
mill 

4, 

4a 

have been inquiries but no <7 f5 A 


Lee property, which includes the mill, 
equipment and power plant. 

“There have been a lot of people | 
around, but we haven’t negotiated with 
anyone,” said Galvin, who expressed 
annoyance with Hodgkins’ comments 
about the property and the site cleanup. 

The cleanup, he said, is under way | 


and shouldn’t be a stumbling block for 
potential buyers. 

“Why doesn’t he sell the mill?” Galvin 
said shortly, referring to Hodgkins’ ap- 
parent knowledge of potential buyers. 

Galvin said there have been “numer- | 
ous calls” in response to advertisements | 
in trade publications. Interested people 
are being shown the property by officials | 
from the Westfield River Paper Co.’s 
Russell mill. If anyone is seriously in- 
terested, they are to submit an offer in 
writing to Galvin at Simkins, but no such 


MILL, continued on B4 
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waste assessment, appraisal costs, 
| engineering and updating the 
feasibility study, said Ab- 
| bondanzio. 
» The board also received a letter 
| from James P. Gaddis of Lee in- 
dicating his interest in establish- 
ing a youth center that would 
provide a variety of recreational 
activities. The center would be 
|. developed in conjunction with 
. Jane Mellman, a Stockbridge art- 
ist, he said. 
| The Selectmen indicated their 
’ support and praised Gaddis for 
his efforts. 
“The board members heard a 
eomplaint from Joseph Cast- 
Fronova, who confronted them 
With what he said was a violation 
of his civil rights. Castronova said 
he was “cut off’ from speaking at 
last week’s Selectmen’s meeting, 
while others spoke at length. 
| Castronova demanded the 
| board’s apology but did not get it. 


Paper mill 
draws interest, 


Hodgkins says 


offers have surfaced, Galvin said. 
He would not disclose the ask- 
ing price for the property. 

“If Mr. Hodgkins knows a 
buyer, I suggest he refer them to 
me,” Galvin said. “This is the 

same guy that called us an ob- 
| noxious company.” 

Hodgkins has had bitter words 
for the company, which shut 
down the mill last February and 
laid off 62 people, giving them a 
maximum of two weeks’ sever- 
ance pay. 

Peter Kolodziej, director. of the 
Tri-Town Health Department, 
could not be reached yesterday to 
comment on the status of the 
cleanup of the Forest Street mill. 
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Ss owners Voice 


concerns about recession, regulation 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — U.S. Rep. John Olver 
got an earful of worries yesterday 
when he met with Lee business 
owners at the Lee Library. 

People expressed concerns 
about everything from a local 
smoking ban to the town’s hospi- 
tality tax to the high cost of 
health insurance, but the common 
thread was that every business 
owner is struggling in the stub- 
born recession: 

“I don’t believe in any sense 
we’re at the bottom,” said Mary 
K. Bradbury, president of the Lee 
Chamber of Conimerce. 

Businesses are holding on, 
scraping by, on the hope and ex- 
pectation that an end is in sight. 

Olver replied, however, that at 


this point, he can make no pre- 
dictions about a rosy future. 

“It’s almost four years now that 
we’ve been in this recession,” 
said Olver, D-Amherst. “And 
there are indicators we haven’t 
seen the bottom.” 

Responding to business owners’ 
concerns about state and local 
taxes and other burdens, Olver 
said, “One should be careful not 
to add burdens in an already 
desperate situation.” 


Federal deficit 


Olver said the federal govern- 
ment is financially strapped with 
a massive deficit and debt that 
prevent many of the financial 
expenditures that would aid cit- 
ies, towns and small businessess 
seeking to expand their job and 
infrastructure base. ; 

The best source of financial 
help for the community could be 
a revolving loan fund adminis- 
tered by the local Community 
Development Corp., said Olver. 

Business owners relayed stories 
of layoffs, retroactive unemploy- 
ment taxes, difficulty in obtaining 
commercial loans, the woes of the 
capital gains tax and the escalat- 
ing cost of health insurance. 

Daniel Sulliyan, owner of the 
Pumpkin Patch quilt business, 
said the cost of his family health 
insurance has gone from $230 per 
month to $500 per month. 

“We could not possibly hire 
anyone and pay a family insur- 


wielding a knife, police said. 


Court. 
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Weapon, assault charges 
result from Lee fracas 


LEE — A fracas on Main Street early Tuesday morning led to 
the arrest of two people, one of them an intoxicated man 


‘We’re a big 
industry and we 
get overlooked. We 
have no big voice 
speaking for us.’ 


ance rate,” he said. 

Olver said that if President 
Bush is defeated in the fall elec- 
tion, “there will be a national 
health care program within a 
year.” 


Sullivan also questioned 
China’s most-favored-nation trade 
status, which is undermining 
American quilt makers. American 
quilt patterns are being exported 
for production in China. The 
quilts are then imported at prices 
far below those of American 
quilters. 


Olver replied that he strongly 
opposes the concessions the U.S. 
government allows China, without 
any conditions attached regarding 
human rights in that country. 

“There isn’t a more repressive 
government in the world than 
China,” he said. 


Daniel Hunter, whose family 
owns Diesel Dan’s truck stop, 
said his concerns about a smok- 
ing ban in restaurants went un- 
heeded by the local Tri-Town 


They said the 12:50 a.m. incident began when a patron at the 
Locker Room was told he couldn’t drink any more and became 
abusive to the bartender. Police received a call to go the bar, 
but in the meantime the man.was ordered out of the bar. He 
ended up near the fire station, where he was being disruptive. 

When police arrived, they said, Eugenio B. Costanza, 26, of 
Main Street was swinging a knife and starting fights with 
people. After police got him to the ground and restrained him, 
a second man, Bruce Reynolds, 22, of Pleasant Street, struck 
him. Reynolds had earlier confronted Costanza at the bar. 

Costanza was charged with two counts of assault with a 
dangerous weapon, disorderly conduct, disturbing the peace 
and possessing a dangerous weapon. He was taken into protec- 
tive custody and was arraigned in court Tuesday morning. 

Reynolds, who was charged with assault and battery, is 
scheduled for arraignment ee, Great Barrington District 


borg ~ 


Board of Health, which voted 7-0 
to implement a smoking ban in 
restaurants starting Sept. 1. 

“I can’t believe the pressure 
and the beatings we take from the 
town,” said Hunter, referring to 
the new smoking policy and the 4 
percent local tax on hotels and 
motels. 

Regarding the smoking ban, 
Hunter said he felt he was ig- 
nored. 

“T felt I wasn’t listened to,” said 
Hunter. “I don’t need anything 
that can hurt me in these bad 
times.... They’re making the 
wrong decisions. They need to 
look at ways to help, help, help 
us,” 


Hotel tax blamed 


George Kish, owner of Black 
Swan Inn, blamed the 4 percent 
tax for a 12 percent decline in his 
occupancy rate. Olver questioned 
whether the decline might be 
partly due to the recession. 

State Rep. Christopher J. 
Hodgkins, D-Lee, said that tour- 
ists are spending less money on 
lodging because of the recession. 

While there was considerable 
discussion about the area’s large 
paper mills as sources of em- 
ployment, Sullivan said the many 
small businesses in the area 
should receive equal attention. 

“We're a big industry and we 
get overlooked,” he said. “We 
have no big voice speaking for 
us.” 


Vv 
By Ellen G. Lahr uN 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 

LEE — O’Neill’s Cleaning Co. 
the incumbent cleaning contrac- 
tor for Town Hall, submitted the 
lowest bid for the job again this 
year, but proprietor Charlie 
O'Neill isn’t welcome to tidy up 
the offices of the Lee Police De- 
partment. 

In a note to the Department of 
Public Works — which awarded 
the cleaning bid to O'Neill on 
Monday night — Police Chief 
Edward J. Finnegan stated that 
“if there’s no change in compa- 
nies, the Police Department will 
have to be cleaned by a different 
outfit.” 

Finnegan also wrote that “I 
have overheard many people, 
both taxpayers and workers, 
complain about the cleanliness of 
Town Hall.” 

Finnegan informed the DPW 
superintendent that he would 
have no problem allowing access 
to any of the other three compa- 
nies that bid on the project. 

O'Neill, a ringleader in the on- 
going scrutiny of Lee town gov- 
ernment, is perhaps the police 
chiefs most outspoken critic in 
town. 


‘Witch hunt’ 


After the Board of Public Works 
and O’Neill argued for some time | 
over what O’Neill said was a 
“witch hunt” against him, the 
Board of Public Works neverthe- 
less voted 3-0 to grant the bid to 
O’Neill’s company, at a cost of 
$12,220. Several board members 
were absent. 

There were several unsigned 
notes left in O’Neill’s personnel 
file, in which the writers com- 
plained of some inadequacies in 
O’Neill’s cleaning services. 

In one, the writer complained 
that the former courtroom wasn’t 
cleaned promptly; another main- 
tained that the overhead light 
fixtures weren’t cleaned; another 
note said there were fern leaves 
and dead flies found on the floor 
of the assessor’s office. 

And in an Aug. 24 note from 
DPW Superintendent J. Peter 
Scolforo, Finnegan was asked to 
indicate if he had any problem 
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Lee police chief bars O'Neill 


ning polic 


There were four bids for the 
job, one of which was disqualified 
because the company didn’t in- 
clude an estimate for window 
cleaning. 

The other three bids were: 
R.J.K. Janitorial, which bid 
$15,800 plus snow removal and 
window cleaning; Southern 
Berkshire Janitorial, $16,300 plus 


“snow removal and window clean- 


ing; and O’Neill’s, which was 
$12,200 plus snow removal and 
window cleaning. 

O'Neill said he has never re- 
ceived any complaints about his 
work — other than minor ones — 
from Scolforo or anyone else in 


e station 


ward is going on, and that he’s 
generally unfamiliar with what 
passed among Scolforo, Finnegan 
and O’Neill regarding the clean- 
ing services. He and the other 
board members agreed that un- 
signed notes should be disre- 
garded. 


O’Neill said the reason he 
doesn’t clean the Police Depart- 
ment is because of “personali- 
ties.” 

Finnegan, contacted yesterday, 
said the decision to ban O'Neill 
from his office was his alone. 


“J don’t want him in there,” 
said Finnegan. 


Town Hall. 
Piacquadio said nothing unto- 


By Suzanne King 


LEE — Joseph Castronova, 
founder of the Berkshire Alliance 
for Open Government, demanded 
an apology from Selectmen at their 
Aug. 24 meeting, saying Board 
Chairman Diane Roosa had vio- 
lated his civil rights by not letting 
him speak at a previous meeting. 

“I will not be intimidated,” 
Castronova told board members. 
“You will not violate my civil rights. 
Iam not threatening, lam promis- 
ing.” 

Castronova said Roosa should 

} not have called him out of order at 
the end of the Aug. 17 selectmen’s 
_meeting when he questioned the 
~ Board’s handling of the Locker 
Room Sports Bar situation. 


with anv of the four bidding con- 
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. Hunting cons! 924 


. offered by state 
. at Lee High 


Asked why, he replied, “I have 
my own personal reasons.” 


R Bias F a 
Open Government Advocate Seeks Apology 
From Lee Selectman for'Violation' of Rights 


“After you called me out of or- 
der,” Castronova said, “Mr. 
(Charles) O’Neil went on for four 
and a half minutes in dialogue 
(about the bar) with Mr. (Martin) 
Deely, (a selectman).” 

Roosa told Castronova at the 
Aug. 17 meeting that the Locker 
Room issue would be discussed 
the following week, but 
Castronova continued to talk 
about theissue. When Roosa asked 
again that the issue be put off 
until the next week, Castronova 
yelled at Roosa. 

In response to Castronova’s 
allegations, Roosa said she did not 
think his civil rights had been 
violated. 

“T don’t think it was the pur- 
pose of this board to intimidate 


2nd Complaint Made 


anyone,” she said. 

Castronova said the Locker 
Room situation would “haunt” the 
board until it is resolved. 

“You are the leaders of this 
town,” Castronova told the board. 
“You people have to provide lead- 
ership and respect people whocome 
before this board.” 

Castronova did not exactly get 
the apology he asked for. 

“I am glad to have your viewson 
what ever subject you want to 
discuss,” Deely told him. 

In other business, Selectmen 
said they had received another 
letter from Attorney Dennis 
Downing, who is representing the 
town in acase involving the Locker 
Room, but had not had time to 
read it. They agreed to take it 
under advisement until next week. 

Selectmen are still waiting to 
see a lease agreement between the 


‘ owners of the Locker Room and 


owners ofa parking lot across from 
the bar. The bar owners have said 
they will rent the lot in order to 


ack * fulfill legal parking requirements. 
| Against Summertimes Selectmen have been waiting to 
LEE — Selectmen sive | see a copy of the lease and an 


approved parking plan for the bar 


LEE — The state Division of 
Law Enforcement has announced 
that M. James Show will instruct 
a basic hunter education course 
in September at Lee High School. 

The course, which is free to the 
public, will be taught Sept. 14, 16, 
21, 24 and 28, from 6:30 to 9:30 p.m. 

Adults, as well as younger men 
and women, can enroll. A state 
hunter education certificate will 
be given to course graduates over 

, the age of 14. In order to receive 
a certificate, students must attend 


every session. 


Youths age 10-14 who attend 
may request a letter of comple- 
tion to meet out-of-state licensing 


requirements. Parental 


permis- 


sion is required for all students 


under the age of 18. 
The state certificates allow 


teen-agers 15 to 18 to hunt alone 


on their first Massachusetts 
hunting license and usually are 
required for adults and minors to 
purchase a hunting license from 
other states and from Canadian 
provinces. . 

- More information may be ob- 

tained by calling the program of- 

fice at 508-792-7434. 


——E in 


another complaint against the } 


Summertimes bar and restaurant 
at their Aug. 24 meeting. 

A letter from Shirley A. 
Deschenes of Pittsfield alleged that 
Glen Larson, owner of the Housa- 
tonic Street bar sold liquor after 
hours. The complaintis the second: 
against the bar in two weeks. — 

Deschenes wrote that an in- 
toxicated friend called her at 2: 15’ 
a.m. on Aug. 21 after she had at- 
tempted to drive home from! 
Summertimes where she had been‘ 
drinking after hours. 

At their Aug. 17 meeting, Se- 
lectmen received a letter from! 
Robert F. Conklin, a Pittsfield! 
police officer, who also allegedly’ 
found a friend drinking at the bar 
after hours. The Selectmen 
scheduled a hearing for Aug. 31, at! 
which time they will confront’ 
Larson about the alleged liquor’ 
license violations. 


Recand P| 9 bo 


since July 31, which they set as 
the final deadline for the bar to 
resolve its parking situation. 

Deely said it was “just ridicu- 
lous” that the lease had not been 
presented to the board. 

| Roosa said the bar will not get 
| another opportunity if they do not 
|bring the lease to the Aug. 31 
\Selectmen’s meeting. 

“They will not get another op- 

\portunity,” Roosa said. “They have 
had more than enough.” 
’ Selectmen also said there would 
'be no more extensions after the 
July 31 deadline. 

The bar, which opened in June 
1991, has been operating under a 

| temporary certificate ofoccupancy 
| and mustresolve the parkingissue 
| before a permanent certificate will’ 
| be granted. 

The bar is the center of a long 
legal dispute thatinvolves the town 
and Marguerite Tristany, whose 
parents live in the house next to 
the bar, which they used to own. 
Tristany is suing the town for al- 
legedly not enforcing its own by- 
laws. 
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Lee football players show the effect of practicing in the hot weather. 


Wildcats Rev Up for Tough Season 


Six Lenox Millionaires Among 42 Reporting to Training Camp 


LEE—The Lee High Wild- 
cats, who went 5-4 in 1991, 
opened their preseason training 
camp of a rainy, muggy late af- 
ternoon on August 25. Seven year 
veteran Head Coach Mike 


Salinetti likes what he sees - 


among the 42 players who came 
out for the first of three days of 
double-session non-contact 
practices before donning helmets 
on August 28. 

' “The kids worked hard over 
the summer,” said Salinetti. 
Those trying out included six 
players from the Lenox School 
system who became eligible to 
play due to a ruling by the Mas- 
sachusetts Interscholastic Ath- 
letic Association on August 19. 
Lenox currently lacks a high 
school football program. 

Salinetti has three assistants 
this season. Tim Shepardson, will 
work with the backfield and line- 
backers, John Farina will coach 
the linemen, and Steve Consolati 
will instruct the quarterbacks 
and defensive secondary. 

The first day of practice 
stressed stretching and running 
form. Salinetti pointed to his 
team’s overall speed and experi- 
ence as the squad’s biggest as- 
sets. Senior Halfback J.D. Reber 
posted the fastest 40 yard dash 
of the day; Salinetti clocked him 
at 4.6. 

The Wildcats graduated five 
key players last year—Jake 
Naventi quarterback and defen- 
sive end; Tim Ashe an offensive 


1992 
Wildcat 
Football 


LAST YEAR: 
5-4 


OFFENSE: 
wish-bone, full-house 


PLAYERS TO WATCH 
Name Pos. Year 
Halfback, Jr. 
. Quarterback, Sr. 
Fullback, Sr. 
Halfback, Jr. 


Coach Mike Salinetti (seventh year): 
“The kids worked hard over the 
summer....We have a mix of seniors 
and younger players.” 


and defensive tackle; Tim 
Shepardson split end and defen- 
sive back; Jason Vaninetti, 
guard; and Todd Gailes, defen- 
sive back. Once again Lee’s out- 
standing developmental pro- 
grams to the rescue. Last year’s 
Junior Varsity went undefeated 
and this year’s sophomores and 
juniors were members of back- 
to-back PeeWee and Junior 
Football Berkshire County 
Championship teams for Lee. 
“We have a mix of seniors and 
younger players. Some of the 
younger players made All-Kosier 
League last year,” said Salinetti. 

Offensively no big changes for 
the Wildcats this season. 
Salinetti said Lee will work out 


of either the wish-bone or full- 
house formation and play a run 
and shoot game. On defensive 
the Wildcats will put either four 
or five men up on the line de- 
pending on.the opponent. 

Salinetti said he was looking 
for big things out of this year’s 
backfield which includes Reber, 
Junior Halfback Jamie 
Shepardson,and Senior Fullback 
Tony Porrini. While still tooearly 
in the season to be written in 
stone, Salinetti gave to theinside 
edge to Senior Jeff Puleri to 
quarterback the Wildcats. 
“There are several younger 
players who will challenge Jeff,” 
said Salinetti. Puleri’s arm is a 
cannon that allows 50 yard 
passing patterns to be a viable 
option for Lee this year. “I want 
to run some options this year 
coach,” said Puleri to Salinetti 
after the coach remarked on 
Puleri’s improved speed in the 
40. 

While there are some leading 
candidates, Salinetti said that 
at this point all positions are 
still open. The coach said that 
the players from Lenox have the 
added hurdle of learning a new 
system to overcome. “We are 
happy to see that we didn’t take 
away from Lenox’s soccer pro- 
gram,” said Salinetti. “That was 
the league’s major concern.” 

While the Wildcats currently 
lack captains, Salinetti said he 
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Wildcats Rev 
Up for Season 


Continued from B1 
expected the team to elect them by 

| September 4. 

Looking ahead to the season, 
Salinetti said that mental tough- 
ness would be the difference be- 

| tween a great and mediocre year. A) 

| “We can not get down no matter 
what the score is,” said Salinetti. —~ 
He added that he hoped to mini- \, 
mize mental mistakes which in- 
cludes turnovers. “They were a2-—~ 
problem last year,” said Salinetti. 5 

While Salinetti believes that the 
league is wide open this year, he 
acknowledges that perennial 
powerhouses St. Joseph’s, Monu- 
ment Mountain, and Mount 
Greylock will be tough. Lee opens 
it season under the lights at 
St.Joe’s on Friday, September 18. 
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(The Wildcats assistant coaches bring a wealth of experience. Left to 
right: John Farina, Steve Consolati and Tim Shepardson . 


| Lee 's Head Coach Mike Salenetti 
is pleased with his team's speed. 
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~ Berkshires Aging Population 
Strains Nursing Home Care 
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By Suzanne King 
LEE — Mae Brown likes hav- 


_ ing some routine in her life. 


“It gives me alittle bit of mental 
stability,” she explained. 

Mae gets up early most morn- 
ings, has her breakfast and then 
gets some work done before driv- 
ing to Lee to have lunch with her 
brother, Monacue Hygh. They 
spend most afternoons together, 
until around 4:30, when Mae heads 
home. 4 

Mae has a tailoring and alter- 
ations business in Great Bar- 
rington. Monacue is a resident of 
the Berkshire Hills North Nurs- 
ing Home in Lee. 

Fora year and a half now, Mae, 
78, a retired home economics 
teacher, has spent virtually every 
afternoon with her 83-year-old 
brother at the nursing home. 

“[read with him, pray with him, 
feed him, talk to him,” Mae said. 


“When | feel like he’s cheered, then 


_ Tl go home.” 


The decision to place her brother 
in anursing home was not an easy 
one. 

“It was devastating in many 
ways,” Mae said, “but by the same 
token, I was delighted to find a 
nursinghome thatcouldand would 
take him.” 

After Monacue’s stroke, he lived 
at home with his wife, then at 
Mae’s house, and then, for 16 
months, at a hospital. Ten years 
passed before he went to Berkshire 
Hills. 

When Mae finally decided to 
send her brother to the nursing 
home, she had no other option. 

“What can he do? He can’t stay 
with me,” Mae said. “As bad as it 
is, it’s a relief for me to be able to 
see that he is getting the best care 
he can.” 


4 
n\ 


i 
8 
S 


‘ 


Continued on A1l0 


Aging Population Places Strains on Area Nursing Homes 


Continued from Al 


Mae’s decision to send her 
brother to a nursing home is one 
many Americans will have to rmake. 
According to the Massachusetts 
Federation of Nursing Homes, 43 
percent of all Americans between 
the ages of 65 and 85 will need 
institutional long term care. That 
numberis 25 percent for Americans 
aged 85 and over. 

As the elderly population grows, 
so will the need for nursing homes. 
According to the MFNH, the 
number of people over 65 in Mas- 
sachusetts went up by 14 percent 
between 1980 and 1990. The over- 
85 population grew by 25 percent. 

As a result, local nursing home 
administrators say their beds are 
full. Even though statewide, the 
MENH reported a two percent de- 
cline in the nursing home popula- 
tion, most of the 19 Berkshire 
County nursing homes are full, 
and local hospitals have patients 
waiting to be transferred to nurs- 
ing homes. 

Senator Jane M. Swift, R-North 
Adams, said there is a “severe 
shortage” of nursing home beds in 
Berkshire County. She called the 
Public Health Department's pro- 
cess for allocating nursing home 
beds around the state, “a Boston 
process” that needs to be more 
flexible. 

Andrew Lavene, who heads the 
Health Department’s Determina- 
tion of Need Office, said there is a 
hold on bed licensing in the state 
until May 1993 when a study to 
determine future bed needs will be 
complete. 

Lavene said the study will look 
at geographic areas so if a bed 
shortage exists in Berkshire 
County, it will be considered. The 
current system uniformly assigns 
35.4 beds to every 1,000 people, 
regardless of demographics. 

The growing elderly population 
and the short supply of nursing 
home beds, however, is only one 
factor involved in the complicated 
issue of long-term care, which also 
involves shrinking Medicaid funds 
and rising patient care costs. 

As the Weld administration tries 
to trim Medicaid spending by 
tightening nursing home admis- 
sion standards, advocates for the 
elderly claim care will suffer. 
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'This is not a business where you can cut costs,” 
If you don’t have enough money, you borrow or 


find a way.' 


_—PAUL CHERNOV, 


owner of the Berkshire Hills North Nursing Home. 
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Of the 55,000 Massachusetts 
citizens under nursing home care, 
75 percent pay their bills with 
Medicaid, health insurance thatis 
both state and federally funded. 

According to Charles Baker, the 
state Undersecretary of Health, 
the Medicaid budget was getting 
out of hand under the Dukakis 
administration. Between 1987 and 
1991, he said, Medicaid spending 
rose by 21 percent each year. The 
first year Gov. William Weld took 
office, Baker said Medicaid 
spending only went up by eight 
percent. 

“Anything that grows at five, 
six, seven, eight times the rate of 
inflation, cannot be sustained 
without gobbling up the rest of 
state government,” Baker said. 

To cut the Medicaid budget 
Weld went to the area taking the , 
biggest chunk of Medicaid money: 
long-term care. According to Sha- 
ron Gillis, Executive Assistant to 
the Deputy Commissioner of the 
Department of Public Welfare, one 
third, or $1 billion dollars, of state: 
Medicaid money goes toward long- 
termcare mostly in nursing homes. 

Tightening admission criteria 
for Medicaid patients means pa- 
tients have to be sicker before be- 
ing admitted to a nursing home. 
Five years ago, a family might 
have chosen to place an elderly 
relative in a nursing home for so- 
cial reasons, now the patient must 
be unable to live on his own. 

“It has become more difficult 
for a client to enter a nursing 
home,” said Joanne Harrington, 
Home Health Supervisor at the 
Executive Office of Elderly Affairs. 
“People who think they can get 
right in to a nursing home are 
mistaken.” 

The restrictions only apply to 
Medicaid patients, but with the 
cost of nursing home care as high 
as $60,000 a year, even people 
paying privately, will most likely 
end up on Medicaid. 

Care providers argue that the 


payments for Medicaid patients 
were tenuous at best under the old 
admission criteria, and Weld’s plan 
to limit care to the sickest in the 
elderly population has forced them 
to stretch government payments 
even farther. 

“This is not a business where 
you can cut costs,” said Paul 
Chernov, owner of the Berkshire 
Hills North Nursing Home. “Ifyou 
don’t have enough money, you 
borrow or find a way.” 

Chernov said Medicaid pay- 
ments are not only too small to 
cover the cost of what he is actu- 


ally paying for his Medicaid, but 


government payments are coming 
very slowly— somtimes taking 90 
days for settlement. Chernov also 
claims that the state owes him 


$300,000 from 1990. 

“It’s alegitimate debt,” Chernov 
said. “I’ve paid for all that. Like 
any business I need to get paid 
what’s owed to me.” 

Medicaid payments, assigned 
based on the patient’s condition 
and the location of the nursing 
home, run between $60 and$170 a 
day. 

Sandra Cunningham, supervi- 
sor of the Berkshire County Long 
Term Care Ombudsman Program, 
agreed that certain aspects of the 
state program need to be investi- 
gated. 

“The state sets minimum re- 
quirements for staff need,” 
Cunningham said. “Those stan- 
dards were set many years ago 
and now the population is much 
more frail and requires a lot more 
attention.” 

Besides tightening admission 
standards for Medicaid patients, 
the Weld administration has also 
proposed increasing funding for 
home-based care. 

This article is the first in a se- 
ries. 
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Craig F. Walker / Befkshire Eagle Staff 


David Rauch of Tyringham takes a nap after reading The Berkshire Eagle earlier this week 


at the Lee Library. 


Truck stop 
readies for 
regulations 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The owners of Diesel 
Dan’s truck stop are bracing for 
the worst-case scenario when 
strict new smoking regulations 
take effect tomorrow in Lee, 
Lenox and Stockbridge. 

“If a trucker gets upset in the 
restaurant and doesn’t come 
back to buy fuel, I’m out of 
luck,” said manager Daniel M. 
Hunter, whose family owns and 
operates the truck stop near the 
Massachusetts Turnpike inter- 
change. “This may cause us to 
sell less fuel at the islands.” 

Hunter has launched the most 
vocal opposition to the new 
smoking regulations, based on a 
survey he did that showed that 
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No-smoking rules don’t sit well 


Photos by Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle photographer 


Dusty Slentz of Geneva, N.Y., at left in top photo, and Bradford Boyles 
of Milwaukee, Wis., above, are not happy about the new smoking 
regulations that start tomorrow. 


| No-smoking rules 
start tomorrow 
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more than 70 percent of the res- 
taurant customers surveyed are 
smokers. Of those, 33 percent said 
they won’t come back if they can’t 
smoke. That means they don’t buy 
fuel at the pumps, said Hunter, 
and fuel is the backbone of the 
business. 

Most restaurant customers are 
truckers who also spend, on av- 
erage, $100 on diesel fuel, said 
Hunter. 

In July the Tri-Town Health 
Department adopted the new 
smoking regulations banning 
smoking in public places and 
phasing in no-smoking regula- 
tions in restaurants. 

The local regulations exceed 
state laws by requiring all res- 
taurants to set aside 70 percent of 
seating for non-smokers. By July 
1994, 85 percent of seats must be 
smoke-free, and by July 1995, no 
smoking will be allowed in res- 
taurants. 

For Diesel Dan’s, the regula- 
tions mean that 84 of the 120 seats 
must be set aside for non- 
smokers. 

Since one room with 60 seats is 
already smoke-free, he’ll have to 
set aside another 24 in the smok- 
ing room, or else move more non- 


' smoking seats into the non- 


smoking room. Last night he said 
he hasn’t quite decided how it 
will all be handled. 

However, he said he expects 
some grumbling from the truckers 
tomorrow. 


Truckers’ side 


Last week, a couple of them 
expressed their opinions about 
the new regulation. 

Bradford Boyles, of Milwaukee, 
Wisc., having lunch at the counter 
last Thursday, said, “I don’t know 
why they. couldn’t just have two 
separate sections. I don’t think 
it’s going to go down too well ata 
truck stop.” 

Dusty Slentz of Geneva, N-Y., 
was pessimistic as well. 

“T think it’s a crock,” he said. 
“Tt will never work. Probably be a 
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he can’t smoke,” said Pomeroy, 


adding that he doesn’t envy the 


waitresses who'll have that job. 

He said truckers are decent; 
hardworking people, many of 
whom are regulars at Diese 
Dan’s. ms, 

“I waited on people in a su- 
permarket, and I’d much rather 
wait on truck drivers,” he said. 

Hunter said he asked the Board 
of Health to visit the restaurant 
to arrange a compromise, but he 
said he hasn’t heard from any 
board members. 

“That shows me their concern 
about this situation,” he said.“If 
the board could work with us we 
could come up with a solution.” 

Another local restaurant where 
smokers might encounter some 
new seating arrangements is Joe’s 
Diner, a small, busy restaurant in 
town. 

Owner Joe Sorrentino said he'll 
be happy to see an end to the tiffs 
between smokers and non- 
smokers. But he said the new 
regulations could hurt him, since 
a lot of customers like to have a 
cup of coffee and a cigarette at 
the counter. 

Last week he was still trying to 
figure out how to separate the 
seating. Smokers might have to sit 
at the end of the counter near the 
grill’s exhaust fan, he said. 

The Board of Health hasn’t en- 
countered much opposition from 
other restaurateurs, but those 
who complained expressed con- 
cern about any regulation that 
will hurt businesses already suf- 
fering in the recession. .- 


The regulations also prohibit 
the sale of cigarettes from vend- 
ing machines. The Health De- 
partment’s aim is to prevent the 
sale of cigarettes to minors. 

Western Massachusetts Vending 
Co., which provides vending ma- 
chines in Berkshire County, is 
challenging that provision in the 
regulations. 


In a letter to the Tri-Town 
Health Department, the com- 
pany’s lawyer, Edward J. La- 
Pointe of Pittsfield, stated that an 
alternative to banning the vend- 
ing machines is the installation of 
a lock-out device, for which cus- 
tomers must obtain access from 
store clerks. 


Permit needed 


The regulations also require 
stores that sell cigarettes to pur- 
chase a permit for $100 each year.’ 
For the last four months of this 
year the fee will be pro-rated to 
$33, said Tri-Town Sanitarian Pe- 
ter J. Kolodziej. 

Kolodziej said he doesn’t think 
Diesel Dan’s will suffer econom- 
ically. He encouraged Hunter to 
keep a detailed account of how ~ 
and if — the smoking regulations 
are affecting the business. 
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Castronova 
under fire 
for cracks 
about women 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Joseph Castronova’s 
periodic cracks about the status 
of women have gone too far, ac- 
cording Selectmen Chairman 
Diane P. Roosa. 

After his latest comment two 
weeks ago to the Selectmen’s new 
secretary, Roosa took action. She 
contacted Town Counsel Jerome 
Scully to find out if Castronova 
could be reprimanded somehow 
for his derogatory remarks. 

“J felt I was being harassed and 
that Carol [Marino] was being 
harassed, and I wanted to know if 
there was anything we could do,” 
Roosa said yesterday. a 

After a Selectmen’s meeting 
had adjourned two weeks ago, 
Marino asked Castronova to pick 
up some papers that fell from a 
book of meeting minutes he was 
reading, and asked that he re- 
place the book on the shelf. 

Castronova would not, and ac- 


‘ cording to witnesses, replied that, 


“You know what I think about 
women, their place is in the bed- 
room and the kitchen.” 


Says he was joking 


While Castronova insisted yes- 
terday he was only joking, as he 
often does with women, Marino 
said she was offended and em- 
barrassed by his remark. Roosa, 
who was nearby with a few other 
women, said yesterday she was 
“very offended.” 

“It’s got to be stopped,” Roosa 
said, relating several instances in 
which Castronova made similar 
remarks toward her and other 
women who have worked in Town 
Hall. 

Roosa acknowledges the con- 
tentious relationship between 
herself and Castronova, which 
she said goes back several years 
to when she challenged his con- 
duct as chairman of the Board of 
Public Works. Since then, she 
said, he has “worked very, very 
hard to get back at me.” 

Carol LePrevost, who is a dis- 
trict representative and chairman 
of the School Committee, said she 
too witnessed the incident with 
Marino and knew instantly that 
Castronova was joking. 

She said she was shocked that 
the remark would be taken’ seri- 
ously, and she was outraged that 
Roosa appeared to be trying to 
silence Castronova, the most out- 
spoken of critics. 


The incident fueled angry ac- 
cusations between town officials 
and a group of town residents at 
last night’s Selectmen’s meeting, 
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By Daniel 0. Bellow 
Berkshire Eagle Staff ~ 


STOCKBRIDGE — The Se- 
lectmen last night signed a 10- 
year contract for cable television 
service hammered out by four 
towns with Century Berkshire 
Cable Co. 

A few minutes later, the Lee 
Selectmen did the same. The Se- 
lectmen in Great Barrington are 
expected to sign tonight, and the 
- Lenox Selectmen next week. 

After months of negotiation, the 
four towns agreed to a 10-year 
contract that Century Berkshire 
lawyer Howard E. Horton said 
was a better deal than most towns 
get. 

Horton said that it is rare in 
rural areas for a cable company 
to agree to run a wire to all the 
houses in a town, as Century 
Berkshire has agreed to do by 
1995. 

Rate discounts will be offered 
to Medicaid recipients, and com- 
peting cable systems will not be 
shut out. They will be able to 
apply for a license from select- 
men. 


Questions from teachers 


Stockbridge Selectmen John A. 
Beacco and Mary V. Flynn, who 
are both teachers, asked many 
questions about the educational 
applications of cable television. 

“What I want to know,” said 
Flynn, “is how long before tele- 
vision replaces teachers.” 

Horton assured Flynn that no 
such thing would ever happen 
and that when every classroom in 
the four towns is wired for cable, 
with the high schools connected 
by a direct link, television would 
merely augment the educational 
tools available to teachers. 

Beacco said the $110,000 ear- 


marked for Community Television 
of Southern Berkshire should be 
controlled by the schools. 

Horton’s associate, William 
August, ‘said that while the 
schools and community cable are 
often closely linked, neither the 
schools nor the company nor the 
licensing authority — in this case 
the Selectmen — can dictate what 
their programming should consist 
of. On the other side of the coin, 
he said, they also can’t be held 
liable for anything that’s broad- 
cast. 


The Selectmen signed the con- 
tract without further ado. 


Farewell to Charbonneau 


Also last night, Beacco and 
Flynn bade a fond farewell to 
retiring Selectman Norman O, 
Charbonneau, presenting him 
with a yellow rubber duck 
swathed in gauze to symbolize his 
lame-duck status. A special elec- 
tion to replace him will be held 
Oct. 26. 

“T can’t wait to take my next 
bath,” Charbonneau said. He said 


en 


later he is not sure whether he 
will endorse any of his would-be 
successors, whose number is four 
and growing. 

Chairman Beacco reported that 
the Lenox Selectmen have agreed 
to support Stockbridge’s attempt 
to ban heavy trucks from Route 
183. Lenox Selectmen Chairman 
Joseph Henry Nolan,-in.a_ letter 
received yesterday, said his 
board agreed that it is a good 
idea to ban heavy trucks from the 
narrow, winding road that has 
several schools and _ residential 
areas. 

Beacco said the next step is to 
forward data to District 1 High- 
way Engineer Ross B. Dindio. 
Beacco says he hopes Dindio will 
recommend to his superiors in 
Boston that the ban be granted. 

Selectman Flynn said that 
there is a seat open on the town 
Arts Lottery Council, which over- 
sees the distribution of the town’s 
$1,200 yearly contribution to the 
arts. She urged all those inter- 
ested to submit a letter to the 
Selectmen. 
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Castronova comments 


Sunder attack in Lee 
2. LEE, from B1 


a meeting with a busy agenda, a 
crowded, hot meeting room and 
complaints that the Selectmen 
weren’t talking loud enough. At 
the end of the meeting, LePrevost 
asked Roosa about her conversa- 
ion with Scully regarding possi- 
ble sexual harassment by Cast- 


ronova. 
SL Roosa replied that the board is 


awaiting a response but that some 
guidelines are being prepared for 
the board. 

LePrevost said Castronova was 
only joking with Marino, and that 
Marino was laughing about it af- 
ter the meeting while 
Morgan House with friends. 
Marino said she wasn’t amused 
and didn’t discuss the matter at 
the Morgan House. 

LePrevost said that if the board 
was considering Castronova’s 
conduct, it should also consider 
remarks made a week ago at the 
Board of Public Works. She said 
the board voted to recommended 
that Cathy Field be appointed to 
fill a vacancy on the board “be- 
cause she is a girl,’ as she said 
one member put it. 

Such comments represented 
“reverse discrimination,” said 
LePrevost. Board members 
should be appointed based ‘on 
qualifications, not gender or race, 
she said. 


Castronova joins in 


Roosa was angered by LePre- 
vost’s remarks, saying that Le- 


’ Prevost had no problem with 


Haring. 


complaining about the remark at 
the BPW meeting, but was de- 
fending Castronova. 

Castronova then spoke up, say- 
ing the meeting was adjourned 
when he made his eemark a 


at the | 


“Td hope that if I was out of 
order you’d call me out of order 
and not take your snipes behind 
my back,” said Castronova. 


He said his joke was just that, a 
joke. 
“Ym a big kidder, you guys 


know that,” he said. He called the 
board’s concern with the matter 
“really picayune.” He said he has 
made such jokes to the other 
“girls” who work at Town Hall. 

Pauline Pollard, formerly the 
Selectmen’s secretary, said she 
was offended by Castronova’s 
remarks and said it didn’t matter 
that the meeting was adjourned. 
She said he should apologize to 
Marino, which he did not. 


Earlier yesterday, Selectman 
Martin H. Deely had said that 
Castronova — who has served on 
various town boards over the 
years — has always been aggres- 
sive in his views, but only re- 
cently has become more “cruel.” 
He said Castronova’s remarks 
were offensive and inappropriate. 

Charles O’Neill said the board 
should have brought Castronova 
forward and confronted him di- 
rectly, instead of behind the 
scenes. 

Deely said that while O’Neill 
comes in regularly to meetings 
“trying to cause more trouble,” 
he has never used offensive lan- 
guage. 

“Don’t ever say I’m a trouble- 
maker,” O’Neill said, his temper 
rising. 

Marguerite Tristany, mostly a 
quiet, note-taking observer at 
meetings, said, “It’s a sad state 
that this is what things are re- 
duced to.” 

She said she wasn’t offended by 
Castronova’s joke. 

“I knew it was done in the 
spirit of humor,” she said. 
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‘merging of Lee and Lenox on the gridiron has 
been billed as one of the first and most dramatic ex- 
amples of a renewed pledge to have 106 two school ays 
tems share more programs, 
= Since the shared-programs ‘policy was announced in 

| July, Lee School Superintendent Henry T. Zukowski 
“Says six Lenox students -—- one senior, three juniors and 
| two freshmen -- have asked to become Lee Wildcats. 
The joint sports program has been approved by the 
state athletics association and other joint programs 
are being explored, ‘Lokowski. says. 
The cooperative program is considered particularly 
noteworthy because of the longstanding sports rivalry 
between the two towns. Some people believe the ri- 
Nalry. has helped to intensify opposition to a regional 
school district comprised of Lee and Lenox. School 
officiais have viewed shared sports programs as one 
way to overcome the bees of the two school 


| a Fee TITIES 


}0 


Sexism? 


SEA 


In a highly charged meeting, Lee Se- 
lectmen and several residents Monday 
exchanged accusations of sexism, rude- 
hess and mudslinging. 


At issue were remarks made by Joseph 
Castronova, a former selectmen who has 
become a weekly participant in board 


Meetings and a vocal critic of the present. 


selectmen. 


After a meeting several weeks ago, 
Castronova knocked over some papers 
and went to a seat at the other end of the 
room to read some papers. When select- 
men’s secretary Carol Marino asked Cas- 
tronova to pick up the papers, Castro- 
nova declined, saying that Marino clean it 
up, adding that a woman’s place is in “the 
bedroom or the kitchen.” 

Castronova says the remark was a joke 
that he believed was taken as nothing 


‘More than a kidding remark similar to 
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many jokes he often makes. He adds that 
he did not knock down the papers pur- 
Posely and was unaware of it until Marino 
pointed it out. 

“Tt was made in jest,” Castronova said. 

But Selectmen’s Chairman Diane P. 
Roosa says she and other women in the 
room were offended by the remark. 
Roosa consulted Town Counsel Jerome 
J. Scully, saying that she considered the 
remark a form of sexual harassment. 

Roosa’s inquiry, however, was sharply 
criticized by School Committee Chair- 
man Carol LeProvost who defended Cas- 
tronova. LeProvost said that other 
boards in Lee use vulgar language and are 
sexist. She noted that while attending a 
Department of Public Works meeting 
last week, the DPW used vulgar language 
and that board members said they were 


“selecting Cathy Fields to fill a vacant seat 
_ because she was a “girl.” 


“Tf you’re going to take these kinds of 
things under consideration, you should 
know what other boards are doing,” 
LeProvost said. 

_ Castronova added that he believed the 
Issue was brought up to try to discredit 
him and discourage him from attending 
weekly selectmen meetings. 

“If this is a ploy to discourage Joe Cas- 
tronova from attending meetings, that’s 
not going to happen,” said Castronova 
who recently started a newsletter chroni- 
cling alleged violations of open town gov- 
ernment, particularly in Lee. 

“If you want to get into mudslinging, 
Pll do it,” Castronova said. 

“You're the expert,” Selectman Mar- 
tin Deely responded. 


Roosa and some other women who wit- 
nessed the initial exchange defended the 
inquiry with Scully. Some female employ- 


gets down and dirty 
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Liquor issues flow in Lee +/,. 


Locker Room needs permit; 
Summertime charges dismissed; 
new bar proposed; police add 
new DARE officer to stem abuse 


Lee Selectmen announced this week that the Locker 
Room Sports Bar and Lounge will need to get a special 
permit for its bar one year after the business opened. 

The decision was made based on a recommendation 
from attorney Dennis J. Downing of Great Barrington 
who added that any other establishments in town that have 
similarly expanded their uses should get a special permit. 

By taking down part of a wall to increase the number of 
seats in the bar, Downing said the Locker Room triggered 
the requirements for a special permt. 

“We're going to file for a special permit,” Locker Room 
attorney Elizabeth J. Quigley told the selectmen. “But in 
the spirit of fair play, the town should look into every other 
business in town and should look at itself. This structure 
(Memorial Hall) was done without getting a special per- 
mit.” 

She added that an addition was built on to Lee Library 
without a special permit and that changes were made at the 
former Marble Hardware, owned by Building Inspector 
Robert W. Lester, without a special permit. 

The selectmen said they would follow Downing’s rec- 
ommendation. 


: _ Acknowledging that their new meeting 


a i 


participants, Lee Selectmen’s Chairman D 
Roosa said public hearings will be held. ° 
courtroom at Memorial Hall. ee 
only audiences took part in a series of discussions at 
‘Monday's selectmen’s meeting. ee 
Schoo! Committee Chairman Carol LeProvost, who 
along with resident Charles O’Neil asked three times to 
move the location of the meeting, said the crowded 
room posed a fire hazard. z 
“It’s getting to the point where we have to come with 
a lawyer to get you people to listen to us,” LeProvost 
said. 
But Roosa agreed with LeProvost’s observation and 
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In related business, the selectmen took no action at a 
liquor-license hearing involving written complaints that 
intoxicated customers were served after hours at Sum- 
mertimes restaurant and bar on Park Street. Owner Glen 
Larson said the complaints were unjustified and produced 
one witness to discredit one of the allegations. Neither one 
of the people who made the complaints attended the hear- 
ing to substantiate their written charges. 

Police Chief Edward Finnegan announced to the select- 
Men that a second Drug Abuse Resistance Education 
(DARE) officer has been trained to teach students at Lee 
Central School. With the expanded program, police will 
work with students in both fourth and sixth grades. “It’s 
Our intention to get into the schools as much,as possible,” 
Finnegan said, noting that police wanted to prevent prob- 
lems with drugs and alcohol among youth at an early age. 

Alan Deutsch told the selectmen that he has altered his 
plans for a bar on state Route 102 and Prospect Street. 
Instead of being a night club, he will make the establish- 
ment a restaurant with entertainment. 

Lee Selectman John DeVarennes said Deutsch’s plans 
sounded encouraging because it would provide ‘‘some- 
thing for the youth in town that we now don’t have.” 
Deutsch owns the Coasters nightclub in Lanesborough. 

But resident Charles O’Neil questioned the selectmen 
about the continued distribution of liquor licenses in Lee, 

“Saying that the number of licenses issued should be lim- 
ited. 

“If 300 people come here asking for 300 liquor licenses, 
are you going to give them 300 liquor licenses?” O’Neil 
asked. 
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agreed to move the meetings in the future. She added 
“that the town bought a public-address system to make 
their discussions more audible, but the equipment was 
not working. 

In other town business, the Lee Selectmen: 

-- Approved a special permit to alter an office build- 
ing and poo! owned by October Mountain Associates. 
The vote was made despite complaints from neighbor 


¢ Lahey and some October Mountain residents 
pjected to the changes being made by their asso- 


foi4 


ees in Town Hall have in the past privately 
said they do not appreciate Castronva’s 
jokes concerning women. 


“T took offense to it. I have a right to 
look into it,” Roosa said of the exchange 
with Marino. Roosa and Castronova 
have been at odds over several issues 
during the past three years. 


Marguerite Tristany of Lee said she 
Overheard the conversation between 
Castronova and Marino and considered 
it nothing more than a harmless joke. 
Tristany, who has also been a sharp critic 
Of some of the board’s actions, said that 
the publicizing of the event was part of the 
acrimony against Castronova and others 
who have criticized the selectmen. She 
Suggested the entire event could have 
been handled outside the public eye. 


“It’s a sad state when this is the level it 
gets reduced to,” Tristany ‘said. 


Lee Club Stays , 


In First Place 
In Skeet Shoot 


By GARY D. JOHNSTON 


Staff Correspondent 


LEE — The second leg of the 
second annual Tri-Club Skeet 
Tournament was held under beauti- 
ful sunny skies last Sunday at the 
Lee Sportsmen’s Club on Fairview 
Street. 

The Lee club maintained its first 
place standing with its top 10 
shooters scoring a total of 472 bro- 
ken clay pigeons out of a possible 
500. 

The Stockbridge Sportsmen’s Club 
team finished the day a close second 
with 470 hits while Sheffield Sport- 
ing Club missed 37 birds to score a 
463. 

After two. segments of the shoot, 
Lee continues to lead with a com- 
bined score of 951, while Stock- 
bridge with a combined score of 934 
moved into second place three birds 
ahead of Sheffield’s 931. 

Two perfect scores of 50 were 
shot by Lee’s Jim Johnson and 
Stockbridge’s Kenny Morris. Lee’s 
Rick Thielig, Sheffield’s Wayne 
Palmer and Jess Schwaiker and 
Stockbridge shooters Dave lodice 
and Gary Johnston turned in 49s. 

Once again, Lee led the way with 
the largest contingent of shooters 
with over 30, while Stockbridge 
mustered 19 and Sheffield brought 7 
shotgunners to the match. 


Ys /5>- 
The final round of the tournament 
will be held Sept. 20 at the Sheffield 
club ranges off Lime Kiln Road in 
that town. An awards banquet will 


be held at the Lee clubhouse on 
Saturday, Sept. 26. 


Top Shooters 


A complete list of the top 10 
shooters from each club and their 
scores follows: 

Lee: Jim Johnson, 50; Rick 
Thielig, 49; Ed Hobbie, Jeff Zerbato, 
each 48; Fred Wood, Mike Stedman 
and John Perry, each 47; Phil Hiser, 
46; Craig Willis and Ray Buffoni, 
each 45. Total 472. 


Sheffield: Wayne Palmer and Jess 
Schwaikert, each 49; Jack Harvey 
and Ed Ruot, each 48; Brian Palmer 
and Rod Disbrow, each 47; Jim 
Mesken, 45; Lee Donsbough, 44; 
Caroline Dempsey and George 
Minkoff, each 43. Total 463. 


Stockbridge: Kenny Morris, 50; 
Dave Iodice and Gary Johnston, 
each 49: Jeff Carlotto, 48; David 
Blanchard and. Wayne Slosek, each 
47; John Cook -and Dave Slosek, 
each 46; Chris Sullivan and Mike 
Shiels, each 44. Total 470. 

Ed Szwyd, certified public ac- 
countant, will again compile a com- 
plete rundown of all scores for the 
tournament committee. 
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‘Lee Youth Association 


nears $10,000 funding goal 


LEE — The Lee Youth Associ- 
ation is wrapping up its first fund 
drive, with contributions topping 
$9,000, according to director 
David C. Canterbury. 


He said donations are still con- 
7 tinuing to trickle into the organi- 
zation, which had a $10,000 fund- 

raising goal. 


“T have a feeling we'll exceed 
our goal,” he said. 


Some town funds 


The Youth Association, which 
receives a combination of town 
funding, private contributions 
and United Way support, pro- 
vides activities, day care and 
other organized programs for 
children and teen-agers in Lee 
and surrounding communities. 

Formal advertising for the fund 
drive ceased Thursday, when 


United Way announced its own 
annual fund-raising campaign. 


The LYA’s annual appeal re- 
places the annual auction that 
the organization used to have 
each year. That event required 
“tremendous hours” of work on 
the part of volunteers for the 
amount of money raised, said 
Canterbury. 


Canterbury said he hopes the 
annual appeal will help to boost 
the LYA’s image in the commu- 
nity, because it entails more of a 
public relations effort that 
reaches everyone in the commu- 
nity. 

“Tt really shows us where our 
base of support is,” he said. 

That’s important, he said, since 
the LYA may launch a major 
capital fund-raising drive within 
the next few years. 
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Bus driver 


can't cross 
Lee bridge 
with pupils 


Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Liability worries for the school 
bus company mean that Tyringham bus 
driver Deanna W. Curtin can’t leave her 
vehicle to escort pupils across the Tyr- 
ingham Road bridge to another bus. 

According to Superintendent Henry T. 
Zukowski, Dufour Escorted Tours Ine. is 
concerned about potential liability to the 
cémpany if Curtin leaves the bus. So 
yesterday, school administrators met the 
buses at the bridge and took the chil- 
dren across the 65-foot span. ; 

The town has barred all heavy vehi- 
cles from crossing the substandard 
bridge, which has a 7-ton weight limit. 


Concerns about liability 


Since school started Wednesday, pu- 
pils have been getting off one bus on one 
side of Goose Pond Brook, walking over 
the bridge and boarding a bus on the 
other side. The first day Curtin, who 
drives the bus to Tyringham, led the 
group across the span, holding the hand 
of.a blind child. 

But yesterday morning, her bus was 
met at the bridge by Lee Central School 
Principal Steven Cozzaglio, who relayed 
the message from her bus company that 
she can’t leave the vehicle. He accom- 
panied the children across the bridge 
himself. 

And yesterday afternoon, Zukowski 
was the youngsters’ escort to the south 
side of the brook, where they boarded 
Curtin’s bus for the ride home. 

Zukowski said he is trying to solve the 
problem by arranging a switch of school 
buses, so that Curtin can drive a small 
5¥4-ton mini-bus on her route, instead of 
the larger bus, which exceeds the weight 
limit. 

A maximum of 26 children ride 
Curtin’s bus on her various runs. The 
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School bus driver can’t escort kids over bridge 


@ BRIDGE, from B1 

mini-bus can handle 22, and Zu- 
kowski said he is trying to ar- 
range transportation for the other 
four. 


Escort planned 


Until the problem is solved, 
however, he said: he would ar- 
range for an aide to escort the 
children on the bridge. 

William Dufour, owner of Du- 
four Escorted Tours, said the 
safest way for the children to 
cross the bridge is for both buses 
to be situated in the road on | 
either side of the bridge, with 
their lights flashing, to prevent | 
other traffic from passing. 

But a driver cannot leave a 
school bus unattended, he said. 

He said he’s trying to put pres- 
sure on the Lee School Depart- 
ment to hire a crossing guard or 
police officer to escort the chil- 
dren. Some special-needs pupils 
are scheduled to ride Curtin’s 
bus, starting next week. 

“I know [Deanna] was going the 
extra mile, but I don’t think she 
should have to do that,” he said. 

Dufour said he’s extremely 
concerned about the liability to 
his-business if a child were to be 
injured while crossing the bridge 
under a bus driver’s-supervision. 

“Where does the responsibility 
lie?” he said. “I’m trying to pro- 
tect myself.” 

Cozzaglio said that the pupils 
can probably cross the bridge 
safely on their own but that hav- 
ing an escort will reassure par- 
ents about their safety. 


Tenneco backs off 


Meanwhile, a supervisor for 
Southeast Pipeline, a subcon- 
tractor for the Tennessee Gas Co., 
said yesterday his company was 
planning to install reinforcement 
jacks beneath the Tyringham 
Road bridge but has been or- 
dered by Tenneco not to. 

The jacks were to be installed 
as a “precautionary measure” in 
case heavily loaded construction 
vehicles took a wrong turn onto 
Tyringham Road from Route 102, 
supervisor Stanley Mann said 
yesterday. 

“We had jacks fabricated and 
took them to the site, but Ten- 
neco elected not to do it,” said 
Mann. 

Tenneco’s massive pipeline 
project through Berkshire County 
cuts through Tyringham, which is 
most easily accessible from Lee 
over Tyringham Road and 
Meadow Street. Both roads have 
bridges with weight limits that 
would otherwise prohibit con- 
struction vehicles. 


Mann said Tenneco was ini- 
tially going to deliver construc- 
tion material to Tyringham via 
Route 23 in Otis or Great Bar- 
rington, but it now plans to rein- 
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foree to the Meadow Street 
bridge, which has a weight limit 
of 13 tons. Construction vehicles 
may carry loads as heavy as 55 to 
60 tons, the Selectmen learned 
Monday night. 

Local and state police said they 
are stepping up their attention to 
violations of the weight limit on 


Tyringham Road bridge. 

A trooper at the state police 
barracks in Lee said yesterday 
that police there are instructed to 
enforce any violations they see 
while on patrol. He said he did 
not have specific information 
about the number of violations 
that have been documented. 


By Suzanne King 


LEE — School officials had to 
do some fast planningon Sept. 1, 
the day before school started, to 
figure out how to get some 38 
students from one side of the 
Tyringham Road bridge to the 
other, without letting a 13 ton 
school bus touch the 7 ton limit 
bridge. 

There solution is a relay of 
sorts. 

The Tyringham bus parks at 
one end of the bridge, while the 
Lee bus waits at the other end. 
The bus driver from one bus 
walks the children across the 
bridge to the other bus, and the 
sequence continues - every 
morning and every afternoon, 
rain, sleet, snow or shine, until 
in maybe a year or so, the 
Tyringham Road Bridge may be 
repaired. 

“This will happen until the 
bridge is fixed,” Central School 
principal Stephen A. Cozzaglio 


Bridging Educational 
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told parents who were watching 
the student transfer from the 
side of the road. “It is not the 
most desirable situation, but it 
is the only thing we can do right 
now.” 

Complicating the situation is 
the fact that 18 students who 
usually catch bus one on Old 
Pleasant Street, now have to 
walk up the hill to catch bus two. 
This leaves room on bus one for 
the kids who must transfer from 
the Tyringham bus. 

Jeannette McCullough, who 
has three children involved in 
the bus shuffle, called the situ- 
ation “ridiculous.” 

“It’s alright today, when ev- 
eryone is outside watching,” 
McCullough said, “but this is 
dangerous. People are trying to 
go to work. They’re not going to 
be putting up with this every 
morning at 8 a.m.” 


Lee Police Chief Edward J. 
Finnegan said the weight limit 
will be monitored more aggres- 
sively than in the past. 

“At different times of day and 
night tickets are going to be writ- 
ten,” he said. “But we can’t send 
someone down there 24 hours a 
day, seven days a week.” 
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Cozzaglio advised parents to Grade school students in Lee going to their fir. 
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Wednesday had to walk across the Tyringham R 
noe School bus to another - the bridge has been deemed unsafe. 
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Lee Bridge Impedes School Buses 


Continued from Al 


across the Tyringham bridge. 


oad bridge from 


contact Rep. Chris Hodgkins, D- 
Lee, Sen. Jane M. Swift, R-North 
Adams and members of the Board 
of Selectmen about the situation. 
Superintendent Henry T. 
Zukowski, who was among those 
watching the “bus relay,” said he 
had no idea the bus would not be 
allowed to cross the bridge until 
the day before school was to start. 
Town Administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio said he thought the 
school officials had been made 
aware of the situation in July. 
He also said he thought mini 
buses would be light enough to go 
across the bridge, but discovered 
Fri., Aug. 28, that the 10 ton mini 
buses are also too heavy. 
Rerouting the buses across the 
Meadow St. bridge was also dis- 
cussed, but the heavy traffic on 
the narrow road made it seem less 
safe than having students walk 
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Buses have been using the 
Tyringham Road bridge since 1979, 
Abbondanzio said, even though the 
seven ton limit has existed. 

The safety concern came tolight 
earlier this summer when state 
plans for repairing the bridge be- 
came the center of a controversy. 
The state’s plan to move the bri dge 
down stream was greeted hostilely 
by Tyringham Road residents who 
said moving the bridge would » 
straighten the road and allow traf- 
fic to travel faster. The state plan 
would have also taken a piece of 
private property by eminent do- 
main. 

Tyringham Road residents 
agreed that the best way to fix the 
bridge would be to build a new 
bridge exactly where the current 
bridge is. This, however, sets the 
project back months on the state’s 
agenda. Abbondanzio said it may 
bea year before construction starts, 
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with Tyringham bridge 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — State Rep. Christopher J. 
Hodgkins, D-Lee, said yesterday that the 
Tenneco, Gas Co. will install temporary 
supports beneath the Tyringham Road 
bridge to enable safe passage by school 
buses and emergency vehicles. 

Hodgkins said that state bridge in- 
spectors examined the substandard 
bridge Friday and that afterward he had 
a conference call with Tenneco officials. 
He said the company agreed to do the 
work as soon as local permits are 
granted for construction. 


hicles. 


problem. 


give the 


he said. 


Could start in a month 


Work could begin within 30 days, he 
said. 

Tenneco, said Hodgkins, “is going to 
do this for a lot of reasons. One is they 
are trying to do whatever they can in the 
community to show their good faith.” 

The School Department has restricted 
school bus travel across the Tyringham 
Road bridge, which has a 7-ton weight 
limit. Last week, students who live south 
of Goose Pond Brook were being es- 
corted on foot across the bridge to 
transfer from one bus to another. 

The town has also announced inten- 


year. 


kins, 


tions to enforce the weight limit for 
other vehicles, including emergency ve- 


Enforcement of the weight limit cre- 
ated confusion and frustration last week 
among town and school officials, who 
were hustling to find a solution to the 


Hodgkins said that after a Friday 
meeting among state and local officials, 
the state Highway Department agreed to 


bridge priority attention for 


replacement. Another meeting will be 
held tomorrow at 11 a.m. at the bridge, 


Tenneco, which is installing a major 
gas pipeline through Berkshire County. 
— including Lee and Tyringham — is 
also doing improvements to an overlook 
area on top of Lenox Mountain. 

Hodgkins said Tenneco will assume 
liability for the temporary bridge sup- 
ports with the understanding that the 
state will replace it permanently next 


Tenneco already intends to reinforce 
the Meadow Street bridge, a few miles 
west off Route 102, because its heavy 
construction vehicles will be crossing. 


“I think it’s a big victory,” said Hodg- 
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By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — 


bridge problem. 

Tyringham Selectmen Chair- 
man Peter L. Curtin unleashed 
his frustrations on the Lee board, 
saying he felt Lee officials “used” 
Tyringham schoolchildren as 
“pawns” to force a resolution to 
the bridge problem. 

Curtin said the Lee Selectmen 
knew in July that the state 
Highway Department was _ rec- 
ommending enforcement of the 7- 
ton weight limit. But, he said, 
there was no communication with 
Tyringham on the matter until 
just a few days before school 
started. 

Lee’s decision to ban school 


Tyringham residents faked U6 to task 


@ BRIDGE, from B1 


night’s meeting and urged what 
he termed the “would-have, 
should-have, could-have club” to 
forgive any mistakes or commu- 
‘nication problems that occurred. 

Hodgkins told the crowd in the 
muggy Town Hall courtroom that, 
within a few weeks, Tennessee 
‘Gas Co. will install temporary 
supports beneath the bridge, en- 

‘abling school buses and other 
overweight vehicles to cross. 

Tenneco — which is building a 
giant gas pipeline through the 
county, including parts of Tyr- 
ingham — will assume liability 

| for any of its own vehicles that 
cross the bridge, but the town will 
| have to assume liability for other 
, ' vehicles, Hodgkins said. 
' Within a year, the state High- 
‘ way Department will begin per- 
| manently replacing the structure, 
,-after having moved the bridge to 
| the top of a priority repair list, 
| said Hodgkins. 

“People are listening,” he said. 
“We've all responded in good 
faith. ... The only thing I’d ask is, 
just have a little patience. Give; 

the boards a little bit of slack. 1| 
| get paid, they don’t.” 
Lee School Superintendent 


| Henry T. Zukowski said Town | 


Administrator Frank Ab- I 


bondanzio formally contacted 


garding bridge traffic. He said 
that he didn’t communicate with 
other town departments that op- 


Highway Department, Zukowski 
reported. 

Zukowski said it was his un- 
derstanding, until just a few days 
before school started, that the 
Tyringham bus driver would take 
an alternate route, the Meadow 
Street bridge. But the Tyringham 
Selectmen indicated that that 
route is also unsafe. 

Peter Curtin said the “fiasco” 
in which children were being 
walked over the bridge to trans- 
fer to other buses was frightening 
for them. 

Lee Selectman John E. DeVar- 
ennes and Chairman Diane P. 
Roosa pointed out that the bridge 
has been posted for 7 tons for 
more than 10 years, but over- 
weight vehicles have been using 
it regularly. 

They said it’s the responsibility 
of school bus drivers to obey load 
limit signs. 

“What if they’ve been doing it 
for years?” someone asked. 

“Then they’ve been doing it il- 
legally for years,” Roosa replied. 
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The Massachusetts Land Bank has awarded Lee a 


A number of Tyringham resi- 
dents asked the Selectmen 
whether Lee’s emergency vehi- 
cles will be allowed to travel over 
the bridge. 

DeVarennes said the Lee am- 
bulance, which serves Tyringham, 
is allowed to cross the bridge. 
Roosa said fire trucks are ex- 
pected to detour around the 
Meadow Street bridge, which 
adds several miles to the trip. 


‘Public apology’ 


Curtin asked for the Lee Se- 
lectmen’s guarantee that the Tyr- 
ingham officials and residents 
will be kept well-informed about 
any developments involving the 
Tyringham Road bridge. 

“T also think Lee owes the town 
of Tyringham a public apology,” 
he said. 

“As chairman of the Board of 
Selectmen I have no problem of- 
fering an apology,” Roosa replied 
without hesitation. 

“JT accept that, 
ma’am,” said Curtin. 


thank you 


e gets grant for corporate park 


Tyringhdin 


Tyringham residents 
and town officials packed into the 
Lee Selectmen’s meeting last 
night, bringing angry accusations 
and concerns about Lee’s han- 
dling of the Tyringham Road 
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over bridge boils over 


buses and other overweight vehi- 
cles from the substandard bridge 
last week forced school 
driver Deanna Curtin — wife of 
the selectman — to stop the bus, 
then help walk children across 
the bridge on Tyringham’s open- 
ing day of school. 

The bridge, which has a 7-ton 


weight limit, is the main route - 


from Lee to Tyringham. 

The word “pawn,” Peter Curtin 
said, is defined as “one that can 
be used to further a purpose.” 
And he added that it was only 
after newspapers last Thursday 
published photos of students be- 
ing led over the bridge did peo- 
ple start to address the bridge 
situation. 


Hodgkins as mediator 


State Rep. Christopher J. 
Hodgkins, seeking to act as a- 
peace-keeper, spoke first at last 
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ronmental Protection Act unit and study t 
impact. 

“We're looking at January 1 to decide whether it is a go 
or no go,” Abbondanzio says. 

In the meantime, Abbondanzio is seeking a state grant 
for $50,000 to pay for a consultant to oversee construc- 
tion of the industrial park if the project goes forward. 

Although the Mass. Land Bank has pledged to provide 
financing for 90 percent of the total development costs if 
the project is deemed feasible, Abbondanzio says the 
town will have to find funding for the remaining 10 per- 
cent, or about $400,000. Grant money is most likely 


} 
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| only the School Department re- 
t 


erate heavy vehicles, such as the |$28,500 grant to pay for the predevelopment costs of the 
Lee Fire Department or the | Proposed Lee Industrial Park off Route 102. 

“The money will pay for all the costs so we can decide 
whether to go ahead with it or not,” says David Bruce, 
chairman of the Lee Community Development Corp. 
which is overseeing the project to develop the property 
into a job-generating business/light industrial park. 

Among other things, the money will be used to pay for 
an environmental study to determine the extent of haz- 
ardous waste on the property. The report is considered 
key to the future of the property because it was once used 


: . 3 . as the town dump, a available from federal sources, he says. 
‘ $ ae ‘Decision by Jan. 1 Bruce says that even if the costs of park are prohibitive 
x ra rs the consultant could be used to pursue other projects 
HEN foe ec - such as finding a tenant for the vacant Kay-Bee Toys 
¥ baa e building or other vacant buildings and land in town. 
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history from a variety of sources. 


Salem 01970. 


J.B. Goussett Co., in 1895; and the Lee Library. 


John W.P. Mooney Photo 


Lee’s Central Fire Station was dedicated in 1912. Built of 
locally quarried marble trimmed with bluestone, it cost $12,000. 


Source for Research on Lee 


Staff reporter Leslie Field compiled information about Lee and its 


They include “Lee: The Centennial Celebration,” published by the 
town in 1878 and compiled by the Rev. C.M. Hyde and Alexander Hyde. 
This book was recently reprinted by Higginson Book Company of Salem. 

“The Centennial Celebration” covers the story of the town from its 
first founding, including chapters on the civic, social and industrial 
development of the town. It also includes 20 portraits and illustrations. 

It is available by mail from Higginson Book Co., 14N Dervy Square, 


Other sources include “See All The People; or, Life in Lee” by 
Florence Consolati and published in 1978; “Views of Lee 


,” published by 


. Stockbridge and in that vicinity, sold 


The Berksh: 


Introducing: 


By LESLIE FIELDS 
Staff Reporter 


LEE — “In the early settlement 
of the town, such wild animals as the 
bear, the wolf, and the deer, were 
occasionally seen, Some young men 
coming home from church saw a 
moose at the spring near Cornelius 
Hamblin’s. In going though the 
woods at night, it was customary to | 
carry torches to scare away the 
wolves..”” 

That description comes from | 
“Lee: The Centennial History,” by 
the Rev. C.M. Hyde and Alexander 
Hyde. 

The account continues: 

“The Indians, whose home was at 


for 460 pounds, three barrels of 
cider, and thirty quarts of rum, their | 
title to what is now the southern half 
of Berkshire county. The deed, 
dated 1724, April 25, included part 
of what is now the town of Lee (the 
Hoplands)... 

““The Hoplands’ is the territory in 
the south part of the town which was 
originally a part of Upper Hous- 
atonic Parish, or Great Barrington. | 
Its southern line is the south line of 
the town... The eastern section of 
the present township of Lee was | 
taken from what is now the town of 
Washington, previously called 
Hartwood... 

“In 1774, January 6, the people 
living on the Hoplands, and on a 
part of Hartwood (now Washington) 
and those on the Glassworks Grant, 
and the Williams’ Grant, petitioned 
the General Court to be incorpo-| 
rated as a Town or District. 1774,| 
February 18, the General Court| 
voted that the petitioners should} 
notify the Hartwood people of their| 
desires. 1773, December 20, Great| 
Barrington in town meeting had 
voted that they would raise no ob- 
jections... 

“October 17, 1777, a Bill was 
introduced incorporating the town of 
Lee, in accordance with the) 
Boundaries originally given... It was| 
signed by the Governor the same 
day, and Lee became a town 1777, 
October 21.” 


Lee or Washington? 


“Tt is said that the two towns had 
the choice of the two names, Wash- 


| ington and Lee. General Lee was at 


the time thought to be the best 


| Officer in the American army, and 
| the people of Lee desired to have 


the new town named in honor of 


one from whom so much was antic- 
ipated... 4 

“Tt was not till two months after 
the act of incorporation, that in 
accordance with its provisions, the 
first town meeting was held 1777, 
December 22, at the house of Peter 
Wilcox, a log-house with only one 
room. What the population was at 
that time cannot now be stated with 
any certainty; 45 signed the petition 
for incorporation...” 


New Prosperity 


“With the close of the War of 
1812, began a new era of prosperity, 
with manifold changes in the whole 


system of manufacturing. Instead of | 


every house being a workshop, the 
introduction of cotton and woolen 
factories, changed the social life and 
habits of the people, as did in an- 
other way, the introduction of rail- 


roads and the consequent change of | 


business centers. 

‘The rapid fall of the Housatonic 
as ft passed through Lee, gave this 
toyin great facilities for manufactur- 
ing; but the water power was at first 
principally used for saw and grist 
mills, lumber and breadstuff being 
the great wants of the early colo- 
nist... 

“In 1869, April 5, the project of 
building a Memorial Hall’ was first 
brought before the town. The design 
was to have in such a structure not 
only some fitting testimonial by 
grateful fellow-citizens to those who 
went out from our homes to fight 
the battles of Liberty and Union, but 
to combine with this consecrated 
memorial some provision of special 


advantages for the social needs of | 


such a community as Lee had now 
grown to be... 

“The condition of our New Eng- 
land communities at the beginning 
of this century was in many respects 


most enviable. 

““Nobody was rich, or poor; all 
were well-to-do, The church bell 
was within sound, and the district 
school-house within reach of the 
entire population. The families were 
generally large. A dozen children 
was the standard number. Everybody 
worked, everybody read and studied. 
The men worked hard all through 
| the Summer and hard all through 
the Winter. None of the energies of 
life were prostituted to the greed of 
_) gain, and none of the powers of the 
| mind frittered away in vain attempts 
_ to outdo one another in extrava- 

) gance of expenditure.” 


‘Too Plain, Democratic’ 


_ “The people of Richmond, in 
f i those days, considered themselves 
quite aristocratic, and regarded Lee 
' people as exceedingly plain and al- 
" together too democratic to constitute 
the finest society...style of apparel 
"was not common among the farmer 
_ folk of Lee. They were a frugal, 


_ hard-working people. 


ay 


Pi “Strong drink was the cause of 

most of the thriftlessness of those 

days, as it is of the pauperism and 
crime of the present. All classes 
| drank. Stimulants were supposed to 

_) be undeniably necessary... 

- “Everybody drank, and. only when 
manners and morals grew steadily 
worse, did any one recognize in the 

prevailing drinking usages of society, 

the source and head of the direful 
evils with which society was 
mem cursed...” 


, Public Schools 


The first public school was estab- 
_ lished in Lee in April 1784. The 
_ town voted “‘to raise 40 pounds for 
_ the present year to be laid out in 
_ schooling, and to choose a commit- 
_ tee to divide the town into districts 
for schooling.’ 
' “The town was at first (1785) di- 
_ vided into four districts...The num- 
_ ber of the districts has varied as the 
- population has increased or 
_ changed... 

| “The town had for some years 
~ contained the number of families 


(500) which the statute required for 
the establishment of a High School, 
but the inhabitants dwelling on the 
Hoplands contended that for all 
school purposes they were entirely a 
distinct corporation from the town... 

“There was much wrangling in 
town meeting for a series of years 
over this question, and it was not till 
Samuel A. Hulbert threatened to 
sue the town for violation of stat- 
ure.,.that the matters was referred to 
two eminent jurists...These gentle- 
men, after a thorough investigation 
of the law and the facts in the case, 
decided that the town was liable to 
pay the penalty unless the High 
School was established...” 


Administrative: Roads 


“The laying out of roads was a 
frequent item of business transacted 
at the annual and special town 
meetings. The era of road making 
seems to have been about 1780. 
Many of the first settlers built their 
houses simply with reference to a 
convenient location for work on the 
land they had purchased... 

“From 1787 to 1805, there was a 
mania for building turnpikes, similar 
to the railroad mania of later 
years...In 1855, the Tenth Massa- 
chusetts Turnpike was laid out as a 
county road. The mania for turn- 
pikes has now entirely passed away.” 
(This was written in 1878.) 


Paper Manufactories 


“The leading business of the town 
is the manufacture of paper, other 
industries, as had been noticed, be- 
ing swallowed in this...The paper 
business of the town grew with 
amazing rapidity. In 1857, two years 
before the first mill was built at 
Holyoke, now the leading town in 
paper manufacturing, there were 25 
mills in Lee, with an annual pro- 
duction of $2,000,000. 

“A very necessary adjunct of a 
paper mill run by water is a water- 
wheel. Mr. E.D. Jones, a wheel- 
wright, commenced the manufacture 
of turbine and other wheels at East 
Lee in 1856...” 


Continued on Page 19 
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By LESLIE FIELDS 


Staff Reporter 


LEE — The following infor- 
mation is based on data provided 
by Lee town officials, the annual 
town report in Lee, Berkshire 
United Way, and “Buying or 
Building a House in the Berk- 
shires.” Population: 6,094, ac- 
cording to town clerk’s office. 

Land Area; 27.11 square miles. 

Registered Voters: 3,063 ac- 
cording to count of March 1992, 
This includes 699 Democrats, 248 
Republicans and 2,116 unenrolled 
voters. 

Type of Government: Repre- 
sentative town meeting with 
Board of Selectmen and town 
administrator. 

Post Office: ZIP code is 01238. 

Number of Properties: 2,760 for 
current fiscal year 1993, according 
to assessors’ office. 

Average Cost of a Home: 
$100,000, according to assessors’ 
records, 

Price Range for a Home: 
$80,000 to $175,000, according to 
assessors’ records. 

Types of Zoning: Ten zoning 
districts, five residential, one 
conservation-residential, three 
business, and one industrial. 
Floodplain zoning overlays other 
zoning. 

Tax Rate: $12 per thousand 
valuation for fiscal year 1992. 

Main Roads: Routes 7, 20 and 
102. 

Topographical Features: 
Housatonic River runs west and 
south through Lee. The central 
areas of town are in the river’s 
valley, at an elevation of 887 feet. 
Mountainous terrain borders the 
town on the east and south. 
Among numerous lakes are Lau- 
tel Lake, site of town beaches for 
Lenox as well as Lee. 

Schools: A_ regional school 
union exists with Tyringham. Lee 


Information About Lee 


Central school for kindergarten 
through grade 8; Lee High School 
for grades 9 through 12; and St. 
Mary’s parochial school. 

Library: Lee Library Associa- 
tion at 100 Main St. is open 
Monday, Tuesday and Thursday 
from 10 a.m. to 8 p.m., Wednes- 
day and Friday from 10 a.m. to 5 
p.m. and Saturday from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. 

Services: Most of the town is 
served by town sewer and water. 
Lee’s sanitary landfill is open 
four days a week. The regional 
barracks of the state police is 
located on Route 20. The town 
has a nine-member professional 
police force. Fire protection and 
ambulance are by volunteer 
squads. 

A senior center serves lunches 
twice weekly, The town commu- 
nity center offers classes and af- 
ter-school activities for children. 
Recreation facilites include sey- 
eral athletic fields and a town 
beach on Laurel Lake. 

Also; Lee Youth Commission 
and Lee Youth Association pro- 
vide sevices to young people and 
their families in Lee and South 
County. Programs are offered in 
recreation, social development, 
arts and crafts, and career train- 
ing. 
In the fall, a teen lounge is 
open every day after school until 
5:30 p.m., Fridays until 10 and 
Saturdays from 1 to 10 p.m. 

There is also a state-licensed 
after-school daycare center for 
children in kindergarten through 
grade 2. In the mornings, there is 
an early wake-up daycare pro- 
gram from 6:30 to 8:30 a.m. 

“T like the support the people 
of Lee show towards the young 
people and the youth center,” 
said David Canterbury, who 
works at the LYA. “This is a 
tight, supportive group.” 
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Marble Business 


“From the early settlement of the 
‘town it was known that extensive 
‘beds of limestone cropped out in the 
‘western half of the town...Most of 
»the limestone of Lee is dolomite, a 
compound of the carbonate of lime 
‘and magnesia, but much of it has a 
fine white grain, and can be cut to a 
sharp edge and polished highly...” 


Postmasters 


“Jedediah Crocker was the first 
postmaster in Lee (1803), and kept 
his office at his tavern in Cape street 
on the site of the house lately owned 
by John Baker. 

“Mr. Crocker was succeeded by 
Richard Brush in 1811, who also 
kept a public house on the same 
ground, and his bar-room served for 
a tailor’s shop as well as for dealing 
out letters and liquors...” 


First Town Library 


“Early in the present century, the 
leading men of the town combined 
for the establishment of what was 
called a ‘town library,’ but it was 
really a proprietors’ library, as none 
were permitted to draw books from 
it except owners of stock. The 
records of this institution cannot be 
found, but it is known to have done 
great service in promoting the cause 
of education and good morals in this 
community. The books, some 300 
volumes in all, were mostly of the 
staple kind, treating of history, bi- 
ography travels, science and reli- 
gion.” 


Lee and Temperance 
The following information is 
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quoted from Florence | Consolati’s 
bogk, “See All The People; or, Life 
in Lee,” which was published in 
1978: 


“By 1899 temperance societies 
raged at a fever pitch throughout the 
nation. In Lee, many businessmen 
favored temperance and often the 
town voted ‘no license.’ Then, the 
wage-earners — in a rare display of 
sobriety — brought their paychecks 
home for their wives to spend in 
stores... war 


“Any customer who displayed a 
note from a physician could buy 
spirits at the drugstore. Further- 
more, they said prohibition opened 
bars in dark corners. Whether the 
town voted ‘license’ or ‘no license’ 
was a sizeable question at the an- 
nual meeting...” 


Age of Automobiles 


“Augusta Eva Wilfiams, a gradu- 
ation speaker at Lee High School in 
1902, pretended to make-believe 
future scope...In 25 years all the 


eee 


furor over trolleys would be over; 


the automobile would rule, she said. 
Nine automobiles had passed 
through East Lee a few weeks be- 
fore... 

“Four years later, Augusta’s pre- 
diction began to come true. Cars 
were often seen on the streets in 
town and the interest in trolleys 
waned, But many people were not 
happy. Cars were a nuisance...” 


The history of Lee will continue in 
a future issue of The Courier. We 
welcome readers’ suggestions of what 
to include in these Introducing 
segments. 
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Lee adopts policy 
on sex harassment, 
warns Castronova 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The Selectmen have in- 
formed resident Joseph Castro- 
nova that they won't tolerate any 
more sexually derogatory re- 
marks from him and have 
adopted a policy against sexual 
harassment. 

At their meeting Monday night, 
the Selectmen read a letter they 
are sending to Castronova, warn- 
ing him that if such conduct per- 
sists, “we will take whatever legal 
action is appropriate,” including 
a civil complaint. Castronova’s 
remarks came after an Aug. 10 
meeting of the board. 

Castronova, a former town offi- 
cial who regularly attends board 
meetings, replied that the Se- 
lectmen are engaging in “charac- 
ter assassination against me” and 
said he would seek legal action 
on his own against them. He did 
not say on what grounds. 


An number of women have said 
they were offended by Castro- 
nova’s remark to the Selectmen’s 
secretary, Carol Marino, after the 
Aug. 10 meeting. 


Controversial comment 


She had asked him to put away 
some papers that fell from an 
office notebook he was reading, 
and Castronova replied — in what 
he said was a joking manner — 
that she should do it herself, be- 
-eause, “You know what I think 


about women. They belong in the 
kitchen and in the bedroom.” 

Among the offended witnesses 
was Selectmen Chairman Diane 
P. Roosa, who said she has been 
the target of such remarks from 
Castronova in the past. 

She contacted Town Counsel 
Jerome S. Scully to find out what 
the board could do to put an end 
to Castronova’s comments, which 
he insists are merely jokes that 
rarely offend anyone. 

Scully replied with a recom- 
mendation that the board adopt a 
sexual harassment policy, and it 
did so Monday night. 

Although the policy is aimed 
mainly at preventing the sexual 
harassment of town employees by 
other town employees, a section 
states, “In addition, the town of 
Lee will take all reasonable steps 
to prevent or eliminate sexual 
harassment by non-employees, 
including customers, clients, 
suppliers and citizens who attend 
public meetings, who are likely to 
have workplace contact with our 
employees.” 

As Monday night’s meeting was 
winding down, Castronova said 
the Selectmen should “clear their 
own house out first.” 


Clerk’s sign 


He produced a sign that hangs 
in the office of Town Clerk Pa- 
tricia D. Carlino that reads: 
“Sure, God created Man before 
Woman, but then you always 


Lee Adopts Sexual Harassment | 
Policy; Reprimands Castronova 


By Suzanne King 


LEE — With little discussion, 
the selectmen voted unanimously 
at their Sept. 8 meeting to adopt a 
sexual harassment policy for town 
government. 

A reaction to Joseph 
Castronova’s Aug. 10 comment to 
selectmen secretary Carol Marino, 
the policy was coupled with a let- 
ter to Castronova, which repri- 
mands him for making the “ille- 
gal” comment. 

After the Aug. 10 meeting had 
adjourned, Castronova reportedly 
told Marino that women “belongin 
bed and in the kitchen.” 

Marino, Selectmen Chairman 
Diane Roosa and several other 
women heard the comment and 
were offended. 

When asked about the comment 
at the Aug. 31 meeting, Roosa ad- 
mitted she had contacted Town 
Counsel Jerome Scully to see if 
any action could be taken against 
Castronova. She said charges 
would not be filed. 

«. In response to the selectmen’s 
letter, Castronova showed the se- 
lectmen a sign, which he said was 


ST 


on bulletin boards in both the 
Board of Public Works and the 
Town Clerk’s offices. 

The sign said, “Sure, God cre- 
ated man before woman, but then, 
you always make a rough draft 
before a masterpiece.” 

Castronova called the sign “re- 
verse discrimination” and told se- 
lectmen they should “clean their 
own house” before they accused 
him of sexual harassment. 

Roosa said the board wouldsend 
letters to the BPW and the Clerk’s 
offices asking them to remove the 
signs. 

Castronova told the Selectmen 
they were doing a “character as- 
sassination” of him by blowing his 
remarks out of proportion. He 
maintains that they were made in 
jest and not meant to offend. 

Defending Castronova, Charles 
ONeill called the situation a “farce” 
and said it had been blown out of 
proportion. 

“Situations like this are not 
worth blowing smoke at,” he said. 

Roosa said a copy of the sexual 
harassment policy will be distrib- 
uted to all town employees and to 
every town board. 
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Craig F. Walker 
Joseph Castronova 


Warned for remarks 


make a rough draft before the | 


final masterpiece.” 


Castronova said that he has) 
joked around often with Marino | 


and that it was never offensive to 
her. 

Charles O'Neill told the Se- 
lectmen they have blown the 
matter out of proportion” and 
urged them to put it in the proper 
perspective. 

“Situations like this aren't 
worth blowing smoke at,” he said. 


Other matters 


In other business, the Select- 
men: 

> Voted to transfer the beer 
and wine license of Bill’s Res- 
taurant & Pizzeria from 8 Center 
St. to 150 Main St. Owner Bill 
Constantopoulos is relocating to 
the Main Street property, which 
his family once operated as a 
restaurant. 

> Finalized an agreement with 
Tenneco, allowing the pipeline 
company to install temporary 
supports beneath the Meadow 


Street bridge. Tenneco construc- | 


tion vehicles will be using the 
bridge to deliver equipment to 
the Tyringham section of the gi- 
ant gas pipeline being installed 
in the county. 


> Heard Ruth LeCompte of 93 | 


Maple St. suggest that the town 
should seriously consider install- 
ing a sidewalk on the winding 
road. She said the street is “an 
accident waiting to happen.” 
Twelve children attend either 
school or her own family day-care 
center, she said, and the road is 
dangerous for pedestrians. She 
asked for some added police en- 
forcement, better speed limit 
signs and signs indicating that 
| children are in the area. 
The Selectmen agreed to ask 
\ the Traffic Commission and the 
Board of Public Works to look 
into the situation, and to ask Po- 
lice Chief Edward J. Finnegan to 
increase radar patrols. 


E.C.H. Will 


employees 


fault state 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Employees at the 
E.C.H. Will Manufacturing 
Corp. are challenging recent 
state legislation that will im- 
pede their ability to collect 
unemployment compensation 
when they are laid off from 
their jobs. 

Company President John 
Eisenhour and several union 
employees said yesterday they 
have asked state legislators to 
try to rectify the situation to 
ensure employees laid off after 
Sept. 6 — when the new law 
passed — are treated the same 
as employees laid off earlier 
this year. 

Eisenhour said the new law 
requires unemployment. offices 
to now consider severance 
money as actual pay, which 
means unemployment benefits 
won't kick in until severance 
pay runs out. It also means 
E.C.H. Will employees will be 
treated differently depending 
on when their layoff occurred. 


‘Inequity’ 

“T personally feel it’s ‘an in- 
equity that’s been created, re- 
sulting in unfair treatment of 
employees,” said Eisenhour. 

He said the company and the 
employees’ union carefully ne- 


- Jobless-benefits 


law challenged 
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Workers and management at E.C.H. Will Manufacturing Corp. in Lee are challeng- 
ing a law that would affect workers laid off when the plant closes in December. 


gotiated a severance package 
that protected employees’ abil- 
ity to collect unemployment 
immediately. The state should 
honor that agreement, which 
was signed in June, he said. 
State Rep. Christopher J. 
Hodgkins, D-Lee, said legisla- 
tion was filed yesterday which 
would address the specific sit- 
uation at the E.C.H. Will Corp. 
“We're doing everything we 


can to help them,” he said yes- 
terday. 


The Route 20 plant, which) 


manufactures giant sheeters 
used in the paper industry, will 
close Dec. 31. A year ago there 
were approximately 100 em- 
ployees at the plant, and now 
there are 64. The remaining 
employees. will be laid off 
starting Oct. 31, and the plant 
operation will be consolidated 


Century Cable 
Backs Benefit 


For Schools 


J LEE — Century Berkshire 
= Cable is sponsoring a fundraising 
~~ effort throughout September to 

\ benefit local schools in communi- 

ties served by the company. 
~ The funds will be raised through 
a special offer on basic cable in- 
stallation to new subscribers or 
installation of a premium service 
a or additional outlet to existing 
customers who contribute $15 or 
$10 respectively to local schools, 
The campaign is part of 
Century’s ongoing community 
Q) outreach effort, “Century Cable 
Cares,” which supports nonprofit 
groups and schools within Century 
Berkshire’s service area. 
The funds raised may be used 
to purchase additional video 
equipment and curriculum guides 
necessary to facilitate the Century 
Cable in the Classroom program 
4 a “se earmarked for other 
educational concerns specificall 
designated by the szhool, : 


with a sister company in She- 
boygan, Wis. 

Dean Williams, who works in 
the manufacturing shop, 
blamed the unfair new law on 
“our bloody Governor Weld.” 

He said one shop employeé 
had been planning to use his 
severance pay to enter an em 
ployment training program in 


BENEFITS, continued on D3 


N ew benefits law challenged 


a BENEFITS, from D1 


Connecticut and to collect un- 
employment. 
' “He was going to use that 
money for tuition and now has 
nothing to live on,” said Williams. 
Shop workers, including Wil- 
liams, Robert McAvoy and Robert 
Basinait,. said “employees are 
preparing to undertake a letter 
writing campaign to legislators in 
an effort to “grandfather” E.C.H. 
Will from the new legislation. 
/ Workers said yesterday the 
company has been honest, fair 
and generous in negotiating a 
séverance package. They gave 
many months of notice and will 
give good severance packages to 
employees. 
« Employees will receive sever- 
dance pay calculated at one week 
for every year of service, plus a 
$2,000 bonus for remaining on 
staff until the plant closes. Health 
insurance benefits will be con- 
tinued for varying amounts of 
time, depending on years of serv- 
ice, said Eisenhour. 
| For older employees who might 
ave been ready to retire anyway, 
the severance package is a good 
one, workers say. Older workers 
will have a hefty severance pay 
and bonus, and they will qualify 
immediately for Social Security. 
+But younger employees with 
fewer years of service and few 
job prospects in a weak economy 
may have more trouble, employ- 
ees said. 


A half-dozen workers have al- 
ready found jobs at Kimberly- 
Clark Corp. in Lee, but other pa- 
per and machine production 
companies aren’t hiring many 
people. 

Eisenhour said some employees 
have been offered jobs in She- 
boygan, but as yet it’s not clear 
who will go. 

Meanwhile, morale at the plant 
isn’t good, workers said. 

“It’s hard to keep your mind on 
the job,” said Basinait, who has a 
wife and 21-year-old son at 
home. They will have to move 
from their $575-per-month rental 
house in Becket unless he finds 
work, he said. 

Employees looking for work in 
related fields are sending their 
resumes to the unemployment of- 
fice in Pittsfield, where aptitude 
test are given and qualified em- 
ployees are routed to companies 
with job openings. 

One worker said he did well on 
the aptitude tests but was told by 
Kimberly-Clark he is “over- 
qualified.” 

He said he has been offered a 
job in Sheboygan, with a guaran- 
teed three-year contract. How- 
ever, he and his wife are reluc- 
tant to leave their family, friends 
and a brand new home they built 
in Lee. 

“If worse comes to worse, I 
might go,” he said. “But in three 
years, I might be in the same 
situation.” 
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‘I don’t believe 
in killing dogs,’ 
Faber said. But 
Sonsini had the 
four dogs 
destroyed, 
saying they had 
become too wild 
to adopt after a 
year in the Lee 
pound. 


County Dog Officer Eleanor Sonsini with one of four dogs that had been 


at the Lee pound for a year. 


Dog officer quits in dispute with Sonsini 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Lee Dog Officer Richard A. 
Faber resigned abruptly Wednesday 
after an ongoing dispute with Central 
County Dog Officer Eleanor Sonsini, 
who has been questioning conditions 
at the town kennel. 

Sonsini went to the Lee dog pound 
on Route 102 yesterday and removed 
four dogs, all of whom she said have 
been held there for a year — a 
“cruel” amount of time. The dogs 
were taken to the animal shelter on 
Cadwell Road in Pittsfield, where 
they were to be destroyed yesterday. 

Sonsini said they had become too 
wild during their long stay to be 
adopted. 

Lee veterinarian Dr. James M. 
Leahey, who was asked by both Son- 


sini and Faber to inspect conditions 
at the kennel, said on two visits he 
“saw nothing that constituted a prob- 
lem.” 


Calls both dedicated 


Leahey said he holds out hope the 
dispute between the two can be re- 
solved, since both are dedicated and 
skilled in their work with animals. 


“Both are as good as you'll get, and 
I've seen a lot of them,” he said. 

Sonsini came to the Lee Select- 
men’s meeting on Tuesday night with 
concerns about conditions at the 
kennel and the manner in which the 
dogs were being cared for. 

The Selectmen said they would set 
up a meeting with her and Faber to 
iron things out. But on Wednesday 
Faber submitted his resignation. He 


had served in the position for three 
years. 

“It’s not a job I'd recommend to 
anybody,” he said in an interview 
Wednesday. He said he quit because 
of Sonsini. 

“T don’t see eye to eye with her,” he 
said. “She looks at the job one way 
and I look at it another.” 

Faber said he never had a problem 
with Sonsini until a month ago, when 
she began questioning conditions at 
the pound, which is located off Route 
102 near the sewage treatment plant. 

Sonsini said yesterday she went to 
inspect the kennel after receiving a 
complaint on Aug. 3. She said she 
found animals that had been kept 
there for a year and that she couldn’t 
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find any records of dogs that had 
been picked up and adopted out. 
She also said there was insuf- 
ficient food and water for the 
animals. 
Sonsini said Faber refused to 
meet with her to discuss the sit- 


uation, and that she has been 
visiting the kennel every other 
day for the past month to make 
sure the animals are fed and wa- 
tered. 

“Pm glad he quit,” she said. ~ 
“Td like to see someone good in 
there.” 


Faber denied the animals 
weren’t receiving good care. 

He said he is required to keep 
the dogs for a minimum of 10 days 
and that there’s no law prevent- 
ing him from keeping the dogs 
longer. 

“T don’t believe in killing dogs,” 
he said. 

Leahey credited Faber for 
finding homes for many stray 
dogs over the years. 

Leahey said he was asked by 
both Sonsini and Faber to inspect 
the kennel, and that he made two 
visits. 

“I found no problems with the 
care of the animals,” he said yes- 
terday. “There was nothing of any 
magnitude there that required 
extraordinary measures ... noth- 
ing I’d term a problem.” 

He said it appears there are 
“two sides to that coin,” but the 
unfortunate outcome is that Lee | 
has lost its dog officer. 

“Until he resigned we had a | 
good one,” he said. 


By Suzanne King 


_ LEE — By the end of the Aug. 
31 Selectmen’s meeting, tempers 
_had been flying for three hours 
and Joseph Castronova, a self- 
proclaimed government watchdog, 
was answering charges of sexual 
harassment. 
Board Chairman Diane Roosa 
said she had called Town Counsel 


Jerome Scully to ask how she 
should proceed in dealing with an 
offensive comment Castronova 
made to Carol Marino, the 
Selectmen’s administrative assis- 
tant, after a Selectmen’s meeting 
two weeks ago. 

Roosa, however,.said she was 
not planning to pursue the issue, 
and regretted that it had been 
brought up at a public meeting at 
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all. She said she will work with the 
other board members to develop a 
policy for dealing with such mat- 
ters in the future. 

According to Marino, following 
the Selectmen’s meeting two weeks 
ago, Castronova dropped some 
papers from an executive minutes 
yotebook he was studying. Marino 
said she asked Castronova to pick 
them up, but he refused. According 
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to Marino, she told him, “Joe, Iam 
not your wife.” Castronova re- 
sponded, “Well, you know how I 
feel about women, Carol, they be- 
long in bed and in the kitchen.” 
Roosa said she and several other 
women heard the comment. . 
“As an employee of this board,” 
Roosa said, “Carol should nothave 
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Castronova did not deny hav- 
ing made the comment, but said it 
was meant as a joke, and was 
made after the meeting had ad- 
journed. 

‘T'd hope that if I was out of 
order you'd call me out of order,” 
Castronova told Roosa, “and not 
take your snipes behind my back.” 

Pauline Pollard, the recently 
retired administrative assistant, 
who Marino replaced, said she 
heard the remark and was of. 
fended. p 

“It doesn’t matter when he said 
it,” Pollard said. “we can still ask 
for an apology. He’s alwayscalling 
for one (from the Selectmen).” 

Castronova did not apologize, 
but accused Roosa of blowing the 
comment out of proportion to dis- 
credit him. 

“If this is a ploy to discredit Joe 
Castronova because I’m a whistle 
___ blower, I can tell you we will not 
___ be going away,” Castronova said, 
referring to the handful of citizens 
__ who come every week to the Mon- 
_1 day night meeting to question how 
e town officials are doing their jobs. 

Carol LePrevost, chairman of 
the School Committee, and also a 
regular at the Selectmen’s meet- 
ing, said she thought Castronova’s 
comment was made in jest. 

LePrevost said if Selectmen 
take action regarding 
Castronova’s comment, they 
should also act on comments made 
by members of the Board of Public 
Works who, she said, agreed to 
appoint Cathy Field as anew board 
member, “because she was a girl.” 

“I feel that’s reverse discrimi- 
nation,” LePrevost said, adding 
that board members should be 
appointed based upon their quali- 
fications, not because of their gen- 
der or race. 

Roosa, who was visibly angered 
by LePrevost’s comments, asked 
why LePrevost had a right to be 
offended by the comments made 
at the BPW meeting, but when 
Roosa was offended by 
Castronova’s comments, 
LePrevost told her she was over. 
reacting. 

_ “You have a right to have feel- 
ings, but I don’t?” she asked 
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at the meetings, said Roosa should 
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proaching Castronova directly 
about the comment, rather than 
going to the town attorney. 

Defending Roosa’s actions, Se- 
lectman Martin Deely said O'Neill 
always comes to the Meetings 
“trying to cause trouble,” but never 
uses offensive language, like 
Castronova had. 

O'Neill was offended by Deely’s 
comment that he caused trouble. 

“Don’t youever call mea trouble 
maker,” he snapped. 

Marguerite Tristany, who is 


involvedin the Locker Room Sports 
Bar law suit and also attends ev-. ‘ 


ery Monday night meeting, also, 
defended Castronova. 
” Roosa said she did not go to the, 
press with the information. 

The only reason the issue came 
up at the meeting at all was be- 
cause LePrevost asked about it 
during the publiccomment portion 
of the meeting. 
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By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 
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LePrevost. 


LEE — The Clarke Court housing de- 
Charles O'Neill, also a regular 


velopment is nearly completed but is 
awaiting approval from the town gas 
inspector, who wants some changes to 
_ ‘the heating units in some of the apart- 
Might, ments. 
| _~—s: Lee Housing Authority Director Wil- 
ee liam J. Maroney Jr. said the projected 
completion date for the 16-unit housing 
development on Marble Street has been 
moved up to Oct. 1. 

Maroney said the town’s gas inspector, 
William Miller, has raised some con- 
cerns about the ventilation systems in 
some of the gas burners. 

So far eight families have been se- 
lected to live in the housing develop- 
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ment, but they will have to wait to 
move in until the gas burners 
satisfy the gas inspector. 

Miller declined to elaborate on 
his findings when contacted by 
The Eagle yesterday. 

“They've just got a few things to 
complete,” he said. 

Building Inspector Robert W. 
Lester also refused to discuss the 
problems, saying, “We're trying to 
work things out.” 

The state Executive Office of 
Communities and Development, 
in conjunction with the Berkshire 
County Regional Housing Au- 
thority, is developing the low- 
income housing development, 
which includes eight duplex 
buildings off Marble Street. A 
year after it is completed the 
project will be turned over to the 
LHA. 

Tenants are selected based on 
a variety of criteria, including 
income, and they pay a fixed 
portion of their income in rent. 

Maroney said yesterday he is 
confident the problems with the 
heating units will be resolved, 
perhaps as early as this week. 

“T think there’s been a meeting 
of the minds,” he said. 

He predicted that by the end of 
October, most of the apartments 
will be occupied. 

He said several different com- 
pletion dates have been changed 
along the way, the last one being 
Aug. 25. 

The project is now finished, he 
said, and with the exception of 
the gas inspection, other inspec- 
tions have proceeded smoothly. 

Maroney said there are con- 
cerns about the effectiveness of 
the ventilation system in the gas 
burners. 
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Sandisfield, 
Otis see 
school site 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The Farmington River Re- 
gional School District is shopping 
around for 15 acres to 20 acres on which 
to build an elementary school for chil- 
dren of Otis and Sandisfield. 

The newly formed two-town school 
district is prepared to pay a fair price 
for the right piece of land, but, School 
Committee Chairman Denise K. Gould 
said, “we’d be more than happy to take 
donated land as well.” 

Gould said the regional school com- 
mittee, which formed early this year to 
consolidate the elementary programs in 
Otis and Sandisfield, would like to open 
a new school in two years. 


Cheaper, more efficient 


“The need for more space was a real 
motivator behind regionalization,” she 
said. “As two communities sharing the 
cost, we could afford it. A new site is 
preferable, because it’s less costly and 
more efficient than adding to the old 
site.” 

The school board is also looking for 
people in both towns who are interested 
in serving on a: school] building commit- 
tee, which has yet to be formed. 

Meanwhile, finding a site for a new 
school is a priority, said Gould. 

Advertisements in local newspapers 
indicate the school district needs 15 
acres to 20 acres on a town road in 
either Otis or Sandisfield. 

Once a site is identified, the two towns 
must share the cost of an architect’s 
preliminary plans. That cost — about 
$20,000 per town — must be approved by 
town meetings. 

The building envisioned by school of- 
ficials would have space over the next 10 
years for up to 300 pupils and large 
“core spaces,” such as a cafeteria, 
kitchen and gymnasium. If school popu- 
lation grows dramatically, the only nec- 
essary additions would be to accommo- 
date classrooms, said Gould. 


State would pay 60% 


She said such a building would cost 
between $3 million and $4 million. As- 
suming the higher figure, the state De- 
partment of Education would reimburse 
60 percent of the cost and the two towns 
would assume the remaining $1.6 mil- 
lion. Otis, the larger of the two towns, 
would pay about two-thirds of the latter 
amount, and Sandisfield about a third. 

Gould said she hopes the two towns 
would be ready to approve their shares 
of the expenditures at the May 1993 town 
meetings. The deadline for applying for 
state money is June 1, but the district 
could start construction before the state 
funds are actually received, she said. 

“As long as the money’s in the pipe- 
line, the state has never reneged,” she 
said. 
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in attracting outside students 


: By Ellen G. Lahr 
- Berkshire Eagle Staff 


into the spotlight? 


Superintendent Henry. T. Zukowski 


Committee meetin 
Tuesday night that 32 school-choice oe 
dents entered Lee schools last week and 
only five have left for other schools. 

° Last year there were 19 school-choice 


told the School 
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is just minutes from Lee. 

Some Pittsfield students and a 
Blandford student are participat- 
ing in the house-building pro- 
gram. Others are from Lanesboro, 
Cheshire, Sheffield, Lenox, 
Housatonic, Otis and Agawam. 

“Agawam?” several School 
Committee members asked. 

Zukowski said there are three 
students from Agawam whose 
family is preparing to move to 
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Becket. They are commuting daily 
until they relocate, he said. 

The numbers translate into 
dollars, because school districts 
that receive students get state 
money which would otherwise 
have gone to students’ hometown 
schools. The amount Lee receives 
for incoming students is about 
$5,000 per pupil. 

The increase in school-choice 
students is good news for Lee, 
whose school officials worried 
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Tyringham Bridge Woes Persist 


By Suzanne King 


LEE —The Tennessee Gas 
Pipeline Co. will only pay $6,000 
toward repairing the Tyringham 
Road bridge, according to company 
representatives, but town officials 
say the job could cost as much as 
$10,000. 

The Tennessee Gas Pipeline Co., 
a subsidiary of the Tennessee Gas 
Company, is building a pipeline 
through the county and is having 
the Meadow Street bridge repaired. 
Last week the company had tenta- 
tively agreed to pay to repair the 
Tyringham bridge, as well. Ten- 
nessee Gas set the $6,000 limit, 
however, when estimates from the 
Tighe & Bond engineering firm for 
repairing the Meadow Street bridge 


_ indicated that the Tyringham re- 


pairs might be too costly. 

Southeast Pipeline, the subcon- 
tractor paying to have the Meadow 
Street bridges reis-forvec ecits heavy 
vehicles can cross it, has said it 
would do the reinforcement work 
on the Tyringham bridge, but only 
at a cost to the town. 


Fund Transfer 

Meeting with Tyringham se- 
lectmen and representatives from 
Tennessee Gas and Tighe & Bond, 
the Lee selectmen agreed at their 
Sept. 14 meeting that the town will 
have tc pay the difference if the job 
comes to more than $6,000. A 
transfer of town funds for the 
project would require town meeting 
approval. 

According to Town Administra- 
tor Frank Abbondanzio, no deci- 


sion will be made about the bridge 
dilemma until next week, when 
the Tighe & Bond engineering firm 
submits a design plan and con- 
struction estimates to the select- 
men. 

Rep. Chris Hodgkins, D-Lee, 
who was instrumental in working 
out the solution with Tennessee 
Gas, said last week the repairs 
would be complete in about three 
weeks, but the payment dilemma 
means the timeline is no longer so 
definite. 


Best Travelled Route 

The bridge, which spans Goose 
Pond Brook, leads to Route 102 
and is Tyringham’s best travelled 
route to Lee. The bridge has hada 
seven-ton weight limit since 1979, 
but heavy trucks and 13-ton school 
buses have ignored the limit until 
this year. : 

The drastic need for the bridge 
repairs came to light on the first 
day of school, Sept. 2, when the 
town ordered the bridge’s weight 
limit enforced. Since school buses 
could not cross the bridge, children 
have had to walk across the bridge 
from one bus to another. 

Tyringham citizens are also 
concerned about emergency ve- 
hicles using the bridge. 

In the related Meadow Street 
bridge situation, Tennessee Gas 
is pushing to get the Massachu- 
setts Department of Public Works 
to change the weight limit. After 
temporary supports are in place 
on the bridge, the company needs 
a letter from the town certifying 
that the limit should be changed. 


LEE — School choice is helping, not 
hurting, Lee schools. So, should the 
School Department hire a marketing and 
public relations firm to put Lee schools 


students coming to Lee, and 10 Lee stu- 


offered. 


School 


dents left for other schools. 

Zukowski said most of the incoming 
students seem to be opting for Lee for 
reasons of convenience, though others 
are interested in the programs that are | 


_ For example, 10 live in Becket, which 
is part of the Central Berkshire Regional 

_ District. That district’s high 
school is at least a 30-minute drive from 
the southern stretches of Becket, which | 
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Lee reports success in luring school- 


last year that the town would lose 
students to other districts. 

School Committee member 
Gary Norton pushed for the idea 
of a marketing and public rela- 
tions campaign to publicize the 
schools’ strengths. His idea had 
some support on the board, and 
Zukowski was directed to look 
into the matter. 

Zukowski added his own view 
that Lee suffers from an image 
problem, based on athletic 


strengths that overshadow aca- 
demic opportunities and the | 
opinion in some circles that its | 
schools aren’t strong because Lee | 
is a “mill town.” 
Meanwhile, Zukowski has been | 
preparing bid specifications for | 
the marketing and public rela- 
tions effort, which will be dis- 
cussed at the committee’s Oct. 6 
meeting. } 
Committee Chairman Caro] E. | 
LePrevost said she isn’t inclined | 


| 


| 


y 


| 


to support the initiative, although 
she said she wanted to learn 
more about the idea through the 
bid specifications. 

“I was strongly for looking into 
it, and still am,” she said. “But I 
don’t really feel we should use 
school-choice money that way. I 
would rather see it spent on pro- 
grams for kids or repairs to the 
buildings.” 

She said that because school 
choice has already brought so 
many students into the system, 
it’s questionable whether a pub- 
licity effort will increase the 
number significantly. 

There are many people in town, 
she said, who don’t know a lot 
about what goes on in the schools 
— particularly people who don’t 
have children in the schools. 

Zukowski said he has some 
reservations about a marketing 
program but declined to state 
what his recommendation will be. 
He said he wants to wait until the 
Oct. 6 School Committee discus- 
sion. He said no action will be 
taken on the matter until Oct. 20. 

In other business Tuesday 
night, Zukowski said the School 
Department has received a 
$92,000 grant from the Depart- 
ment of Education. 

The money will be used to hire 
French and Spanish teachers and 
to help pay the staffing costs of a 
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school clinic being planned for 
Lee High School. There will be 
money left over for professional 
development, school supplies and 
renovation of the kindergarten 
and preschool classrooms. 

The committee also was in- 
formed that Century Berkshire 
Cable Co. of Lee, which serves 
four South County towns, will re- 
lease $5,000 to the schools in Lee 
and the other three communities 
so they may buy equipment for 
television production and inter- 
active television. The company 
will provide another $2,500 to the 
schools in 1994. 

The committee also made the 
following appointments: Denise 
Walker, cheerleading adviser; 
Marcie Skowron, assistant girls’ 
soccer coach; Bruce Lorance and 
Sally Maish, junior class advisers; 
and Robert Lohbauer, student 
council adviser. 

Finally, the committee learned 
that 20 students from Lee High 
School and groups from other 
county schools have been invited 
to attend a Sept. 23 performance 
of “Phantom of the Opera” at the 
Wang Center for the Performing 
Arts in Boston. 

The free tickets are part of the 
Wang Center’s “Young at Arts” 
outreach program, which aims to 
bring young people throughout 
the state to theater performances. 
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Study sought in Lee 
of regionalizing schools 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Town representatives at 
an Oct. 15 special town meeting 
will be asked to direct the mod- 
erator to appoint a committee to 
study making the Lee schools 
part of a regional school district. 

The warrant article is similar 
to one that will be on the Oct. 30 
special town meeting warrant in 
Lenox, where voters will be asked 
to approve four school-related 
proposals, including more than 
$13 million for a major school 
expansion project. 


Zukowksi initiative 


In Lee, the regional study 
committee initiative came from 
School Superintendent Henry T. 
Zukowski, a strong advocate of 
regionalization. 

He said the Lee and Lenox 
study committees will operate 
separately and are not obligated 
to collaborate on a regional dis- 
trict that would include both 
towns. 


“T want a regional school dis- 
trict whether it’s with one other 
town or with every town in 
Southern Berkshire,” Zukowski 
said. “I believe in one central 
office, without a limit on the 
range or number of pupils.” 


Each committee will consist of 


three members, one of whom will 
be a member of the school com- 
mittee in his town, Zukowski said. 
The other two members must be 
appointed by the town moderator. 

The Lenox School Committee 
and its superintendent have re- 
sisted Zukowski’s efforts to form 
a full-blown regional school dis- 


trict with Lee. But fiscal con- 
straints and rising school budgets 
in. both towns prompted some 
Lenox officials and residents to 
push the idea of exploring the 
possibility. 

A petition was circulated in 
Lenox in which people indicated 
support for the formation of a 
regional district. 

.“This doesn’t mean people are 
endorsing regionalization,” said 
Superintendent Roland M. Miller 
of the special town meeting arti- 
cle. “It means they just feel it’s 
an issue that needs to be exam- 
ined.... We have to see if voters 
want to form a study committee.” 

Miller has not indicated much 
interest in regionalization. 

He said a regional school dis- 
trict, if supported by the town, 
doesn’t preclude the need for 
major construction and renova- 
tion at Cameron Elementary and 
Lenox Memorial High schools. 

“Kither way, you have to ad- 
dress the need for new build- 
ings,” he said. 

If Lee and Lenox decided to 
regionalize, Miller said, a reno- 
vated Lenox High would easily 
accommodate a middle school for 
about 450 pupils from both com- 
munities. 

Zukowski predicted that the 
Lee School Committee will give 
unanimous approval to placing 
the article on the warrant. 

He added that he hopes that, if 
Lee does form a regional school 
district, Tyringham — which has 
sent its pupils to Lee for years — 
will join it. 

“T would not like to see Lee 
and Tyringham go in separate 
directions,” Zukowski said. 
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Lee’s bridge repair cost pegged at $30,000 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Reinforcing the Tyr- 
ingham Road bridge will cost the 
town about $30,000, unless the 
Tennessee Gas Co. can be per- 
suaded to do some of the work, 
the Selectmen learned Monday. 

Tighe & Bond, the engineering 
firm hired by Tennessee Gas, 
completed a design plan and cost 
estimate for the temporary bridge 

a supports, and the Selectmen will 
deliver the material to the state 
Highway Department for review. 
Once the state approves the 
plans, work on the bridge will 
begin. 

But just who will pay the bill is 
uncertain, although the Select- 
men agreed that a special town 
meeting is probably in order. 


Decision uncertain 


“The problem is there are other 
bridges in town that are worse,” 
said Selectman Martin H. Deely. 


“J don’t know how people will 
vote, knowing the bridge is going 
to be replaced in a year.” 

Because the town began en- 
forcing the 7-ton weight limit on 
the span over Goose Pond Brook 
early this month, school buses 
and other heavy vehicles cannot 
cross the bridge unless it is tem- 
porarily reinforced. The bridge is 
the main route between Lee and 
Tyringham, and Tyringham resi- 
dents and officials are angered by 
the sudden enforcement of a 
weight limit that has been ig- 
nored for years. The span is 
slated for permanent replace- 
ment in a year. 

State Rep. Christopher J. 
Hodgkins, D-Lee, has been trying 
to persuade Tennessee Gas, 
which is building a giant gas 
pipeline through the county, in- 
cluding Lee and Tyringham, to 
reinforce the bridge at its own 
expense as a community service. 

Although a company official 
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150 attend drawing in Lee 
for antlerless deer permits 


LEE — The 25th annual - 
ing for antlerless deer ea 
attracted a crowd of 150 to the 
Lee Sportsman’s Club on Fair- 
view Street yesterday morning. 


Carl S. Prescott, deputy direc- 
tor in charge of field eeaciae 
for the state Division of Fisheries 
and Wildlife, who presided, said 
it was the best turnout “in the 
Seven years we’ve been on the 
road.” Previously, the drawings 
were held at the division’s field 
headquarters in Westboro. 


Gary Vecellio deer j 
sIlio, project 
leader, explained that the RtieR 
less deer permit system is a 
eit of stabilizing the herd 
Ich has been growing at a : 
of 7 percent a_vear nee ae Soe. 


and 3; Zone 4 — 1 and 0. 

If any but the last number in 
each zone matches the last digit 
of the number on an applicant’s 
hunting license, the applicant is a 
winner. The last number for each 
zone is a backup, effective only if 
not enough hunters with the 
other numbers apply for permits. 
Winners will be notified by mail 
Vecellio said, 

A total of 40,972 applications 
were received for the 16,900 
permits available, 1,875 more than 

e said. 


said last week that the firm’s 


contribution will be limited to 
$6,000, Hodgkins Monday contin- 
ued to say Tennessee Gas should 
help. 

- Saying the company spent mil- 
lions to transplant oysters in 
Chesapeake Bay in connection 
with a pipeline project there, he 
urged Tyringham and Lee offi- 
cials at Monday’s meeting to 
write to the company urging it to 
extend its involvement. 


Disagrees with Hodgkins 


Martin Barenski, a member of 
the Board of Public Works, com- 
mented, “Chris, you’re really be- 
ginning to agitate me. Why should 
we force them to pay for it? They 
have nothing to do with it. I take 
offense to you leaning on a busi- 
ness. It’s not their problem.” 

Hodgkins later told him the 
company spends about a $1 mil- 
lion lobbying for rights of way 
through municipalities. He said 


Barenski had taken a “cheap 
shot” at him. 

Several questions were raised 
at the meeting by various resi- 
dents and officials about whether 
the condition of the bridge con- 
stitutes an emergency. 

August Passetto said he ob- 
tained a copy of a state engineer- 
ing report dated in August in 
which he said he could find no 
particular concerns expressed 
about the condition of the bridge. 

He said that if the bridge has 
deteriorated since it was first 
rated with a 7-ton weight limit in 
1979, it shouldn’t still have a 7-ton 
weight posting. 

“Where are the defects?” he 
asked. 

He said the apparent urgency 
about replacing the “bridge is a 
“fear tactic” based on insufficient 
information, because overweight 
vehicles have been using the 
bridge for years without incident. 

“This town better start getting 
more information,” Passetto said. 

Tyringham Selectmen Chair- 
man Peter L. Curtin said that, if 
the bridge is in poor condition 
and an emergency exists, the 
state should be more aggressive 
in addressing the problem. 

William Ledbetter, a field en- 
gineer for Tennessee Gas, said 
the Tighe & Bond design plan 
calls for pouring concrete into 
the bottom of Goose Pond Brook 
and installing six supports, be- 
neath the bridge. 

“It’s really more than we antic- 
ipated,” he said. 
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Locker Room seeks retroactive permit 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The owner of the Locker Room 
sports bar and restaurant has applied to the 
Planning Board for a special permit that 
would retroactively authorize last year’s al- 
teration of the building. 

A year of legal wrangling over problems at 
the Main Street establishment came to a head 
a few weeks ago when a lawyer hired by the 
town researched the matter and determined 
that a permit was necessary. 

Attorney Dennis Downing of Great Barring- 
ton said the town should have required the 
owners to obtain a permit before knocking 


out an interior wall to expand the premises. 


Bar owner Donald Lucy agreed to apply for 
the special permit but only “under protest,” 
his lawyer said, because the town and build- 
ing inspector apparently had failed to make 
any such requirements. 


Downing’s opinion came after months of 
complaints from a family next door about 
noise and the conduct of patrons at the bar 
and in the parking lot. Marguerite Tristany, 
whose parents live the neighboring house, has 
frequently complained about the town’s ap- 
parent failure to enforce its own bylaws re- 
garding the business. 


The Selectmen said any other businesses 
that have made sknilar alterations to their 
premises without proper permits must apply 
for retroactive approvals from the Planning 
Board. 

Selectmen Chairman Diane P. Roosa said 

yesterday that the board has not yet directed 
Building Inspector Robert W. Lester to re- 
search other businesses that have made ren- 
ovations. She said the board may discuss the 
matter at Monday’s meeting. 
The Planning Board has not yet set a hear- 
ing date for the Locker Room but will meet 
ee Downing on Monday to discuss the mat- 
er. 
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Lee selectman’s co 


~ By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Selectman Martin H. Deely has 
been lambasted by residents who chal- 
lenged his remark that a handful of 


‘townspeople are engaging in “recre- 


ational bitching” at weekly Selectmen’s 
meetings. : 

Deely caught heat from a number of 
regular Monday night meeting-goers, 
who demanded an apology but didn’t get 
one. Instead, Deely stood by his remark. 

“TI think it’s true,” he said Tuesday. 

His comment was published in Mon- 
day’s Eagle in a story about the weekly 
confrontations between the Selectmen 
and a small group of residents. 


Marguerite Tristany, one of the meet- 
ing regulars, attacked Deely angrily, 
saying his remarks were “inappropriate 


‘and inaccurate.” 


“I thought it was accurate,” said 
Deely, who rarely appears bothered by 
such confrontations. 

Tristany said she is not motivated by 
bitterness or vindictiveness in attending 
Selectmen’s meetings, though she said 


her family has much cause to be bitter 
over problems at The Locker Room next 
door. After a year of complaints and 
lawsuits filed by her family, the prob- 
lems only recently are being addressed 
by the Planning Board, she said. 


‘Public servants’ 


“We are here exercising our constitu- 
tionally protected right to free speech,” 
she added. “Here you are public ser- 
vants, not private citizens, and no one 
should have to validate why they’re 
here.” 


Others echoed Tristany’s comments at 
various times throughout this week’s 
meeting. 


Joseph Kresiak said he also took of- 
fense at Deely’s remarks. 

“We're here to see that our govern- 
ment and town are run properly,” he 
said. “We’re free to say anything we 
want.” 

Margaret Biron, another frequent au- 
dience member, lashed out at Deely, 
saying that a week ago he had taken her 
aside and asked her not to speak on a 
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member Joseph Marino — Carol Ma- 
rino’s husband — got up to leave the 
room, clutched his side and said, “My 
back teeth are swimming.” 


LePrevost’s letter said she was of- 
fended by Marino’s “demeaning, out of 
place” remark. 


‘Profuse’ apologies 


Marino, who was at the meeting Mon- 
day night, said he had heard that Le- 
Prevost was offended and has since 
“apologized profusely” to her. He said 
there was nothing sexually harassing in 
his remark, which he later said simply 
referred to his need to use the men’s 
room. 


“If we’re going to make examples of 
people, then we should make examples 
of all people,” said LePrevost, who was 
outraged by the board’s reprimand of 
Castronova. “Everybody in town should 
take heed.” 


Marino said the level of apparent dis- 
satisfaction of some residents is “only 
hurting the town.” 

Castronova asked whether Marino will 
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of fire 


be publicly reprimanded as he was, with 
a letter read aloud at the Selectmen’s 
meeting. ae 
Frank Abbondanzio, town administra- 
tor who has also been charged with 
handling such complaints, said it would 
be addressed in a confidential manner. 
Later, Kresiak demanded to know 
whether the board would be delivering 
public reprimands to the people who 
posted some signs in two town offices 
referring to women as superior to men. 
Deely replied that each case will be 
handled “on its own merits.” A general 
memo outlining the sexual harassment 
policy was delivered to those offices — 
the town clerk’s and Department of 
Public Works — and the posters have 
been removed. 5S 
“So town employees have immunity? 
Kresiak asked. ; : 
Tristany later said the board is being 
unfair. Castronova is being treated one 
way, she said, while town employees are 
being treated another way. 
“The whole key to this is there’s been 
arbitrary, selective enforcement of town 
laws and bylaws,” she said. 


mment fuels 


particular subject. Deely said she had 
misunderstood him, but Biron stood by 
her recollection. 

Joseph Castronova, often at the fore- 
front of confrontations with the Select- 
men and other town boards, had a 
number of complaints, not the least of 
which was a letter of reprimand he 
received regarding a remark he had 
made to the Selectmen’s secretary. 


Getting along 


“I wish we could get along a little 
better, for the good of the town,” he 
said. 


Deely’s comments to The Eagle 
weren't the only source of contention at 
Monday’s meeting. 

The Selectmen were also accused of 
arbitrarily enforcing their own new pol- 
icy on sexual harassment, which came 
about because of Castronova’s remarks 
to Carol Marino several weeks ago. 


On Tuesday, the board got a letter of 
complaint from Carol E. LePrevost, who 
stated she was at a recent Board of 
Public Works, meeting when board 
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Charges of Sexual Harassment 
Surface at Lee Board Meeting 


By Suzanne King 


LEE — Accusations were fly- 
ing again at the Sept. 21 
selectmen’s meeting. This round 


‘of attacks began with renewed 


charges of sexual harassment. 

Carol LePrevost, a citizen who 
regularly attends the Monday 
night meetings, sent a letter to the 
board complaining about a com- 
ment Board of Public Works 
member Joseph Marino made at a 
recent meeting. 

According to the letter, 
LePrevost was offended by a com- 
ment Marino made after he rushed 
out of the meeting room to use the 
bathroom. Marino reportedly 
apologized to LePrevost, the only 
person in the room, for leaving so 
abruptly, explaining that his “back 
teeth were floating.” LePrevost 
charged that the comment was 
“sexual harassment.” 

“That kind of talk shouldn’ttake 
placein front of women,” LePrevost 
said. 

Marino said he did not mean 
offense by the comment, but 
apologized, saying if someone is 
offended by something, they de- 
serve an apology, whether or not 
offense was intended. Marino, 


The Bernslyre & 


Sweet Adelines. ‘Hills ave 


however, denied that the comment 
could be labeled as sexual ha- 
rassment. 

“God, anybody’s back teeth 
could float,” Marino said. “I don’t 
see anything sexually harassing 
about that.” 

The town’s recently adopted 
sexual harassment policy, moti- 
vated by a charge from Diane 
Roosa, selectmen chairman, 
against Joseph Castronova, leader 
of the “watch dog” Berkshire Al- 
liance for Open Government, has 
led to considerable tension be- 
tween town officials and the citi- 
zens who regularly attend the 
meetings. 

Same Scrutiny 

LePrevost and other citizens at 
the meeting said the comment 
made by Marino should be treated 
with the same degree of public 
scrutiny that Castronova’s com- 
ment was. 

The board sent a letter to 
Castronova, reprimanding him for 
a comment he made to the 
selectmen’s secretary, Carol 
Marino, after an August 
selectmen’s meeting had ad- 
journed. The letter was read at a 
selectmen’s meeting. 

Castronova reportedly told 


to give benefit concert 


LEE — The Berkshire Hills 
Chorus of Sweet Adelines Inter- 
national and the Berkshire 
Hillsmen will give a concert Sat- 
urday night at 7:30 at the First 
Congregational Church to benefit 
David Stone of Lee. 

Stone, a student at the Univer- 
sity of Massachusetts at Amherst, 
suffered a spinal cord injury in a 
swimming accident at the Am- 
herst campus last spring and is 
now a quadriplegic. 

The Sweet Adelines will be di- 
rected by Linda Delmolino of 
Pittsfield and the Berkshire 
Hillsmen, a barbershop quartet 
group, will be directed by Mike 
Joyce of Pittsfield. 


The program will include se- 
lections from the ’50s, Broadway 
tunes, spirituals and contempo- 
rary music. The women’s quartet, 
“Conversation Piece,” includes 
tenor Ann Cain of North Adams, 
lead Debbie Kleiner of Adams, 
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bass Patricia Maher of Williams- 
town and baritone Pamela Ba- 
sinski of Pittsfield. 

The men’s quartet, “Just Four 
Friends,” includes tenor Jim 
Labbee of Hatfield, lead Michael 
Joyce, bass Robert Bowes of Phi- 
Imont, N.Y., and baritone Rich- 
ard Delmolino of Pittsfield. The 
quartet is the 1988 champion of 
Division II of the Northeast dis- 
trict, which consists of Western 
Massachusetts, eastern New York 
and southern Vermont. The group 
was also recognized as 1990's 
“most improved quartet.” 

The event is hosted by the First 
COngregational Church and is 
sponsored by corporations, mer- 
chants, private donors and 
friends of the Stone family from 
Lee. 

Tickets are $5 and are available 
at Richman’s Cards and Gifts at 
78 North St. in Pittsfield, McClel- 
land’s Drug Store on Main Street 
in Lee, the First Congregational 
Church office, from chorus mem- 
bers or at the door on the night of 
the concert. More information is 
available at the church office at 
243-1033 or from Pamela Basinski 
at 442-7541. A 


I have a right to 
speak. I take issue 
when anyone 
infringes on my First 
Amendment rights.' 

PEGGY BIRON 


Marino, who happens to be Joseph 
Marino’s wife, that women belong 
“in bed and in the kitchen.” 
Castronova said the comment was 
meantas ajoke, but Roosa, Marino 
and several other women who 
heard it were offended. The com- 
ment motivated the board to pass 
asexual harassment policy for the 
town. 

Castronova said he hoped “in 
all fair play” that a letter repri- 
manding Marino for his comment 
would be read at a meeting. 

Marino said, “The only one 
suffering (because of the constant 
mudslinging) is the town,” and 
suggested thatif citizens are really 
unhappy with town government, 
they should “start impeachment 
proceedings,” which Peggy Biron 
said was a “great idea.” 

“Noone knows anything,” Biron 
said, “but the buck has to stop 
here.” 

Biron said her First Amend- 
ment rights had been violated 
when Selectman Martin Deely told 
her not to be so hard on Town 
Administrator Martin Deely. 


First Amendment 

“I have a right to come to this 
meeting,” Biron said. “I have a 
right to speak. I take issue when 
anyone infringes on my First 
Amendment rights.” 

Deely said, “If you want to blame 
someone for something, blame the 
selectmen. Don’t blame this poor 
man for something that happened 
before he came.” 

The meeting turned to Deely 
again when citizens reprimanded 
him for a statement he made in a 
recent Berkshire Eagle article, 
saying the citizens who regularly 
attend the Monday night board 
meetings were more interested in 
“recreational bitching” than being 
involved in town government. 

“I don’t leave this meeting 
feeling like [ve had any recre- 
ation,” said Marguerite Tristany, 
who is involved in the constant 
battle surrounding the Locker 
Room Sports Bar. “I come out of 
here feeling like a battered indi- 
vidual.” 

Tristany said she has “tremen- 
dous respect” for the board, but 
added that the name-calling “has 
got to stop.” 

“We are not here to irritate the 
board of selectmen,” she said. 

Deely said he would not apolo- 
gize for the “recreational bitching” 
comment, because he said he 
thought it was accurate. 
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at I-90 tourist center 


LEE — The Massachusetts 
Turnpike Authority has an- 
nounced that the Adams Chamber 
of Commerce will have an exhibit 
at turnpike’s tourist information 
center in Lee through this month. 
The display is part of a continu- 
ing program in which various 
Berkshire area Chambers of 
Commerce showcase their com- 
munities to tourists and turnpike 
travelers. 


“All of our tourist information 
centers provide important serv- 
ices to the traveling public, in- 
cluding free maps, travel direc- 
tions and information on area 
accommodations and restau- 
rants,” said Chairman Allan 
McKinnon. 


The Adams Chamber of Com- 
merce display will feature Mount 
Greylock, the highest peak in the 
state, and the 27th annual “Mount 
Greylock Nature Ramble.” 

Traditionally held on Columbus 
Day, the event is a hike to the top 
of the mountain. 

The displays at the Lee Tourist 
Information Center first began in 
January 1992, with exhibits on ski 
areas in Western Massachusetts. 
Since then, other exhibitors have 
included the Northern and 
Southern Berkshire Chambers of 
Commerce. 
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attend leadership forum 


LEE — Four faculty members 
from Lee High School and Lee 
Central School completed a 
leadership conference Sept. 15-16 
at the Harley Hotel in Enfield, 
Conn. 

The conference was sponsored 
by the Northeast Regional Center 
for Drug-Free Schools, an organ- 
ization that trains schools and 
communities to deal with alcohol 
and other drug use among school- 
age youth, and was held in prep- 
aration for a seven-day residen- 
tial training cycle to be held Nov. 
7-14 in Nashua, N.H. 

Those participating were Henry 


“DT. Zukowski, superintendent of 
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schools; Richard T. Salinetti, 
principal of Lee High School; 
Kathleen R. Bort, dean of stu- 
dents at Lee High School, and 
Stephen A. Cozzaglio, principal of 
Lee Central School. 

During the conference, school 
administrators and coordinators 
were informed about the project, 
the flow of training, types of 
technical assistance available, 
and the role of each in support- 
ing his or her team’s efforts. 

Lee High School and Lee Cen- ' 
tral School will participate in fu- 
‘ture center activities including a 
three-day expansion training 
workshop in which additional 
staff and community members 
will learn some of the methods 
highlighted at the seven-day Ccy- 
cle. 
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40th Reunion of Lee High, class of 1952 | 


By Gordon Hyatt 


LEE-— Our pasts no longerexist and our 
futures have not yet arrived. We do not 
exist except in the present. And nothing 
questions these truths more than a School 
Reunion. There we immerse ourselves in 
the past as we confront our present reali- 
ties and ponder our aging futures. Me, I 
am still recovering from the fortieth (40th) 
reunion of the Lee High School Class of 
1952 held recently at the Belden Tavern. 

We were an even fifty back in 52 and, 
oh, if we could be fifty again. That was the 
first shock as I entered the banqueting 
room full of now older people. We had not 
gathered for a reunion since 1982. I was 
looking at the badges — photostat repro- 
ductions of our yearbook pictures that our 
class secretary, Diane Stevenson Wheeler, 


had made up forall the classmates to wear 
— trying to deftly spot the names. There 


wasa wicke in the way some covered 
their badges expecting us to “guess who.” 
I completely missed Marilyn Galeucia. 
But when she smiled, I recognized Marilyn 
Hood who had sat alphabetically behind 
me in home rooms for four years. 

With about half the class present we 
numbered 54 including spouses. The mar- 
Triage partners were generous to havecome. 
For a reunion is of particular interest to 
those with the memories of the years that 
found us bound together by residence and 
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the reality of public education. I had ran- 
somed the attic a couple of weeks earlier 
and retrieved a long-stored horde of high 
school memorabilia. My collection filled 
two display cases at the Lee Library. 
There were those miniature photos from 
girls inscribed with good wishes, newspa- 
perclippings, and the yearbook of which I 
had been editor. I had also preserved the 
prop wooden executioner’s ax from my 
role as Ko Ko in our 1951 production of 
“The Mikado.” 


Music Man 
The music teacher who brought Gilbert & 
Sullivan operetta to Lee High, believe it 
ornot, was named Noyes, Clarence Noyes. 
It was he who had also surrendered to the 
blandishments of a genuine Music Man 
who came to the auditorium one day to 
rent us musical instruments. I chose a 


slide trombone, Carl Bailey took on the 
clarinet, and Vince Shaker, a trumpet. 
Soon, after dutiful-practice sessions, we 
became the first Lee High School Band. 
School officials found some used orange 
and black uniforms and we made our 
debut with “Polly Wolly Doodle,” our only 
tune, marching down Main Street fol- 
lowed by a frightening assortment of 
ghouls, skeletons, and clowns. It was 
Halloween. 

Our class president, James Brighenti, 
had grown abeard and a Falstaffian girth. 
He told me that he was hard pressed 


financially in college and had accepted a 
military scholarship so that he could con- | 
tinue his education. This, in turn, had led 
to his three careers — Lt. Colonel in the | 
Air Force, a civilian working for the U.S. | 
government in Japan, and finally an ac- 
counting expert in Portsmouth, New 
Hampshire. 
A Success Story 

Only a few of us had gone on to college. 
I thought that Louis DiGrigoli must have 
graduated engineering school when he 
told me about his work in Product Devel- 
opment at Mead Corporation. When the 
use of asbestos in car transmissions was 
terminated, Louis began developing a 
substitute friction paper made with 
Kevlar, aman-made fiber. Each car needs 
a different type. He travels the world 
perfecting different papers for American, _ 
Japanese, and German automotive 
manufacturers. He learned his trade by 
spending twenty years on the paper ma- 
chines right out of Lee High. “How much 
of this stuff does Mead sell in a year?” I 
asked him. “About $30 million,” he re- 
plied. 


Class Orator 

We sat down to formalities. Named | 
Class Oratorit fell tome, without need for 
persuasion, to act as Master of Ceremo- 
nies. I introduced our President - a man | 
not likely to be voted out. Jim Brighenti | 
recalled the three of our classmates who 
had died. First he named Leo Vania, Vice_ 
President, who had drawn the cover ofour 
Yearbook — a craggy set of steps reaching 
up to symbolize the book’s title “The Pin- 
nacle.” We had taken the title from the | 
rock outcropping that rises behind the | 
Central School. How we looked forward to | 
climbing life’s pinnacles. 

June Palmer was our Class Treasurer. 
Cancer had taken her from us and she ) 
remained in our memories as the pert | 
young woman with a page boy hairdo, 
forever looking off in left profile on the 
pages devoted to Class Officers. | 

George Bassett, who had enjoyed beer 
and cookies at the class picnic, had also 
departed. After bowing our heads in 
memory we sat down to dinner. 


The Dinner 

Now the Belden Tavern is a restaurant 
where quantity is the object. This is not to 
say that the fare is not fully appreciated. 
There are restaurants where dishes such 
as “Penne Primavera with sun dried to- 
matoes, pignoli nuts, vodka and creme 
fraiche” are on the menu and there are 
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te half back Jamie Shepardson goes up and over to score from the seven in the third quarter. It was his first touchdown of the season and Lee's third score of the game. 
p g g 


ee Clobbers Mount Greylock, 26-6 


By A.M. Shrewin 


E — Lately, Head Coach 
e Salinetti has been all smiles. 
Wildcat team, now 2-0, has 
h winning. And winning well. 
by a three-man backfield that 
rushed for a total of 182 yards 
ie season’s first two games, 
a tough, hard-hitting defense, 
Wildcats have justified the 
eason polls prediction of Lee 
hing first in the Kosier League 
year. 
in Sept. 27, the Lee Wildcats 

ame a slightly slack first half 


to stomp the Mt. Greylock 
Mounties(0-2) 26-6. About the 
team’s success, Salinetti said, 
“We’ve got a really good team, and 
we're on a roll. Now we've just got 
to improve every week.” 

The Wildcats opened up the 
scoring in a big way early in the 
first quarter. After the Mounties 
went three-and-out, J.D. Reber 
picked up a Jeremy Johnson punt 
at his own 32, swept all the way 
from the left hashmark to the right 
side, going 68 yards for the 
touchdown. The 2-point conver- 
sion failed. 


After another short Mt. 
Greylock possession, Lee went 51 
yards in 8 plays and two minutes 
and 48 seconds. Tony Porrini 
capped the drive with a run from 
the 1. 

The two teams traded the balla 
few times, and then with 5 seconds 
left in the half, Greylock got on the 
board. Jeremy Johnson went into 
the air, and into the endzone over 
three defenders, scoring on an 8- 
yard Tim Flaherty pass. Johnson 
gave Lee trouble all first half, but 
a double-team silenced him in the 
second. The extra-point failed, and 


Lee was up at the half, 12-6. 

When asked about how Lee 
stopped Johnson in the second half, 
Salinetti replied, “We had nochoice 
but to put two guys on him. We 
were in a zone, but no one was able 
to get in front of him.” 

Lee broke the game open on 
their second possession of the 
second half. A 40-yard Reber punt 
return, and another seven yards 
from scrimmage, opened the drive 
at the Mounties’ seven. With 4:14 
left in the 3rd quarter, .Jamie 
Shepardson then took the ball into 
his own hands, as he has all sea- 


son. Thejuniorthat has been gifted 
with not a lot of size (5-5,160), but 
a whole lot of guts and heart, went 
up and over numerous Greylock 
tacklers to pyt Lee up 20-6 after 
the conversion. 

Lee later added 6 points on the 
crowing jewel of Pete DiGrigoli’s 
day. Thesophomore, for the second 
time in two games this season, 
stepped up to make big hits in the 
secondary, and also established 
his reputation as a big play man 
on defense. With the Mounties Ist 
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{Anthony iGrigoli 

LEE — Anthony DiGrigoli, 83, of 
425 East St. died Sept. 27 at Berk- 
shire Medical Center. . 

Born in Canciatl, Italy, on Nov. 
\. 21, 1908, he was the son of Louis 
and Maria Messina DiGrigoli. He 
RX moved to Lee . a child and. at- 

ee schools. 

Lites Digrigol moved to New York 
City in 1940 and later became 
} manager of G. and G, Precision Co., 
$a tool and dye shop, in Ardsley, 
N.Y. He retired from that position 
Xin 1973 and returned to Lee. 
3 He is survived by his wife, the 
“former Clara McVay; two daughters, 
<)Mrs. Elizabeth J. Arena of Great 
Neck, N.Y., and Mrs. Mary A. Gross 
of Hartsdale, N.Y.; and one sister, 
Mrs. Virginia Farina of Lee. 

The funeral was Sept. 29 at St. 
Mary’s Church. 

Burial followed 
Cemetery, 

Kelly Funeral Home was in charge 
of arrangements. 


A. Roland DuPont 


LEE — A. Roland DuPont, 54, 
formerly of Lee, died Sept. 12 in 
Mesa, Ariz, where he had lived for 
the past eight years. 

Born in Sunnyside, N.Y., on Jan. 
24, 1938, he was a son of Mary 
Suchocki DuPont and the late Ro- 
land F, DuPont. 

He moved to Lee in 1955 and 
graduated from Lee High School in 
1956. 

Mr. DuPont served with the Army 
from 1956 to 1958. That year, he 
moved to Pittsfield where he was 
manager of data processing at 
Beloit-Jones and later at Crane and 
Co. in Dalton. 

In the 1970s, he moved to Leb- 
anon, N.Y., and then to Arizona, 
where he worked in construction. 


é 


in St. Mary’s 


Mr. DuPont was a former member 


of the Berkshire Hills Council No. 
314 Knights of Columbus in Lee. 

Besides his mother in Pittsfield, 
he leaves three brothers, Phillip S. 
DuPont of Wichita, Kan., Joseph F. 
DuPont of Lee, and Gerald D. 
DuPont of Coxsackie, N.Y.; anda 
sister, Mrs. Marilyn A. Chiaretta of 
Pittsfield. 

A memorial Mass was Sept. 26 at 
St. Mary’s Church. 

The committal of ashes followed 
in St. Mary’s Cemetery. 

Kelly Funeral Home was in charge 
of arrangements. 
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Lee Clobbers Mount 
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Greyloc 


kid. And our backfield did a great etinside—hardly as 


patrons for such fare. At the Tavern they 
heaped our plates with great slabs of roast 
prime rib. My wife ate as much of hers as 
she could then I picked up her plate and 
ate as much as I could hold—and if our 
daughter had been present she would not 
have gone hungry with the remainder. 


All Alone? 
I watched in amazement as the class- 


mate next to me polished off everything 
but the rib bone. It reminded me of the 
night that Enrico Caruso encountered 
Mme. Schuman-Heink, a formidable diva, 
confronting a gigantic steak at Sherry’sin 
New York. “My God, Ernestina,” he asked, 
“are you going to eat that all alone?” 

“No, Rico,” she coolly replied, “with 
potatoes.” 

Joe Sorrentino 

Still, Janice Hannon, who played the 
piano for “The Mikado,” Jerry Jones, who 
I took to one Senior Prom, Ted Lynch, who 
works for GH, Larry Buffoni, the mason, 
and our famed restaurateur, Joe 
Sorrentino, were wiry as every. Joe had 
presented each of us with a plastic cup 
SS as pial that eating mecca on 
that has sustained 
evelers and impover- 
iusic students. Each 


2nd 10 at their own 7, DiGrigoli 
abbed a pass that Jamie Bartini 
ead tipped, and scampered into 
© end zone for the score, hands 
* 'n triumph the whole way. 

4 bout DiGrigoli’s play thus far 

. x pason, and the continued 
3 Play of the backfield of Reber, 
Eytan and Porrini, Salinetti 
18 to say: “Pete had a great 


Bame last Week, and a great game 


The BeyKsh ire. Lezer 


e78y-Ican’t Say enough about the PO 6% 


job running the ball today. J.D. »ffee. 


and Jamie kept their legs moving, nore deeply relished 


and just wouldn’t go down, and 
pan threw beautiful blocks all 
ay.” 

Reber has been the beneficiary 
of quite a few of those blocks. 

When asked about the subject, 
he defers to his teammates. “Ex- 
cellent, just excellent. When the 
line clicks, and our backs click, we 
do real well. We’ve got a lot of 


Lex bet 2, 492~ 


than when Jim Brighenti introduced our 
former Class Advisor and Guest of Honor, 
Robert Lucy. He had come to Lee High the 
same year that we were freshmen. Today 
Bob Lucy is a familiar figure at the 
Tanglewood Tent, host to intermission 
guests. 

Mr. Lucy recalled the days when, fresh 
out of college, he was seeking his first 


TEPHEN GORDON HYATT 


My act has a happy en 
oe Everybody’s ha 


teaching position. He had an offer from 
another school down in Connecticut, he 
told us, when he heard that Lee was look- 
ing for a Latin teacher. 


Future Principal 

With Boston Latin School behind him 
and his Irish lineage he was as qualified 
as a seminarian. It was fall and Bob Lucy 
was taken to the football field where he 
found a goodly crowd of Lee families en- 
thusiastically cheering a pre-season game. 
Right then, he told us, he called his wife to 
say that he had never dreamed such com- 
munity spirit still existed — and he ac- 
cepted an offer for fifteen hundred dollars 
less-to come to our town —the place where 
he was to spend his entire teaching ca- 
reer. He retired as Lee High Principal. 

Still the great, boyish figure, he raised 
a tear from all of us. His face, more than 
any other in the room was for us stiil the 
youthful, enthusiastic Bob Lucy of 1950. 


Continued on C7 
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done poorly with “Macbeth.” 
Once in 


swings at him. 


values in Lee 


in their tax bill this year 
‘Assessors’ most recent valuation shows a 
decrease in the value of the town’s com- 
mercial property and an increase in resi- 
dential value. 
gu The total valuation for the town has 
g- dropped from $399 million to $384.5 mil- 
~ lion, the assessors reported to the select- 
men Monday. : 
~, The value of residential properties rose 
[from $270 to $274 million and the value of 
commercial properties dropped from $73 
* million to $57 million. Edward 
c Briggs said that commercial values for 
| stores, hotels, motels and other businesses 
Dhave dropped as their incomes fell. The 
yalue of industrial and personal property 
remained steady. 
On the recommendation of the asses- 
". sors, the Lee Selectmen voted to keep a 
SSsingle tax rate for the town. The nt tax 
rate is $12 per $1,000 but is expected to 
-/ increase because of hikes in the town 
assessors Say the new rate has 
not been certified by the state. 

What this all means for property taxpay- 
ers is that residential homeowners, in gen- 
eral, will pay a greater 
tax levy because of the drop in 
values. 

In other town 


N 
se) 
> 
< 
i 
business, the Selectmen: 


: 


a 
\ from 5 to7 p.m. 
sue private land to 
New England 
Lee. Hoover says 
Planning Board about selecting the mos 


suitable site. 


avs 


We did not remember all of our 
teachers with such fondness. Our 
| English teacher, Lena Beal, could 
be nasty. Her disdain for our class 
led to her decision to omit our 
reading “Hamlet” after we had 
| 
. 
| 


Study Hall she was 

dressing down Vincent Shaker and 
decided that corporal punishment 
| was called for. Young Vincent 
deftly blocked her slap. Then she 

ordered him to put his hands down 
and took another swing. Again he 
| ; blocked her. Our adrenaline rushed 
up. So did Miss Beal’s. Vincent is 
now inelectronics in Texas where, 
') we trust, no good ol’ boy takes any 


‘ 


share of the town’s 


— Set Halloween hours to be held Oct. 31 1 


_ Received a letter from Scott Hoover of | 
Williamstown describing his plans to pur- 1 
locate the proposed 
Tropical Conservatory in 
he will consult the Lee 


2. 
1 


Back to School Special for Lee, 


Finally, it was time for the 
original authors to read the Class 
Prophecy, the Class History, the 
Class Will, and the account of our 
championship Girls’ Basketball 
Team. Such echoes of teen hor- 
mones that the intervening years 
had tempered, or may have tem- 
pered. 

Prize Time 

Finally Diane Wheeler got to 
prizes. Who was married the long- 
est? Who had come the furthest 
(Carol Brown had come from Los 
Angeles with a box of candy and 
nuts for each place setting, 
wrapped in the school colors of 
orange and black ribbons. We 
Wildcats were always dressed for 
Halloween.) Who had been mar- 
ried the most? Vincent Shaker, 


igh 
with three wives, was on a honey- 
moon for the occasion with his 
bride of one week. He was awarded 
a crystal ball. “Ill need crystal 
balls if I get married again,” he 
observed. Such laughter ensued 


Received a sexual harassment com- I 


plaint from resident Joseph Castronova 5 


who objected to 
Lee Department 


posters displayed in the 
of Public Works office I 


and the town clerk/treasurer’s Office. Al- f 
though Lee Town Administrator Frank 9 


appropriate, 


constitute harassment. The posters were | 
removed by Castronova and employees i 


have been advised of the 
by Abbondanzio. 


Class of ‘52 
Sas co Pea 


that I felt my Class Orator status 


slipping. 
The Class of 1952 laughed — 
perhaps even longer and with ~ 


greater freedom than in the good 
old days. 


ed 
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Lee Tax Rate Likely to 


LEE — The tax rate still has to 
be certified by the state, but town 
officials are guessing it will be up 
slightly this year. 

Members of the Board of Asses- 
sors told the selectmen at their 
Oct. 5 meeting they have found an 
overall decline in property valua- 
tion this year, which will cause the 
slight rate hike. The assessors 
could not disclose a specific rate, 
however, because it still has to be 
certified by the state. 


In fiscal year 1992, the tax rate 
was $12 per $1,000 of property 
valuation. The rate is the same for 
both residential and commercial 
property. 

Selectman John DeVarrenes 
predicted the tax rate will increase 
by 50 cents per $1,000 of property 
valuation. 

According to the Assessors’ re- 


‘port, the town’s property valuation 


has dropped from $399 million in 
fiscal year 1992 to $384 million 


ies 


Rise Slightly 


this year. The $15 million drop is 
due largely to $16 million drop in 
commercial property values, which 
went from $73 million to $57 
million.Assessors Chairman Wil- 
liam Derrick said the Industrial 
valuation dropped from $45 mil- 
lion to $40 million this year and 
the personal property valuation 
went up slightly, from $14 million 
to $15 million. 

Derrick said tax bills will prob- 
ably be sent by Oct. 9. 


i ey 


LEE -- At an Oct. 15 special 
town meeting town’ representa- 
tives will decide whether to allo- 
cate $34,000 to repair the 
Tyringham Road bridge. 

Theselectmen said at their Oct. 


The Maeative Loery ar fs f-B 
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Public Access TV Station - 
Finds Studio Space in Lee ¢ 


in Sept., 1994. 


LEE — Daniel Miller, presi- 


dent of Community Television for 
the Southern Berkshires, Inc., said 
the non-profit public access televi- 
sion station has obtained space for 
a television studio in South Lee. 


Miller said CTSB will sign a 


five-year lease for a 2,460 square 
foot in a building on Route 102, 
which lies across from the Lee 
bowling alley. 


The building used to house the 


Tally Ho Tack Shop. The lease is 
also renewable for an additional 


five years, Miller said. 

Century Berkshire Cable, the 
cable carrier, will share space in 
the building, about 500 square feet, 
which it will use as a distribution 
point for the cable system. 

Century president, Phil 
Hopkins, said the space will make 
a better distribution center than 
the current center on Warner 
Mountain (Butternut Basin) be- 
cause it will be easier to get to and, 
therefore, make repairs easier. 

The recently signed Century 
Berkshire Cable contract provides 
four towns — Lee, Lenox, Stock- 
bridge and Great Barrington — 
with $140,000 in grant money for 
building the studio.Another 
$100,000 was awarded when the 
contract was signed. The remain- 
ing $40,000 will be distributed by 

Sept., 1994. 

The grant money also includes 
$30,000 for area schools. $20,000 
— $5,000 to each of the four towns 
— has already gone to the Lee, 
Lenox and Berkshire Hills school 
districts. $10,000 will be awarded 


, 5 meeting they still hope state 
emergency funds will become 


available to pay for temporary re- : 


pairs to the bridge, but they need 
to have town money available if 
that does not happen. 


0 
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CTSB will also receive three 


percent of Century’s profits in p} 
March of each year, starting next 5 
year. The three percent, plus an | 

additional one percent, if CTSB > 
canraise halfofit, willsustainthe ? 
operations of the station. 


will be largely operational by the 
end of November. 


Miller said he hopes the studio 5 
) 
> 


the studio will provide South 
County towns with much greater 
variety in public access television 
programing. “We first and 3 
foremost want the community to 5 
realize that this is their TV sta- 
tion,” Kaiden said. “It is not a 3 
commercial enterprise.” 

CTSB had been on the air for a 


Bruce Kaiden, of CTSB, said ; 
> 


year, but has been fairly limited ~ 


without a studio. The station has 
been operating out of Miller’s liv- 
ing room with entirely volunteer 
labor. : 

Right now about 80 percent of 
the station’s programing comes 
from the Pittsfield Public access 
station. Only 20 percent is local. 
Millersaid he hopes those numbers 
will reverse once the studio is op- 
erational so that 80 percent is lo- 
cal. 

When the station moves into 
the new studio, Miller said they 
hope to hire two employees, but 
that is not definite. 

CTSB has no definite pro- 
gramming yet, but Miller said 
many people have already ex- 
pressed interest in going on the 
public access channel. 


oe 
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Lee to Vote on Tyringham Bridge Repair 


District Two representative 
Charles O'Neill said he has gotten 
seven calls from fellow represen- 
tatives saying they would not vote 
to spend town money on temporary 
repairs to the bridge. 

O'Neill said he agreed with their 
hesitation when "there should be 
no problem with having the kids 
walk across the bridge." 

Tyringham students who at- 
tend Lee schools have to cross the 
bridge to get to and from school. 

On the first few days of school, 
afterit was determined the bridge, 
which has aseven-ton weight limit, 
would not support a school bus, 
students had to walk across the 
bridge from one bus to another. 

Since then, Tyringham officials 
have been angry about Lee's delay 
in repairing the bridge. 

But since the state is scheduled 
to repair the bridge permanently 
within the next year or two, many 
in Lee seem hesitant to spent 
thousandsof dollars on temporary 
supports. 

At the special town meeting, 
which will be held at 7:30 p.m. at 
the Central School Auditorium, 
representatives will also vote on 
the following articles: 

¢ Whether to transfer $4,000 
for the payment of fees to the 
Massachusetts Department of 
Environmental Protection for the 
closure of the Lee Landfill facility. 

¢ Whether to transfer $25,000 
for the payment of veteran's ben- 
efits. 

¢ Whether to vest administra- 
tion, maintenance and control of 
certain parcels of land with the 
Conservation Commission. 

© Whether to adopt the Scenic 
Road Bylaw. 


Locker Room 
Bar Promises 
To Obey Rules 


LEE — The selectmen 
read a letter at their Oct. 5 
meeting from Donald Lucy, 
co-owner of the Locker Room 
Sports Bar on Main Street. 

The letter listed steps 
Lucy has taken to comply 
with town regulations. Cur- 
rently, the baroperates with 
a temporary certificate of 
occupancy and has been 
trying to get a permanent 
certificate since it opened 
more than a year ago. 

In the letter, Lucy told 
the selectmen he had: in- 
stalled an alarmon the bar’s 
back door, to prevent pa- 
trons from leaving the bar 
unmonitored; installed two 
additional bathrooms; in- 
stalled a grease trap; builta 
sound barrier at the back of 
the bar; changed the bar’s 
closing time from 2 a.m. to 
1:30 a.m.; and created addi- 
tional parking spaces for the 
bar. 

Lucy’s letter also said 
that the bar, which employs 
12 people, had turned “an 
eyesore into an attractive 
business front.” 

Marguerite Tristany, 
whose parents live next to 
the bar, and who has been 
involved in a lawsuit to force 
the town to make the bar 
comply with municipal by- 
laws, said she would submit 
a letter to the board to re- 
spond to Lucy’s letter. 
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LEE—Harold A. Gage, 79,0fCape 

Street, East Lee, died Oct.3, athome. 
Born in Lee on May 3, 1913, he 

S- was the son of Sylvester and Lucy 


of World War Il, 
An Army veteran 

oes a a re ee, heserved inthe European andes? 
__UILLIANE. THOMSON fgjgeEstenies 


bi ag and after hi 
LEE — Mrs. Lillian E. Thomsor ' fore and af ary 
97, formerly of Brown MemorialCour “< -Mr. Gage owned and ope 
died Sept. 30., at Valley View Nursin a ru bu 
Home, Lenox. ~ 
| Born in Lenox on July 19, 1895 


she was the daughter of George am © 
Alice (Bedford) Akr¢ ae £ 
She attended hoo 
She moved to 


been a resident of 
Court for 20 years 
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Springfield, Ger 
Hinsdale and Do 


"s looping pass and 
(‘The South’s Heather Zoltek of to one. ee 

\ © DruryonapassfromPero,tiedthe That all changed at the 71:35 

game with a shot to the low, left mark when Scheurer buried her 

3 <q side of the net with 35:46 left on own rebound to give the North the 

the clock. anarrow, victory over the South. 
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Lee Cruises Past Drury in 46-13 Drubbing | 


By Adam Sherwin 


NORTH ADAMS—The Lee 
High Wildcats are now 3-0. One 
third of the way through the sea- 
son, and the team has not trailed 
by any considerable margin, let 


alone lost a game. 


Lee’s latest romp came at the 
expense ofthe Drury Blue Devils(1- 
2). On Saturday, October 3, at 
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| Lee Cruises Past Drury in Drubbing 


| Continued From B1 

After a Drury punt, the Wild- 

| cats moved the ball up to the Drury 
5. On first down and goal from the 
5, Shepardson came of the bench 
to travel the remaining distance 
into the end zone. This Freeman 
McNeil-esque gesture was cer- 

| tainly not lost on his teammates. 
| Shepardson, a team co-captain at 
| halfback, was in some quite ap- 

_ parent pain, butcame offthe bench 

to help the team. 20-0 Lee. 
Reber followed with his second 
TD of the game, going 61 yards to 
make it 27-0 Lee, after the PAT. 
| This marked the end of the Ist 
quarter. Randy Driscoll caught a 
24 yard Jeff Puleri catch for the 
| Wildcats next score, bringing the 

| total to 34-0. 

Next, Reber went 61 yards for 
this third score of the game, 
bringing the tally to 40-0 Wildcats. 
Reber finished the day with 4 
carries for 153 yards and 3 touch- 
downs. 

In the second half, Drury man- 
aged two scores on 3 and 16 yard 


eceK 


Drury, Lee went home with a 46- 
13 victory. This one was a blowout 
from the beginning. Lee capitalized 
on their first five possessions, 
opening up a 40-0 lead by the 
middle of the second quarter. 
Sophomore sensation Peter 
DiGrigoli opened up the scoringon 
the fourth play of the game, going 
58 yards off left tackle for the TD. 
a aed was filling in for Jamie 
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runs for Martin Walden. After 
back-up QB Joe Abderhalden re- 
placed Puleri mid-way through the 
second quarter, Lee was held 
scoreless until Abderhalden hit 
Eric Schneider for a 30 yard score 
in the 4th quarter. 

As usual, the Lee backfield 
paved the way for the rest of the 
team. Coach Mike Salinetti had 
this to say about their performance: 
“Our backs made some beautiful 
cutbacks today, then simply outran 
guys to the endzone. We also have 
to give our line a lotta credit for 
opening up big holes. We’ve got a 
lot of talent on both sides of the 
ball, and we’ve just got to build on 
this game.” 

This game got to be a blowout 
mighty quickly. When asked about 
how his strategy changed when 
the game got out ofhand, Salinetti 
said, “We wouldn’t try to run up 
the score on anybody. With some 
of our younger kids, a game like 
this, with real situations, is the 
only way their gonna learn.” 

On Saturday, Oct. 10, Lee will 
take on Putnam at home, at 1:30. 


Shepardson, who’s hip pointer kept 
him from playing in most of the 
game. After P.A. “Pa” Nilsson 
kicked the PAT, it was 7-0 Lee. 
Nine plays later, J.D. Reber 
went 16 yards for this first of three 
touchdowns on the day. Nilsson, 
who had a 60-yard in the air kick- 
off during the game, made it 14-0. 


iL EUR? wh ape 
Continued on B4 


9, 1492 


ee ofr) 


Lee(3-0) «2... 2713 06— 46 
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First quarter 

L—DiGrigoli, 58-yard run 
(LaGrant kick). 

L-Reber, 17-yard run (LaGrant 
kick). 

L-Shepardson, 1-yard run (Kick 
failed). 

L-Reber, 61-yard run (LaGrant 
kick). 

Second quarter 

L-Driscoll, 24-yard pass from 
Puleri (LaGrant kick). 

L-Reber, 66-yard run (Kick 
failed). 


Third quarter 
D-Walden, 4-yard run (Kick 
failed). 
Fourth quarter 
D-Walden, 14-yard run 
(Patenaude kick). 
L-Schnieder, 26-yard pass 
from Abderhalden (Run failed). 
L D 
First OWNS «00... ...-.00+4 8 13 


Rushes-yards ....31-316 24-142 
Passing yards......... 133 112 
Passes ....... 


Fumbles-lost.... BSH 
Penalties-yards ...... 
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LEE — Century Cable has an- 
| nounced its 1993 scholarship pro- 
am. 


; High school seniors from Lee, 
Lenox, Stockbridge, and Great Bar- 
rington may apply for a $1,000 tu- 
ition scholarship for the 1993-1994 
- school year, Philip Hopkins, general 
manager, said. 
* Century Communications Corp. is 
offering 55 such ‘scholarships to 
students in communities. where 
Century provides cable television 
service. 
_ For the past two years, students 
| from lee High School have received 
i such scholarships. 
Students are evaluated on their 
academic performance, leadership 
"skills, extracurricular activities, fi- 
nancial need, and — what the cable 
company said is most important — 


Sarah Blaisdell(#7) scored both goals for Lee 


Wildcats , Taconic Tie 2-2 ~ 


LEE—Southern Division 
leader, the Lee Wildcats, domi- 


- nated play for one and halfperiods 


in their match against the Taconic 
Lady Braves on October 12. Then 
fatigue set in, forcing mental 
mistakes that allowed Berkshire 
County scoring leader, junior 
Mickie Turner, to score two 
unassisted goals. 

At4:46in the first period, Sarah 
Blaisdell netted the first ofher two 
goals for Lee, an unassisted shot 
to the far side. 

In the second half, Lee contin- 
ued to pressure the Taconic de- 
fense. At 45:04 in the game, AJ. 


Lee Lime Idles 
Ten Employees 


LEE —Lee Lime an- 
nounced it will lay off 10 
workers in November. 

The company, which em- 
_ Ployees 48, will be forced to 
go ahead with the tempo- 
rary lay-offs, company offi- 
cials said, because of a slow- 
down in the construction in- 
dustry. 

Martin Deely, a Lee Lime 
Part owner, said the 10 em- 
ployees will be called back 
by March. 


Century Cable 


service to the community. Applicants 
are required to write a personal 
essay about their community service. 

A local selection committee will 
‘choose three semi-finalists to par- 
ticipate in the final round, and a 
committee at the company’s corpo- 
rate office will select one winner 
from this service area. 

More information about the pro- 
gram is available from Mr. Hopkins 
at the South Berkshire offices on 
Silver Street. 
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Skowron charged down the left 
side and crossed the ball to a wide- 
open Blaisdell who headed the ball 
deep into the right corner. 

At 55:29, Turner drilled a low 
shot to the opposite corner to bring 
the game with one. Then after 17 
minutes and several near misses 
for Lee, Turner struck again. At 
73:19, Turner raced through the 
middle and tied the game with a 
low blast to the left side. 

On the day, Lee goalie Mo 
Kennedy had seven saves while 
Taconic Paula Ciepiela had nine. 
Lee next plays Hoosac at home on 
October 16. 


= > fil / 
South Lee Churcl 


olds Harvest Suppe 
AEG re <_ 


the Good Shepherd on Main Stre 
will hold a harvest supper on Si 
urday, Oct. 24, from 5:00 to 7: 
. "The menu will consist of bak 
ham, scalloped potatoes, butt 
nut squash, cabbage slaw, pe 
pineapple chunks, rolls and af 
and pumpkin pie,as wellas cof 
tea, and milk. 

The donation for adults is 
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SOUTH LEE — The Church *" 


Century 


Record 


LEE — Philip Hopkins, Man- 


ager of Century Berkshire Cable 


announced today the company’s 
annual “Century Cable Cares Com- 
munity Scholarship” program for 
1993. 

Through Century Cable’s Schol- 
arship program high school seniors 
from Lee, Lenox, Stockbridge and 
_ Great Barrington may apply for a 
$1000 tuition scholarship for the 
1993-94 school year. As part of a 
_ national competition, Century 
Communications Corp. is offering 
fifty-five $1000 scholarships to stu- 
dents in communities where Cen- 
_ tury provides cable television ser- 
| vices. 

Now in its fourth year, Century 
_ Cable Cares Community Scholar- 
ship program has awarded over 
$135,000 in tuition scholarships to 
high school seniors. For the past 
two years, students from Lee High 
School have been recipients of these 
awards. 
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GEMMA SCALIA 


LEE — Mrs. Gemma Scalia, 9 
y Prospect Street died Oct. 14, at Bete 


a: se Hills North Nursing Home. 


and Anna (Tomari) Giacomelli. 


Se ~ and attended local schools. 


the mid-1960's. 


‘S) : an husband, John Scalia, died in 


was in St. Mary’s Cemetery. 


The (re TFS b ive, 


AGNES REYNOLDS 


ton. 


Born in North Adams on May 4 
< 1895, she was the daughter of Luizi 


She leaves nieces and nephews 

The funeral was Oct. iGatthe Kelly 
Funeral Home, with a Liturgy of Chris- 
tian Burial at St. Mary’s Church. Burial 


———— 


LEE — Mrs. Agnes Reynolds, 9 
of 19 Westvale Road, Milton, Aaaytb 
ofLee and Lenox, died Oct. 8 at Marian 
Manor Nursing Home in South Bos- | 


ene 
~.47 ct. 


a 


Students are evaluated on their 
academicperformance, leadership | 
skills, extracurricular activities, 
financial need and, most impor- ~ 
tantly, service to the community. ~ 
Students are required to write a - 
personal essay about their com- 
munity service. A local selection - 
committee will choose three semi- 
finalists to participate in the final 
round at Century’s corporate of- ’ 
fice. A selection committee will | 
then select one winner from © 
Century’s service in South Berk- , 
shire. ) 

Century Berkshire Cable is © 
launching into its third year of 
educational support to local schools 
through its participation in Cable 
in the Classroom. Century has ~ 
been conducting workshopsin area ~ 
schools this fall toincrease teacher | 
awareness of the wealth, of educa- _ 
tional programming, study guides . 
and support materials which have + 
been produced for classroom use. { 


~ She moved to Lee as a young girl ; - 


Mrs. Scalia worked for a number of 
) 3. ¥ years at the Morgan House, retiring Fi 
S) 


| 
| 


er 


Born in Lee on Nov. 8, 1900, she ae 


was the daughter of Patrick and Delia 


(Hynes) Navin. 


She was a graduate of Lee Hi 
School and St. Joseph’s eaten, 


West Hartford, Conn. 


Mrs. Reynolds and her husband 
Joseph B. Reynolds,were proprietors 
of Garden Gables Inn on Main Street 
Lenox, from 1945 to 1951. They had 


lived in Lenox until 1960, when 
; th 
moved to the Boston area, then snort 


21 years in retirement in Bourn 
Falmouth on Cape Cod and fnovedte 


Milton in December 1982. 


Mr. Reynolds, whom she married 


June 1, 1935, died March 13, 1983. 


She leaves a son, J 3 . ; 
Reynolds, Jr. of Pittsburgh, Pee ie 
daughters, Mary R. Kennedy of Milton 
and Brenda M. McGovern of Reading; k 
11. grandchildren andtwo great-grand- . 


daughters. 


Burial was Oct. 17 in Old Calvary 
| 


Cemetery, Boston. 


ee 


1b) 199% 
Berkshire Cable ~ 
_ Announces Annual Scholarship 


vestment Advisors 0} 
lected to the study which is 
about a month. 

The firm will be paid $7,5 
report and would receive ano 
cides to carry out the project. The 
provided by former state Sen. 
Stockbridge, a golfer wh' 
Country Curtains. 
Lee Town Administ 
key element for the feasibility of the 
whether a Berkshire year has enough 
the project pay for itself. 
ducer and enhancement for the town, 
they will not support the project unless it is 


ther $4,500 if the t 


ae 
bridge. 
from Zukowski, which indicated 
that the bridge would not support 
the weight of a school bus. 

Jukowski said 

bus company, Dufour Escorted 

‘Tours, to check the weight limits 
of any other bridges on Lee school 
bus routes to make sure they are 
acceptable. ; 

To avoid the Mill Street bridge, 
the route four bus now goes 
through Golden Hill Road, 
Zukowski said. The detour means 
that school choice students from 


ge oe ea te 
Continued on A9 
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& L2erE Shi re (eto 


|Lee Principal’ 
(Offers a Lift, | 


Oct. 25 r 
By Suzanne King 


LEE — At the Oct. 20 school 
committee meeting Superinten- 
Pt yey Zukowski made a 
D se to a roomful of upset par- 
sn the next nara as 
bus is overcrowded, the situati | 
will be handled differently. ape | 
On the afternoon of Oct. 20, | 
eight students had to be taken off 
a crowded bus at Central School 
because the bus was filled beyond 
eed 
entral School Princi 
Stephen Cozzaglio took gate: 
dents off the bus, which was tak- 
ing students home after school 
and gave them a ride in his own | 
ar. All the students livelessthan 
1.5 miles from the school. 
According to state law, the 
school district is not responsible 
for providing transportation tostu- 
dents who live less than 1.5 miles 
from school, but the Lee school 
district has always tried to make 
room for students who live closer. 
Bi oeeed oe at the 
’ e ee 
‘ee crowded. eo 
arents said they should 
been notified about What caiuee. 
P pening. They were worried when 
their children did not get off the 
| school bus as usual and concerned 
| that theirchildren were being sent 


Continued on A10 
a 9 ~ 


v ? y. 


jetter | 


00 upon completion of the 

own de- 
initial money has been 
John H. Fitzpatrick, R- 
o co-owns the Red Lion Inn and 


rator Frank Abbondanzio says the 
golf course will be 
golfing days to make 
Envisioned as a revenue pro- 
town Officials say 
financially self- 


the Lee Selectmen Monday: 
Lee Police Chief Edward Finne- 


a] 2s See jess an : ree nt is n UN eee cr ok) near 
~ and Charles O’Neil who has be n hired to do custodial et 
work in Town Hall and the Police Department. Lee Public 4 


Works Chairman David Parker told 
Finnegan would do his work in 
fice. Finnegan objected to the 
been a vocal critic of Finnegan an 
-- Allowed the Pee-Wee Football Lea; 
untary road toll on Main Str 
the Special Olymp 
-- Learned that Building Inspector Robe 
pursue legal action against Fred Mercer 
comply with requirements to impr 


Marble Street. 


ground in 

Lee town representatives ap 

1 to form a three-person boar’ 

to regionalize its schoo! 
nities. 

Lee School Sup' 
in favor of the proposal, 
be unable to afford its existing © 
out going into a regional school district. 

ee ee 


‘Zukowski -- a strong advocate 
district for all of Berkshire County or at 
-- sayS 
two eat to the town representatives. 
Town-meeting representatives 
$1,000 for expenses for the board. 
In a related matter, the Tryingha 


endorsed the creation of a similar 
Tryingham and Lee s 

Lenox voters wil 
similar regional schoo 


DA 
| Berkshire County District At 

ing’s office chastised the Lee Selectme 
failing to keep minutes of meet 

The recently formed Berkshire alliance 
ernment filed a complaint a 
cerning the Tryingha 
District Attorney Joseph A. Pieropa 


advocacy group’s comp 
|)\ lectmen to keep recorded minutes of all 


av 
- 


of a large 


J-study committee. 


as oe “ 
Ss 
Great BARRINGTON, MassAacHUSETT Ss 
mM ‘the 


Lee Bridge 
Trouble Far 


From Over 
Mill St. Span Cant 


+) 


—) 


ee se 
©, 


the Selectmen that 


hiring of O’Neil who has 
d the Lee police force. 

gue to hold a vol- 
eet Saturday from 
ics Committee to hold a toll Dec. 5- 6. 


ove his property on 


Regional school issue gains 
Lee, Tryingham 


proved last week a pro- 
d to explore ways for Lee 
| system with neighboring commu- || 


the committee would make a recomme 


laint and instructe 


. fis rights as an 
take the 
‘Zukowski 8 
tents whose 
S ‘and do not 
tapset that 
*den ho 


>“ y; 
fffarious with my son that 
©:that car. I have 


ye 


te 


* 
. 
\ 


10 to 2, and | 


the police of- 


= s 


% 


rt Lester may 
for failing to 


| 


erintendent Henry T. Zukowski spoke |) 
saying that the school system may 
ducational program with- 


regional school 
least south county 


ndation in 


voted to allocate 


m School Committee 
board in Tyringham. 
hare educational services. 

Il act Oct. 30 on two articles callin 


g for a 


\ 
\ 
it 


chastises Lee Selectmen 


torney Gerard D. Down- 
n last month for 


ings held June 18 and 24. 


for Open Gov- 


pout the meeting held con- 


m Road Bridge project. Assistant 
n upheld the citizens 


d the Lee Se- 
their meetings. 


‘Lee Bridge Woes 


Continued from Al 


wrong messages. Ay 
aglio was within 


administrator to 
himself, 


children 
know Cozzaglio were 
their children 
th a stranger. 

know this 
aid. “I was 
he got in 
told him for 10 
ars, not to get in a car wit! 


me Wi 
“J don’t happen to 
” Sue Patterson § 


rs 


“The, 


‘portance of the Arts.” 


PovKch sre Counter 
Church in Lee f'5-,.> 
Has Ham Supper , 
Saturday Evening 49 e 


LEE — Church of the Good 
Shepherd on Main Street in South 
Lee will hold a harvest supper this 
Saturday, Oct. 24, from 5 to 7 p.m. 

The menu will include baked ham, 
scalloped potatoes, butternut squash, 
cabbage slaw, pineapple chunks, and 
apple and pumpkin pies. 

The supper is one of several 
events held during the year by the 
Episcopal Church women’s group to 
help raise funds for causes it sup- 
ports and for church expenses. 


—_————q@uqoowan_ ins an 

|meeting Oct. 14 at Oak 

Resort in South Lee. pee 
He succeeds M 

Stockbridge. AP, Somes 
_Also elected were Paul LaPlante 

vice president; Joan Gazzaniga, 

second vice | president; Ronald S. 

Goss, third vice president; and Janet 


\A P 5 
jA. Patterson, recording secretary, all 


| 


of Williamstown. 
A eae Marie V. LaMare, North 
Jams, corresponding secretary; and 
Elizabeth F. Lott, treasurer. and 
Corretta H. Bolio, assistant trea- 
surer, both of Hinsdale. 
Cyrus Moore, spoke on ‘The Im- 


CULD 4 Iai 


Cvs an 


ect Town 
Property 


=~~p--cultatives Want 
More Time for Study 


By Suzanne King 


i 
0 
iN 


Le 
' 
d 
| LEE — Town representatives 
ft passed over an article at the Oct. 
|~ 15special town meeting that would 
~ have placed seven parcels of town- 
|” owned land under the control of 
: 4 the Conservation Commission 
- Representatives voted 24 to 11 
S * pass over the measure, saying 
Ki ey wanted to have more infor- 
(4 mation before voting on it. 


lg The need for the measure was 


{ raised by several citiz i 
+ ens, includ- 
< ee members of the Conservation 
2 ommission, at an August public 
m earing on the proposed Rain For- 
i est Conservatory project. 
ST Information that town officials 
| yWere thinking of donating town- 
| owned land to attract the multi- 
million dollar project to Lee was of 
concern to many of those who 
og at the hearing. 

e town meeting article w 

oul 

| have given the control of oats 
owned land to the C i 
Commission, an intel eed 
ne. : appointed town 


The provision would have made 


Bear School Buses rangers” Pe aneprrusion woul 
HA ‘e Another parent said her | town-ownedland pedercien 
By Suzanne King +S younger daughter was very upset thirds vote b ch ,Tequiring a two- 
eithen her older brother was taken Cuntercatis ts me members of the 
LEE — The Tyringham Road ‘Soff the bus, while she was left be- Chirda"eots E thir as ae a two- 
bridge will be open to heavy traffic A find. tatives’ end par ite represen- 
by the first of November, but the an Jukowski told the parents that lmlatave techn of the state leg- 
town’s bridge troubles are notover “af this ever happens again, af ‘ ar- Good aie land use. 
yet. : ‘ ne that you will be called. District rr eae ; 
According to school superinten- ‘-. He said the bus has never been Delars'Comsoiatt representative 
dent Henry T. Zukowski, a Lee “go full that some students could mite acod - called the mea- 
school bus that drives across the “not get on. Although he saidit was the article aoe Sens saying 
wooden Mill Street bridge in - unlikely to happen again, he said ing passed 1 Jon mae the zon- 
Lenoxdale has been rerouted be- “he and Cozzaghio will look into the ‘atastrisl park’G * pubs alight 
cause the bridge’s posted weight | “situation to see what can be done. This anigizents ute 102. 
limit is too low for the bus. | =. Parents were also concerned | ginning,” Conia sents the be- 
News of the Lenoxdale bridge | “that their children might be de- [Ree ears BAK “but at 
weight limit came during the Oct. nied transportation, even if they Selectman John D v, nena 
19 selectmen’s meeting just after -live just under 1.5 miles from said the measure should be dizi 
Town Administrator Frank ~school. : ie cused atapublichsafingbe dis- 
Abbondanzio announced that the But school committee mem)” TS is voted'on bet Sulack ng before it 
Tyringham Road bridge’s tempo- “assured them that erery ins Dealy dissaete es Sats Martin 
rary replacement, a steel “acrow” : would be done to see that that ae | who attended the Rain spore 
bridge, will be jnstalled during “not happen. Board member Ju lic hearing had given Forest pub- 
the week of Oct. 26. * Olds said the district is lucky be- directive” for the to a ‘very clear 
“Seause “very rarely is a child or this kind of oe to adopt 
Several representatives ex- 


| heavy school buses © 


ttee chairman 


\ Garol LePrevost said at the 
selectmen’s meeting that she had 
asked Zukowski to look into the 
Lenoxdale bridge’s weight limit 


after selectmen Chairman Diane 
Roosa expressed concern about 
ssing the 


a 


School commi 


ae 
a 


bd : 

ys a wi S 
ff 

e 

3] 


pressed concern about placi 
ee Lista! ah the hands of the 
ation issi 
pointed eal mmission, an ap- 
; e parcels under considerati 
tio: 
ied Longcope Park, Ferndliff 
x epee ae Pond Park 
arton Park, th 1 
Forest and Abbey Court sea 


P33 


0) 
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——s \ 


Lo 
pm cers, (152. 


ne. Hope Anne Barnes, Frog Hollow, 


id 


ope a 
1 Housatonic, admitted Sept. 


30. : “ 


Robert Nosier, 46 Railroad St., 


D Lee, admitted Oct. 1. 
3 


ial 
: Ann Leydet, Brown Memorial, 
~ Marble Street, Lee, admitted Oct. 6. 


Helen Bachetti, RFD 2, 


Box 201, 


-¥ Great Barrington, admitted Oct. 6. 


tr 
1 st., Lee, admitted Oct. 6. 


Births 


| BMC 
\~ To Kathy Antoniazzi, 1 


» 

, t., Lee, Sept. 30, a son. 
$ To Mark and Sara 
Formel, RD 2, 304 Park 


Samuel Towle, 3 South Prospect 


West Park 


h Barnes 
St., Great 


Barrington, Oct. 5, a daughter. 
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ohce 


By Marsden Epworth 
The Register Citizen 


CANAAN, Conn. — An oil 
tanker truck owned by a Lee, 
Mass., company clipped a Euclid 
loader parked opposite the Pfizer 
Inc. quarry on Low Road yester- 
day morning, spilling 700 gallons 
of diesel fuel on the hard-packed 


<< soil. 


LS 


A state environmental official 


™ termed the spill “manageable.” 


~\ 


‘The accident occurred while 


J™' the driver of the loader was “in- 


Q 


Q 


side on a coffee break,” said 
David Dudek, assistant plant 
manager for the pharmaceutical 
firm. The oil truck driver was 
swinging left to round a building 
when his truck hit the loader, 
ripping a two-foot gash in the 


nt) side of the tank. 


© 


Canaan firefighters reached the 
scene within minutes of the spill 


_ and assisted Pfizer employees in 
Q containing the spill, keeping it 


v 
= 


» 
~ 


from spreading by mounding low 
walls of rock and soil around the 
oil pool. Town Deputy Fire Mar- 
shal Edward G. McGuire said that 

ecause the soil was mostly 


“ powdered limestone, it was un- 
\W likely the oil would sink into the 


ground or enter the ground water. 


in Conn: diesel fuel’ spill 


Halpin declined to name the 


driver in yesterday’s accident | 


here, and those who answered 
the office phone in Lee said they 
did not know. 

Dudek said oil was delivered to 
the quarry routinely to fuel 
equipment there. The Canaan 
operation does “quite a bit of 
business with Halpin.” He termed 
Halpin a “good supplier” and was 
unaware of any other accidents in 
connection with oil deliveries to 
Pfizer. 

Clean Berkshires Inc. of 
Lanesboro, Mass., will conduct 
the cleanup: Company Vice Pres- 
ident John B. Anthony, who ar- 
rived in Canaan yesterday after- 
noon, said an estimated 50 cubic 
yards of contaminated dirt will be 
excavated and taken to a dump, 
where it will be covered and kept 
until samples are analyzed. If the 
materials found in the analysis 
are ones that the company is cer- 
tified to handle, the dirt will be 
trucked to Clean Berkshires’ 
plant, where petroleum is re- 
moved and the soil made avail- 
able for clean fill. 

Dudek said Halpin was assum- 
ing the cost of the cleanup. Hal- 
pin, who stayed on the scene all 
day, confirmed that with a shake 


| 
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Wish lists sought 


from Lee teachers 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The wish lists of teach- 
ers are often at the mercy of tight 
budgets set by school committees, 
But Lee teachers may get some of 
what they want with more than 
$100,000 in extra school funds 
generated by the school-choice 
law and other state aid. 

Teachers at Lee Central and 
Lee High School have been asked 
to submit their ideas, and School 
Superintendent Henry T. Zukow- 
ski will pass them on to the 
School Committee. 

Lee Central School Principal 
Steven Cozzaglio said he is com- 
Piling a list of teachers’ sugges- 
tions. So far teachers have sug- 
gested having an in-service train- 
ing program to teach sign lan- 
guage; compiling “activity pack- 
ets” for younger students and 
their parents; enhancing the ac- 
celerated reading program, which 
is based on rewards and incen- 
tives, and implementing a hands- 
on math program similar to the 
hands-on science program al- 


| ready in place. 


Cozzaglio said that by giving 


| teachers input into how money is 


spent, the School Committee is 
creating “a joint effort.” 

“It gives teachers the opportu- 
nity to become part of a pro- 
gram,” he said. 

Zukowski explained that in fis- 
cal year 1992 the School Depart- 
ment received $117,000 in school 


, choice funds, due to the 19 stu- 


dents from other towns who at- 
tended Lee schools. In addition, 


The Purestire Eas 


(B 


at the Lee Library 


the schools received another 
$92,100 in state money, based on a 
$100-per-pupil allocation. " 

Of those funds about $50,000 
was earmarked for some unantic- 
ipated special-education costs 
that arose during the current fis- 
cal year. The School Committee 
also approved hiring a new 
French and Spanish teacher at 
the elementary school, and other 
staff development money was 
appropriated. 

After those expenses, there 
remains another $112,000 for the 
schools’ discretionary use, said 
Zukowski. 

Neil F. Clarke, president of the 
Lee Education Association, said 
he welcomes the opportunity for 
teachers to participate in deci- 
sion-making. 

“It’s a step in the right direc- 
tion,” said Clarke, who has been 
critical in the past of what he 

' said was teachers’ exclusion from 
certain decision-making pro- 
cesses. 

But he said he would like the 
matter to. be more formalized, to 
ensure participation and follow- 
through. 

At this point, he said, teachers 
have the impression they are be- 
ing casually asked to submit sug- 
gestions as individuals. 

“Y'm looking for a little more 
formalized meeting, more formal 
sessions with brainstorming and 
more interplay,” he said. 

In the current fiscal year, Lee 
will receive even more money’ 
because of the school-choice law, 
as 32 students from other districts 
are now enrolled in Lee schools. 


pcb Oct F,/992 


are era by students of Berkshire County artist 
ibition of work by stu ) a atho, 
ae eet be on view at the Lee Library Oct - thr g 
Brnere ‘will be an opening day reception from 6 to 7: ; 


The how features drawings, water colors, and oils. 
s g 


? a Lee Debra Deres, Canaan, N.Y.; 

West Stockbridge Marie B Walsh, ’ 

Linda Ferren. Pittsfield; Pamela Narkun, Lenox; and Phoebe Bell 
’ 


ae . 4 

| eae terre been working with Bautzman Monday nights 
e 

Lenox Community Center. 

| 


\ Fire company members stayed 
* until Michael Capuano, a senior 
~ emergency response coordinator 
>) for the state Department of En- 
\ vironmental Protection, arrived 
\ at 11:30 p.m. 
_ Ronald J. Halpin, president and 
“. owner of R.J. Halpin Inc., the Lee 
, trucking firm making the oil de- 
~ livery, reached the scene within 
j\an hour of the spill. He declined 
* “to discuss the accident, saying, 
“Let's not talk about it, OK?” He 


of his head but was unwilling to 
discuss the accident or what it 
would cost, 


t the 


Isie McAllister 


was clearly shaken by the inci- 
dent 

Halpin has made a name for 
himself in the trucking industry 
and with regulatory industries for 
his efforts in promoting safety 
and efficiency among his drivers, 
according to a 1990 story in The 


Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., on Nov. 
3, 1908, daughter of William and 
earl Bisby Green, she was edu- 
ated in schools there. She moved 


_LEE — Mrs. Elsie Fae McAl- | 


3 ) Lee as a young woman. \ 

Sits tie aking company Mrs. McAllister was a book- R\ 
lost a driver in an accident May 9 eeper at Haddad Rug Co. in pking ete > 
1990, in which 6,000 gallons of oi] | 1Sfield and later worked in the ] ae High to comp i > 

» in ¥ Sm & ame capacity at Elise Farar i _ Le : ogram §\) 
were spilled in New Lebanon, n quiz pr er ast 
N.Y. In June 1988, in another ac- Dox, retiring in 1970. om igh School will SSS | 
+ Peller ak atom Her husband, Dr. John McAl- — Lee Hig’ nigh Ss | 
cident involving the death of the LEE ith Windsor $ 


driver, 3,000 gallons of fuel oil 
spilled into the Green River in 
Williamstown, Mass. 


ister, died in 1954. 
_The funeral will be conducted 
‘morrow at 10 at Perkins Chapel 
| First Congregational Church by 
Je Rev. Mary Moschella, pastor. 
Burial will be in Stockbridge 
Cemetery, Stockbridge. 

Calling hours at Kelly Funeral 
Home will be today from 2 to 4. 
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Dufour may supply 


The Berkshire Eagle, 


to solve Lee bridge 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The bus company that . 
transports some Tyringham valley 
students to school in Lee may 
provide a 16-passenger minivan 
that will meet the 7-ton weight 
limit on the Tyringham Road 

idge. 
pert Ryan, safety director 
for Dufour Escorted Tours, said 
however that the 16-passenger 
vehicle might not be large 
enough, since there are about 20 
children who take that route on 
one of two daily bus runs. The 
other bus run transports 14 stu- 
dents. 


23 students . 


Lee Central School Principal 
Steven Cozzaglio said there are 23 
students eligible to ride the bus 
that serves students in kinder- 
garten through Grade 6, but ac- 
tual ridership is slightly lower. 
Seven of those students are from 
Lee, while up to 16 are from Tyr- 
ingham, he said. 

If arrangements can be made 
for the additional students, he 
said, the van could be put on the 


school started, when Lee officials 
informed Tyringham that stan- 
dard-sized schoo] buses may no 
longer go over the bridge. Previ- 
ously there had been no en- 
forcement of the weight limit, and 
it was largely ignored. 

At first, children were being 
escorted back and forth over the 
bridge on foot, to transfer from 
one bus to the other. 

Since then, however, Tyring- 
ham officials temporarily solved 
the problem by substituting the 
town’s own minibus, which cur- 
rently serves a different bus route 
to Goose Pond. The Goose Pond 
bus is owned and operated by the 
town of Tyringham; the Tyring- 
ham Road bus run is handled by 
Dufour. The change meant that a 
Dufour driver was driving the 
town’s minibus on Tyringham 
Road. 

Selectman Mary C. Hale said 
yesterday that the town wants to 
put the minibus back onto its 

*sinal Goose Pond route for two 
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minivan 
dilemma 


reasons: Dufour may be providing 
its own minivan, and the smaller 
bus is safer on the winter roads 
at Goose Pond. 

Hale said she knows of two 
students who are moving out of 
Tyringham next week and will no 
longer need be counted as bus 
passengers. 

The Tyringham valley bus 
transports not only Tyringham 
students, but Lee students who 
live in the Cone Park section of 
Tyringham Road, near Route 102. 
Tyringham has transported those 
students for years as a courtesy, 
but is under no obligation to do 
so. 
The town of Lee will hold a 
special town meeting next 
Thursday at Lee Central School 
to consider appropriating $34,000 
to pay for any costs associated 
with reinforcing the bridge until 
it is replaced with a permanent 
structure. 

The state plans to replace the 
bridge in early 1994. 


| fle Aereshirr Fag. Pio} 


road as early as next Tuesday. 
School bus drivers and drivers 
of other overweight municipal 
vehicles have been ordered to | 
stay off the bridge because they 
exceed the 7-ton limit. Police 
have been asked to step up en- 
forcement of other overweight 
vehicles as well. | 
Efforts are under way on sev- 
eral fronts either to reinforce the 
bridge or to install at a temporary 
span, to enable school buses, fire 
engines, milk trucks, snowplow | 
trucks and other heavy vehicles | 
to get from Lee to Tyringham. 
The weight limit problem sur-) 
faced just a few days before 


Turk Wendell 
To Speak in Lee 
This Tuesday 


_LEE — Turk Wendell of Dalton, 
Pitching prospect with the Chicago 


Cubs, will be guest speaker at the 


Hot Corner Baseball Card Club’s 
meeting Tuesday, Oct. 13, 

The monthly session will begin at 
7 P-m. at the Lee High School 
gymnasium on Greylock Street. 

A  question-answer period will 
follow the talk, along with an auto- 
graph session. 

The club’s purpose is to promote 
baseball card collecting as a hobby. 
Anyone interested in joining is in- 
vited to attend the meeting or call 


Kevin Bartini or Joe Furgal, club | 


Rors<i we Cn 


BEY, 1992. | 


advisors, 


The 
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Commercial property val 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — A decline in the town’s overall 
property valuation will mean slight tax 
increases for Lee taxpayers, the Asses- 
sors told the Selectmen last night. 

However, because the tax rate has not 
yet been certified by the state, the As- 
sessors couldn’t say just what that new 
rate will be for fiscal year 1993. In fiscal 
year 1992 the tax rate was. $12 per $1,000 
of property valuation, for both residen- 
tial and commercial property. 

The town’s property valuation has 
dropped by about $15.5 million, from 
$399 millid ~*~ “~~-1 1009 ta £294 millian 


in fiscal 
diy al Harold A. Gage 
The dra R 


due mostly to a 30 percent drop in 
commercial property values, which went 
from $73 million to $57 million. 

Residential property values, based on 
1991 sales figures, increased by about $4 
million, from $266 million to $270 mil- 
lion, the Assessors said. Industrial 
property declined in value from $45 mil- 
lion to $40 million, while personal 
property valuation went up slightly, from 
$14 million to $15 million. 

Assessors Chairman William Derrick 
said he expects tax bills to go out by the 
end of this week. As usual, both com- 
mercial and residential property will be 
taxed at the same rate, the board said. 

‘tman John E. DeVarennes pre- 
he tax increase will add just over 


LEE — Harold A. Gage, 79, of Per $1,000 of property valuation. 


ber 


| Letter coming 


| _ Tristany, who was at the Se- 
| lectmen’s meeting, said she 

would write a letter to refute 
Lucy’s, which she said contained 
| “nonsense.” 

Tristany said later a Locker 
Room patron was intoxicated and 
“sprawled” on her family’s porch 
on Saturday, and other people 
were banging on her family’s 
windows. 

Police confirmed that Frede- 

| rick O. Machac, 36, of Walton, 

N.Y., was arrested and charged 
_ with disturbing the peace and 
trespassing. 


a 
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Derrick said the decline in commer- 
cial property values was largely because 
commercial properties generated far 
less income during the recent recession. 
Apartment and motel vacancy rates, for 


example, were up and the buildings , 


therefore generated less income for 


property owners, he said. 


Locker Room actions 


In other business last night, Selectmen 
Chairman Diane P. Roosa read a letter 
from The Locker Room sports bar’s 
owner, Donald Lucy, who outlined steps 
he said he has taken to address com- 
plaints about the business at 232 Main 
St. 

Lucy listed a number of changes and 


VALUATION, continued on B5 


@ Cape Street, East Lee, died Sat- 
urday at home. 


Born in Lee on May 3, 1913, son 
of Sylvester and Lucy Cordonier 
Gage, he attended Lee schools. 


An Army veteran of World War 
II, he served in the European and 
African Middle Eastern theaters 
from 1942 to 1945. 


Before and after his military 
service, Mr. Gage owned and op- 
erated a trucking business. From 
1951 until retiring in 1981, he was 
employed by Westfield River Pa- 
per Co. at its Mountain Mill in 
Lee, where he was a shop stew- 
ard. 


He enjoyed hunting, fishing and 
gardening. 


He and his wife, the former 
Eunice Johnson Barlow, cele- 
brated their 38th wedding anni- 
versary on April 10. 

Besides his wife, he leaves a 
stepson, Robert L. Barlow of 
Stamford, Vt.; a brother, Elmer I. 
Gage of Pittsfield; two sisters, 
Mrs. Eleanor L. Woodward of 
Rowe and Mrs. Elsie M. Dagruel 
of Housatonic, and two grand- 
children. 

The funeral will be tomorrow at 
10 at Kelly Funeral Home. Burial 
. will be in Fairmount Cemetery, 
Lee. 

Calling hours at the funeral 
home will be tonight from 7 to 9. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Lee Visiting Nurse 
Association through the funeral 
home. 
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| M@ VALUATION, from B1 


improvements to the. property 
/ which he said cost more than 
$15,000: more toilet facilities, a 
grease trap, acoustical improve- 
ments and an alarm system that 
alerts staff when patrons are 
leaving through the back door 
into a parking lot. 

The business employs 12 peo- 
ple, he wrote, and the property is 
no longer an “eyesore” on Main 
Street. Also, he said, the business 
has collected thousands of dollars 
in door receipts for various char- 
itable organizations, he wrote. He 
wrote that neighbor Marguerite 
Tristany often takes Pictures of 
patrons in the rear Parking lot 


} and writes down their license 


numbers, which leads to confron- 


tations in which Police are called 
by her, he said. ~ 


property 


AS 


/99. 
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ent in Lee 


Also last night, the Selectmen 
received Town Administrator 
Frank Abbondanzio’s opinion that 
signs hanging in the offices of the 
Town Clerk and the Department 
of Public works were “in poor 
taste” but did not constitute sex- 
ual harassment. 


Resident Joseph Castronova, 
who was accused of sexually 
harassing a town employee last 
month, had complained about the 
signs, which Suggested women are 
superior to men. 


The Selectmen also appointed 
James Shea as the new dog of- 
ficer. He has been serving as 
temporary dog officer since 
Richard Faber resigned last 
month. There were five appli- 


cants for the job, the Selectmen 
Said. 
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late-night noise at truc 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Neighbors of the Val- 
lerie Transportation Services 
terminal on Marble Street have 
hired a lawyer to handle what 
they say is a continuing dispute 
regarding trucking noise after 9 
p.m. 


“It’s annoying to us and it’s a 
juisance and we don’t have to 
Jisten to it,” said Mary Seward, 
who with her husband, Stephen, 
lives in the house next to the 
trucking terminal driveway. 


Not every night 


She said the noise problems 
aren’t a nightly occurrence, but 
when trucks come and go at late 
hours the couple are kept awake. 
She said she and her husband 
hired Lenox attorney Philip F. 


Women’s Services sets 
divorce workshops 


PITTSFIELD — Women’s Serv- 
ices of Western Massachusetts 
will conduct do-it-yourself di- 
vorce workshops at the Pittsfield 
office, 146 First St 

Each workshop will consist of 
four 90-minute sessions that will 
meet once a week for four con- 
secutive weeks. The workshop 
series will start tomorrow at 5 
p.m., and will continue for the 
next three Wednesday evenings. 

The workshops are designed for 
low-income residents seeking 
simple, uncontested divorce 
without the services of an attor- 
ney. The fee is a sliding scale of 
$5 to $35 based on net income or 
public assistance benefits. 

The workshops are not suitable 
for people owning real estate, 
substantial personal property, 
stocks, bonds, inheritance rights, 
pension rights, or who have child 
_custody disputes. 

& Registration for the workshops 
“Gs required. Participants must be 
Screened and registered before 
the start of the first workshop. No 
-walk-ins will be accepted. One 
may call 499-2425 for registration 
and screening. 

* Child care is not available dur- 
“ing the workshops. 


Heller to represent them because 
it isn’t clear whether the Select- 
men or building inspector have 
any authority over the trucking 
company. 

At last night’s Selectmen’s 
meeting, building inspector 
Robert W. Lester said it appears 
the current terminal ‘manager, 
Michael E. Maher, may differ 
with the previous terminal man- 
ager regarding an agreement 
about hours of operation. 

The Selectmen said last night 
they will consult with town coun- 
sel Jerome Scully to determine if 
the town can legally enforce 
noise ordinances, or if such 
complaints must be formally 
brought by the neighbors as pri- 
vate individuals. 

Maher, who was not at last 
night’s meeting, said yesterday 
that there is nothing to prevent 
occasional late-night operation at 
the terminal. 

“It's my contention that no- 
where did we say we won't oper- 
ate after 9 p.m.,” said Maher. 

One company official wrote that 
the hours of operation are from 
“approximately” 6 a.m. to 9 p.m.; 
in a different letter another offi- 
cial wrote that “whenever possi- 
ble” truckers will avoid dock op- 
erations between 9 p.m. and 6 
a.m. 

According to letters back and 
forth between the town and other 
Vallerie officials, complaints 
about late-night noise go back to 
1989. Letters indicate a continu- 
ing disagreement between the 
town and the company about 
whether truck traffic is allowed 
after 9 p.m. 

The company took measures to 
alleviate some of the noise, ac- 


> - \ . 
‘ Lee Land Trust ¢ 200ses its leaders 
Q ~~ LEE — The Lee Land Trust membership has elected its first board 


4.0f directors and officers and put the finishing touches on their bylaws 


and articles of incorporation that will officially propel them into 


being. Attorney Sarah Bell will 
ove i 
yy) work for legal approval, officials aren en Seto talepeyal cieaae 


library. The public has been invited to attend. 


The land trust noted elections 
equirements of such’an Sicanisigitny acai 
Work, and will continue to do so 
members present share equally in de 
The next meeting is scheduled for Thur: 


ry to complete the legal 
and Stressed that it preferred to 
» In an environment where all 
cision-making and policy setting. 
sday, Oct. 29, at 6:30 at the 


fae ae to a one-year term were M.L. Johansen, Lester 
year os “ weet and Diane Wespiser. Those chosen for a two- 
re Robert Walsh, Raymond Gaynor, Deborah Garry and 


Joan Clemons. Elected for a thre 
Naomi Gordon, Timothy Gray and 

Elected officers were Garry 
solati, vice president; and Gray, 


e-year term were Deidre Consolati 
a 
Dorothy Fraser. 4 


treasurer; Clemons, secr | 
: ; : etary; = 
president. et 
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cording to letters, by 


late-night truck drivers to drop 


off and hook up traile 


Lime property, just south of the 


truck terminal. 


In August 1991, Lester threat- | 
ened legal action against Vallerie 

for violating the agreement re- 
garding -hours of operation. 


Company official Steve 


then informed terminal managers 
to remind truck drivers of late- 


night procedures. 


Costing thousands 


Maher said yesterday that Val- 
lerie Transportation Services, a | 


Connecticut-based 


spends about $12,000 per year to . 


pay late-night truck 
park their trailers at 


property. He said most business 


is finished by 9 p.m., 


sionally there is late-night activ- 


ity at the terminal. 


He said he hasn’t received any 
official notification that neigh- 
bors are bothered by noise. | 


In a conversation 


Heller said his clients want as- | 
surances that the town will en- 
whatever agreements 
made with Vallerie regarding the 


force 


hours of operation. 
He also said the 
which is owned by 


Mercer, is operating with a tem- 
porary occupancy permit and 
must have a permanent permit. 
Lester said Mercer doesn’t have 
a permanent occupancy permit 
because he hasn’t done the nec- 


essary landscaping to 
building from the road. 
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—™ annual 
\Community Scholarship pro, 
> for 1993. 0 ee 
Through the scholarship pro-| - 
gram, high school seniors from) 
Lee, 
Great Barrington may apply for a 
$1,000 tuition scholarship for the . 
[py 1993-1994 school year. 


| The Premeshire fagle 
Century Cable 


offers scholarships 


LEE — Philip Hopkins, man- 
| ager of Century Berkshire Cable, 


announced the company’s 
Century Cable Cares 


Lenox, Stockbridge and | 


| N _As part of a national competi- | 
tion, 


company, | 


drivers to | 
Lee Lime 


but occa- | 


yesterday, 


it 


building, 
Frederick 


office. 


shield the 


On Aug. 2, 1991, Lester wrote to 
Mercer stating that he had 30 
days to correct that problem and 


others on the property. 
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munity service. A local selection | 
committee will 
semifinalists to participate in the 
final round at Century’s corporate | 
') 


Century Communications 


X corp. is offering 55 $1,000 schol- 
arships to students in communi- | 
ties where Century provides ca- 

| ble television service. | 
Now in its fourth year, the 

program has awarded more than | 

| $135,000 in scholarships to high | 
school seniors. For the past two . 
years, students from Lee High 

School have been among recipi- | 

_ ents of these scholarships. 

Students are evaluated on their 
academic performance, 
ship skills, extracurricular activ- 
ities, financial need and, most 
importantly, service to the com- 
munity. 

Student are required to write a 
personal ‘essay about their com- | 


| 
leader- 
’ 


choose three 


A selection committee at the | 
corporate office will then select | 
one winner from Century’s serv- 
| ice area in South Berkshire. 


Gr f° 67 


Olan Mills 


Mr. and Mrs. John Browne 


Brownes celebrate 5 Oth 


LEE — Mr. and Mrs. J 
: . John 
bigs of Hyde Place celebrated 
eir 50th wedding anniversary at 
a party Sept. 16 given by the Hyde 
ae Pte ingn and a family 
ept. 19 at t i 
ee he Whale Inn in 
The couple have four child 
Kenneth Browne of Lee; Mrs, 
Deborah Kear of Waltham; Rus- 


sell Browne of Marion; and 
Norman Browne of Detroit, Mich. 
They also have 11 grandchildren. 

The Brownes were married 
Sept. 20, 1942, at 10 Hale St. 
Rockport. : 

Mrs. Browne is the former L. 
June Lachman of Rockport, and 
Mr. Browne, a native of Boston, is 
a retired baker. 


By Brian Sullivan 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


in doubt, get the ball to 
r. That’s what the 
, i m did yesterday, as 
ae pater tallied twice 
the game to rally the 
: a 2-2 tie against ao 
3 ‘vision leader Lee in Berk- 
. comnts girls’ soccer. Sarah 
Blaisdell’s two goals had given 
the Wildcats an early 2-0 lead. 
Elsewhere, Mount ; Greylock 
blanked Lenox 6-0 while Hoosac 
Valley earned a 1-0 win over 
Drury. Wahconah dropped a 2-0 
| independent contest to West 
| Springfield, and Pittsfield and 
Monument tied 1-1 in a night 
| game. 
"Also yesterday, one of the 
longest scholastic unbeaten 
streaks anywhere in the United 


'team defeated Wahconah 6-0, 
|! snapping the Warrior program’s 
nbeaten streak at 149 games. 

“This was bound to happen, 


1 teams on the schedule,” 
Wahconah varsity girls’ coach 


tates came to an end when the 
est Springfield junior varsity _ 


Bob Powell, who also coached the | 


‘jayvee program during most of its 


streak. “We play in Division 1 [in | 


the Western Mass. tournament] 


and to be competitive we have to | 


play at all levels.” 


Taconic 2, Lee 2 


LEE — Turner, who leads the 
league with 15 goals, helped bring 
the Braves back from a 2-0 deficit 
after Blaisdell had scored early 

in each half. 

Turner drove a low shot to the 
right corner with 24 minutes left 
in the game to cut the Lee lead in 

half. And with 6:41 remaining, she 
delivered the equalizer from 
about 16 yards out. 

Lee held Taconic to three shots 
in the first half but was outshot 8- 
5 in the second half. 

_ Taconic won the jayvee game, 
2-1, 
Goals: Lee — Blaisdell (2). Taconic — 

Turner (2). 

Assists: Lee — A.J. Skowron. 
Goalles: Lee — Mo Kennedy, 7 saves. 

Taconic — Paula Ciepiela, 9 saves. 


: 


Girls’ Soccer 


NORTHERN DIVISION 
(Overall records in parentheses) 
W LT Pts GF GA 
Wahconah (7-2-1) ... Or Psi 20 6 
Pittsfield (5-2-2) ... Habe Forex heel g 
Mt. Greylock (6-2) ... 2s O\0 fe) 21 3 
Hoosac (4-5) .. Dm By ote 
Taconic (3-4-1) ... Tn 2ien-24 
L T Pts GF GA 
Lee (5-2-1) seereessevees PANE seh ee Gg 
Monument (4-3-2) ... ot 8° 19" - 13 
St. Joseph's (4-4) Oar Beta? atl 
Mt. Everett (2-4) AMO PAY ORE AS 
Lenox (0-7) ... Pt ON ee 20, 
Drury (0-8) .... BOO) o'S. 133 
Yesterday's Results 
Taconic 2, Lee 2 
Hoosac 1, Drury 0 
Greylock 6, Lenox 0 
W. Springfield 2, Wahconah 0 
Pittsfield 1, Monument 1 
~ 
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meeting “ 


to address bridge funds 


By Ellen G, Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Town representatives 
will attend a special town meet- 
ing tomorrow to vote on a 10- 
article warrant which includes a 
question on whether to approve 
$34,000 for the reinforcement of 
the Tyringham Road bridge. 

The meeting will be at 7:30 p.m. 
in the Lee Central School audi- 
torium. 

The $34,000 figure is based on 
an estimate from Tighe & Bond, 
an engineering firm that pre- 
pared a design and estimate for 
reinforcing the bridge. 

The bridge is currently posted 
for vehicles no heavier than 7 
tons and is insufficient to handle 
overweight vehicles — including 
school buses, snow plows, sanding 
trucks and commercial vehicles 
that use the bridge to get from 
Lee to Tyringham and Monterey. 


Conservation lands 


In addition to the bridge funds, 
town representatives will also be 
asked to consider whether vari- 
ous parcels of town-owned land 
should be placed under the au- 
thority of the Conservation 
Commission to protect them from 
possible development. 

._ That article came about after 
‘the New England Tropical Con- 
servatory approached the town 


this year about siting a $35 mil- 


lion tropical rain forest facility 
on one of several parcels of town 
‘land. The three pieces of prop- 
‘erty are currently undeveloped 
“open space. 

~ Residents objected to placing 


EON tes? 


sf 


The Berkshire Eagle, Friday,-October 16, 1992 — 


the project on town land, and 
some residents proposed that the 
parcels in question — and all 
other town-owned land — be pro- 
tected from development by vest- 
ing administration of the property 
in the Conservation Commission. 
That change must be approved by 
a town meeting. 


Regional school study 


Another article asks the repre- 
sentatives to authorize the town 
moderator to appoint a regional 
school study committee to ex- 
plore whether the town should 
enter into a regional school 
agreement with another town or 
school district. A related article 
seeks $3,000 in funds to pay for 
expenses incurred by the study 
committee. 


Representatives will also be 
asked to: 

> Transfer $4,000 from _avail- 
able funds to pay costs associated 
with closing the Lee landfill. 

> Transfer $25,000 from avail- 
able funds to pay for veterans’ 
benefits. 

> Transfer $400 from available 
funds into the fiscal 1992 ceme- 
tery account. 

> Transfer $90 from available 
funds to pay for the town admin- 
istrator’s recruitment expense 
account. 

> Adopt the town’s scenic road 
bylaw. 

> Transfer $57,466 from ayail- 
able funds to decrease the 
amount of money the town is 
borrowing for road work. The 
amount will be reimbursed by the 
state. 
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Lee approves amended bridge measure 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Town meeting repre- 
sentatives were spared last night 
from voting on a $34,000 appro- 
priation to pay for reinforcement 
of the Tyringham Road bridge, 
and they passed nearly all the 
other items on the special town 
meeting warrant. 

Because the state Highway 
Department has located a tem- 
porary steel bridge, to be in- 
stalled over the existing bridge by 
Oct. 30, the appropriation figure 
in the bridge reinforcement arti- 
cle was amended to $10,000, and 
that was passed unanimously. 

The temporary bridge is 
needed to increase the old struc- 
ture’s 7-ton weight limit. The 
state intends to replace the 63- 
year-old bridge with a new, per- 
manent structure in early 1994, 
officials say, but until then the 
weight limit is insufficient to ac- 
commodate school buses and 
other heavy vehicles traveling 
between the two towns. 

While the state’s temporary 
bridge saves the town thousands 
of dollars, it will accommodate 
only one-way traffic until the 
state installs a traffic signal. 


Town Administrator Frank E, 
Abbondanzio said $5,000 of the 
appropriated funds will be used 
to pay a crossing guard until the 
signal is put in. 

Despite the good news for 
people south of the bridge, there 
weren’t many positive comments 
about the situation last night. 

Gus Passetto of Lee blasted 
town officials for the breakdown 
in communications that occurred 
between Lee and Tyringham. He 
chastised the Selectmen for call- 
ing last night’s town meeting be- 
fore receiving a state report on 
the condition of the bridge. That 
report won’t be finished until the 
end of the month. 

Tyringham Selectmen Chair- 
man Peter L. Curtin, who has 
been highly critical of Lee for its 
bungled communications, reiter- 
ated his town’s frustrations with 
the sudden closing of the bridge 
to overweight vehicles. For years, 
the weight limit was ignored, he 


f said. 


“Everything but a herd of buf- 
falo crosses that bridge,” he said. 
“Why fix it if it ain’t broke?” 

Selectman Martin H. Deely said 
the bridge became a liability is- 
sue when someone mentioned 
that school buses weigh more 


mental Protection for a priority 
review of the town’s application 
to close the town landfill. 

> Appropriated $25,000 for 
veterans’ benefits. Of that 
amount, $18,500 will be reim- 
bursed by the state. 

> Approved $400 to balance the 
fiscal 1992 cemetery account. 

> Approved $90 to pay for ex- 
penses associated with hiring the 
town administrator. 

> Adopted a more detailed 
version of the town’s Scenic Road 
bylaw. 

By a vote of 24-11, representa- 
tives voted to pass over an article 
that sought to convey control of 


Two-day school bus traffic 


{ But Lee and Tyringham resi- 
dents who attended last night’s 
meeting didn’t express much 
worry about the temporary in- 
convenience of one-way traffic. 
All traffic will be northbound un- 
til the light is installed, but 
school buses will be able to go 
both ways with the help of a 
crossing guard. 

Other southbound traffic will 
have to detour around Meadow 
Street, which exits Route 102 

| several miles west of Tyringham 
Road. 


seven town-owned parcels to the 
Conservation Commission. Some 
people expressed concern about 
conveying land to an appointed 
town board; others wanted more 
information. 

Representative Carol E. Le- 
Prevost said a public hearing 
should be held to better inform 
town residents about the impli- 
cations of transferring land to the 
Conservation Commission. 

Representative Deidre Con- 
solati had argued>in favor of the 
measure, saying it gives an added 
measure of protection to open 
space in town and provides bal- 
ance to commercial development. 


than 7 tons. ~ 

“What worries us is, if the un- 
thinkable happened, we'd feel 
bad and we’d say we hadn’t done 
our jobs,” he said. 

In other business last night, the 
town meeting representatives: 

> Approved the formation of a 
three-member regional school 
study committee and appropri- 
ated $1,000 to pay its expenses. 
The School Department had 
sought $3,000, but the amount was 
reduced. 

> Authorized spending $4,000 to 
pay the Department of Environ- 
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As the Lee Hi 
gh team works i 
ee coach Steve Brigg kee ecerct te 


players, Tim Boyne of Lee, center 
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West Stockbridge, and Mike DiGrigoli of 
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Weddings 
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Pleu / Mullen 


LEE — Miss June Ellen Pleu 
and Stephen Dennis Mullen, both 
of 606 Riverbend Court, Newport 
News, Va., were married Friday 
afternoon in St. Mary’s Church. 

The bride is the daughter of 
Mrs. Florence Pleu of Washington 
Mountain Road and the late Wil- 
liam J. Pleu, and Mr. Mullen is 
the son of Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Dennis Mullen of 455 Mayfield 
Place, Newport News. 


The Rev. John Bonzagni per- 
formed the 4 o'clock ceremony 
and a reception followed at the 
Berkshire Hilton Inn, Pittsfield. 


Mrs. Joyce Pleu Schiff was ma- 
tron of honor for her sister. Mrs. 
Robin Pleu Brown, another sis- 
ter; the Misses Cathy Mary and 
Christen Marie Mullen, sisters of 
the bridegroom; and Miss Judith 
Chandler Moran and Miss Marcie 
Ann Skowron were bridesmaids. 
Suellen June Detamore was 
flower girl. 


David R.-Dotchin was best man, 
and ushers were David P. and 
Timothy M. Mullen, the bride- 
groom’s brothers, and Andrew I. 
Schiff, Ryan P. Barbini and Peter 

J, Arment. Ring bearer was Mi- 
chael P. Pleu. 

The couple are taking 2 wed- 
ding trip to Freeport Resort in 
the Grand Bahama Islands. 

Assistant manager for Prestige 


Thomas Mosca 


June E. Pleu Mullen 
Cosmetics, the bride graduated 


from Lee High School in 1989 and 


from Berkshire Community Col- 
lege, Pittsfield, in 1991. 
Mr. Mullen is a salesman at 


. Kasey Import, Jeep and Eagle in 


Newport News. He graduated in 
1989 from Lenox Memorial High 
School and attended New Hamp- 
shire College. 


Lee say 


LEE — The Rev. John J. Bon- 
zagni greeted a long line of peo- 
ple who gathered at St. Mary’s 
School yesterday to bid him 
goodbye and wish him good luck 
in his new position as director of 
Pittsfield’s Roman Catholic 


Bonzagni, 37, has been curate of 
St. Mary’ Church since 1982 and 
left Sept. 23 for his assignment in 
Pittsfield. 

The Rev. Howard McCormick, 


people came to the school be- 
tween 2 and 4, lining up to shake 


GREAT BARRINGTON — Lee 
High opened up a commanding 
six-point lead in the Southern 
Division race last night, defeating 
second-place Monument 2-1 ina 
Berkshire County girls’ soccer 
game. 


The game was scoreless at the 
half, with the host Spartans hav- 
ing gained a small edge in play. 
But it was Lee (7-2-1) that came 
out in the second half to score 
the game’s first two goals. Kasey 
McManmon converted on a direct 
kick about nine minutes into the 
stanza while Sarah Blaisdell net- 
ted the second goal after a corner 
kick with about nine minutes left 
in the game. 


She Brvshire 
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School Soccer 


Monument made the final 
minutes interesting when Maggie 
Caldwell scored from about 25 
yards out with six minutes left. 
The Spartans then put on some 
pressure but couldn’t solve Lee 
netminder Mo Kennedy for the 
equalizer. 

Lee had a 23-21 edge in shots, 
with Kennedy making 16 saves 
and Monument goalie Lisa Ari- 
enti stopping 17 shots. 

Lee won the jayvee game, 3-2. 


Goals: Lee — McManmon, Blaisd 
s ell. Mon- 
ument — Caldwell. a 
Assists: Monument — Erica Mott. 


Cagle f. 62 


(et . 1S, 199 2_ 


s farewell to priest 


rectory at St. Vincent de Paul 
Church in Lenox Dale. 

His successor at St. Mary’s is 
the newly ordained Rev. John 
Lessard-Thibodeau, 26, of Three 
Rivers, which is near Palmer. 

In his new‘ job, Bonzagni will 


prepare budgets, promote Catho- 


said approximately 


offer best wishes and 


share a spread of cookies, cakes, 
tarts and cheeses. | 
Bonzagni has already left St. 


Mary’s parish and is living at th | 
phe Berks hie eagle | 
VBS Cet. A, ee | 


lic education, provide adminis- 
tration and support to the city’s 
Catholic schools, hire and fire 
staff, and make decisions regard- 
ing potential student dismissal. 
Pittsfield’s parochial schools 

are St. Joseph’s High School, 
Notre Dame Middle School and 
Sacred Heart Elementary School. 
a 
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Lee Lime to lay off 14 
during seasonal slowdown 


i i 14 of its 48 employees in a 
LEE — Lee Lime Corp. will lay off } 
seasonal slowdown starting Nov. 1, company Bee cee alien 
McQuade said yesterday. McQuade said the ne cs 4 oer 
ive i ill last no longer tha 
tensive in the last 15 years but will d I 
heen seasonal business picks up again and employees will be 


ance during the layoffs, he said. 


Pont. hi 2 ec a 
ve 2 Ook 22)| 2 
ee High to offer 

‘Our Town’ Follies 


E — “Our Town” Follies will 
ee geriorned Friday and Sat- 
urday evenings at 8 at Lee High 
School, according to producer 
and director Alice K. Zerbato. _ 

Proceeds from the show will 
benefit David Stone, a Lee resi- 
dent who was paralyzed in an » 
accident last spring at the Uni- 
versity of Massachusetts at Am- 
aa year’s cast includes local 
teachers, clergy, homemakers and 
professional singers who will 
perform comedy, music and 
dance. Piano accompaniment will 
‘pe provided by Hilda Banks 
|Shapiro and Catherine Shane- 


| Lydon. 


significantly, along with large construction jobs. 


“Like everybody else, a portion 0 


winter, but this is the first time it’s gone to this extent.” 


winter. 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


yesterday to 


i Chopper and 
door or at Price pp ate $28,500 


Toole Insurance Agency, both in 
Lee. 


They may be purchased at the | 


park. 


State Rep Christo 
é : Pher J. 
Hodgkins, D-Lee, and state Sen. 


sblate cable TV chief to speak in Lee celebrating thea als in 


@ LEE — Massachusetts Cable TV Commissioner John Urban is the development of the South Lee 
@scheduled to address local officials on alternatives to traditional cable tract, 
: wea in a forum today from 2 to 4 in the Lee Library conference Could be repaid 
Urban’s appearance will be at the invitation of State Rep. Chris- acai Baker, director of de- 
Sopher J. Hodgkins, D-Lee. is leet for the Land Bank, 
Urban and Jill Reddish, executive director of the cable commission, Kau 0 grant will supplement 
{ Will speak on video dial-tone service, which offers cable-like delivery DC b ee already given to the 
via existing telephone lines, and direct broadcast satellites. The public hds y : “4 town of Lee. The CDC 
Shas been invited. vetlee ey, fOr. a feasibility 


: RGAE han. dy, wetlands deli ; F 
i ; land not 1@Y, we S delineation, 
Hodgkins said that most of the towns in his district are rura gineering, Pea, mensite 


easily wired for traditional cable service. ting and a i 
“However, since the residents of these towns still want access to the | industrial gerhsinade lac If 
Programming offered by cable service, we have to look into all of the successfull, the grave he 
options open to us,” Hodgkins said. , ay, |-be paid back, along with 
wacdskins said he is working with Democratic us ver pede a ley to be provided by the 
fj a i 
y arkey’s office to pass legislation in Massachuse at w e nies to purchase the site, 


State officials to better enforce the recently adopted national cable 
WwW. 


Kha 


—.._ DIR 


‘here’s no guarantee 
et th. 
| ure-park’s feasible,” he sala, ef 


Still, Baker and others 
| optimistically about the stores 


announce the award 
g grant to the Lee 
Community Development Corp. to 
|Pay for a feasibility study on a 
| Proposed business and industrial 


recalled. The company will maintain employee health insur- 


Lee Lime makes lime products used in cs ee bs iy 
i ion i ies. McQuade sai e de 
scaping and construction industries : 
for O iraenca Pethtod products used in masonry has dropped 


f what we do is tied into the 


i i i » he said. “There have 
ild economy, which is very slow, é 
hen ema in the past who have been laid off in the dead of 


i initi ill affect different 
ade said the initial 14 layoffs will i 
Gara in the company at different times during the 


Tickets are $5 for adults, $4 for : 
a area | LEE — Massachusetts _[, hg the park 
they tay ep Bank officials came to Town Hall 


Succeeds, the grant 
‘will be repaid. 


Ee 


Timothy A. Bassett, e i 
director of the Land Badk cone 
mended Hodgkins for his role in 
obtaining the grant and Pursuing 
the concept of an industrial] Park. 
He 8ave Hodgkins an orange and 
white T-shirt with the number 102 
Printed on the back. 


The development site j 
about 50 acres on Route ae 
the Stockbridge town line. If the 
Project is considered feasible 
Lee will purchase the land, now 
Privately Owned, through a 
‘friendly land taking.” The 
Property has already been re- 
zoned by the Planning Board. 


Projections indicate that 
Park could generate up to Ae 
Jobs, $44 million in capital ‘in- 
vestment and more than $670,000 
in tax revenue for the town, " 


_ Hodgkins also spoke ias- 
tically about the pilehicae eee 
importance to economic devel- 
opm in Berkshire County. 
We’re making economic devel- 
opment fit into the quality of life 


: Bs Bi TA “er ao satus ~j_ LEE — The non-partisan Berkshire women’s political group called 
aine ae Aout? gugiune “oa obsat uthe 51 Percent Solution is having two meetings more before the Nov. 3 
ert HBR eo ae jJopbwts. 5 te bise .moiall ‘ ,elections to talk about how national, state and local candidates stand 
e., pt Pe AE Mae ee UA A RIS _ fon issues important to women. 
" ? 


¢ The meetings, open to the public, will be tomorrow from 7 to 9 p.m. 
the Black Swan Inn on Route 20 and next Wednesday from 7 to 9 
‘p.m. at the Unitarian Universalist Church, 175 Wendell Ave., Pittsfield. 
es <« The topic of the first session will be local and state candidates’ 
C ‘positions on issues such as economic and job development, child care, 
‘welfare reform, school choice, the environment, universal health 
“insurance and reproductive rights. 
‘ Next week’s meeting will focus on the presidential candidates’ 
»stands on the issues, as well as further discussion of local and state 
candidates’ positions. 


* Both meetings will include information about the four ballot ques- 


WE in the Berkshires,” he 
He Praised 

tribution to the grant effort 
Lee CDC Vi 

Bruce said 


ture more 
people. 


Praises teamwork 


“T’ve had my eyes o i 
pen in th 
last year that I’ve been involved 
this, and T’ye Seen the way 


Ple can work to 
au gether f, 
baa cee Said, conceding Te 
not been so imisti 
ae optimistic at the 
The town has also appli 
Pplied t 
me State Executive Office of 
ommunities and Develo; 
Pment 
for a $50,000 Small Cities grant, 
which is sti]] Pending. 


technical matters 
will be handled by a Springfield 
Nit plays firm, Hayes & Miller 

Ich specializes jn ic 
development. a ran 
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By Donna B. Mattoon 
Berkshire Eagle Staff _ a 
ding the sco 
— The mystery surround : - 
Seite the candidates for the Payee So 
aan but the uncertainty over who 
a 4 t 
ins. ‘= 
Pon by =r Peter G. Arlos arg ee “4 
restagrs had not yet been made A ~ "4 ede 
“inside Government” program on — e ae 
Sawinn Channel 5 program ee awa Esa! 
a eae pre tet ef virtue of his top 
ity’ xt polic 
would be the city’s ne 


z los 
ee : which was an 83. Ar’ 
score on the civil service exam, Chief Walter M. Boyer 


ting Police 
ee oat Wh aes of 78, and that It. John 
cam ; 
Bod mayor ate M. Reilly said agaist = 
aate the city’s next police y icon et - - ccna 
that i on either Nov. 4 or Nov. 9, sé 
pe aie ta the Nov. 10 City Council meeting for 
is 


, confirmation. eo 
ca 
oe 
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_ begins a fuss 
: LEE 


] he article in Thursday’s Eagle 
| caught me by surprise. Lee 


ia 


Central School Principal Steve 
Cozzaglio was under fire for removing 
eight students from an overcrowded 
school bus and driving them home in 
his own car. The action the principal } 
took — in his view to ensure student | 
safety — was seen as anything but safe 
by most of the parents involved. They 
. charged Cozzaglio was a stranger to 
| many of the children and these par- 

ents made it clear they had been very 
eareful to warn their children never to 
ride with strangers. 

It’s hard for me to categorize Steve 
Cozzaglio as a stranger. He was my 7th 
and 8th grade social studies teacher. 
He has spent most of his educational 
career in the Lee school system shep- 
herding more than a generation of 
students (my sisters and brother, my 
own children) through Lee Central. 

His presence over those years on the 
playground bringing amazing order to 
the after-school bus chaos is as affixed 
in my mind as is his advocacy at 
| School Committee meetings over the 
| years, seeking things needed by stu- 
; dents, including safe transportation. 
‘A man of practical solutions. A man 
of common sense. He had eight { 
youngsters too many needing a ride 
home. He made a choice that seemed 
reasonable at the moment. Since he’s 
been the one to remove them from the 
bus, he took responsibility for getting 
them safely home. 
» But what of the Parents who were 
not only ungrateful for the rides home, 
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Women’ 


By Abby Pratt 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — If the 14 women attend- 
ing a recent meeting of a non- 
partisan women’s group are any 
indication, female voters may 
find it difficult to choose when 
they go to the polls Nov. 3 and 
vote in the race between state 
Sen. Jane M. Swift, R-North Ad- 
ams, and her challenger, political 
newcomer Thomas H. Stokes of 
Stockbridge. 

“I'm very conflicted about Jane 
Swift,” said Diane Wagenheim of 
Great Barrington, who said she 
did not know much about local 
politics but a lot of her friends 
are working for Stokes. 

“Should I be partisan,” she 
asked, “or should I be feminist?” 

The group, called the 51 Per- 
cent Solution, began meeting in 
July, and roughly 100 women have 
attended at least one of its ses- 
sions, the leaders said. Those at 
Wednesday night’s meeting were 
of all ages and appeared to be 
from all walks of life. 

“I was tormented for months,” 
Said Sarah H. Begley of Stock- 
bridge about the 4th District race. 
She eventually became a Stokes 
campaign volunteer. “Swift's 
good, and she’s worked hard. But 
she voted to cut the AFDC cloth- 
ing allowance. 

“I've decided to vote for the 
better feminist,” she said, noting 
that — to her — that means 
Stokes. 

Patricia Nixon of Pittsfield said 
she thought she would probably 
vote for Swift. 

“I don’t agree with her vote in 
favor of the legislative pay raise. 
Or for maintaining the current 
cap on unemployment compensa- 
tion,” said Nixon. “Still, I'm 
leaning toward her,” she said. 


“Swift is very, very knowledge. _ 


g, 1992 


s political group ponders 
tough choices in Swift-Stokes race 


‘Tom Stokes is probably just as 
sensitive as Jane Swift, but he’s not a 
woman. This is a hard choice.’ 


a Se 


Stokes opposes parental consent. 

During his primary race against 
Gary A. Shepard, Stokes garnered 
the endorsement of the Maésa- 
chusetts chapter of the National 
Organization for Women. Stokes 
defeated Shepard, a former Ad- 
ams selectman and a longtime 
political insider, in what most 
Berkshire observers considered a 
major upset. And Stokes has car- 
ried the NOW endorsement into 
his race against Swift. 

Swift, who at the age of 27 is 
seeking her second term, has 
captured the endorsement of a 
number of women’s groups as 
well. 

“I’m very impressed with Jane 
Swift,” said Sallie Kate Park, 
owner of the Black Swan Inn, 
where Wednesday night’s meeting 
took place. “As a young woman 
from a blue-collar town, and a 
Republican, she beat all the odds 
(when she won the election........ 


“Tom Stokes is probably just as 


CANncitiqrn 


senate, has “sent a shiver of fear 
through the male contingency in 
the Legislature, and we’re talking 
about not voting for her? 

“We're here to support women 
running for public office,” she 
said. “We should give her every 
chance she can get. Two years is 
not a chance.” 

In the end, Sills said: “I wish 
Stokes wasn’t running against 
Swift. She’s not that bad. In the 
future, let’s pick races where we 
want to get people out.” 


Addressing the campaign for 
the 2nd Berkshire District that 
pits incumbent Rep. Shaun Kelly, 
R-Dalton, against Williamstown 
Democrat Judith M. Grinnell, 
Sills said that at first she thought 
Grinnell was the perfect woman 
candidate. 


“Her campaign is more sub- 
stantive than anybody’s,” said 
Sills, “even [that of Rep. John W. 
Olver, D-Mass.].” 

But, she said, Grinnell has re- 
ceived a lot of flak for hiring a 
political consultant who produced 
what she called a “slick” cam- 
paign. “I was discouraged,” Sills 
said. 


Looking ahead 


The 51 Percent Solution will 
again offer a chance to discuss 
the political races, as well as a 
chance to discuss the referendum 
questions on the ballot, at a 
meeting Wednesday at. the Iini- 


+ 


| 
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Other ideas for future agendas 
included developing women 
candidates for public office, 
starting a newsletter to alert 
women to “things going on in 
politics and otherwise,” estab- 
lishing some ties with other po- 
litically active women’s groups 
and possibly monitoring officials 
to make them accountable. > 

“I would like everyone here to 
seriously consider running for 
office,” said Black. 
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Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Joanne Deutch, left, producer of Gilly’s Hot Vanilla, with Sty rapis ski champion Krista Schmidinger 
of Lee, who will help market the product. 


Hot-drinks 20 big time 


By Lewis C. Cuyler 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LENOX 

oanne Deutch, who renounced hot chocolate drinks 10 

yo ago to begin the odyssey that resulted in her 

invention of the drink she calls Gilly’s Hot Vanilla is 
riding the crest of a wave. 

The breakthrough for her 2-year-old business came last 
summer, she reported, when she showed off the drink at 
the International Fancy Food Show in Washington, D.C. 

“The show was enormous and very busy,” she said. “On 
the first day alone, I handed out 800 samples.” 

As it turned out, one of them was to a representative of 
A & P’s Food Emporium, the corporation’s specialty food 
business. 

The representative, in turn, passed around some sam- 
ples, she said, then talked to A& P’s supplier, Haddam 
House of Medford, N.J., one of the larger food distributors 
in the Northeast. 

The upshot, Deutch said, was an order for 375 cases, a 
volume that just about tripled the production anticipated 
before the show. 

Gilly’s Hot Vanilla is like hot chocolate in theory but 


Gilly’s Hot Vanilla, is like hot 
chocolate in theory but certainly 
not in practice. 


certainly not in practice. For starters, it’s not chocolate. It 
is made from a white, vanilla-based powder of about the 
same consistency as brown hot chocolate powder. 

Like hot chocolate, it comes in envelopes and containers 
and is mixed with steaming hot water to produce the 
drink. It’s a tad more expensive than hot chocolate, 80 
cents to $1.25 a cup, but still affordable. 

Because of allergies, Deutch has had to stay away from 
both coffee and hot chocolate. She said she was frustrated 
because there was no alternative drink on the market. 
Convinced she could invent a substitute, she began to 
fiddle with a vanilla base and after nearly 10 years of on- 


VANILLA, continued on F8 
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Gilly’s Hot Vanilla is going big time 


@ VANILLA, from FI 
and-off experimentation, in which 
she enlisted her entire family and 
coterie of friends as tasters, she 
Settled on the formula. 

She named the drink after her 
daughter, Gillian, one of the chief 
tasters. 

After taking the Berkshire En- 
terprises entrepreneur course, 
Deutch began producing the 
drink in 1989, distributing it pri- 
marily to a Berkshire market. The 
first year, she said, the business 
grossed about $30,000. 

With the Haddam order in 
hand, Deutch is now laying the 
groundwork for a second big 
breakthrough: the national ski 
resort market. 

This time she is being helped 
by another Berkshire resource, 
22-year-old Krista Schmidinger of 
Lee, who gained national recog- 
nition earlier this year for her 
performance on the U.S. Women’s 
Olympic Ski Team. In the high- 
light of the games at Meribel, 
France, Schmidinger took second 
in the women’s downhill portion 
of the combined downhill-slalom 
event and then ended the season 
with a bronze medal in the US. 
Alpine Ski Championships 
women’s downhill in Winter Park, 
Colo. + 

Deutch said a number of local 
ski areas have carried Gilly’s in 
their cafeterias and bar offerings 


Clark / Guarda 


LEE — Miss Gail E. Clark, 


as a drink that mixes well with a 
liqueur. For instance, one of the 
Bousquet-featured drinks last 
year was the “Flying Half Pipe” 
described as “Hot Vanilla & 
Peppermint Schnapps, topped 
with whipped cream.” 


Low-key campaign 


The Schmidinger campaign is 
low key this year. Deutch said she 
will simply ship a supply to 
Schmidinger at each of her stops 
on the ski race circuit this year. 

“I like the product,” said 
Schmidinger, who begins training 
for this season’s races Nov. 2 in 


. Vail, Colo. She said she would 


distribute it to her teammates 
and people at the various ski re- 
sorts “to get a ‘word of mouth’ 
acceptance process started.” 

She said she expected to be 
racing at every major ski resort 
in the United States this season. 

“I am known and I get around,” 
she said. “It will be easy for me 
to introduce the product.” 

Another part of her job will be 
equally as important: observing 
the food-service operations at the 
ski areas, finding out who runs 
them, what they carry, all in the 
effort to develop a campaign next 
year for Gilly’s.Hot Vanilla to 
penetrate the ski area market. 

“This is a natural product for 
ski areas,” said Deutch, “but it’s 
a tough market to crack. Many 


Mrs. Virginia G 


food and beverage heads say they 
like the product but they are re- 
luctant to change their offerings. 
They like to stick to foods they 
know will work.” 


Third development 


Deutch said the year’s third big 
development for the business was 
the design and production of a 
one-serving package, an effort 
that to date has represented a 
$20,000 investment, 

The powdered vanilla had been 
carried in containers that Deutch 
believed put a crimp in the 
product’s acceptance because 
they were not as convenient to 
use as one drink packages. Find- 
ing the right package was a major 
effort, not only in selecting mate- 
rials and size but also in creating 
the message. 


“We settled on red. lettering | 


against a white background,” she 
said. “It suggests snow and warm 
fires.” 


With the Haddam House order, 
Deutch said she expects this 
year’s gross sales to approach 
$125,000. 


The company, she said, is def- 
initely a family. enterprise. She 
and her husband, Carl, started it 
with a $10,000 investment, using 
proceeds from a house they sold 
on Long Island. Her husband 
subsequently left his job in New 


hee B4 = The Berkshire Eagle, 


daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Francis 
E. Clark Sr. of Pine Street, South 
Lee, became the bride yesterday 
of Carmelo R. Guarda Jr., son of 


Ice House Studio 
Gail E. Clark Guarda 


St. Housatonic, and the late 
Carmelo Guarda Sr. 

The Rev. Charles Van Ausdall 
performed the 1 o’clock ceremony 
in First Congregational Church, 
Great Barrington, and a reception 
took place at Shaker Mill Tavern, 
West Stockbridge. 

Mrs. Sandra Guarda-Fadding, 
sister of the bridegroom, was ma- 
tron of honor, and Mrs. Patricia 
Guarda-Gillett, another sister, 
was bridesmaid. 

Best man was Romolo Guarda. 


Mare Fadding and David Bar- | 


enski ushered. 
The bride is a production 


worker at Berkshire Corp. in | 


Great Barrington. She graduated 
from Lee High School in 1983. 

Owner of Guarda Services, Mr. 
Guarda previously owned Guarda 
Propane. He graduated in 1981 
from Monument Mountain Re- 
gional High School, Great’ Bar- 
rington, and attended New Eng- 
land Fuel Institute at Springfield 
Technical College. 

The couple will honeymoon in 
Aruba. 


York City and now works full 
time in the production aspects of 
the business at 25 Church St. 


They have augmented their a 
original investment with a line of ~ 
credit from Lenox National Bank 
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The couple’s two daughters, 
Gillian and Silver, help. The 
business employs two others, both 
of them members of the’ Advan- 
tage Employee Network, a jobs 
program operated by the Berk- 
shire County Association for Re- 
tarded Citizens. 


Sunday, November 1, 1992 


Pitsfield, Lee fires 


cause heavy damage 


PITTSFIELD — A pair of fires, 
one late Friday night in. Pitts- 
field, the other early yesterday 
morning in Lee, caused substan- 
tial property damage but no in- 
juries. 

In Pittsfield, a fire caused by a 
faulty cord on an electric lamp 
badly damaged an apartment at 
163 Brown St. The tenants of the 
second-floor apartment were not 
home at the time of the fire, 11:26 
p.m. Friday,+ according to fire 
Capt. Thomas Henry. 

The tenants were all relocated 
by the Red Cross, Henry said, and 
there were no injuries. The room, 


however, was gutted by fire, he 
added. 


Lee barn burns 


Engines 2 and 3, Truck 1 and 
Rescue 1 answered the alarm at 
11:26 p.m., Henry said. Although 
no official damage figure was 
available last night, he estimated 
it at about $10,000, 

A fire in Lee at 3:30 a.m. yes- 


terday destroyed an East Street 
barn owned by New y ‘4 
residents. 


We Bers hist co 
According to Alan Tyringham 


deputy fire chief, the fir bridge in Lee 


sidered Suspicious, alth¢ 


report by the state fire closed this week 


will officially classify it 
determined origin. 


LEE — The Tyringha 
The three-story barn, pridge will be 


m Road 
all 


closed at 


East St., was consumed i today while a EON he exist 


by the time firemen reg bridge is installed ov 
Sparks said, and containi ing span. 
The bri 


but no livestock. There 
injuries. 

Owner Gilbert Kalish w 
with fire officials tor 
Sparks said, to assess th 
tion. 


time, was damaged by intense 
heat from the fire, Sparks added. 
Thirty windows were cracked, 
and the paint was blistered along 
one side. 

Firemen, however, fought suc- 
cessfully to save the house, he 
noted: “We could have lost that,” 


dge will be 
four to five days, an 
be rerouted via 


treet bridge, ; 
Publie Works Superinte 


Pete Scolfoxro. 
The house, unoccupiec f. be 


closed uv 
traffic will 
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By Gerald B. O’Connor 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 
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Tax payments are due Fri 


the collector. 


Nov. 20. Any payments received after 


day, 
percent interest ole ve Oct. 2 


building program based in Lee 
but open to students throughout 
South Berkshire will be show- 
cased Thursday at a major edu- 
cation conference in Hyannis that 
will draw administrators and 
‘school committee members from 
around the state. 

Under the title “House carpen- 
Pei try: a community partnership,” a 

a panel of five will explain the 
program’s organization and man- 
agement to listeners at the 28th 
conference on education spon- 
sored by the Massachusetts Asso- 
ciation of School Committees and 
Massachusetts Association of 
School Superintendents. 

Another of the panels, titled 
“Collaboratives: an alternative to 
‘choice,’” 
> from school systems 
Berkshire County. 

The conference, a major mixer 
for people in the education, po- 
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that date will be charged 14 


A student house- 


will include officials 
in North 
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LEE — Mrs. Lorna L. tie 


| 85, of Tophill Farm, Devon Road, 


died Friday at Fairview Hospital. 

Born in Flushing, N.Y., on June 
29, 1907, daughter of Clarence and 
Janet Lamb Lowes, she was a 
graduate of Hill Side Boarding 
School in New York and a 1927 
graduate of Finch Junior College 
in New York City. After gradua- 
tion, she traveled throughout Eu- 
rope and spent a great deal of 
time in Switzerland. 

In 1930, Mrs. Sheldon became a 
model with the Powers Modeling 
Agency and later worked in mar- 
keting research in New York City. 
She moved to Washington, D.C., 
in 1940, when her husband, Ken- 
neth P. Sheldon, worked for the 
™S. Treasury Department. 

hortly after World War II, they 
1toved to Lenox and opened 
{awthorne Hill, a country inn. 
he also taught classes in the art 
if stenciling on wood and metal, 
ind had her work exhibited at 
senox Library. In 1953, after 
slosing the Lenox inn, the couple 
moved to Stockbridge and opened 
Hawthorne House Inn. 

Mrs. Sheldon also had worked 
at the former Stockbridge School 
as secretary to Headmaster Hans 
Maeder and as registrar. She 
moved to Lee in 1957 and since 
1970 had been employed by 
Country Curtains as a customer 
service clerk. 

She was the author of “Casual 
Country Cook Book” and co- 
author with Richard V. Happel of 
‘Holiday Bizarre Cook Book.” 
she also wrote a column for area 
1ewspapers on cooking. 

Her husband, whom she mar- 
cied in 1934, died May 13, 1981. 

She leaves a son, Timothy M. 
Sheldon of Lee, and two step- 
grandchildren. 


A memorial be 


service will 


Congregational Church in Stock- 


3 i bridge by Canon Robert S.S. 
bag 


Whitman, former rector of Trinity 


coal Episcopal Church in Lenox. 


There will be no calling hours. 
Kelly Funeral Home is in 
coe of arrangements. x: 
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conducted Saturday at 4 at First, 


litical and business fields, will 
begin tomorrow and extend 
through Saturday at the Tara 
Hyannis hotel. 


Keynote speech 


The state’s new education 
commissioner, Robert Antonucci, 
will give the keynote speech to- 
morrow night. 

Approximately 20 seminars, 
workshops and “clinics” are on 
the agenda, along with speeches 
by various movers and shakers, 
including John C. Rennie of 
Billerica, one of the guiding 
hands of the Massachusetts 
Business Alliance for Education. 
The MBAE is the author of an 
education reform proposal of 1991 
that remains the basis for the 
various pieces of reform legisla- 
tion now destined for review in 
the Legislature. 


The Lee panel will be out of 
the ordinary, but not unprece- 
dented, in that its members will 
represent the same school dis- 
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trict. Usually, panels are made up 
of professionals and others with 
like interests from around the 
state. 

“T guess some people [in the 
MASC] came to know of our pro- 
gram,” said the Lee School De- 
partment’s vocational director, 
James D. Gralla, “and they in- 
vited us to make the presenta- 
tion.” 

Besides Gralla, panelists will 
be John Reilley, the carpentry 
instructor; Richard D. Salinetti, 
Lee High principal; Edward M. 
Lahey, School Committee mem- 
ber and former chairman, who 
will be the panel moderator; and 
Gerald Leprevost, owner of 
Henry’s Electric Inc., a member 
of the carpentry advisory com- 
mittee since 1976. 

Reilley, who actually lives in 
Sheffield, drew up a safety cur- 
riculum not many years ago that 
was incorporated in state De- 
partment of Education guidelines 
for occupational programs. 


‘It’s about time’ 


“It’s about time we got recogni- 
tion,” quipped Gralla. “My guess 
is [that] our kind of cooperative 
program doesn’t exist widely if at 
all” in the state. Although in- 
cluded in the Lee High School 
course offerings, it is open to 
students from Lenox, the Berk- 
shire Hills and Southern Berk- 
shire regional districts. 

Tuitions can be offset or re- 
duced under exchange agree- 
ments if students from Lee, for 
| example, enroll in a program in 
| another school system while stu- 
| dents from that system sign up for 
carpentry. 

| The students usually build one 
house a year. 

The Lee carpentry program and 
the house-building program at 
| Taconic High School in Pittsfield 
are the only two programs of 
| their kind in the county. “I think 
we're unique in the way we serve 
kids,” said Gralla, speaking of the 
four South Berkshire school sys- 
tems. 

But James R. Gazzaniga of Wil- 
liamstown feels the same about 
the system he serves, the North- 
ern Berkshire Regional Voca- 
tional District. He is chairman of 
its School Committee and will be 
one of the speakers on collabora- 
tives at the conference. 
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He will join Beth Singer, prin- 
cipal of Mount Greylock Regional 
High School of Williamstown, 
who will be a panelist along with 
Stephen Maio, school superin- 
tendent in Wakefield, and Betty 
Sheeran, former chairwoman of 
the Wakefield School Committee. 

The Northern Berkshire Edu- 
cational Collaborative, which has 
been formed within the past year, 
is an outgrowth of a recognized 
need for cooperation, Gazzaniga 
said. It links Gazzaniga’s district, 
which is served by McCann 
Technical School, with Mount 
Greylock, North Adams, and Ad- 
ams-Cheshire districts. 


‘Build bridges’ 

“Our goal is to build bridges,” 
he said, adding that with interac- 
tive television, for instance, stu- 
dents at McCann might be able to 
enroll in foreign-language or 
other courses not offered at 
McCann, while Mount Greylock or 
Drury High School students might 
be able to take technical courses 
from McCann. 

Ironically, both panel talks will 
be given in an environment 
charged by expectations for edu- 
cation reform. One of the reform 
effort’s objectives is to promote 
school consolidations. A section 
of the draft measure released late 
last month by the Committee on 
Education would require that 
every public school in the com- 
monwealth, other than regional 
vocational schools, be part of a 
unified K-12 district. 
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April A. Martin 


Airman 


a 
With the Colors | 


April A. Martin, 


granddaughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Victor F. Martin of Lee, has 
graduated from Air Force basic 
training at Lackland Air Force 
Base, Texas. 

She is a 1992 graduate of Lee 
Hise School. 
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Affection, protection at odds — i 


Lee principal laments new climate 


Stephen Cozzaglio 
‘World has changed’ 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — In his 30 years at Lee Central 
School, Stephen Cozzaglio has watched 
with growing sadness as teachers and 
administrators have become increasingly 
cautious in showing affection to chil- 
dren. 

“The world has changed, and educa- 
tion has changed in ways that don’t fit 
my style,” said Cozzaglio, who is now 
principal of the school and will be retir- 
ing in March 1994. “The things we’re not 
supposed to do are often the very things 
that a child needs.” 


Gestures misinterpreted 


Simple gestures of affection, such as 
hugs, can be so easily misinterpreted in 
a climate marked by constant warnings 
about child abuse, that teachers are 
constantly on guard, worried about the 
perceptions of others. 

But two weeks ago, when eight stu- 
dents were removed from an. over- 
crowded bus, Cozzaglio didn’t concern 
himself with perceptions. He put the 
eight students in his car and drove them 
home, following along behind the school 
bus. 

That night, some parents showed up at 
the School Committee meeting, worried 
not only about the overcrowding on the 


bus, but about the dilemma of having 
told their children not to get into some- | 
one’s car without permission. As it | 
turned out, some of the students were | 
from St. Mary’s Catholic school, and | 
their parents weren’t familiar with Coz- 
zaglio. 


No offense intended 


Cozzaglio’s trustworthiness was never 
an issue and no offense was intended. 
But parents were concerned about their 
children accepting his ride, because of 
the safety rules they have been taught. 

When parents’ concerns were reported 
in The Eagle, Cozzaglio felt terrible, said 
Superintendent Henry T. Zukowski. 

“He was crushed, and people were 
very offended,” said Zukowski. 


He got a bouquet of flowers from three 
families, a supportive phone call from a 
former student, and countless words of 
support from colleagues and parents, 
who know him to be a caring and re- 
sponsible administrator. 


Parents explained 


The parents who had expressed their 
concerns called to explain themselves 
and apologize if he was offended. 

Rosalind Haywood and Susan Gore, a 


PRINCIPAL, continued on B4 
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Changes sadden principal 


@ PRINCIPAL, from B1 
mother-daughter team who own 
Pippin’s Florist, sent flowers to 
Cozzaglio after reading the article 
in the paper. 

“I felt sorry for him,” said 
Haywood, whose children and 
grandchildren attended the 
school. “You know how people go 
out of their way to do something. 
I just think he’s one of the best, 
and I wanted to show my appre- 
ciation.” 

She said children are now 
taught to be so much more cau- 
tious than when she was a child. 

“We grew up fearing the 
bomb,” she said. 

For Cozzaglio, the safety issue 
involved getting the children 
home safely and on time, and 
getting the bus problem solved. 
As a virtual fixture in the school 
— he was vice principal for 22 
years and a teacher for seven 
years before that — it never oc- 
curred to him that he might be a 
stranger to children or their par- 
ents. 


tified in the schools: health care 
for children. 

For schools to be truly success- 
ful, he said, parents need to get 
involved. 

* “There’s a need for much more 
mutual understanding between 
parents and teachers,” he said. 


Double duty 


Cozzaglio was promoted to the 
principal’s job about a year ago, 
and the vice principal position 
was eliminated. As a result, Coz- 
zaglio is doing both jobs, which 


tthe Bersechoe £ 


include a vast array of adminis- 
trative and disciplinary tasks, 
plus coordinating transportation. 
There’s little time left over to 
supervisé teachers and observe 
classroom activities, he said. 

Such frustrations are among the 
reasons Cozzaglio plans to retire 
at age 62. Another reason, he 
said, is that he wants to have the 
time to travel, enjoy his good 
health and work in his garden. 

“It’s better to retire early,” he 
said. “But I will miss the kids. No 
doubt about it.” 


: Hodgkins: Weld neglects county 


Hodgkins, D-Lee. 
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resigned, he added. 
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LEE — Gov. William F. Weld 


bers to the Board of Education has neglected Be i 
: rkshire County, a 
well as all of Western Massachusetts, said state Rep. Chitstdpties J. 


pees March, when the term of Egremont’ 
the governor tried to say that appointing someone from W: 

t estfield Z 
good enough representation for Berkshire County,” Hodgkins pes x 
Since that time, the Westfield woman appointed to the board has 


“Well, now we don’t even have a semblance of a 
setts voice sitting on that 14-me 
outrightly chosen to ignore 
Legislature has committed $8 million of incre 
tion and is working to get a comprehensive 
and implemented, representation on this bo 
difference in where education in Massachusetts is headed.” 


, who recently appointed three mem- 


s Frances Turner was up, 


Western Massachu- 
mber board because the governor has 
us,” he said. “At a time when the 
ased funding for educa- | 
reform package on line | 
ard will make a crucial 


LEE: The Tyringham Bridge 
— So today for one-way 
raffie and vehicles i 
pont Carrying legal 

In an effort to accommodate 
school bus traffic in both direc- 
tions, the town will assign a po- 
lice officer to be on duty at the 
bridge from 7:20 to 8 a.m., 8:20 to 
8:45 a.m., 1:45 to 2 P.m. and 2:30 to 
3:30 p.m. During this time, the 
bridge will also be open to two- 

way traffic for other vehicles. 


Worth Noting 
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Thomas Chin of Newton, Frank Haydu II 
Dolan of Boston were sworn into offi 
to a spokesman in the Board of 
Hodgkins said. All three positions 
ae will serve a five-year term. 

odgkins has petitioned Weld to appoint someo i 
County, or “at the very least, someone hs lives est RR Gon 


icut River,” to fill the seat recently made i i 
Eleanor Bliss of Westfield. fee ane resigaatten of 


I of Dover and Marjorie 
ce Tuesday in Boston, according 
Edueation administrative office, 
were newly created, and each 


ives 


law 
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By Lewis C. Cuyler 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


. [EE — The Oak n’ Spruce resort, which 
emerged under new ownership earlier this 
year after a period of financial troubles, 
 proke ground this week for a two-story 
~ motel and conference facility, representing 
a $450,000 investment. ae 

cPhail, vice president, chief 
i ficer and general manager of 
ne resort, said its owner is still Diversified 


ers. 
> paul J. DiCroce, the previous general 
~-manager, is vice president of development 
* tor the new administrative structure. 

"MacPhail said yesterday the conference 
facility will have 22 living units and a 
function and banquet facility capable of 


Oak n’ Spruce, back, 
nches new expansion project 


A State RS ey ee 


May, he said. The new facility is located 
across Meadow Street from the existing 


lodge. 


The construction represents the first 
expansion of resort facilities in the county 
in about two years. During the latter- part 
of the 1980s there was a spate of develop- 
ment with major additions or improve- 
ments made at Cranwell in Lenox and Fox 
Hollow in Lenox and Lee. During that 
period Jiminy Peak, a ski resort in Han- 
cock, also built a major condominium hotel 
facility. 

Robert W. Lester, Lee’s building inspec- 
tor, said the resort doesn’t need a special 
permit for the project, although the Plan- 
ning Board approved a parking plan for the 
developed site. 


Town Administrator Frank E. Ab- 


bondanzio said the motel and conference 
center is allowed on the property under an 


om brink, 
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original permit issued when the time-share 
condominiums were built on the property. 


The resort filed for Chapter 11 protection 
under the U.S. bankruptcy laws ‘in 1991 
after a series of financial misfortunes that 
included the failure of a New Jersey bank 
that had provided its financing. Earlier 
this year, one of its previous owners 
pleaded guilty in U.S. District Court to 
charges that stemmed from a kickback 
scheme involving the failed bank. 

MacPhail said the new owners took over 
Diversified Resorts last March. Its offices 
are in Centerville, he said. 

The resort emerged from bankruptcy 
protection in March. At the time, MacPhail 
and DiCroce said a number of changes 
were made during the Chapter 11 period 
and expressed optimism about the future 
under the new ownership. 

Eagle staff reporter Ellen G. Lahr con- 


By Bernard Weinraub 
New York Times News Service 


HOLLYWOOD — Four weeks 
ore the opening of his widely 
ticipated film “Malcolm X,” 
ike Lee, the director, has laid 
wn a challenge to newspapers, 
agazines and television stations 
ound the country. He has told 
em that he prefers black jour- 
alists to interview him. 

The request has touched off a 
form. 

Lee’s request was rejected 
lednesday by The Los Angeles 
mes but met with approval by 


emiere magazine and some 
ther journals. 
Warner Brothers, which is 


roducing “Malcolm X,” empha- 

zed that it supported the often- 

rovocative Lee and insisted that 

e had not set down a rigid rule 

arring whites from interviewing 

im about the movie. 

Lee, in a telephone interview, 

poke heatedly about his request 

or black interviewers. “I’m doing 

hat every other person in 

follywood does: They dictate 

ho they want to do interviews 
ith,” he said. 

“Tom Cruise, Robert Redford, 
hoever. People throw their 

Veight around. Well, I get many 
Tequests now for interviews, and 
}would like African-Americans to 
Interview me.” 

| He added: “Spike Lee has 
hever said he only wants black 
Journalists to interview him. 
\ hat I’m doing is using whatever 
Glout I have to get qualified Af 
Mcan-Americans assignments. 
The real crime is white publica- 
Bucs don’t have black writers, 
7 at’s the crime.” Lee said black 
journalists would be more re- 
sPonsive and sympathetic to the 
pont of “Malcolm X,” starring 
Yenzel Washington as the slain 
Black leader. 


‘seating 250. Completion is expected by next 
, ‘ 


The 3-hour-21-minute film 
opens on Nov. 18. 

Although Lee is raising poten- 
tially highly charged racial is- 
sues, his effort to control the 
press, or who interviews him, is 
hardly new in Hollywood. In fact, 
it’s part of a Hollywood tradition, , 
except for the racial overtones. 

On Wednesday, The Los An- 


geles Times carried a story saying 
that Warner Brothers had told 
the newspaper that Lee preferred 
a black writer to interview him. A 
white journalist had been sched- 
uled to interview Lee. The 
newspaper did not agree to make 
a change. 


John P. Lindsay, executive edi- 
tor of the Calendar section of The 
Los Angeles Times, said in an 
interview, “We don’t give writer 
approval.” 

But Lee, speaking over the 
phone, said various publications 
had agreed to his terms, includ- 
ing Premiere magazine, Vogue, 
Interview and Rolling Stone. 


yshire SAYA PDS Vet. 39/992 
nike Lee says he prefers — 
ack interviewers only 


tributed to this story. 


Social changes 


But the incident reminded 
Cozzaglio of the ways that educa- 
tion has changed, the way society 
has changed and the rules that 
children are told to follow. 

“You have to always be con- 


| scious of how others will inter- 


pret what you do,” said Cozzaglio. 
“Things can be so easily misin- 
terpreted.” 

He said sometimes he walks 
into the cafeteria and children 
will rush to hug him. 

“Do you say, ‘Go away?” he 
said. 

Children, parents and teachers 
are under increasing stress, said 
Cozzaglio. Most parents work, 
many children attend after school 
day care, and by the time home- 
work and dinner are finished, 
there’s little family time left over. 
And often children seek affection 
from their mentors in school, he 
said. 

As family stresses increase, so 
does the demand for schools to 
provide social services to stu- 
dents and their families. The 
money needed to pay for support 
services takes away from money 
needed for education, said Coz- 
zaglio. 


Kids in crisis 
“Education will suffer because 


“The foureshyre- Cane 
Hodgkins, Curtiss at odds 


over statement on PAC funds 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Incumbent state Rep. Chris- 
topher J. Hodgkins said Republican 
challenger Franklin Curtiss of Sheffield 
is carrying on a “smear campaign” after 
Curtiss accused him yesterday of lying 
about his campaign finance practices. 


Curtiss challenged a comment Hodg- 
kins made in The Eagle yesterday, in 
which he said he has never accepted 
contributions . from political action 
sommittees during his campaigns for 
state representative, but that he ac- 
zepted PAC money to help finance his 
costly congressional campaign in 1991. 

In response, Curtiss produced Hodg- 
kins’ campaign finance reports, which 
list a Nov. 2, 1990, contribution of $1,000 
from an organization called CODDLE. 


Costly race 

Documents also show that Hodgkins 
began accepting additional PAC and 
lobbyist contributions starting in 1991 — 
the year he ran for Congress — and well 
into 1992, after the congressional race 
was over. According to Curtiss, those 
PAC donations amount to $13,700, with 
another $12,000 coming from lobbyists. 

Hodgkins replied that the November 
1990 CODDLE contribution of $1,000 — 
and another one in April 1991 — repre- 
sents a donation from House Speaker 
Charles Flaherty’s party organization. 
The 1990 donation was the only PAC 
donation he accepted before running for 
Congress, he contended. 

He said that until the congressional 
race he turned down PAC donations re- 
peatedly and has been an ardent sup- 
porter of campaign finance reform. 

But the high cost of running for Con- 
gress left him unable to turn down the 


PAC, continued on Bi 
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New Lee Tax Bills Reflect 5% Increase 


LEE — Tax bills went out on 
Oct. 27, with a rate that is up 
about five percent from last year. 

The tax rate was set at $12.60 
per $1,000 of property valuation. 

The rate was up 60 cents from 
last year because of an increased 
town budget and a drop in the 
town’s total valuation. 


Lee Considers Bids 


LEE — Members of the Board 
of Public Works will decide at their 
Nov. 2 meeting whether to send 
out bid specifications for filling 
the town landfill, which closed Dec. 


Oct. Bo 1472 
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of what are really community 

needs,” he said. “We shouldn't 

have to use school money to take 

| te : care of kids in crisis.” 

Saute * hae ‘ The high school-based clinic, 

| which is being established by a | 
community group, is a good ex- 

_ ample of how the community can 

respond to a need that was iden- 


Tax bills are due by Nov. 20. 
Applications for abatements and 
exemptions are also due on tha 
date. 

Payments received after Nov, 
20 will be charged 14 percent in- 
terest, retroactive to Oct. 21.An} 
taxpayer who did not receive @ bill 

should contact the collector. 


for Filling Land-fill 


The question of what to do with 
the remaining space in the landfill 
has been an ongoing conflict be- 
tween town officials, who would 
like to find an outside company to 
and citizens, who 


@ PAC, from B1 


money and still compete with 
former state Sen. John W. Olver, 
‘who accepted thousands of dol- 
lars in PAC money — and won the 
‘race. 


‘$80,000 in debt 


And because Hodgkins’ unsuc- 
\cessful campaign left him $80,000 
‘in debt, he said he still accepts 
PAC money and now uses it to 
thelp finance state representative 
‘campaigns. The donations repre- 
{sent a variety of special interests 
iwhose leaders ‘support him be- 
yeause he supports their causes 
Said Hodgkins, 


re “I stand proudly by all these 


| 


\ 


donations,” he said. “What I’d 
suggest is if he [Curtiss] has a 
problem with these figures, he 
should show up at.a debate to 
discuss it. He has yet to show up 
anywhere in public. ... He’s rais- 
ing phony issues here.” 


He stressed that most of his 
donations come locally, in 
amounts of $5 and $10, from 
working people in Berkshire 
County. 

But Curtiss stood firm in his 
accusation that Hodgkins mis- 
represented himself. 

“He said he never accepted 
contributions from political ac- 
tion committees during his state 
representative campaigns, those 
are his words,” said Curtiss. “I’m 
asking that he not be allowed to 
make these misstatements.” 


Nothing to talk about 


Curtiss allowed as how Hodg- 
kins “made a mistake, maybe, 
maybe he just forgot that, espe- 
cially in the heat of the campaign. 
But I have told the truth, and I 
can’t say he has.” 

Pressed again about why he 
will not meet with Hodgkins to 


The eres 


1, 1991. 


they will contract out the remain- 
ing space in the landfill to a pri- 
vate company 
public. too 


The board must decide whether 
taxpayers. 


or open it to the 
i year. 


pay to use it, 
think it should be free and open to 


State law requires that land- . | 
fills be capped by October of next 


See ee re ee 


debate matters such as PAC con- 
tributions, Curtiss said he has 
nothing to talk to Hodgkins about. 
| _“We’re completely apart,” 
¥ Curtiss said. “I certainly am not 
going to debate him. I don’t feel * 
we have anything to exchange.” 
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Temporary sign permits are illegal, — 
Lee ZBA member tells Selectmen 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


“LEE — The Selectmen have 
Iparned that they may have to 
rescind the temporary sign per- 
mits they have been granting to 
business owners around town. 
«The board has been issuing 
temporary permits to some busi- 
messes in anticipation that the 
temporary signs will become legal 
dnce a new sign bylaw is passed 
by a town meeting. 

‘ Louis Failla, a member of the 
Zoning Board of Appeals, went to 
e Selectmen’s meeting Monday. 
fight to challenge their decision 
to grant a temporary sign permit 
fo George Kish, owner of the 
Black Swan Inn on Route 20, and 
all other temporary sign permits 
the board has granted. 


‘No such thing’ 
; “There’s no such thing as a 


Q\) temporary sign permit,” said 
™.. Failla, adding that the Selectmen- 


can only speculate on whether a 
wn meeting will pass the new 
gign bylaw. A vote on the new 
bylaw was put off at the annual 
fown meeting last May, to allow 
more time for business owners to 
give their input 
; Meanwhile, though, the Se- 
lectmen shouldn’t “pencil in 
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William and Margaret Farrell 
Goggins, 16 Myrtle St, Pittsfield, a 


rules and regulations” based on 
what a town meeting may or may 
not do, said Failla. 


His board recently denied 
Kish’s application for a variance, 
which would have allowed him to 
put an additional sign on the inn 
building. Kish then went to the 
Selectmen for a temporary sign 
permit, which was granted last 
week. 

“He must have caught us at a 
weak moment,” conceded Se- 
lectmen Chairman Diane P. 
Roosa. 

Failla said he consulted with 
Town Counsel Jerome Scully, who 
said the Selectmen can’t issue 
temporary sign permits. 

Selectman Martin H. Deely said 
the temporary permits are in- 
tended to save business owners 
the trouble of having to take 
down signs that will become legal 
once the new bylaw is passed. 

Selectman John E. DeVarennes 
said.that-if the signs are indeed 
illegal the new bylaw should be 
passed as soon as possible. 


Court complaints 


There’s no special town meet- 
ing scheduled for the near future. 
Meanwhile, Building Inspector 
Robert W. Lester has filed court 
complaints against a number of 
businesses in town which are 
displaying signs that are illegal 
under the current town bylaw. 
The Black Swan Inn was one of 
the businesses Lester identified 
as having an illegal sign. 

The Selectmen said they’ll seek 
an opinion from Scully on the 
matter and make a decision next 
Monday. 

In other business, the Select- 
men reiterated their refusal to 
allow package store owners to 
open on Sundays for the six-week 
period leading up to New Year’s 
Day. 


They had received a visit last 
night from two package store 


owners, Robert Longerato of East | 
Lee Package Store and Richard 


Dupras of Dupras’ Liquor Mart, 


who asked the board to recon- | 


sider its vote of Oct. 26. 

Longerato and Dupras said 
other towns in the county are 
approving Sunday openings, and 
they added that business has 
been slow and could benefit from 
Sunday openings. 

Despite their request, the board 
refused to reconsider. 


No reconsideration 


The board also refused to re- | 


consider its refusal to allow the 


Board of Public Works to pay | 


Brian Thorne $306 for car damage 
he said was caused when his 
wife’s car slid off a slippery road 
during a storm last year. 

Thorne produced a letter from 
the town’s insurance company 
regarding a claim made by a 
woman whose car was damaged 
by a raised manhole cover. The 
letter stated the town wasn’t lia- 
ble for the damage, but the in- 
surance company offered a 
“goodwill” payment of $456 — 
which represented 50 percent of 
her claim against the town. 

DeVarennes said the insurance 
company, not the town itself, au- 
thorized that payment, and the 
BPW’s vote was illegal since it 
has no money budgeted for such 
expenditures. 

In Thorne’s case, the insurance 
company refused to pay, and 
therefore the town should also 
refuse to pay, the Selectmen said. 

But Joseph Castronova said the 
town’s insurance company 
shouldn’t be making “goodwill 
payments” if the town isn’t liable 
for the damage. Eventually that 
payment is reflected in higher 
premiums for the town, he said. 
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Lee Literacy 
Classes Open 
New Horizons 


daughter, Catherine Mary, Sat- 
urday. 
Beth Neales, P.O. Box 723, Lee, | 
{ a son Tuesday. ; 


For Illiterates 


By Suzanne King 


The name used at the beginning 
of this story was changed to protect 
the individual’s identity. 


f. Art 


as f LEE — For Mary, the simplest 


po Se 


. sks have always been difficult. 
piesa coal / cy 1 nad Sint ber: Mle footing 
nd unintelligent be- 

& p a rta n Ss a n d Lee to s at me rake told her what was wrong. 
ial : ore importantly, no one ever 

Nov. 13 for League Title q 3 « 


4 4 
\ “~ cause until she was in her 40s, no 
4 


Iped her. 
Mary is dyslexic and until re- 


<r er ewe ane 


cently, she could not read at all — 


By JOE MILAN the second quarter when he found for his se Ry aiot 
seas Editor the end zone from seven yards out. game. The eu “~ nt have to d 
That score capped an 11-play drive that score S29 RES ys hed myself out 
GREAT BARRINGTON — It ood vis followed by a David Zanin sion run fi SS BY of things,” she explained, “Like, 
may not have been pretty, but the point-afier kick sending ie bere re outed: ck Tdtell people I couldn’tread some. 
Monument, Mountain. football team tans into the intermission with a 13- “We mz thing because I didn’t have my 


accomplished what it needed to, 
beating Putnam 27-14 in a sloppily 
played game last Saturday. 


0 lead. 
“We were pretty much able to do 


in this ga) 
we would 


< 


glasses —I used that one a lot.” 
Although Mary is only starting 


what we wanted with the ball,” said Annand. ‘ to read and can only write a little, 

eeu he oe ns pe pipiens Conway. “But fumbles kept costing that we s ane are finally beginning to 
finale with Lee High for Kosior US points.” ; timing wi Spapad her life because last year 
League supremacy. That contest Tri-captain Rob Durbin scored _pleting fiv 8 e discovered the Southern Berk- 
comes Friday, Nov. 13. the lone score of the third quarter The sp ,> shire Library Literacy Network. 

“We were just miserable with our 0" 4 dive play from the l-yard line. non-leagu With the help ofa tutor she met 
ball handling,” said Monument of- That drive travelled 62 yards and 10 poon whe through the network, she is learn- 
fensive coordinator, Scott Annand, Plays, and had Pat Brown score the 2:30 con} ing how to read. 
“Eight times we had the ball on the 'W9-polnt conversion. The follc “The dream is finally beginning 
ground, and we lost four of those.” i ee got ne ce oe the Kosi 

The Spartans did, however, open Oard in the last quarter when Steve Lee to a 
up a 21.0 lead after three aces Dyer returned an interception for 95 league c’ Continued on A10 
to keep the game well in hand. yards. The Spartans responded on Hoosac 

The first of those scores came on their ensuing possession, though, Champic i 
a 14-yard run by tri-captain John _ with their final score of the day. The ¢ 


Conway in the opening quarter. The 
two-point conversion attempt failed, 
though, giving the Spartans a slim 6- 
0 lead. 

Conway again did the honors in 


That score came on a 55-yard run 
from Zanin, who led all runners with 
142 yards for the afternoon. 

Putnam closed out the scoring late 
in the game when Dyer ran 59 yards 


will be played the weekena-or 1wov: 
21 at the site of the Kosior League 


Champ. That winner will then qual- 
ify for the Super Bowl the following 


week, 


| 
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I am writing in response to the 
Oct. 22 Eagle article about the 
Lee school meeting. We were not 

| an angry mob out to lynch a local 
hero, as people might believe 
from reading the article. Nothing 
_ of the sort ever happened. 
| First, school-bus transportation 
/is a matter of budget. A school 
| bus run has been eliminated to 
‘reduce $40,000 from the school 
budget. It is a good plan. It works 
. to. separate the grades and to 
have an “older” and “younger” 
| bus run. 

This plan does, however, have 
the potential for overcrowding. 
The Lee Central School principal 
and Lee superintendent had dis- 
cussed this possibility. Last week, 
Bus 4, a bus normally at full ca- 
pacity and sometimes over ca- 
pacity, was over by eight students. 


FR © -amtaovt 


zaglio to remedy the situation. 
Mr. Cozzaglio boarded the bus, 
and in an effort to make sure all 
children who normally take the 
bus got home safely, he put them 
in his own vehicle, followed the 
bus and dropped off the children. 

There is a question of judgment 
calls. As the superintendent said, 
“I would have liked to have been 
notified, but at the time I was in 
a meeting and Steve did what he 
felt was right.” That is how the 
parents felt, too. 

No one in the meeting I went to 
said a word against Mr. Cozzaglio 
or his reputation or his capabili- 
ties or anything else. 

The article has demeaned us as 
parents and hindered our efforts 
to work with our school in the 
best interest of our children. The 
point of the meeting was to see 
what was to be done about the 


wanted to know how our children, 
were going to get home. We were> 
concerned as to whether the bus, 
would be overcrowded again and. 
what steps were to be taken to> 
see that it didn’t happen again. - 
Every parent who has a child. 
within the 1.5 mile rule only, 
wanted to know if there was a, 
problem. They wanted to be able; 
to tell their children what to ex-, 
pect. 

Our point was that the 5th; 
graders were confused and con-: 
cerned. They usually ride the bus, * 
and one day, without warning,. 
they were told to get into some-’ 
one’s car. These are difficult 
times. The article stressed par- 
ents’ concern, missing the whole 
concept of ‘the parents working’ 
with the school committee. ; 


LORI TWING |. 


| Lee pare and ys (27 ae i 
| To the Editor of THE re os af En i ka ae en busing situation. We, as parents, 


Lee, Oct. 25, 1992 
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Zukowski gets A-plus 
from Lee school board 


| gave School 


LEE — The School Committee 
Superintendent 
Henry T. Zukowski a glowing an- 
nual evaluation last night, laud- 
ing him as a tireless, well- 
informed wizard of budgets, edu- 
cational issues and the Lee 


| school system. 


Board members were consistent 
in their praise of Zukowski’s ef- 
forts to research matters thor- 
oughly and keep them well- 
informed about school business. 
He provides an atmosphere that 
fosters innovation and creativity, 
and his ability to accept sugges- 
tions has improved over the 
years, said Gary Norton. 

Committee members said Zu- 
kowski is a fixture in the town 
who attends nearly every school 
function, community event and 
professional development pro- 


| gram. 


And he never misses a funeral, 
noted Judith Olds and Edward M. 
Lahey. 

If he has a fault, it’s that he’s 
too accessible, too busy, too 
available, said board members. 
His day begins at 4 a.m. and ends 
around midnight, they said. 

“Sometimes I think Hank 


| overdoes things,” said Olds. “I 


hope he doesn’t burn himself 


out.” 

Zukowski was grateful for their 
remarks and said, “I’ll do my best 
to live up to your evaluation.” If 
he ever tires, slows down or 
Slacks off, he. said, the board 
should let him know so he can 
move on. 

In other business, the School 
Committee voted to appoint Es- 
telle Graziola as a French and 
Spanish instructor at Lee Central 
School. Her salary will be paid 
with part of a curriculum devel- 
opment grant from the Depart- 
ment of Education. 

It also: 


> Accepted Christopher Sa- 
linetti’s resignation as junior 
varsity boys’ basketball coach. 

® Granted teacher Gregory 
Houston’s request for unpaid pa- 
ternity leave to allow him to care 
for his infant daughter for several 
weeks when his wife returns to 
work. His leave will involve 18 
school days between Nov. 30 and 
Dec. 23. 

> Set fiscal 1994 tuition fees for 
Lee Central and Lee High 
schools. Tuition for kindergarten 
and preschool will be $1,650 per 
year; Grades 1-8, $3,300; and high 
school, $4,300. 


Ex-Lee man faces vehicular homicide charge 


By Mary-Jane Tichenor 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — A former Lee man be- 


ing held on $500,000 bail in Or- 
| ange County Jail in Chester, N.Y., 
| is awaiting a grand jury hearing 


| 


to determine whether he will 
stand trial on charges that he 
killed a 2-year-old boy and left six 
other people injured in a 
drunken driving accident on Oct. 
11. 

Police charged that Jeffrey S. 
Stanton, 24, of Sugar Loaf Road, 
Monroe, N.Y., with driving his 
Chevy Blazer into a four-wheel- 
drive truck on Route 17M in 
Chester, caused the death of 
Zacharias Lambros, 2. 

_ At a preliminary hearing on 
Oct. 15, Chester Justice Carol S. 
Klein ruled that there was suffi- 


cient evidence to charge Stanton 
aes carond-degree vehicular 


manslaughter, leaving the scene 
of an accident and driving while 
intoxicated. He faces up to 15 
years in prison if convicted. 

Stanton was arrested on Oct. 11 
after he allegedly plowed a 
friend’s car into the side of a car 
driven by Dimitrios Lambros of 
Spring Street, Monroe. He then 
reportedly hit another car con- 
taining a mother and her three 
children. Stanton cut his chin and 
needed 14 stitches: 

During the hearing, Lambros 
testified that he saw the vehicle 
swerving over the double yellow 
line toward him. As he tried to 
get out of the way, the vehicle 
crossed into his lane and struck 
his car, just behind the driver’s 
side door, where his son was 
strapped into a car seat. The 
child died of head injuries. 

As Lambros ran toward the ve- 
hicle that hit him and the third 


vehicle, he saw a man he identi- 
fied as Stanton crawl out of the 
driver’s side window and “stum- 
ble” and “crawl” up a hill into 
the woods, he testified. 

Stanton was picked up a hour 
later, several miles away, by state 
police. He as taken to Arden Hill 
Hospital, where blood tests re- 
vealed that he had a blood alco- 
hol content of 0.16 percent. Any- 
thing above 0.10 percent is con- 
sidered legally drunk. 

Orange County Senior Assistant 
District Attorney Matthew J. 
Modica said the case has to be 
presented for action of the grand 
jury within 45 days of the arrest. 
“We don’t have a_ scheduled 
date,” he said yesterday, but it 
will be within the next two weeks. 

According to Peggy 
the Massachusetts 


Motor Vehicles, Stanton’s record 
of mixing alcohol and driving in- 
cludes: 

>A conviction for drunken 
driving on an arrest March 9, 
1986, in Pittsfield. According to 
records, Stanton was ordered into 
alcohol rehabilitation as part of 
his sentence. 

>A conviction for drunken 
driving after an arrest on Sept. 5, 
1990, in Lee. As part of that sen- 
tence, according to Murphy, 
Stanton’s driver’s license was re- 
voked for two years. 

On April 10 Stanton was 
charged with driving with a re- 
voked license and driving an un- 
registered an uninsured vehicle, 
after a property-damage accident 
in Pittsfield. Stanton also has 
been ticketed at least three times 
‘Bo ding in Massachusetts. 
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To Wayne and Pamela Esposito, . 


Demmons, RR2 Box 253, Lee, Nov. 


1, a son. 
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Dominica Palmer 


LEE — Dominica Palmer, 78, of 
Main Street died Oct. 31 at Berk-| : 
hire Hills North Nursing Home in| | 


Born in Housatonic on March 13, 
14, she was the daughter of Frank | / 


d Katherine Klymek Koldys. 


Smtended Housatonic schools 


She | ] 
and | 


was a graduate of the former Searles ; 


x 


“High School in Great Barrington. 
~~ Mrs. Palmer briefly worked at ; 


airview Hospital in the early 1930s. / 
& She married LeRoy G. Palmer in 


1932 and moved to Lee in 1934. 


X= Mrs. Palmer was a communicant 


She leaves three sons, LeRoy G. 
‘talmer Jr. and Richard A. Palmer, 
both of Lee and John B. Palmer of 


g St. Mary’s Church in Lee. 


rick Town, N.J.; 


hester Koldys of Housatonic; 
Jennie Balestro of | 


sisters, Mrs. 


one brother, / 


two | 


Housatonic and Mrs. Bessie Storti of 
Great Barrington; 11 grandchildren; 


nd six great-grandchildren. 


The funeral was yesterday, Nov. 4, 


t St. Mary’s Church. 
Burial followed 
‘emetery. 


in St. 


Mary’s 


Memorial donations may be made) 


St. Mary’s Church or Lee 


Fire 


Go. in care of Kelly Funeral Home, 
hich is in charge of arrangements 


4. 


Meeting slated in Lee 
on bridge cost overrun 


LEE — Town Administrator 
Frank E. Abbondanzio has ar- 
ranged a meeting between the 
Selectmen and the Board of Pub- 
lic Works tomorrow evening at 
6:30 to address the cost overrun 
for construction of the Tyringham 
Road bridge. 

“JT think we wanted to get to the 
bottom of this and find out ex- 
actly what’s going on,” said Se- 
lectman Martin H. Deely yester- 
day. “I want to know why a deci- 
sion of that type was made with- 
out consulting the board.” 

The Board of Public Works had 
engaged a contractor to assemble 
the temporary bridge for a cost of 
$3,500, and the town highway crew 
was expected to do the approach 
work, which included building 
ramps and paving. 

However, the Board of Public 
Works was surprised Monday 
night to learn that Highway Su- 
perintendent J. Peter Scolforo 
had the contractor complete the 
job, bringing the total cost to 
around $9,000. 

The bridge had a 7-ton weight 
limit, and the state is planning to 
replace it in late 1993 or early 
1994. However, the temporary 
bridge was deemed necessary 
because the weight limit ex- 
cluded school buses and emer- 
gency vehicles. The tempoyary 
steel bridge, which was 


at no cost by the state Highway 
Department, was installed last 
week by LB Corp. 

The steel bridge now carries 
traffic one way northbound, ex- 
cept during certain school busing 
hours when police officers are on 
duty to direct traffic. 

Deely said he’ll withhold 
judgment on the situation until 
he hears the highway superin- 
tendent’s explanation. 

An Oct. 15 special town meeting 
had approved $10,000 for costs 
related to constructing the tem- 
porary bridge. Town meeting 
representatives were told that a 
maximum of $5,000 would be 
needed for construction and an- 
other $5,000 would be set aside to 
pay crossing guards for school 
buses if the guards were needed. 


The Selectmen said Monday . 
night that the cost overrun would 
be paid with money in the exist- 
ing budgets of the Public Works 
Department. 


Board of Public Works Chair- 
man David Parker said last night 
that he expects the Selectmen 
will chastise Scolforo for ex- 
pending more than the board had 
anticipated. He also said the 
meeting would provide an oppor- 
tunity to discuss the role of the 


wn administr: i itua- 
f ator in such situa; 


; Town 


Lee highway chief concedes 
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error in hiring for bridge job 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Highway Superinten- 
dent J. Peter Scolforo acknowl- 
edged last night that he erred in 
making a unilateral decision to 
hire the LB Corp. to complete 
construction of the temporary 
bridge on Tyringham Road. 

“I didn’t stop the job to get 
quotes and go back to the board, I 
made the decision,” Scolforo told 
the Selectmen at a_ specially 
called meeting last night in Town 
Hall. “In retrospect, I should 
have come forward to the board 
with the facts.” 

The plan to reinforce the 7-ton 
bridge initially called for the 
town highway crew to do the en- 
tire job. But Scolforo urged the 
Board of Public Works to hire an 
outside contractor in an effort to 
get the job done faster and keep 
the highway crew on their normal 

duties. 

The public works board agreed, 
but decided that the town high- 
way crew should do the finish 
work, which involved preparing 
the approach ramps, paving and 
related work. 


Time element 


LB Corp. bid $3,500 on the as- 
sembly job and finished that work 
on Oct. 27. 

Scolforo said last night he be- 
lieved that the short-staffed town 
highway crew wouldn't have been 
able to complete the approach 
work until this week, while LB 
Corp. was able to finish it last 
week. 

Without consulting the public 
works board, he arranged a sec- 
ond contract with LB Corp. for 
the last phase of work, which cost 
$4,750. The board found that out 


LEE— Mrs. Dominica Palmer, 7! 


Monday night, as did the Select- 
men. 

The Selectmen expressed dis- 
approval last night that Scolforo 
bypassed his own board. 

“That can’t be done again, by 
anybody, not just the Highway 
Department,” said Selectman 
John E. DeVarennes. 

It was illegal, he said, for Scol- 
foro not to obtain estimates from 
other contractors before pro- 
ceeding with the final phase of 
work. He also said the decision 
was unfair to town representa- 
tives who approved a $5,000 con- 
struction expenditure at an Oct. 
15 special town meeting. The dif- 
ference will be paid from the 
board’s labor account. 


Purchasing process 


Town Administrator Frank E. 
Abbondanzio said the situation 
has pointed out the need for the 
Selectmen to tighten the town’s 
purchasing policy. In addition, he 
said, he must also be more active 
in handling all contracts in town. 

“We want to recentralize some 
decision-making,’’ said Ab- 
bondanzio, who began his job in 
July. “Any purchase over $1,000 
involving an outside contractor 
should be approved by the Se- 
lectmen and the chief procure- 
ment officer, in this case, the 
BPW and me.” 

All contracts should be 
awarded by the Selectmen, with 
the recommendation of the board 
involved, he said. 

Board of Public Works Chair- 
man David Parker agreed, saying 
the board is responsible for car- 
rying out the Selectmen’s poli- 
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cies. 

The incident drew some criti- 
cism from town residents who 
showed up at the hearing, 


Thomas M. Garrity Jr., working 
foreman for LB Corp., challenged 
a remark by public works board 
member Joseph Marino that ap- 
peared in an article in The Eagle. 
Garrity said the comments sug- 
gested that LB Corp. had doubled 
its price for doing a job. 

In fact, there were two separate 
contracts involved for two sepa- 
rate jobs, he said. He also pro- 
duced a letter from LB Corp. in- 
dicating that the company saved 
the town $3,012 in labor, equip- 
ment and materials. 

Selectman Chairman Diane P. 
Roosa thanked the LB represen- 
tatives for giving the town a 
break. 

Joseph Castronova said the 
town representatives at the Oct. 
15 meeting were “misled” about 
how the job would be done. Gus 
Passetto also spoke up, raising 
criticism that the Highway De- 
partment is understaffed, with 
only three workers. There are 
people in town who need jobs, 
and not enough road workers, he 
said. 

Then, referring to companies 
that have laid off workers this 
year, he said, “We can’t do any- 
thing about Westfield River, we 
cant do anything about E.C.H. 
Will, we can’t do anything about 
Lee Lime, but we can-do some- 
thing about this town.” 

Parker replied that the High- 
way Department is planning to 
hire one additional full-time 
worker. 


[hrea 


ative 


Shristopher Hodgkins )-Lee de- 
eated Franklin Curtiss R-Shef- 


of Main Street, died Oct. 31 at Berk- 
shire Hills North nursing home. 

Born in Housatonic on March 13, 
1914, she was the daughter of Frank 
and Katherine (Klymek) Koldys. 

She attended Housatonic schools 
and was a graduate of the former 
Searles High School. 

In the early 1930's, Mrs. Palmer 
was employed by Fairview Hospital in 
Great Barrington for a short time. She 
moved to Lee in 1934. 

She was a communicant of St. 
Mary's Church. 

_ She married LeRoy G. Palmer Sr. 
in 1932. He died in 1966. 

She leaves three sons, LeRoy G. 
Palmer Jr. and Richard A. Palmer, 
both of Lee, and John B. Palmer of 
Brick Town, N.J.; a brother, Chester 
Koldys of Housatonic; two sisters, 

Jennie Volestro of Housatonic and 
Bessie Storti of Great Barrington; 11 


| grandchildren and six great-grandchil- 


dren. 

The funeral was Nov. 4 from Kelly 
Funeral Home with a Liturgy of 
Chrisitan Burial at St. Mary’s Church. 
Burial was in St. Mary’s Cemetery. 

‘ In lieu of Mii? memorial dona- 
ions may made to St. Mary’ 
Church or the Lee Fire Co. in sey of 

the funeral home. 


leld in the 4th District state 
‘epresentative race. Hodgkins 
secured his seat beating Curtiss 
2y approximately 13,000 to4,000 
votes. He declared an unofficial 
‘ictory at 10 p.m. 

; Hodgkins’ victory speech gave 
um the opportunity to thank all 
ils supporters gathered at the 
Morgan House for his victory 
selebration. The Democratic 
2arty celebration for Berkshire 
Sounty was also held at the Lee 
-stablishment. 

“I want to thank you all. 
“hanks for not only letting us 
vin, but lettin \e win, big,” 
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Hodgkin asily 
Defeats Curtiss; 
Wins Sixth Term | 
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By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Leaders of several community 
organizations are attempting to establish 
a preschool and outreach program in 
response to data showing that more than 
half of Lee kindergartners may be un- 
prepared to enter school. 

The School Department — which has a 
long waiting list for its 39-pupil pre- 
school — has applied to the state De- 
partment of Education for a $93,259 grant 
that would launch the Lee Community 
Partnership for Children. 

The Lee Youth Association, Lee Visit- 
ing Nurse Association, Lee Family Serv- 
ices and Great Start program would col- 
laborate to implement the plan, which is 
targeted for “at-risk” children and their 
families. 

“There is a tremendous need in this 
area, particularly in ‘this age group,” 
said David Canterbury, director of the 
Lee Youth Association, which provides 
day care before and after school. “We 
have over 50 percent of kids [at the LYA] 
who are at-risk right now, and that’s just 
based on low-income and family struc- 
ture.” 


Additional outreach 

The grant would pay for a preschool 
program at the youth association and for 
the addition of five to 10 pupils at The 
Learning Center, a private day-care and 


Continued from Al 
lodgkins said, “Up until this vic- 
ary you have all been working 
ard to get me reelected. Now it is 
1y turn once again to go to work 

| or you.” 

| Hodgkin’s was the Berkshire 
‘ounty coordinator for the Clinton- 
rore campaign and bid farewell to 
1e Republican era during his vic- 
ory speech. 

“Goodbye George Bush, Dan 
uayle, goodbye Pat Buchanan 
ad James Baker,” Hodgkins said, 
*ve worked hard for the Demo- 
"atic campaign and could not be 
appier with the results.” 

Hodgkins was victorious in ev- 
y town in his district, including 
urtiss’ home town, Sheffield, 
here he is a selectman. 

“All I can say is that I hope I 
ive his spunkiness when I am 79 
ars old,” Hodgkins said of his 
ponent. “I don’t expect him to 
_ Il and concede, like they say,’ 

| on’t call us, we'll call you.” 

-| Thisis Hodgkins sixth term and 
: feels very thankful for all his 
| pporters. 

| “I feel really good about this,” 

| odgkins said, “We have a lot of 

| nhere. All politics is a party. We 
ke pdlitics seriously, but we do 
‘t take ourselves seriously.” 

Curtiss wanted to thank all the 
embers of the Republican part; 
10 were helpful to his campaign 
“I wish'to express my apprecia 
on to thé people of the 4th Berk 
ire District,” Curtiss said, “wh« 
ft their homes during such awfu 
2ather to vote.” 

.Nancy O'Shaugness) 


- Lee officials seek state aid 
to expand preschool efforts 


preschool program on Route 102. 

Canterbury and Henry Kranz of Lenox 
will serve as chairmen of the Early 
Childhood Advisory Council, which will 
oversee the program if the grant is re- 
ceived. 

Kranz is director of Great Start, a new 
organization that provides developmen- 
tal and financial support to programs 
benefiting children and their parents. 

Erin O’Brien, school adjustment 
counselor at Lee Central School, said 
that in recent years kindergarten teach- 
ers have observed many pupils entering 
school not knowing how to hold a crayon 
or scissors. Many children have never 
been read to, she said. 

“T think it’s really important to have a 
school. program that gives children 
school readiness and gets the parents 
involved,” she said. 

School officials are aware that many 
parents are working full time and have 
trouble finding quality time with their 
children. The preschool program and 
the outreach component would aim at 
helping parents find time to spend with 
their children. 

In addition, O’Brien said, children 
who don’t attend preschool are often at 
a disadvantage socially. Those who have 
had preschool experiences not only have 
educational skills, but are more skilled 
at interacting with other children. 


Definitions 

“At-risk” children are identified by a 
number of factors, such as being in a 
single-parent or low-income family, or 
having a physical disability, health 
problems or other circumstance that can 
interfere with preparedness for school, 
school officials said. 
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— The Son’s of Italy made 
a strong move towards first place 
taking all six from Wickham Con- 
struction. The Son’s were led by 
George Ingegni’s league high triple 
(342-126) and Frank Consolati’s 
league high single (331-126). 

The I & M Mason were swept 
for'the first time this season by the 
Lee Men’s Club, with Veno 
Vagene’s bowling a (309-115) in a 
losing cause, but still keeping their 
holdon first place. Lenoxdale Pack- 
age led by Joe Nichol’s (311-115) 
took two from Lee Lime. 


and residents indicated 


tive says. 


to survive.” 


N > 
Oo 

ea 
>329, 1907, she was the daughter of 


Lee meh ay to 
@ LEE, from B1 I by 3 
According to the grant applica- 
tion, more than half of the pre- 
school pupils at Lee Central 
School and the Learning Center 
are at risk of learning problems. 
Conversations with family day- 
care providers, teachers, parents 
that 
many of Lee’s young children are 
being raised in an “inadequate 
environment,” the grant’s narra- 


“We heard stories of single 
mothers taking home $13 to $25 a 
week after paying for child care 
and health insurance,” it states. 
“One wonders how they manage 


Alcohol abuse and unemploy- 
ment are described as contribut- 
ing to problems affecting chil- 


SLorna L. Sheldon 


EE — Lorna L. Sheldon, 85, of 
hill Farm on Devon Road, Lee, 


d Oct. 30 at Fairview Hospital. 
Born in Flushing, N.Y., on June 


Clarence and Janet Lamb Lowes. 
= She graduated from Finch Junior 
. College in New York City. After 
= graduation, she traveled throughout 
> Europe. 

3 Mrs. Sheldon became a model in 


(1930 with Powers Modeling Agency 
an New York City and later worked 
hn marketing research, also in New 
York. 

She married Kenneth P. Sheldon 
in 1934. Mr. Sheldon was an in- 
vestment broker for Merrill, Lynch, 
Pierce, Fenner, and Beane of New 
York City. Mrs. Sheldon moved to 
Washington, D.C., in 1940, where 
her husband worked for the Trea- 
sury Department. . 

They moved to Lenox after World 
War II and opened Hawthorne Hill 
- A Country Inn. They also taught 
wood and metal stenciling. 

They moved to Stockbridge after 
closing the Inn in 1953 and opened 
Hawthorne House Inn. 

Mrs. Sheldon was a secretary for 
Hans Maeder, headmaster of the 
former Stockbridge School in In- 
terlaken. 

She moved to Lee in 1957, and in 
1970 began work as a customer- 
service clerk at Country Curtains in 
Stockbridge. 

Mrs. Sheldon was the author of 
‘Casual Country Cook Book” and 
2o-author with Richard V. Happel 
of “Bizarre Cook Book.” She also 
vrote articles on cooking for area 
1ewspapers. 

She leaves one son, Timothy M. 
sheldon of Lee, and two step- 
crandchildren. 

Mr. Sheldon died in 1981. 

The memorial service is scheduled 
or Saturday, Nov. 7, at 4 p.m. at 
*irst Congregational Church in 
stockbridge with Canon Robert S.S. 
Vhitman, former rector of Trinity 
ipiscopal Church in Lenox, offici- 
ting. 

There are no calling hours. Kelly 
‘uneral Home is in charge of ar- 
angements. 


would include: 


and the VNA maternal-child 
health coordinator. 


Learning Center. 


sources. 


>A home-based Head Start 
program for at least 10 children 


to prepare them for preschool. 


> Outreach and recruitment for 
the preschool program by the 
Early Childhood Advisory Council 


> Sliding-scale fees for pre- 
schoolers enrolled at either the 
Lee Youth Association or the 


> Home visits by a VNA nurse, 
who will provide home assess- 
ment, health education and re- 
ferrals to other community re- 


> Parent-to-Parent volunteers, 


LORNA L. SHEL 


Oct. 30 at Fairview Hospital. 


Clarence and Janet (Lamb) Lowes. 


| Switzerland. 


model with the Powers Modeling 
Agency and later worked in marketing 
research in New York City. Shemoved * 
to Washington, D.C., in 1940, when 
her husband, Kenneth P. Sheldon, 
worked for the U.S. Treasury Depart- 
ment. Shortly after World War Il, they 
moved to Lenox and opened 
Hawthorne Hill, a country inn. She 
also taught classes in the art of sten- 
ciling on wood and metal, and had her 
work exibited at Lenox Library. In 1953, 
after closing the Lenox Inn, the couple 
moved to Stockbridge and opened 


Hawthorne House Inn. 


Mrs. Sheldon also had worked at 
the former Stockbridge Schoolas sec- 
retary to Headmaster Hans Maeder 
and as registrar. She moved to Lee in 
1957 and since 1970 had been em- 
ployed by Country Curtains as a cus- 


tomer service clerk. 


She was the author of “Casual 
Country Cook Book” and co-author 
with Richard V. Happel of “Holiday 
Bizarre Cook Book.” She also wrote a 
column for area newspapers on cook- 


ing. 


Her husband, whom she married in 


1934, died May 13, 1981. 


She leaves a son, Timothy M. 
Sheldon of Lee, and two step-grand- 


children. 


A memorial service will be con- 
ducted on Saturday, Nov. 7, at 4 from 
the First Congregational Church in 
Stockbridge by Canon Robert S.S. 
Whitman, former rector of Trinity Epis- 


copal Church in Lenox. 
There will be no calling hours. 


Kelly Funeral Home is in charge of 


arrangements. 


school effort 


Pein Pe 


Highlights of the Lee Commu- 
nity Partnership for Children 


recruited by the Great Start staff, 
will pair young single mothers 
with other women for support 
and guidance. 

> Support and education 
groups for parents of preschool- 
ers. 

Stephen Cozzaglio, principal of 
Lee Central, said the School De- 
partment will administer the 
program with guidance from the 
School Committee. 

“This is the first time we’ve 
tried anything like this,” he said. 

Canterbury said the grant will 
fund the program for approxi- 
mately 18 months. Other funding 
sources will be sought to continue 
the program beyond that period, 
he said. 


| 
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- LEE—Mrs. Lorna LL. Sheldon, 85, 
of Tophill Farm, Devon Road, died 


 Bornin Flushing, N.Y.,on June 29, 
1907, she was the daughter of 


. She was a graduate of Hill Side 
Boarding School in New York and a 
1927 graduate of Finch Junior Col- 
lege in New York City. After gradua- 
tipn, she traveled throughout Europe 
and spent a great deal of time in 


‘In 1930, Mrs. Sheldon became a 
ES eee 
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By Suzanne King 


LEE — Repairs for the 
Tyringham Road bridge have cost 
more than some town representa- 
tives expected, leading town offi- 
cials to take a look at tightening 
town purchasing procedures. 

Town Administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio, who acts as the 
town’s chief procurement officer, 
said the Board of Public Works 
had not givenits approval for DPW 
superintendent Peter Scolforo to 
hire an outside firm to do approach 
work to the temporary bridge. 

At an Oct. 22 emergency meet- 
ing, the BPW had okayed the hir- 
ing of LB Corp. to install the bridge 
for $3,500, but the approach work 
was to have been completed by the 
town highway crew. 

Instead, when it became appar- 
ent that the approach work was 
more involved than at first thought, 
Scolforo hired LB Corp. to do that 
work as well, meaning an added 
cost of $4,700 to the town. 

Abbondanzio planned a Nov. 5 
meeting at 6:30 p.m. in the 
selectmen’s office with the Boards 
of Selectmen and Public Works to 
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| Tyringham Bridge-Repair Costs Rising Again 


discuss the town’s purchasing poli- 
cies so this kind of thing will not 
happen again. 

Money to pay the outside com- 
pany for the bridge work will come 
from the BPW’s labor budget, ac- 
cording to Chairman David Parker, 
as it would have if town employees 
had done the work. 

Since the summer, two of the 
five BPW positions have been va- 
cant, so the town has had to con- 
tract out some ofits work, as it did 
in the case of the bridge. 

Although only $5,000 was allo- 
cated for the bridge project at the 


Oct. 15 special town meeting, 
Abbondanzio said, this amount was 
only to cover supplies and equip- 
ment. Labor costs were never in- 
cluded in this amount, 
Abbondanzio said. 

Many town representatives, 
however, assumed the $5,000 allo- 
cated at the town meeting (plus an 
additional $5,000 to cover the cost 
of a crossing guard), would be the 
only cost involved in the bridge 
project, town representatives Carol 
LePrevost and Charles O’Neill told 
the selectmen at their Nov. 2 meet- 
ing. 


Abbondanzio said he hopes town 
officials will be able to devise a 
system at the Nov. 5 meeting, so 
any major expenditures are ap- 
proved by the governing board and 
the town procurement officer. 

Abbondanzio said he is also 
working to convert the town’s ac- 
counting system to UMAS, a com- 
puter system that will provide bet- 
ter internal controls on expendi- 
tures. 

“We'll be in a better position to 
monitor how money is being spent,” 
Abbondanzio said. “ 


Temporary Sign Permits Termed Illegal 


LEE — The selectmen heard 
froma member of the zoningboard 
of appeals at their Nov. 2 meeting, 
who told them the temporary sign 
permits they have been issuing 
during the past few months are 
illegal. 


Louis Failla told the selectmen 
they have no legal right to issue 
temporary permits for signs that 
are not really temporary and that 


do not conform to town bylaws. 

“There’s no such thing in this 
town as a temporary sign permit,” 
Failla said. “I think you people 
really exceeded your authority in 
this case.” 


Since town representatives are 
expected to approve new sign by- 
laws at the next town meeting, the 
selectmen have issued temporary 
permits to businesses with signs 


that do not comply to current by- 
laws, but will be acceptable under 
the new bylaws. 

Failla was specifically con- 
cerned about a temporary sign 
permit the selectmen recently is- 
sued to George Kish, owner of the 
Black Swan Inn. 

Kish has been fighting to be 
allowed to keep a sign near his inn 
on Route 20, which he claims is 
necessary to attract business. 


\y 


East Lee Package Store, told the 


regain as much business as we 
can. I think it would be beneficial 


Selestinen Oppose Sunday Liquor Sales 
\\ Ye 


‘a 
EE—Th icine voted, 2- 


1\at their Nov. 2 meeting, not to 
hold a public hearing on allowing 
Sunday liquor sales during the 
holiday season. According to state 
officials, however, towns have no 
choice in the matter. 

After voting Sunday sales down 
two weeks in a row, on Oct. 26 and 
Nov. 2, the state requirement fora 
public hearing means the issue 
will be discussed and voted on one 
more time at a public hearing, 
tentatively scheduled for Nov. 16. 

According to Pat Krueger, head 
clerk at the Alcoholic Beverages 
Control Commission, every town 
in the Commonwealth is required 
to hold a public hearing to discuss 
whether local businesses will be 

allowed to open on Sundays from 
Nov. 22 to Dec. 27. ; 
Selectmen chairman Diane 
Roosa and selectman John 
DeVarennes voted at the Nov. 2 
meeting, as they had the week 
before, not to allow Sunday liquor 
sales. Selectman Martin Deely, 
who had not been at the Oct. 26 
meeting, when the previous vote 
was taken, voted the other way, 
saying stores should be allowed to 
open. 
PRRobert Longerato, owner of the 


board he and other liquor store 
owners had been surprised the 
board had voted on the Sunday 
opening on Oct. 26, before a public 
hearing was scheduled: ! « 
“Everybody was very*shocked 
that we were not notified that the 
vote had been taken on it,” 
Longerato said, adding that most 
package store owners are for open- 
ing on the Sundays from Thanks- 
giving to New Years. : 
“It wasn’t the greatest summer, 
Longerato said. “We are trying to 


to the entire town to allow Sunday 
sales.” 

Longerato and Dick Dupras, 
an owner of Dupras’ Liquor Mart; | 
told the board they are concerned | 
about losing business to other area | 
towns if they allow Sunday sales 
and Lee does not. 

Roosa questioned whether 
there would really be much de- 
mand on Sundays. 

“Most people plan ahead, to buy 
theirliquor on Saturday,” shesaid. 


«Eee Opens Land Sale to Public Bids 


— The Board of Public 
SS pes ee on Nov. 2 toinitiatea 
public bidding process to sell the 
<Rkanaining space in the town land- 
& alte rae ae the closing cost. 
E e lan , Which must close 
Sy Oct. 1994 according to state 
SS will cost an estimated $1 mil- 
— 


lion, which the town must pay. 


The BPW closed the landfill last 
year before it was completely full, 
80 they would be able to sell the 
remaining space to an outside con- 
tractori 

The bid specifications call for a 
maximum of 99 tons per day, five 


days a week, and about 40 tons on 
Saturdays. 
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Obituaries 


Paul W. Walter, 85; 


arms-control activist 


LEE — Paul W. Walter, father 
of Paul W. “Tim” Walter Jr. of 
Lee and a leader in international 
arms-control efforts, died 
Wednesday of heart failure and 
cancer at his home in the Cleve- 
land, Ohio, suburb of Bratenahl. 
He was 85. 

Lawyer, businessman and po- 
litical adviser, Mr. Walter was 
national president of the United 
World Federalists from 1961 to 
1964. 


Worked with JFK 


A Republican, he encouraged 
the legislation that led President 
Eisenhower to create the Arms 
Control Agency in 1960. Three 
years later, he worked with Pres- 
ident Kennedy to garner Repub- 
lican Senate votes for ratification 
of the Nuclear Test Ban Treaty 
with the Soviet Union and Brit- 
din, barring nuclear tests except 
those conducted underground. 

In 1962, as a founder of Mem- 
bers of Congress for Peace 
Through Law, he helped win 
_passage through Congress of a 
| $100 million loan to the United 
Nations. He had been unsuccess- 
ful in a run for the Ohio Legisla- 


ture in the 1930s and for a U.S. 
House seat in the early 1950s. 


Labor arbitrator 


He was an adviser to Sen. 
Robert A. Taft of Ohio until his 
death in 1953 and a drafter of the 
Taft-Hartley Labor-Management 
Relations Act of 1947, which in- 
troduced a series of restrictions 
on unions and established the 
Federal Mediation and Concilia- 
tion Service. He was a labor ar- 
bitrator for 60 years. 

Having managed Harold H. 
Burton’s successful 1935 campaign 
for mayor of Cleveland, Mr. Wal- 
ter in 1937 organized the Cleve- 
land Municipal Light Plant Asso- 
ciation, which became one of the 
nation’s earliest municipally run 
utilities. 

From 1940 until his death he 
was president of Hiram House, a 
Cleveland institution for the dis- 
advantaged, where he started 
working in 1926 and where he met 
his future wife, Susan Hamilton. 

The Walters visited the Berk- 
shires several times, usually dur- 
ing fall foliage season. In October 
1989, Mr. Walter spoke in Pitts- 
field at the Unitarian Universal- 
ist Church and Temple Anshe 
Amunim. 

A native of Cleveland, he grad- 
uated from the city’s West High 
School in 1924, from Adelbert 
College of Western Reserve Uni- 
versity in 1928 and from its law 
school in 1932. That year he and 
another lawyer cofounded the 
Cleveland law firm that is now 
called Walter, Haverfield, Bues- 
cher & Chockley. 

Besides his- son, he leaves a 
daughter, Susan Cargile of 
Shaker Heights, Ohio; a brother, 
Armin A. Walter of Columbus, 
Ohio; a sister, Ruth W. Helmuth 
of Cleveland; and two grand- 
children. 

A memorial service will be at 
Fairmount Presbyterian Church 
in Cleveland Heights on Monday 


\_ at 4 o’clack. 


dings 


Roosa / Saunders 


R.L. Shartrand 
Mary Ann Roosa Saunders 


LEE — Miss Mary Ann Roosa 
and Mark Boulton Saunders, both 
of Greylock Street, were married 
Friday in St. Mary’s Church. 

The bride is the daughter of 
| Mr. and Mrs. Gordon D. Roosa of 
| Lois Street. Mr. Saunders is the 

son of Mr. and Mrs. M. Ray Sa- 
unders of East Street. 

The Rev. David Boulton per- 
formed the 6 o’clock ceremony 


| and a reception followed at Itam 


Lodge. 

Maid of honor was Miss Judith 
Moran and bridesmaids were 
Mrs. Katie Stanard and Miss Tina 
Gailes. Kelly Peeples was junior 
bridesmaid. 

G. Glenn Vanorman was best 
man, and James Morawiec and Al 
Pavoni were ushers. 

The couple are taking a cruise 
to the southern Caribbean. 

The bride, 21, is a secretary for 
attorney Michael J. Considine. 
She graduated in 1989 from Lee 
High School and in 1991 from 
Berkshire Community College 
with an associate degree in office 
management. 

A partner at G & M Machine 
Inc., Mr. Saunders, 24, graduated 


from Lee High School in 1988. 
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Sandy McN. 
Samuel R. Sorrentino ee 
and Mary F. Consolati 


Mary Consolati 
is engaged to 
Mr. Sorrentino 


LEE — Mr. and Mrs. Thomas 
Consolati of 4 Debra Ave. an- 
nounce the engagement of their 
daughter, Mary F. Consolati of 264 
Main St., to Samuel R. Sorrentino 
of 69 Center St. He is the son of 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Sorrentino of 
Greylock Street. 

Miss Consolati is a 4th-grade 
teacher at Stockbridge Plain 
School. She graduated from Lee 
High School and the University of 
Vermont. 

Owner of Cutting Edge Video 
Mr. Sorrentino is also a cook at 
Joe’s Diner. He is a graduate of 
Lee High School and the Univer- 
sity of New Haven in Connecticut. 

A December wedding is 
planned in St. Mary’s Church. 
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Fighting back 


21-year-old 
and community 
meet challenge 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Character, that much- 
politicized but highly personal 
attribute, could probably be best 
defined by how someone copes 
with a great challenge. And by 
how his community of friends and 
family responds. 

For David Stone, that challenge 
has been sudden paralysis. Since 
the 21-year-old suffered a severe 
spinal cord injury when he dove 
into a pond at the University of 
Massachusetts in May, each day is 
a monumental challenge that re- 
quires his resolve, optimism, 
humor and patience. 

For the town of Lee, and the 
First Congregational Church in 
particular, Stone’s personal trag- 
edy has been an unusual call to 
action and generosity: The 
church, local business owners, 
friends and strangers have con- 
tributed more than $25,000 to pay 
for his expenses. 

Two church-sponsored fund- 
raising events, an outdoor barbe- 
cue and a Sweet Adelines con- 
cert, brought in about $7,000. And 
among the private donations was 


DAVID, continued on A4 


David Stone of Lee uses a 
turn the pages of a textboo 


(7/7 +). Ey : 
against paralysis 


Joel Librizal / Berkshire Eagle Staff 
specially designed stick, which he holds in his mouth, to 
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Fighting back agains 


@ DAVID, from Al 


a single $10,000 gift and a number 
of other “large checks,” said the 
Rev. Mary Clark Moschella. 

“When the idea of helping 
David first got going, I thought I 
should stand back and watch, 
because I knew the church would 
teach me something,” she said, “I 
didn’t grow up in a small town, 
and I had no idea how much they 
love each other here and will 
care for each other. Part of it has 
to do with David ... he’s very 
dear to a lot of people, as is his 
family,” ‘ 

Stone is very aware of his gen- 
erous community, he said. 

“Lee is amazing,” he said. “All 
the time, I think of thanking 
people. It should be a priority to 
find a way to pay them back.” 

Once a football player at Lee 
High School and musician, both 
in and out of church, he is now a 
quadriplegic. He can no longer 
perform the simplest of tasks, the 
ones most everyone takes for 
granted: brushing his teeth, eat- 
ing a meal, turning on his televi- 
sion, scratching an itch on his 
nose. 

But his mind and spirit are 
intact. Each day he uses them to 
master a growing number of 
tasks, many of which require his 
mouth. He holds a specially de- 
signed stick to read books and 
turn pages, write letters on his 
computer (purchased with com- 
munity donations), play cards, 
and dial and answer the tele- 
phone. He operates a high-tech, 
computerized wheelchair — 
which cost $14,000 — by blowing 
or sipping a straw attachment. 

He lives at home on East Street 
with his younger brother Micah, 
18, and parents, Robert and 
Susan Stone, who have altered 
the’house to suit his wheelchair. 
He gets help in the mornings 
from a home health aide, a 23- 
year-old man Stone says has be- 
come a friend he can talk to joke 
around with. He also receives 
physical therapy at home through 
the Visiting Nurse Association 
three times a week. Another 
brother, Noah, 19, who is in the 
military, has come to visit several 
times since his brother's acci- 
dent. 

He has kept up a social life that 
includes a loyal girlfriend and 
longtime buddies who bring him 


» out for a beer occasionally. Now 


\that he has a new van, which he 


‘bought ‘with about $11,000 of the 


v 


“community’s donations, he goes to 


malls, movies and restaurants, 
occasionally to church or a foot- 
ball game. He can’t drive the van 


t paralysis 


David Stone, 21, of Lee, who was paralyzed in a diving 
accident earlier this year, plans to enter Berkshire Com- 


munity College in January, 


yet, but it’s been retrofitted to 
accommodate his wheelchair and 
he’s thrilled to be going out fi- 
nally, he said. 

Stone is completing two aca- 
demic courses from his last se- 
mester at UMass, and will enter 
Berkshire Community College in 
January, he said, taking two 
classes. 

“I don’t want to get in over my 
head and set myself up for fail- 
ure,” he said. 

But, he said in an interview 
yesterday, “it’s a very slow pro- 
cess,” ; 

Asking for help isn’t something 
he relishes. Sometimes his Spirits 
sink, and he'll get mad or de- 
pressed, he said. But it passes, 
and he moves on. Surprisingly, 
time flies, he said. 

“You’d think that being so in- 
active, your days would drag, but 
everything goes by so fast,” he 
said. “May seems like a week 
ago.” 

He said his longtime girlfriend, 


| Pam Morehouse, has helped him 


| the most in recent months, help- 


ing him at home and giving him 
support. 
“It’s hard on her,” he said, “It 
might be too hard in the future.” 
Stone has some work to do. He 


_has two exams to complete from 


the spring semester. And he and 


'his family are challenging Medi- 


caid’s refusal to fund a personal 
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care attendant, a person who 
would provide assistance to Stone 
six to eight hours per day. His 
home health aide is paid by his 
family’s private insurance, and is 
only available for 2% hours per 
day. 

Stone said he thinks his appli- 
cation was denied because he is 
living with his family. But he said 
he doesn’t want his parents, who 
work full time, to be waiting on 
him constantly. And eventually, 
he said, he would like to live on 
his own. To do that, he’ll need 
someone to fix his meals and 
help him at various times during 
the day. 

The $25,000 raised by the com- 
munity has paid for his van and 
his computer, and about $10,000 
remains, said Stone. It will help 
pay for any future medical 
treatments or aids that might 
help improve his ability to move. 

He maintains a “careful opti- 
mism” about the future, he Said, 
knowing he must be realistic 
about his limitations. He has 
gained some movement in his left 
arm and shoulders since the ac- 
cident, but he doesn’t always 
know what those improvements 
mean, he said. 

“Its a long process to get inte- 
grated into life. Six months is just 
a blink of an eye,” he said. “I 
have to believe that some kind of 
good will come of this.” 
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LEE — Lee High School has 
announced that senior Mark 
Grady, son of Louis and Maryann 
Grady of 2 David Ave., has been 
presented the superintendent’s 
award for academic excellence. 

Grady also has been awarded 
the University of Massachusetts 
chancellor’s award and received 
a commendation in the National 
Merit scholarship program. 

A member of the National 
Honor Society, he serves as its 
secretary and public relations 
coordinator. He is on the tennis, 
football and soccer teams, was 
elected as a Student Government 
Day alternate and serves as a 
peer counselor. 

In addition, he is a member of 
the drama club, student council 
and the quiz, math and TV teams, 
and took part in the academic 
decathlon. He has been employed 
by the Marriot Corp. on the Mas- 
sachusetts Turnpike and by Tur- 
tleback Productions during the 


hh 


Lee Mole eendédnt’s Ward 
presented to Mark Grady 


Mark Grady 


Grady plans to attend a four- 


| . 
Gail Clark Marries |\\?!!%0"' 
Carmelo Guarda Jr. '" | 


SOUTH LEE — Gail E. Clark of 
Pine Street, daughter of Mr. and 
Mrs. Francis E. Clark Sr., also of 
Pine Street, was married Oct. 31 to 

| Carmelo R. Guarda Jr. of 371 Park 
St., Housatonic. 

The bridegroom is the son of Mrs. 
Virginia Guarda of 371 Park St. and 
the late Carmelo Guarda Sr. 

| The Rev. Charles Van Ausdell, 

pastor, performed the 1 p.m. cere- 

mony at First Congregational 

Church, Great Barrington. A recep- 

tion followed at Shaker Mill Tavern 
in West Stockbridge. 

Mrs. Sandra Guarda-Fadding, 
sister of the bridegroom, was matron 
of honor. Mrs. Patricia Guarda- 
Gillett, also a sister of the bride- 
groom, was bridesmaid. 

Romolo Guarda, the bridegroom’s 

| uncle, was best man. Marc Fadding, 
the bridegroom’s brother-in-law, 
| and David Barenski were ushers. 

The couple have taken a trip to 
Aruba. 


K. 


graduated in 1983 from lee High : 

School. ; 
Mr. Guarda owns Guarda Services 

and owned the former Guarda 

Propane. He graduated in 1981 from 

Monument Mountain Regional High 

School in Great Barrington and from 

New England Fuel Institute at 

Springfield Technical College. 


filming of “Lethal Innocence” in 
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at Berkshire Corporation. 


‘Double standard’ charged 


in Lee’s harassment policy 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Dorothy Castronova ac- 
cused the Selectmen Monday 
night of maintaining “double 
standards” regarding the town’s 
sexual harassment policy. 

Castronova, whose husband was 
the target of an official repri- 
mand because of a remark he 
made to the Selectmen’s secre- 
tary in August, said an offensive 
remark by Selectman John E. 
DeVarennes at last week’s meet- 
ing was dismissed with laughter 
by Selectmen Chairman Diane P. 
Roosa, Selectman Martin H. 
Deely and Town Administrator 
Frank E. Abbondanzio. 

DeVarennes, in discussing the 
need to expedite passage of the 
new town sign bylaw, made ref- 
erence to “putting a rocket up its 
ass.” 

‘Disgusting’ 

“Mr. DeVarennes’ remark was 
disgusting and uncalled for,” she 
Said. 

But the board’s failure to rep- 
rimand DeVarennes indicates 
that “it depends who it is” mak- 
ing the remark, said Castronova. 
She said the town’s new sexual 
harassment policy prohibits foul 
language. 

She and others at the meeting 
were not satisfied that DeVar- 
ennes apologized for his remark 
after making it, although Roosa 
and Deely apparently were. No 
letter of reprimand would be 
forthcoming, they said. 

“T don’t think the language is 
terrific, and I try not to do it 
myself,” Deely said Monday night. 

Roosa replied that DeVarennes 
is responsible for his own com- 
ments. DeVarennes had no fur- 
ther comment last night. 

Charles L. O'Neil said the Se- 
lectmen should enforce the 
town’s new sexual harassment 
policy fairly, not selectively, de- 
pending on who makes offensive 
remarks. 

Abbondanzio, who is responsi- 
ble for handling complaints 
brought under the new sexual 
harassment policy, replied that 


no formal complaint was filed 
against DeVarennes. 


In other business, the Select- 
men voted to rescind the tempo- 
rary sign permits they have been 
issuing to local businesses. 

The board said its action will 
affect the Convenience Plus Mobil 
station on Main Street, the Lee 
Sunoco on Housatonic Street, and 
the Black Swan Inn. Black Swan 
owner George Kish has for 
months been trying to put up an 
additional sign on his building on 
Route 20. 

The service stations have been 
coming in once a month for many 
months to get 30-day approvals for 
signs that do not conform to the 
current town bylaw. Kish re- 
ceived a temporary sign permit 
two weeks ago from the Select- 
men after the Zoning Board of 
Appeals rejected his request for a 
variance allowing the sign. 

Under the proposed new sign 
bylaw, which has not yet been 
approved by a town meeting, the 
signs would be acceptable. 

After Kish obtained a tempo- 


—, 
Lee man, 42, see Mella 


rary sign permit from the Se- 
lectmen, ZBA member Louis 
Failla challenged the board’s ac- 
tion. He said such permits are 
illegal. The board sought advice 
from Town Counsel Jerome 
Scully, whose opinion supported 
Failla’s. 

The board also read a letter of 
reprimand that was sent to J. Pe- 
ter Scolforo, highway superin- 
tendent, regarding his unautho- 
rized hiring of a contractor to 
complete the Tyringham Road 
bridge work two weeks ago. 

The board expressed apprecia- 
tion for Scolforo’s effort to get the 
job done as quickly as possible, 
but reminded him that by failing 
to obtain bids from different con- 
tractors he had violated state 
procurement laws. 

A letter from Police Chief Ed- 
ward J. Finnegan reminded the 
Selectmen that as of Nov. 1, win- 
ter parking restrictions went into 
effect. Parking on town streets 
and in town parking lots over- 
night will result in a ticket or 
towing, Finnegan’s letter said. 
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The bride is a production worker 
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LEE — Paul W. Walter, 85, ‘of! 
Bratenahl, Ohio, father of Paul W.| 
“Tim” Walter Jr. of Lee, died Nov. | 
|4 at his home in Ohio. 

Mr. Walter, a leader in interna- | 

tional arms-control efforts, sup- | 
| ported legislation that led President | 
| Eisenhower to create the Arms 
_ Control Agency in 1960. 

A lawyer, businessman and polit- 
| ical advisor, Mr. Walter was national 
president of the United World 
Federalists from 1961 to 1964. | 

He had been president of Hiram | 
House, a facility for the disadvan- | 
jtaged in Cleveland, since 1940, 

Mr. Walter assisted President 
Kennedy in 1963 to encourage Sen- 
ate support for ratification of the | 
Nuclear Test Ban Treaty with the 
former Soviet Union and Great | 
Britain. As a founder of Members of | 
Congress for Peace Through Law, he | 
helped Congress pass a $100 million | 
loan to the United Nations. | 

A labor arbitrator for 60 years, he | 
was an advisor to Sen. Robert A. | 
|Taft of Ohio and a drafter of the 

'Taft-Hartley Labor-Management 
Relations Act of 1947. 
In October 1989, Mr. Walter | 
| spoke in Pittsfield at the Unitarian 
| Universalist Church and Temple | 

Anshe Amunim. 
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| Besides his son of Lee, Mr. Wal- | 


ter leaves a daughter, Susan Cargile | 
of Shaker Heights, Ohio; a brother, | 
Armin A. Walter of Columbus, | 
Ohio; a sister, Ruth W. Helmuth of | 
Cleveland; and two grandchildren. 

A memorial service was Nov. 9 at 
Fairmount Presbyterian Church in 
Cleveland Heights, Ohio. } 

| 
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PITTSFIELD — A Lee man whose two pistols were stolen from his | 
pickup truck in September was arraigned in District Court Monday 
and charged with two counts of carrying firearms in a vehicle. 

Kenneth D. Pixley, 42, of 20 George St. appeared before Judge Alfred 
A. Barbalunga and pleaded not guilty to the charges. The judge 
continued the case to Dec. 22. 

According to court records, Pixley left two pistols, a rifle and a 
shotgun in his pickup truck parked at October Mountain State Forest 
in the town of Washington on Sept. 2. All were stolen from the truck. 
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Lee schools lose 


$75,000 grant 


re / 


for drug program 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Unable to recruit 
enough school staff and commu- 
nity members to participate in an 
eight-day training program aimed 
at curbing drug and alcohol 
abuse, the Lee School Depart- 
ment had to give up a $75,000 
federal training grant. 

Lee High School Dean of Stu- 
dents Kathleen Bort, who applied 
for the grant, said two teams of 
teachers, support personnel and 
community members were 
needed from both Lee High and 
Lee Central schools to attend the 
seminar in Nashua, N.H. — a 
total of 12 individuals plus one 
coordinator. 


Workshop began Saturday 


The workshop, which began last 
Saturday, is being conducted by 
the Northeast Regional Center 
for Drug Free Schools and Com- 
munities, a federal agency based 
in New York. 

“We didn’t have enough people 
from the school system who could 
make the commitment,” said 
Bort, who applied for the grant. 
“It’s a huge commitment.” 

Teachers would have had to 
leave their families and classes 
for a full week, and some teach- 
ers would have missed some of 
their graduate classes, said Bort. 


The Police-Community Rela- 
tions Task Force, formed this 
year to address problems be- 
tween police and young people in 
town, recommended that the 
School Department pursue the 
federal grant as part of an overall 
plan to improve police- 


‘We didn’t have 
enough people from 
the school system 
who could make 
the commitment.’ 

— School official 


community relations. 

The grant would have paid for 
Lee’s participation in the semi- 
nars, as well as a future weekend 
seminar in the community. The 
grant money also would have 
paid for substitute teachers to fill 
in for those at the seminar, and 
other related training costs over 
the next three years. 

Disappointed that the grant fell 
through, Bort said the School 
Department nevertheless is pur- 
suing a number of other school 
and community programs aimed 
at training teachers, parents and 
children about drugs, health and 
police-community relations. 

She said she has sought a grant 
to expand the existing DARE 
program in the high school, and 
said that a series of community- 
based health workshops will be- 
gin in January. 

Police Officer Joseph Buffis, a 
member of the police-community 
task force who would have at- 
tended the seminar in New 
Hampshire, said he also was dis- 
appointed the grant fell through. 

“It would have been a worth- 
while program,” he said. 


s reach WM soceer finals 


Wildcats nip Greylock 
in 4-3 overtime thriller 


By Brian Sullivan 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


The Lee High girls’ soccer team 
found out it was more fun doing 
unto others than Wh it done 
unto them. | 

It was role reversal time last 
night at Wahconah Regional, 
where Kasey McManmon’s goal 
with 1:42left in the second 10- 
minute: overtime lifted the Wild- 
cats to a wild 4-3 win over Mount 
Greylock in a Western Mass. Di- 
vision 2 semifinal game. 

Last year, Greylock won its 
second straight Western Mass. 
Division 2 title by defeating Lee 
2-1 in a game that was decided in 
a shootout. But the top-seeded 
Mounties were denied a chance 
last night for a third title by the 
No. 4 Wildcats. 

Lee, which last won a Western 
Mass. Division 2 title in 1989, will 
meet St. Mary’s of Westfield in 
this year’s championship game on 
Saturday at 1 p.m. at the Monu- 
ment Mountain athletic field. St. 
Mary’s, which is the No. 3 seed, 
earned a trip to the finals by 
defeating seventh-seeded Monu- 
ment Mountain 2-1 yesterday at 
Szot Park in Chicopee. 


Lee 4, Mt. Greylock 3 
DALTON — The two Berkshire 


| County rivals put on quite a show. 


Girls’ Soccer 


With the score tied 2-2 at half- 
time, Holly Stevens scored for 
Greylock (13-4) about 15 minutes 
into the second half for a 3-2: lead. 
But AJ. Skowron drilled home a 
20-yard shot with 9:26 left in the 
game to provide the equalizer. 

The teams played almost 30 
minutes of scoreless overtime 
before McManmon pounced on a 
loose ball about 30 yards out and 
drilled a low, hard shot to Grey- 
lock goalie Karen Rice’s left and 
into the net. 

“I'd been trying to shoot the 
entire game,” said McManmon, 
who is a midfield player. “Finally 
I had the chance and I kicked it 
as hard as I could. I can’t believe 
it went in.” 

It was quite a comeback for the 
Wildcats (14-3-1), who trailed 1-0 
and 3-2. In fact, Skowron’s goal 
with just under 10 minutes left to 
make the score 3-3 was every bit 
as meaningful as McManmon’s 
game-winner, according to Lee 
coach Sally Maish. 

“AJ. just turned on that shot 
and kicked a rocket,” Maish said. 
“The kids stayed positive and 
never gave up tonight.” 

The Mounties led quickly 1-0 on 
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Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


There was plenty to celebrate last night at Wahconah Regional, where Lee defeated Mount 
Greylock 4-3 to move into the Western Mass. Division 2 girls’ championship game. Among 
those happy with the outcome are Lee players Marcy Taliceo (No. 24), Ellie Verdi (No. 6) 


and Kelsey Scarpa (at right). 


Lee girls reach final; Spartans fall 


@ GIRLS, from Cl 


Jessica Jackson’s goal two min- 
utes into the game. Sarah Blais- 
dell notched two goals about five 
minutes apart midway through 
the first half to give Lee a 2-1 
lead. But the Mounties’ Sadie 
Wright scored on an indirect kick 
with 7:40 left to tie the game 2-2. 

“Lee played well, and this was 
an exciting game because of all 
the scoring,” Greylock coach Kim 
Chapman said. “All the goals that 
went in tonight were off good 
shots.” 

Greylock earned a 23-21 edge in 
shots with Lee netminder Mo 
Kennedy getting 17 saves. Rice 
had 15 saves. Stevens and Jessica 
Johnson had assists for Greylock. 


St. Mary’s 2, Monument 1 


CHICOPEE — Monument coach 
Tom Kinne summed up the ef- 
forts of his team this way: “I’m 
disappointed for them, not in 
them,” Kinne said. 

And why not? The Spartans (10- 
7-2), who won just one game last 
year, made the jump to the 
Western Mass. Division 2 semifi- 
nals this year. And they gave a 
good account yesterday, leading 
1-0 at halftime before St. Mary’s 
rallied for two scores in the sec- 
ond half to claim the come-from- 
behind win. 

Tia Salvato, a converted full- 
back, scored for the Spartans 
with about eight minutes left in 
the opening half, taking a pass 
across the goalmouth from Anna 
Kinne. 

But St. Mary’s (14-1-3) picked up 
the tempo in the second stanza 
and did a nice job forcing the 
action at the Monument goal. The 
equalizer came with about 27 


minutes left in the game, when 
outer wing Kristen Ferguson 
crossed a pass to Michelle Maje- 
ski, who was positioned directly 
in front of Monument goalie Lisa 
Arienti (15 saves). 

About 90 seconds after the 
Majeski goal, St. Mary’s came up 
with the game-winner. A high 
volley shot by St. Mary’s Kim 
Moulton at the Monument goal 
landed right in front of a Spar- 
tans’ defender. The ball bounded 
over the Monument player, about 
five yards in front of Arienti. 

But Ferguson, who anticipated 
the high bounce, had moved in 
behind the Spartans’ defender 
and was able to control the ball 
before Arienti could react. Fer- 
guson’s short shot gave St. Mary’s 
the 2-1 lead 

A sluggish start in the second 


half did the Spartans in, accord- 
ing to Coach Kinne. 

“We started flat in the second 
half and that killed us,” Kinne 
said. “We controlled the game 
much better in the first half. And 
we knew we couldn’t beat them 
with one goal.” 

Monument’s best shot at tying 
the game came with about 10 
minutes left, when Shannon Fos- 
ter blasted a shot at St. Mary’s 
goalie Mary Bascher (16 saves). 
Bascher stopped Foster’s initial 
shot from about 15 yards and was 
able to smother Foster’s rebound 
attempt. About 20 seconds later, 
the Spartans’ Sarah Peace ripped 
off a drive from about 20 yards. 
But Bascher stopped that shot, 
too. 

Shots on goal in the game were 
even at 21. 


Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Sarah Blaisdell of Lee, center, darts back for the ball while Mount Greylock’s Jessica 

Jackson, left, and Patty Austin also get ready to move in for a play. Lee ousted the top- 

gpenes eguales from the Western Mass. tournament with a 4-3 win last night at Wahconah 
egional. , ; 


Lee board, afte!/Mikitig 


cision, 


sets hearing on Sunday liquor sales 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The Selectmen will 
hold a public hearing on Monday 
at 7:30 to air the views of package 
store owners who want to sell 
their libations on six Sundays in 
November and December. 

However, the board has already 
taken a stand against such open- 
ings. 

At a meeting a few weeks ago, 
two of the three selectmen said 
‘they don’t want to authorize 
Sunday sales of alcoholic bever- 
‘ages, an option being allowed by 
‘the state Alcoholic Beverage 
‘Control Commission for the holi-. 
day season. After the vote, the 
Selectmen found out state law 
requires a public hearing on the 


Sunday openings. 
Selectman Martin H. Deely, 


‘We want people to 
shop locally,’ said’ 
one store owner. 


who was absent from the meeting 
at which Chairman Diane P. 
Roosa and John E. DeVarennes 
voted, said he supports allowing 
the stores to open. of, 
“People feel the competition 
and are worried about survival at 
a very difficult time,” Deely said. 
“My inclination would be to vote 
in favor of it for that reason.” 
Robert Longerato, owner of the 
East Lee Package Store on Route 
20, said his package and conven- 
ience store is already affected by 
the depressed economy. He said 


he doesn’t want to lose more 
business to other towns that opt 
for Sunday openings. 

His store is already open on 
Sundays for grocery items, but 
alcohol sales aren’t allowed. 

Longerato said his business has 
suffered from this summer’s bad 
weather. In addition, he said, the 
store no longer gets business 
from employees at Mountain Mill, 
which closed in February. And 
the scheduled closing of the 
E.C.H. Will plant in January will 
hurt business further, he said. 

Richard A. Dupras, who owns 
Dupras Liquor Mart on Canal 
Street, has never been open on 
Sundays and doesn’t support 
Sunday openings year-round, as 
some purveyors do. 


But for the holiday season, he 
said, he’d like to sell alcohol to 
keep up with the competitors in 
other towns. 

“With the economic times to- 
day, it’s not my choice, but we’re 
more or less forced to in the mom 
and pop stores,” said Dupras. 
“We want people to shop locally.” 

Dupras and Longerato have 
been rounding up proprietors of 
several other businesses that sell 
alcoholic beverages to encourage 
them to attend Monday’s meeting. 

Selectmen Chairman Diane P. 
Roosa said she doesn’t expect to 
hear any information on Monday 
that will change her mind. 

“I don’t think it’s necessary to 
keep the stores open on Sun- 
days,” she said. “If people want it 
{alcoholic beverages] they'll get it 
during the week.” 

Stephen Cooney, who works at 
Lee Liquors at 236 Main St, said 
that with the state Legislature al- 
lowing liquor stores to be open 
year-round if they are within 10 
miles of the New Hampshire and 
Vermont borders, it’s becoming 
less realistic for other stores to 
remain closed. 

“We've got to come out of the 
dark ages with these blue laws,” 
said Cooney. 
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LeePromives 
No Recurrence 
| Of Bridge Work 


| LEE — The unauthorized ap- 
proval of bridge work by the town 
highway superintendent will not 
| happen again, town officials 
agreed at a Nov. 6 joint meeting 
with members of the Boards of 
Selectmen and Public Works. 
Peter Scolforo, DPW superin- 
tendent, acknowledged at the 
meeting that he should have asked 
the BPW before hiring L & B Con- 
| struction to build approach work 
| to the Tyringham Road bridge. 
| Necessity to have the bridge in- 
| stalled quickly led him to give the 
| okay independently, he said. 
| _L&B was the company hired, 
| with the approval of the BPW, to 
| install the bridge. Scolforo’s deci- 
| sion to hire the company to build 
approach work to the bridge as 
well, violated state law because 
the three phone bids required were 
not obtained. 

“That can’t be done again by 
anyone,” Selectman John 
DeVarennes said, “not just Pete 
Scolforo.” 

_ The boards agreed at the meet- 
ing with Town Administrator 
Frank Abbondanzio that no pur- 
chases greater than $1,000 can go 
forward without approval from the 
governing board and the chief pro- 
ao officer, the administra- 
r. 

Expenses for Tyringham Road 
bridge installation and road work 
totaled $10,834. The estimated 
cost had been $9,700. Several town 
representatives, however, said 
they thought the entire cost of the 
bridge work would be covered with 
the $5,000 transferred from the 
landfill account at the Oct. 15 spe- 
cial town meeting. Only $5,000 
was allocated for the bridge project 
at the town meeting to cover sup- 
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Sexual Harassment Charges Renewed in Lee 


LEE — Dorothy Castronova ac- 
cused the selectmen of using 
“double standards” to enforce the 
town’s sexual harassment policy. 

Castronova objected to a com- 
ment made by Selectman John 


Town Administrator Frank 
Abbondanzio, who is responsible 
for enforcing the sexual harass- 
ment policy, said DeVarenneshad 

apologized immediately” for the 


remark. 
“I respond to complai z 
plaints, 
Abbondanzio said, and so far, he 
said, he has not received a com- 
plaint about this incident. | 


K. of C.in Lee ju-j. - 


DeVarennes at the Nov. 2 town 
meeting, calling it “disgusting and 
certainly uncalled for.” 

Tn a discussion about the pro- 
posed town bylaws, DeVarennes 
said if they are not passed by the 
next town meeting 9 Aput a 
rocket up its a..” iy pi 

_ The other sele: said they 
did not reprimand DeVarennes for 
the comment because, they said, 
he apologized immedi tely 


Receives Honor... aA 


LER-\— Berkshires Bulle Counet 


314, Lee Knights of Columbus, has 
been awarded Star Council status by 
the Supreme Council in New Have 
Conn. | 

The award is based upon surpass- 
ing membership, fraternal insurance 
and activity goals during the year 
ended June 30. 

William D, Morrissey has been 
named a Top Proposer award recip- 


| Saying it. X ace ient for his recruiting efforts. 
Castronov A andbther } Announcement of the awards was 
i made by Grand Knight Robert A. 
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citizens at the meeting said they | 
did not hear the apology. 

Castronova, whose husband was 
officially reprimanded for a com- . 
ment he madejust before the sexual | 
harassment policy was adopted in 
September, chastised the select- 
men and the town administrator 
for just laughing at DeVarennes’ 
off color remark. 


Martin Deely and Diane Roosa, 
the other selectmen, said they will 
not pursue taking any action 
against DeVarennes for the com- 
ment. 


Therrien. 
| He also announced that the 
council is collecting until Sunday, 
t Nov. 22, toilet articles for victims of 
, Hurricane Andrew in Florida and 
Louisiana. 
1 Bins for basic toilet articles, baby 
1 diapers, adult diapers and women’s 
5 hygiene products have been distrib- 
uted to local schools, St. Mary’s 
Church and other designated col- 
lection points in Lee. 
Items will be sorted, packed and 
t shipped to distribution points on 
Sunday. More information is avail- 


id able from Shawn and Joanne Sul- 


-  livan of Prospect Street. 
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‘Things work out one way or another. 
You just have to keep your eyes open 
and see it when it comes.’ 


| At E.C.H. Will, 2h. 
the layoffs S tar t George Davenport, laid off at 60, talks about the 


past and future. 


By Ellen G, Lahr o 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The E.C.H. Will Manufacturing 
Corp. laid off five employees yesterday and 
will lay off up to 60 more by Dec. 31, when 
the plant will close and its operations will 
relocate to a sister plant in Wisconsin. 

The move, which was announced last 
spring, is intended to consolidate the 
manufacturing and overhead operations of 
E.C.H. Will, which produces machinery for 
the paper industry. 

Yesterday’s layoff list was initially much 
longer, but some workers’ jobs were ex- 
tended until mid- to late-December to re- 
place workers who have left to take jobs 
elsewhere. 


Optimistic about future 


Dean Williams, secretary of the Local 264 
of the United Electrical, Radio and Ma- 
chine Workers of America, said he expects 
most workers to land on their feet, despite 
the dim prospects of the local job market. 

“Most of us are skilled workers and we'll 
find work elsewhere,” said Williams, a 
machinist with 19 years’ service who said 
he turned down a recent job offer in Pitts- 
field. “Things seem to be opening up. 

: } There seem to be more ads recently in the 

paper than before.” 

: Williams, who will stay on until the end 
of the year, said employees were given 
plenty of notice about. the plant closing, 
and the union was able to negotiate an 
acceptable layoff package. 

A handful of employees from the shop 
and the office have been offered jobs at the 
Wisconsin facility. Some white collar 
workers have found work in the Springfield 
area and Kimberly Clark Corp. in Lee has 
turned out to be a bright spot for some, 
company employees said yesterday. 

A few who were laid off from the shop 
yesterday, however, said the job market 
appears bleak. Companies that might have 
job openings are directing inquiries to the 
Division of Employment Security in Pitts- 
field, which has been screening job appli- 
cants. 


Expects less pay 


A 35-year-old machinist, who didn’t want 
to be named, hasn’t found work in Berk- 
shire County but said he might have some 
prospects in the Springfield area. However, 
he said he’s worried about maintaining his 
salary level. Comparable jobs are paying $7 
or $8 an hour, while he’s making $13, he 
said. With the cost of health insurance 
added, he said, the financial picture is 
dim. 
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Carl McCormick, 62, took two personal 
WILL, continued on A6 


George Davenport brought his camera to work yesterday to take pictures of 


friends at the E.C.H. Will plant in Lee. 


At 60, his job of 30 years collapses 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — George Davenport says he’s not a 
Particularly sentimental fellow. But he 
brought his camera in to the E.C.H. Will 
plant yesterday, to take some pictures of 
People he was bidding goodbye. 

At 60, he’s worked alongside some of the 
‘Same men for 30 years, half his life; the 
camaraderie of the workplace has caused 
friendships. Yesterday, Davenport, who 


worked as a quality control inspector, and 
some others were in the first round of 
layoffs affecting the Route 20 mill, which 
will close in January. 


“When I started here, this place was half 
the size,” he said, seated at a lunch table 
having a cigarette. “There’ve been a lot of 
changes. I want to keep it in my head.” 

Next week, he said, he’ll start looking for 
work, but despite his matter-of-fact opti- 
mism and youthful energy, he knows his 


age poses a challenge. 


“It’s not supposed to be that way by law,” 
he said. “But companies want to invest in 
younger people.” 

Retirement isn’t an option for Davenport, 
he said. He remarried a few years ago, and 
he and his wife have two young daughters, 
who are 2% and 17 months. Though his 
wife works as a part-time nurse, they need 
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Will gets ready 
to close Lee plant 


@ WILL, from Al 


days and was able to quit working 
Wednesday. A 29-year veteran of 
the plant who held onto his job 
during two ownership changes, he’ 
was bitter this week about the 
plant closing, and pessimistic 
about the job prospects for a man 
his age. He can’t afford to retire 
and will have to look for work, he 
said, 

“It’s not looking good,” he said. 
“They don’t appreciate people at 
this age.” 

If he were to retire now, he 
wouldn't be eligible for full Social 
Security benefits, which don’t 
kick in until age 65. And unless a 
recent state law is changed, he 
won't be eligible for unemploy- 
ment benefits until he uses up his 
severance pay. A hearing on that 
legislative amendment is sched- 
uled for Monday in Boston. 

The Route 20 plant, which 
manufactures giant paper-cutting 
machines called folio sheeters, 
has lost about half of its 120 em- 
ployees during the last year, 
mostly as a result of people tak- 
ing jobs elsewhere. There have 
been a few layoffs as well. 


Some felt mislead 


Some people who were laid off 
last year were called back to re- 
place others who left for new 
jobs. : 

Those who were rehired were 
soon told they would be laid off 
again by year’s end. 

Some workers were angry and 
bitter at the company for failing 
to make an effort to keep the 
plant operation in Lee and to 
build a more modern and effi- 
cient facility locally. Some work- 
ers said they felt misled, believ- 
ing the business would be a solid, 
long-term employer. 

“They had no intention of stay- 
ing,” said McCormick, whose re- 
marks were similar to those of 
others. \ 

But company vice president 
John Eisenhour disagreed. 

“I can understand how people 
can feel that way,” said Eise- 
nhour. “Relocation wasn’t 
something that was decided a 
long time ago; people weren’t de- 
liberately misled. There was a 
decision made with respect to the 
business environment that was 
continuously deteriorating and a 
whole world economy.” 

E.C.H. Will is owned by a 
Hamburg, Germany, company that 
purchased the assets of Clark- 
Aiken Matik in November 1989, 
after that company went bank- 
rupt. 


Legislation 
would resolve 


severance issue 


LEE — E.C.H. Will employ- 
ees facing layoffs this month 
and next are awaiting legisla- 
tive action that will reinstate 
their ability to collect both 
unemployment pay and sever- 
ance benefits simultaneously. 

On Monday at 1 o’clock the 
Committee on Commerce and 
Labor will hold a hearing on 
an amendment that would 
benefit workers at the Lee 
plant, said Rep. Christopher J. 
Hodgkins, D-Lee, who is spon- 
soring the legislation. 

The company’s management 
and its union negotiated a 
layoff agreement this year that 
gave a substantial severance 
package to workers. 

Workers laid off before July 
14 collected both their sever- 
ance pay and unemployment. 
But then new state legislation 
went into effect and it decreed 
that severence had to be used 
up before workers qualified 
for unemployment. So those 
laid off after that weren’t get- 
ting the same deal as those 
who went before. 

Sen. Jane M. Swift, R-North 
Adams, who proposed the se- 
verence measure, said she is 
still opposed to what she 
termed “double dipping” into 
severance pay and unem- 
ployment benefits simulta- 
neously. 

However, she said she will 
support Hodgkins’ amendment 
to ensure that the new law 
doesn’t apply to any companies 
that were in the process of 
negotiating plant closing 
agreements on. July 14, 1992. 
Those employees will be gov- 
erned by laws in effect prior to 
that date. 

The company and its em- 
ployees “negotiated in good 
faith, not only in good faith, 
but they made sure to do it 
legally,” he said. 


‘Market is dead’ 


At the time, the United States 
market for folio sheeters was 
particularly strong, said Lise- 
nhour. E.C.H. Will, which pro- 
duces other paper machinery in 
Sheboygan, Wisc., expanded into 
folio sheeter manufacturing by 
taking over Clark-Aiken Matik’s 
product line and its ‘existing 
workforce, said Eisenhour in an 
interview earlier this fall. The 
machines cost between $500,000 
and $3 million, and take many 
months to build, he said. 

“At the time the U.S. was the 
strongest market in the world,” 
he said. “The ’80s generally were 
a pretty good decade for the pa- 
per industry. Now the U.S. mar- 


| ket is dead.” 


Most of the growth in the paper 
industry is now in the Far East, 
he said. 


Shortly after the E.C.H. Will 
took over the Lee plant, company 
officials said the facility, which 
was being leased, was inadequate 
and outdated. There was talk of 
building a new plant and, later, of 
relocating, which prompted state 
and local officials to find some 
incentives to keep the company 
here. But those efforts were un- 
successful. 


The slumping economy 1S not 
the only reason for the plant 
consolidation, said Eisenhour. 
There are marketing and over- 
head considerations at work as 


“well. It will be more cost effective 


'to move the plant to Wisconsin. 
| he said. 


Incentives offered by state and 
local officials came “a liftle late 
in the game,” he said. 

“Tt was an attempt to accom- 
plish a lot in a short time frame,” 
he said. 

Shop supervisor John Ferioli, 
who began working at the plant 
2% years ago, said he agrees that 
the plant is outdated, “worn out.” 

He was critical of the town of 
Lee for not being more aggressive 
in trying to keep the plant in 
town. 

“If the town had made it lucra- 
tive enough, they could have 
moved Sheboygan to here,” he 
said. “But once they announced 
the plant closing, the efforts that 
were made were too late.” 

Southern states, he said, are 
offering major incentives to 
companies to move there. 

“This state’s driving them out,” 
he said. 

Ferioli, who will be laid off in 
December, said he has a possible 
job prospects in the Springfield 
area, closer to his home. He said 
began working at E.C.H. Will af- 
ter being laid off from a Connect- 
icut company after 17 years. 

“Nobody should have to go 
through this twice,” he said. “But 
it hasn’t really affected me that 
much. I made up my mind after 
the last time that it would never 
affect me again.” 


George Davenport, at 60, 


tries to remain optimistic 


@ DAVENPORT, from Al 


two incomes, and they need 
health insurance, he said. His 
children from a previous mar- 
riage are already grown. 

E.C.H. Will has agreed to 
maintain health insurance coy- 
erage for employees for a maxi- 
mum of nine months. If he 

_ doesn’t find a new job in that 

| time, he isn’t sure how he'll af- 

| ford health coverage for his fam- 
ily. 

Employees who might have set 
aside part of their severance pay 
to purchase health insurance 
policies are now worried that a 
recent state law will require them 
to use up their severance pay 

_ before they can qualify for un- 
employment benefits. Unless that 
law is changed — efforts are un- 
der way to amend it — he won't 
be able to collect unemployment 
for 30 weeks, he said. 


“We’re being penalized for los- 
ing our jobs,” he said. “The 
state’s trying to save money, and 
is taking it out on people who can 
least afford it.” 


Applying for unemployment 
and looking for a job are some- 
thing Davenport and other older 
workers haven’t had to do for 
years. 


Always an optimist 


“T’ve been out of the job market 
for 30 years,” he said. “How do 
you apply for a job? I’ve never 
had to do that.” 


The company has provided 
some assistance to workers with a 
math refresher class and presen- 
tations on writing resumes and 
starting up small businesses. 
Davenport took advantage of the 
math class, as have others. 


He said he’s sure everything 
will be fine for him and his fam- 
ily. His little girls are “the apple 
of my eye,” he said, and he’ll be 
spending more time with them 
now while his wife works. 


“I’ve always been an optimist,” 
he said. “Things work out one 
way or another. You just have to 
keep your eyes open and see it 
when it comes.” 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — You can tune in this week to 
local access Channel 11 for coverage of 
your lively Selectmen’s meeting, brought 
to you by members of the Berkshire 
Alliance for Open Government’s Lee 

ingent. f 
Se will go a long way toward in- 
forming the public about what's really 
transpiring at these meetings,” said 
Charles O’Neil, who with Joseph Castro- 
nova and others has been an active 
critic of town government. “Now people 
will understand about the power strug- 
gles that are going on.” : 

Whether the contentious sparring be- 
tween, town officials and some of the 


— 
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Lee Selectmen get ready for prime time 


‘Now people will understand about the 
power struggles that are going on.’ 


— Charles O’Neil 


government watchdogs will be quelled 
by the presence of television cameras 
remains to be seen. 

“Maybe it will solve itself now that 
we’re becoming television celebrities,” 
Selectman Martin H. Deely said last 
week, ; 

Selectmen Chairman Diane P. Roosa 


said she anticipates television coverage 
will be a positive thing for the town. 

“It will make the meetings more ac- 
cessible to people who can’t come,” she 
said. “It might also help the other 
boards that meet while we do. They can 
view our meeting later.” 

Televised municipal government pro- 


Monday, November 16, 1992 


ceedings are catching on in Berkshire 
County, as cable companies give com- 
munity television stations access to the 
airwaves. Officials in other towns whose 
meetings are televised said the practice 
has enhanced community awareness and 
interest in local government. 

“It never ceases to amaze me how 
many people watch this thing,” said 
Williamstown Selectmen Chairman Alan 
L. George. “It really has increased pub- 
lic knowledge of the day-to-day goings-on 
of the town.” 

Clark H. Billings, president of the 
North Adams City Council, agreed. 

“It’s become good entertainment,” said 
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Lee Selectmen getting ready 
for prime time television 


| @ TELEVISION, from B1 


Billings. “There are exchanges 
that have become kind of inter- 


esting.” 


Adams Selectmen Vice Chair- 
/man Christopher Solari 
televised meetings show them as 
they happen, without “misprints 


or editorializing.” 


“Things are heard firsthand,” 
he said. “It’s great for the com- 
munity. People find it to be.a 
| combination of entertainment 


| and information.” 


Meetings in Pittsfield are also 
televised regularly. 

South of Pittsfield, however, 
there has been no regular town 


has also begun publishing a 
newsletter about town govern- 
ment decisions and issues. 

He and O'Neil attended a 
training session Saturday at the 
CTSB studio on Route 102, where 
personnel taught them to use the 
sophisticated camera equipment 
that will be set up in Town Hall 
tonight. 

Bruce Kaiden, spokesman for 
CTSB, said the station provides 
camera equipment and tapes for 
the broadcasts. He expects the 
Monday meetings to be aired 
Tuesdays at 8 p.m. and at other 
times during the week. 

He added that the tapes will 
not be edited. 


“We're talking about a medium 
that allows for the presentation of 
a meeting as it took place,” 
Kaiden said. 

O’Neil said he expects some 
difficulty tonight in setting up the 
television: camera in the Select- 
men’s office. The camera is 
rather elaborate, he said, and the 
office ts small and crowded with 
chairs. Often there is only stand- 
ing room for the public. 

The board hasn’t granted sey- 
eral requests by residents to 
move the regular meetings to the 
larger hearing room downstairs, 
although public hearings that 
draw larger crowds are held 


George! E. Simmons Sr. 
LEE — George E. Simmons Sr., 


government television coverage 
until Castronova and some other 
local gadflies made it happen by 
asking for air time from Commu- 
nity Television of Southern 
Berkshire, the local television 
station funded by Century Berk- 
shire Cable. Castronova couldn’t 


there. 


49, of Port Barre, La., died Friday 
lat Opelousas (La.) General Hos- 
pital after suffering a heart attack 

at his home. 

Born in Pittsfield on Sept., 27, 
1943, the son of the late Edward 
and Elizabeth Barton Simmons, 
| he spent his younger years in Lee 


be reached for comment yester- 


day. 


He is among those who have 
led a regular critique of town 
government and pressed for in- 
creased accountability by town 
officials. He is co-chairman of the 
Berkshire Alliance for Open 
Government, a citizens group that 


Grand Knight of Berkshire Hills 


| Devine also will] 
je } Present Wil- 
liam D. Morrissey With the Sa 
Ouncil’s: Top Proposers 
recognition of his out- 
recruiting efforts 
lannoune il 314 
nn €ment from Council 314 
/* Among the 9,969 acti i 
, lve Kni 
of Columbus councils jn Neu 


bbean, the 


‘that total, only 15 w 
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land attended Lee schools, in- 


|,cluding Lee High School. 


While in Lee he worked for the 
|former Mountain Mill and also 
operated a lawn care service. 

He moved to Missouri City, 
“Texas, in 1980, where he worked 
as a carpenter. He had made his 
fhome in Louisiana for the past 
| three years. 

He leaves a son, George E. 
Simmons Jr. of Sheffield; four 
|daughters, Mrs. Madeline E. 
|Pratt, Miss Deborah A. Simmons 
and Mrs. Georgette E. Susee, all 
‘of Bennington, Vt., and Mrs. 
/Tammy M. Galui of Beverly; two 
‘brothers, Edward W. Simmons of 
Copake, N.Y., and Lester R. 
Simmons of Lenox; two sisters, 
Mrs. Joan L. Drumm of Washing- 
ton and Mrs. Ann M. Klahn of 
Pittsfield; and ten grandchildren. 
| The funeral will be Tuesday at 
|10 at the Kelly Funeral Home, 
Lee, with the Rev. Douglas L. 
|Moschelle Clark, pastor of the 
Church-on-the-Hill, Lenox, offi- 
ciating. Burial will be in Fair- 

mount Cemetery. 


Calling hours at the funeral 
home are tomorrow from 2 to 4 
and 7 to 9. 
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On camera, on best behavior 
4 By Derek Gentile lina? Beth bye ai , ; . 
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| LEE — At a meeting that was the 
j model of decorum, the Selectmen last 
night reversed an earlier decision and 
voted unanimously to allow the six 
package stores in town to remain open 
on Sundays through the holiday season. 


| 

| Last night’s meeting was videotaped 
| by the Berkshire Alliance for Open 
. 

| 


Lee okays 


Sunday 
liquor sales 


Lee Selectmen Monday night over- 
_ turned a previous vote so that local pack- 
age-store owners will now be permitted to 

_ sell alcoholic beverages on Sundays during 

| the holiday season. 

Selectmen voted unanimously to allow 
package stores to open from noon to 5 p.m. 
on Sundays from Nov. 22 to Dec. 27. The 

| measure would apply to this year Only 

| which will serve as an experiment, Select. 
man Diane P. Roosa says. 

Two of Lee’s six package-store opera- 

tors attended the hearing and testified in 

| favor of the measure, arguing that without 
it, they would lose business to liquor stores 
in New York and surrounding towns and 
cities that have recently approved Sunday 
beverage sales. 


' meetin | 
Vide oc ools Lee sz | _ _ “Holiday time is a very hectic time and 


might consider creating a bylaw | I'd like to make it easy On my customers,” 


Government, and will be shown later 
this week on Community Television for 
Southern Berkshire, Channel 11. Per- 
haps because of the glare of the cam- 
era’s eye, the meeting was far less con- 
tentious than past meetings in Lee and 
was, in fact, routine to the point of 

boredom. Everyone in the room seemed 
on their best behavior. 


| 

| 

| 

| Last night’s vote means the six stores 
can remain open from noon to 11 on 
| Sundays, must pay their employees time 
| and a half, and cannot order or penalize ¥ 
| employees who do not wish to work on 
Sunday. The Sunday openings will run 
‘rom Nov. 22 to Dec. 27. 

The Selectmen also voted to require 
2ach individual store owner to apply for 
a permit, meaning the stores would not 
have to stay open if the owners did not 
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Aldo Gaspardi, a volunteer who is learning the ropes, shoots last night’s | 
meeting of the Lee Selectmen. ! 


@ LEE, from B1 


wish it. The board voted to try the 
system for one year and review it 
after the holidays. 

The approval followed a public 
hearing in which two of the 
town’s liquor store owners ap- 
peared before the board and 
spoke in favor of the move. 


requiring the renumbering sys- 
tem. The board agreed that the 


creation of such a bylaw would be | 


helpful, and agreed to look into 
the situation. 

As to who would actually num- 
ber the streets, LaBier added that 
if the town did not find enough 
volunteers, it would have to pay 


Says Robert Longerato, owner of the East 
| Lee Package Store. 
_ Although selectmen had voted on the 
| Issue twice before, the Alcohol Beverage 
_ Control Commission only later explicitly 
| Stated that a public hearing was required 
| for a vote on the issue. 
| “TI don’t really approve of stores being 


Richard Dupras, owner of the open on Sunday but with the econo 
i rae: my the 
Dupras Liquor Mart, told the to have the work done. way it is, I’m willing to listen to what oane 
board he would like to be open to | have to say,” Roosa says. 
enable residents to patronize i eal | While several people endorsed Sunday 
cal liquor establishments on openings, Lee resident Arthur Beis cox. 
Sundays, instead of having them = tered one comment that Sunday sales 
go to Pittsfield, Stockbridge or would allow for “good clean fun.” Arti. 
other towns. These sentiments "says he is concerned about the bleatial for 
were echoed. by Robert Longer- | drunk driving. 


ato, owner of the East Lee Pack- But people are more likely to drink and 


age Store. drive j j 
Ironically, the board, at its rae ne eae rs iia! home and 
meeting of Oct. 26, voted unani- : says, p at a bar, Longerato 


mously not to allow liquor to be 
sold on Sundays. But it did so 
without holding a public hearing, 
and was subsequently ordered to 
do so by the Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Commission. Last night, 
resident Charles O’Neill ques- 
tioned whether the Selectmen 
would “just go through the mo- 
tions” of a public hearing and | ; 
vote in the negative again. ___In other business, Kenneth LaBier, 

Selectmen Chairman Diane P. ; hairman of the Enhanced-911 Communi. 
Roosa said she was willing to | _ cations Committee, reported that plans 
listen to what residents had to i _ for renumbering homes and businesses for 
say, adding that she believed that _ emergency services have been completed. 
if a good case were made, she | Seven years ago, similar attempts for 


Selectman Martin Deely also raised 
questions about who would run the stores 
on Sunday and if that would present labor 
problems. The Package-store owners 
present said that they were willing to oper- 
ate the stores themselves on Sunday and 
that would not present problems. Liquor- 


store owners also have the option to re- 
| main closed. 


would be willing to change her 
vote. 

Joseph Castronova added that 
he hoped the board would re- 
verse its vote, in light of the dif- 
ficult economic climate. This was, 
of course, what the board did, 
voting 3-0 to keep the stores open 
on Sundays. 

In other business, Kenneth 
LaBier of the town’s 911 Commit- 
tee told the board the new house- 
numbering plan was going well, 
but two difficult questions re- 
mained: who would actually do 
the numbering, and how to ad- 
dress the growing opposition to 
the measure. 

Of the latter problem, LaBier 
said a similar house-numbering 
measure was tried seven years 
ago and “the resistance was dis- 
couraging.” People, he said, were 
reluctant to change their house 
numbers and would fight such a 
suggestion. LaBier said the town 


_Tenumbering failed because of residents’ 
‘Tesistance. LaBier recommended a bylaw 
_Tequiring people to comply with the new 
System. He also says the plan will not be- 
come effective for 12-to-18 months, giving 
| People time to change their addresses on 
| checkbooks, accounts and other places. 

| Another potential problem is that if 
enough volunteers are not available to 
complete the work, the town will have to 


|pay for labor, LaBier Says. 
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E.C.H. Will Manufacturing Corp. in Lee 
laid off five shop employees Friday -- an- 
other step in its downsizing before it closes 
Dec. 31 and moves to Sheboygan, Wis. 

The manufacturer of papermaking ma- 
chines announced this summer that it 
would discontinue its Lee operation and 
consolidate with an affiliated Will plant in 
Wisconsin. 

About a dozen of the 73 workers em- 
ployed when E.C.H. Will first announced 
its decision to close have left the plant for 
other jobs, according to Executive Vice 


President John D. Eisenhour. But that 
leaves about 60 employees, most of whom 
are seeking work. 


“Tt looks pretty dim out there right now. 
It’s just going to take a while to get jobs,” 
says Robert McAvoy, chief shop steward 
for the local chapter of the United Electri- 
cal, Radio and Machine Workers of Amer- 
ica. “People put resumes out this summer 
and haven’t gotten any bites or even small 
nibbles.” 


After the plant closes, a few engineers 


paper production, = 
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‘director for the Dalton branch: 
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and Ellen Lahr for thé fine arti- 
cles about our son; David, after 
his accident and during his re- 
covery these past six months. The 
articles brought a wonderful re- 
sponse from all over Berkshire 
County. 

However, there was an unfor- 
tunate omission from the most 
recent article on Nov. 9. The 
omission was the very fine “Our 
Town Follies” benefit perfor- 
mance on Oct. 9 and 10 that was 
organized by Alice Zerbato and 
included, we think, the entire 
town of Lee. The performance 
was two hours of comedy, singing 
and dancing and the townspeople 
did themselves proud. 

Also, thanks are due to Bill 
Walker and Louisa O’Brien, who 
organized the fund-raisers at the 
First Congregational Church. 

There are so many other people 
for us to thank that the list would 
cover the editorial page of The 
Eagle. Our apologies for any 
oversights. We want people to 
know that the Stone family will 
remember their kindnesses for- 
ever. 

Lastly, to the people of Lee and 
the businesses that supported 
these events, we are profoundly 
grateful and proud that we live in 
Lee. 

SUSAN STONE 
FRANCIS STONE 
Lee, Nov. 10, 1992 


cased in the service and parts di- 


has a research-and-development division in Dalton where no lay- _ 
ccurred or are anticipated, says Karen Wetherall, human-resources: os 


and administrators will remain to deal with 


| alrau,- 


| George Simmons Sr. 


LEE — George E. Simmons Sr., 
49, of Port Barre, La., formerly of 
Lee, died Nov. 13 at Opelousas 
| General Hospital in Port Barre. 
| Born in Pittsfield on Sept. 27, 
1943, he was the son of Edward and 
Elizabeth Barton Simmons. He at- 
tended Lee schools. 

Mr. Simmons worked at the 
former Mountain Mill in Lee and 
| also operated a lawn care service. 

He moved to Missouri City, Texas, 
| in 1980 and worked as a carpenter. 
| He had lived in Louisiana for the 
| past three years. 
|, Mr. Simmons leaves one son, 

George E. Simmons Jr. of Sheffield; 
' four daughters, Mrs. Madeline E. 
Pratt, Miss Deborah A. Simmons 
and Mrs. Georgette E. Susee, all of 
| Bennington, Vt., and Mrs. Tammy 
M. Galui of Beverly; two brothers, 
Edward W. Simmons of Copake, 
N.Y. and Lester R. Simmons of 
| Lenox; two sisters, Mrs. Joan L. 
Drumm of Washington and Mrs. 
Ann M. Kiahn; and 10 grandchild- 
ren. 

The funeral was Nov. 17 at Kelly 
Funeral Home. The Rev. Douglas L. 
Moschella Clark, pastor of Church- 
on-the-Hill in Lenox, officiated. 

| Burial 


| f ; : 
Cemetery. i) 14 14 es bait {ose 


the relocation and disposing of the assets. 
About 15 employees were offered jobs at 
the Wisconsin plant and so far only two 
have accepted, Eisenhour says. 

Most of the junior machine-shop em- 
ployees have already left, leaving highly 
skilled senior workers, McAvoy says. Kim- 
berly- Clark Corp. in Lee absorbed some of 
E.C.H. Will’s former employees, but 
McAvoy says that if others want to con- 
tinue their current line of work, they will 
probably have to leave the county because 
few machine jobs are available. 

The company has provided training pro- 
grams, including resume-writing classes, 
to help workers in their job search, Eisen- 
hour says. 

More than 50 employees were cut last 
year because of the declining papermaking 
industry. Meanwhile, the plant’s workers 
hope that legislation will be amended so 
that they will be able to collect unmploy- 
ment pay and severance benefits at the 
same time. 

Union representatives attended a hear- 
ing in Boston on Monday on the subject. 

E.C.H. Will employees laid off before 
Sept. 6 were able to collect both severance 
pay and unemployment benefits. But 
those laid off afterward were not and they 
are seeking equal treatment, McAvoy 
says. 

State Rep. Christopher J. Hodgkins, D- 
Lee, is sponsoring the legislation which 
would grandfather in employees of plants 
negotiating closing agreements on July 14, 


Anna M. Wolfe 


LEE — Anna M. Wolfe, 75, of 
| 236 Marble St. died Nov. 12 at 
| Berkshire Medical Center. 

Born in Brooklyn, N.Y., on Oct. 
23, 1917, she was the daughter of 
Eunice Myers Price and the late 
Thomas Price. 

Mrs. Wolfe was a 1935 graduate 
of Bay Ridge High School in 
Brooklyn. 

She and her husband, Arthur G. 
Wolfe, were married in Brooklyn on 
Sept. 28, 1941. They moved to San- 
disfied in 1948 and then to Lee in 
1952. 

Mrs. Wolfe was a bookkeeper for 
| Marcel’s Laundry and Dry Cleaners, 

the Morgan House, The Penny 
| Saver, and Tri-Town Paving, all of 
|) Beer 

She was a communicant of St. 
Mary’s Church and a charter mem- 

| ber of the Lee Kiwanis Club. 

Besides her mother of Brooklyn 
and her husband of Lee, Mrs. Wolfe 
leaves three daughters, Mrs. Patricia 
A. Goodfellow of Lee, Mrs. Eileen 

| Czaja of Stockbridge and Mrs. 

Jeanne Bartolotta of Pittsfield; a 
| brother, William Price of Walling- 
| ford, Vt. a sister, Mrs. Jenevieve 
| Rarrup of Brooklyn; nine grand- 


| 


children; and three great- 
| grandchildren, 
The funeral was Nov. 16 from 


| 

Kelly Funeral Home followed by a 
| Liturgy of Christian: Burial at St. 
| Mary’s Church. The Rev. Howard 
| W. McCormick, pastor, officiated. 


Burial follgwed in St. pays 
Cemetery. ih 4 K(ourie 
Memorial donations Berk mane 
to St. Mary’s Church or to the Lee 
| Visiting Nurses Association in care 
of the funeral home. 


} Lee layoffs at E.C.H. Will as closing nears 


1992. Those employees would collect both 
severance pay and unemployment. 


“We're not going to get rich. It just takes 
a little of the pain out,” McAvoy says. 
E.C.H. Will produces machines which 
convert rolls of paper into sheets. The clos- 
ing of the facility will mark the second time 
this year that a midsized paper manufac- 
turer in Lee shut down. Westfield River 
Paper Co. closed in East Lee, in February, 
leaving 48 people unemployed. 


| John A. Zorzin lat 
| LEE — John A. Zorzin, 78, of 
| Prospect Street died fale 


| his home. (ek: e- 

He was born ee gl Jan. 7, 
1914, son of Joseph and Maria 
Bongiovanni Zorzin, and was a 
1933 graduate of Lee High School. 

Mr. Zorzin acquired a shoe re- 
pair business from his stepfather, 
Vincent Privitera of Lee, which 
he operated as Zorzin’s Shoe 
Service until 1969. He was then 
employed by Mead Corp. at Lau- 
rel Mill, retiring in 1979. 

| He enjoyed walking and walked 
10 miles a day. 

He leaves his wife, the former 
| Nicolette Zaccarini, whom he 
| married Sept. 12, 1942; a son, 
| Joseph J. Zorzin of Housatonic; a 

daughter, Mrs. Janice M. DiTo- 
masso of Pittsfield; a brother, 
Geno Zorzin of Pittsfield; two sis- 
ters, Mrs. Mary Costa of Ros- 
lindale and Mrs. Anna Nelson of 
Sweet Home, Ore., and three 
grandchildren. 

A Liturgy of Christian Burial 
will be tomorrow at 10 at St. 

| Mary’s Church. The body will be 
cremated. 

There will be no calling hours. 

Kelly Funeral Home is in 
charge of arrangements. 


John A. Zorzin 


LEE — John A. Zorzin, 78, of 
Prospect Street died Nov. 16 at his 
home. 

| Born in Lee on Jan. 7, 1914, he 
was the son of Joseph and Maria 

Bongiovanni. 

Mr. Zorzin attended Lee schools 
and was a 1933 graduate of Lee 
High School. 

After his graduation and until 
1969, he operated a shoe repair 
business that he acquired from his 

| stepfather, Vincent Privitera of Lee. 
He later worked at Hurlbut Paper 
Company's Laurel Mill in South Lee 
until he retired in 1979, 

Mr. Zorzin leaves his wife, the 
former Nicolette Zaccarini, whom he 
married Sept, 12, 1942, 

He also leaves a son, Joseph J. 
Zorzin of Housatonic; a daughter, 
Mrs. Janice M. DiTomasso of Pitts- 
field; a brother, 


; no Zorzin, ( 
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Ice House Studio 


Gail E. Clark of Pine Street, South Lee, was married Oct. 31 to 
Carmelo R. Guarda Jr. of 371 Park St., Housatonic. 


| Lee Stopped 
12-0, in State. 


Tournament >>- 


Defending State Champ 
Sutton Advances to Finals 


CHICOPEE—The 


Sutton High. 


SS. 
Sy 


j Lee High X + 
Wildcat post-season Cinderella 
syndrome came to a grinding halt 
here when the girls’ soccer team 
was crushed by the state’s Divi- 
sion 2 defending champs from 


g 


In a lop-sided match under un- Pa 
seasonably cold dark skies, three 


different members of the Suzies 
team managed to score the three- 
goal hat trick putting nine points 


on the scoreboard. 
In contrast, the Lady Wildcats 


AN 


SN 


went scoreless throughout the. > 


match. 

For retiring coach Sally Maish, 
who has been with the girls’ soccer 
program sinceits inception in 1980, 
it was nonetheless a triumphant 
end to a great season. 

“This year exceeded our 
expectations.Winning Western 
Mass was the icing on the cake,” 
aan told The Record. Then 
speaking of the Sutton ch 
Maish added: aoe 

‘We knew they were good. And 
tonight really proved it 

The dozen goals scored by 
Sutton in the all-important match 
here in Chicopee totaled the num- 

“ber of goals the Lee Wildcats al- 
lowed during the entire regular 
15-game season. 

The win for Sutton advanced 
the team to its third consecutive 
state title game. They defeated 
Mt. Greylock in the semi-finals for 
the past two years. Back in 1989, 
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Lee defeated Sutton 2-1 in the - 
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Lee’s Olympic skier 
takes Country Curtains 
promotion on tour 


By Lewis C. Cuyler 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


STOCKBRIDGE — Krista 
Schmidinger of Lee, a member of 
the U.S. Women’s Ski Team and a 
participant in the Winter Olym- 
pics earlier this year, will be 
sporting a Country Curtains 
headband this season. 

John H. and Jane Fitzpatrick, 
owners of America’s first mail- 
order curtain company, said the 
company has officially become a 
sponsor for Schmidinger as she 
competes in the 1993 and 1994 ski 
seasons. 

“She’s been our neighbor here 
in Lee, and we’re proud of her 
accomplishments,” said John 
Fitzpatrick. He said the company 
is also proud “to have Country 
Curtains represented in this 
country and around the world by 
such a wonderful young woman.” 

Lee Williams, executive vice 
president, said the sponsorship 
means that Country Curtains is 
providing financial support for 
Schmidinger. 


Specific guidelines 


“We are doing it under guide- 
lines developed by the U.S. Ski 
Team,” he said. “Those guide- 
lines specify the conditions under 
which the headband can be 
worn.” For instance, he said, 
such advertisements cannot be 
worn at all races — the Olympics 
being a prime example of races 
in which they cannot. 

Williams said it is impossible to 
measure any direct monetary re- 
turn to the company for having its 
name on Schmidinger’s head- 
band. 

“But we know it is good public 
relations and will generate good 
will,’ he said. “Krista will be 
asked about Country Curtains, 
and we expect that some of the 
TV coverage will show her wear- 
ing the headband.” 

Schmidinger will be supplied 
with the company’s catalog. 

When not on tour, she will ap- 
pear at events at Country Cur- 
tains retail shops and at the Red 
Lion Inn, also owned by the 


Krista Schmidinger 
Raising the Curtains 


Fitzpatricks. 

Earlier this year, Schmidinger 
made a more informal arrange- 
ment to showcase the product of 
another Berkshire business: 
Gilly’s Hot Vanilla. 

No display advertising is in- 
volved. Instead, Schmidinger will 
introduce the hot drink to her 
teammates and other acquain- 
tances and talk to resort food 
management people about intro- 
ducing it in their cafeterias. 


Gilly’s Hot Vanilla was founded 
by Joanne Deutch of Lenox two 
years ago as an alternative to hot 
chocolate. 

The Fitzpatricks founded 
Country Curtains in 1956 and have 
built it to a point where it serves 
an international market. Hun- 
dreds of styles, fabrics and colors 
of ready-made curtains are of- 
fered through a catalog, along 
with other home decorating 
products. 


In addition to its catalog sales 
the company operates 14 retai 
shops in New England and thi 
mid-Atlantic states. 
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Lee Stopped 12-0, in State Tournament 


Continued From B1 


semifinals. 

The lop-sided game got off to a 
fast start, despite thecold.Sutton’s 
Kim Frick raced down the right 
side of the field and with less than 
a minute elapsed on the clock, 
blasted a shot on Lee goalie, Mo 
Kennedy, who was able to deflect 


the ball. 

Moments later, Jena Kurowski 
of Sutton took to the left side and 
, crossing behind a Lee defender, 
kicked the ball in behind goalie 
Kennedy. 

Less than three minutes later, 
while the Wildcats sought to 
regroup. Sutton was back again. 
This time Kurowski’s sister Emma 


beat Kennedy to the goal, making 
it 3-0 with 30 minutes left on the 
clock. ‘ 

In the second half, Suttons 
coach Ann Licopoli replaced many 
of the starters. But it didn’t seem 
to help the Wildcats’ cause. As the 
skies grew darker and colder, the 
Lee High girls just couldn’t catch 
fire. 


ANNA M. WOLFE 


LEE — Mrs. Anna M. Wolfe, 75, of 
236 Marble St. died Nov. 12 of cancer 
rs ponent Medical Center in Pitts- 
ield. 3 

She was born in Brooklyn, N.Y.,on 
Oct. 23, 1917, and was the daughter 


of Eunice (Myers) Price ciple late 
Tho Price. // ( 
rhe was 216 raduats of Bay 


@ High school in Brooklyn. 
he and her husband moved to 

Sandisfield in n¢hthen to 3s j 

Tae 

Mrs. Wolf a ‘eepér for 
the former Marcel’s Laundry and Dry 
Cleaners, the Morgan House, The 
Penny Saver and Tri-Town Paving, all 
of Lee. 

She was a communicant of St. 
Mary’s Church and a charter member 
of the Lee Kiwani-Annes Club. 

Besides her mother of Brooklyn, 


she leaves her husband, Arthur G. ~ 
Wolfe, whom she married Sept. 28, ° 
1941; three daughters, Patricia A. 
Goodfellow of Lee, Eileen Czaja of 
Stockbridge and Jeanne Bartolotta of 
Pittsfield; a brother, William Price of - 
Wallingford, Vt.; a sister, Jenevieve 
Raarup of Brooklyn; nine grandchil- 
dren and three great grand-children. 

The funeral was Nov. 16 from Kelly 
Funeral Home with a Liturgy of Chris- 
tian Burial at St. Mary’s Church. Burial 
was in St. Mary's Cemetery. f 

Memorial donations may be made 
to St. Mary’s Church or the Lee Visit- 
ing Nurse Association in care of the 
funeral home. 


Lowns Okay 


Liquor Sale 
On Sundays 
Ss 


SY 
S.. LEE — Sunday liquor sales 


' By Suzanne King 


(¢ 


“SS have been approved in most South 

County towns this holiday season, 

allowing package stores to openon 

Pe Sundays from Thanksgiving to 
Ne New Year's. 

The Boards of Selectmen in Lee, 

“\. Sheffield, Egremont, Great Bar- 

© rington, Stockbridge and West 

y Stockbridge approved at least some 

‘Sunday openings, while the Lenox 

SS board voted against Sunday open- 

ings. 

_ _ After voting the measure down 

“S\c_ twice before, the selectmen unani- 

mously approved Sunday openings 

Sata Nov. 16 public hearing. 

At the urging of two of the six 
package store owners, the select- 
men approved Sunday openings 
for one year, from Nov. 22 to Dec. 
27. Stores will be allowed to open 
from noon to 5 p.m., the selectmen 
said, and only stores that apply 
will be allowed to open, 

The Lee board had voted no on 
the measure twice before (on Oct. 
26 and Nov. 2), not realizing they 
were required by the Alcoholic 
Beverages Control Commission to 

hold a public hearing. 


> 
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LEE — 

paign sponsored by Century Cable 
to benefit local schools raised over 
$2,650. The donation was made 
|possible through a free offer for 

basiccable installation to new cus- 
tomers and free upgrades of ser- 
vice to existing customers who con- 
| tributed $15 or $10 respectively to 


Century Cable Raises $2650 for Schools 
WEL. Bal hese Cen x 


company’s Century Cable Cares 
program. 

All donations made to the local 
school were earmarked for the 
purchase of several items to facili- 
tate the usage of Century Cable in 
the Classroom, including televi- 


sions and VCRs. 


<. wn anigements.; 


A. Zofzi 

pect Street died Nov. 15 at his home. 

Born Jan. 7, 1914, in Lee, he was 
the son of the late Joseph and Maria 
(Bongiovanni) Zorzin. 

He was a 1933 graduate of Lee 
High School. 
Mr. Zorzin acquired a shoe repair 


| business from his stepfather, Vincent 


Privitera of Lee, which he operated as 
Zorzin's Shoe Service until 1969. He 
| was then employed by Mead Corp. at 
| Laurel Mill, retiring in 1979. 
‘| He enjoyed walking and walked 10 
miles a day. 
He leaves his wife, the former 
Nicolette Zaccarini, whom he married 
Sept 12, 1942; ason, Joseph. Zorzin 
| of Housatonic; a daughter, Janie M. 
| DiTormasso of Pittsfield; a brother, 
| Geno Zorzin of Pittsfield; two sisters, 
| Mary Costa of Roslindale, Anna 

Nelson of Sweet Home, Ore., and 


| three grandchildren. 


A Liturgy of Christian Burial was 
held Nov. 19 at St. Mary's Church. 


| The body was cremated. 


Kelly Funeral Home is in charge of 
arrangements. 
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| ing Lee High School. 

n8 ile ia Lee he worked for the 
| former Mountain Mill and also oper- 
| ated a lawn care service. 

He moved to Missouri City, Texas, 
in 1980, where he worked as a Car- 

| penter. He had made his home in 
Louisiana for the past three years. 
He leaves a son, George E 
Simmons, Jr. of Sheffield; four daugh- 
ters, Madeline E. Pratt, Deborah A. 
Simmons and Georgette E. Susee, all 
of Bennington, Vt.; and Tammy M. 
Galui of Beverly, two brothers, Ed- 
| ward W. Simmons of Copake, N.Y., 
' and Lester R. Simmons of Lenox; two 
sisters, Joan L. Drumm of Washing- 
ton and Ann M. Klahn of Pittsfield; and 
ten grandchildren. 

The funeral was Nov. 17 at the 
Kelly Funeral Home, Lee, with the 
Rev. Douglas L. Moschelle Clark, pas- 
tor of the Church-on-the-Hill, Lenox, 
officiating. Burial was in Fairmount 


Cemetery. 


Bill Advances to Benefit 


“Deke Dibra: 


LEE — A bill that would allow 
E.C.H. Will employees to collect 
both unemploymentinsurance and 
severance pay moved out of com- 
mittee to the House of Represen- 
tatives on Nov. 18 and was ex- 
pected to move on to the Senate by 
Nov. 20. 

The bill would amend a law 
passedin September that prevents 
laid-off employees from collecting 
both unemployment benefits and 


| Severance pay, to protect the hand- 


ful of E.C.H. Will employees who 


| will lose their jobs in December 
| when the plant closes. 


The workers negotiated sever- 
ance pay last summer and would 


| lose access to both severance and 


unemployment under the Septem- 
ber legislation. 

“It would be devastating for 
some people (to lose this income),” 
said Dean Williams, secretary/ 
treasurer of the plant’s labor union. 
“They wanted to use severance pay 
to reestablish their lives.” 

_ Theseverance pay is especially 
important to workers who are close 
to retirement, said Williams, who 
went to Boston to testify before the 


|, Committee on Commerce and La- 


orkers 


didéring the issue. 

“T’m not real worried about find- 
ing another job,” said Williams, 
who, at 40, has worked at E.C.H. 
Will for 19 years. But for workers 
who are ready to retire, finding 
another job for a year or two could 
be tough, he said. > 

“We've got several guys close to 
retirement who were counting on 
having that severance pay,” Wil- 
liams said. 

Rep. Chris Hodgkins, D-Lee, 
and Sen. Jane M. Swift, R-North 
Adams, both testified Nov. 17 on 
behalf of the bill. 

Formerly Glark-Aiken, E.C.H. 
Will, a paper-converting machin- 
ery plant will close it’s doors at the 
end of December. Pink slips forthe 
24 union employees who are still 
working at the company will be 
coming between Dec. 14 and Dec. 
31, Williams said. 

“Everybody knowsit’s coming,” 
Williams said, “it’s just what day. 
It could be the day before Christ- 
mas for all we know. 

“It’s pretty depressing around 
here,” he added. 

Five employees were laid off as 
of Nov. 12. About 70 employees 
have been laid off at the company 
since last year. 


| 
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Toy Dri etoB ne 
Mena 


tive Director of Community Ser- 
vices and Philip Hopkins, man- 
ager of Century Berkshire Cable, 

‘announced the kick-off of a holi- 
day campaign designed to benefit 
needy children in the South Berk- 
shires. 

As part of the Company’s ongo- 
ing “Century Cable Cares” cam- 
paigns, area residents in Great 
Barrington, Stockbridge, Lee, and 
Lenox will be able to take advan- 
tage of a free basic cable installa- 
tion offer to new customers or free 
premium service or tier service 
upgrade to current customers 


" when new toys are donated to the 


fitLo 

oy tt 
Toy ( 
dren. 

This year Century Cable will 
be working in association with 
Community Services of South 
Berkshire and the Lee Police As- 
sociation to distribute the toys to 
those families with children who 
need them. 

With contributing support from 
E!, Entertainment Television, Cen- 
tury will also be hosting a Christ- 
mas party for local children with 
refreshments and toys. 


For more information on the | 


holiday toy drive or the Christmas 
party, people may call Century 
Cable at 243-0677 or Community 
Services at 528-1947. : 


Troubled Bridge 


| Lee 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Town Moderator Joseph 
M. Toole has appointed three 
residents to serve on the town’s 
Regional School Study Commit- 
tee, a group formed with the au- 
thorization of a recent special 
town meeting. 

School Superintendent Henry 
T. Zukowski said yesterday that 
Toole has submitted the names of 
School Committee Chairman 
Carol E. LePrevost, Jean David- 


moderator appoints 
to regional school study 


son and Charles A. Reynolds. 
State law calls for the moderator 
to make the appointments. 

Reynolds, who with his wife, 
Faith, owns Merrill Tavern Inn in 
South Lee, was a schoolteacher in 
New York state for 22 years be- 
fore retiring to Lee. 

He said yesterday that he has 
no particular connection with the 
School Department and that he 
suspects that’s one reason he was 
invited to serve on the committee. 

“They felt I might be someone 
with an impartial view, without 
any obligations to anyone in par- 
ticular in the community,” Reyn- 
olds said. 

He said he doesn’t hold an 
opinion one way or another on 
whether the town should join or 
form a regional school district. 

“But I’m willing to look into the 
situation and see what can be 


Lylth3 


done to improve education,” he 
said. 

Davidson, who has three chij- 
dren in the school system, has 
been active in the schools’ 
Parent-Teacher Organization, She 
said she doesn’t yet have an 
opinion regarding the regional- 
ization issue. 

“I just want the best for my 
kids, and we have to explore alj 
options,” she said. 

LePrevost has been active on 
the School Committee and in 
other organizations involving the 
town’s children. She has ex. 
pressed a keen interest in ex- 
ploring the possibilities of re- 
gionalizing with Lenox, but a 
special town meeting in that town 
recently declined to form a re- 
gional study committee. 

A schedule of meetings has not 
yet been set, members said, 


aa 


In Lee Less Safe, 


Continued from Al 
mer, citizens have repeatedly 
questioned the accuracy of the | 
“seven-ton rating posted in 1979, ; 
saying officials have overreacted | 
by banning school buses and other 
heavy vehicles from the bridge. \ 

The bridge was on a list to be \ 
repaired by the state this sum- | 
mer, but plans for the new bridge ; 
met with controversy and were 
shot down. The selectmen tabled . 


the repairs, delaying work by a 


Troubnito..uge 
In Lee Found Fit 
Only for Angels | 


hq 
Temporary,S ee ing Grace| | 
By Suzanne Lack fre ee the signs, | | 


and would continue to recommend | 
that the bridge remain one way | . 
until a traffic light is installed. 

“When the town administrator 
and the town counsel make deci- 


SEE ee ee 


Mary Puleri ila 49083 
LEE — Mrs. Mary Puleri, 88, of 
18 Debra Ave. died Thursday at 

Berkshire Medical Center. 
She was born in Canicatti, Italy, | | 
on Sept. 10, 1904, daughter of | 
| 


|Locker Koom 
Vincenzo and Josephine Cuva Submits Plan 
Corseri and moved to Pittsfield in 


; forint 


A communicant of St. Mary’s | | 
Church and a member of the Lee 
Sons of Italy, Mrs. Puleri had has accepted the supplemental 
lived in Lee since 1923. information provided bythe Locker || 

Her husband, Frank Puleri, Room Sports Bar to complete a |!) 
whom she married April 24, 1921, | ||. special permit application the bar 
died Sept. 25, 1971. | submitted last month. 

She leaves five sons, Angelo F., || According to a memo from the 
Joseph F., Louis R. and Francis _| Planning Board to Donald Lucy, 
R. Puleri, all of Lee, and James J: | the bar owner, a publichearingon |) 
Puleri of Leesburg, Fla.; three Nike baw’ vbificate ‘of een HY 
daughters, Mrs. Sarah M. McCol- | leo erie eee OL OCCUPANCY ah 
ium and. Mrs. Mary A: Lovato, | | |: has been scheduled tentatively for |;! 
both of Summerfield, and Mrs. | Jan. 4, 1993. é 
Josephine M. Akey of Lee; a || The Planning Board received 
brother, Richard Corseri of Pitts- an application on Oct. 21, but it 
field; 24 grandchildren and 20 was missing certain legal docu- 
great-grandchildren. ments, a parking plan, and the 

The funeral will be Monday at ‘lease for off- premise parking 
9:15 from Kelly Funeral Home , Space. j 
with a Liturgy of Christian Burial The board has 35 days to review || 
celebrated at 10 at St. Mary’s the completed application. If the -''| 
Church. Buridl will be in St special permitis granted, theJanu- 
Mary’s Cemetery. ary public hearing will be held. 


LEE — The prognosis is in for 
the original Tyringham Road 
bridge, and it does not look good, 


according to District Highway En- 
gineer Ross Dindio. 

The troubled bridge’s new rat- 
ing is even lower than the 1979 
seven ton limit, making the state- 
owned temporary “acrow” bridge 
even more vital to Lee and 
Tyringham. 

Dindio declined to reveal the 
new bridge rating, which will be 
sent to town officials sometime next 
week, but he said, “you can’t get 
much lower than seven tons.” 

Dindio also said he is writing 
the town regarding the selectmen’s 
decision to allow two-way traffic 
on the one-lane, temporary bridge, 
which was installed last month. 

After receiving a 98-signature 
petition Nov. 9 fromcitizens incon- 
venienced by the north bound 
Meadow Street detour, the select- 
men voted to install stop signs at 
either end of the bridge to allow 
two-way traffic. 

The selectmen’s decision con- 
tradicted the advice of Dindio who, 
according to Town Administrator 
Frank Abbondanzio, had said he 
would recommend that the bridge 
be removed if the town allowed 


sions for convenience rather than 
engineering, it is not good policy,” 
Dindio said. 

Town Counsel Jerome Scully 
recommended installing the signs, 
advising the selectmen that the 
town would not be liable if an acci- 
dent occurred after two way traffic 
is allowed. 

Dindio said he would send a 
letter to the town on Nov. 19, ex- 
plaining why, because of the loca- 
tion of the bridge, two way traffic 
was not safe. 

“I’m going to say it very 
strongly,” he said of his advice. 

Dindio did not say whether he 
would recommend that the bridge 
be removed, as Abbondanzio had 
reported. 

“The bridge is theirs,” he said. 
“The road is theirs. The situation 
is theirs. It’s their decision (to al- 
low two way traffic). The bridge 
was given to the town. They have 
in their possesion an acrow bridge 
which they are responsible for.” 

Dindio added that the new rat- 
ing of the original bridge, which 
lies underneath the acrow bridge, | 


Calling hours at the funeral 
home will be tomorrow from 2 to 


4 and 7 to 9. 
Memorial 


donations may be 
made to the Massachusetts Spina 
Bifida Association, 39 Westland 


Terrace, Haverhill, MA 01830, or | 
in care of the funeral home. 


| 


| 
| 


be ct IBS 


will be taped for television, cour- 
tesy of the Berkshire Alliance for 
Open Government. 

According to the Alliance’s 


| monthly newsletter, members of 


the citizen “watch dog” group be- 
gan videotaping meetings, includ- 
ing the weekly selectmen’a meet- 
ings, at the beginning of the month. 
The tapes are being shown on 
public access television, Commu- 
nity Television for the Southern 
Berkshires, channel 11. 


two-way traffic. justifies the speed with which the | The first meeting to air was the 
_ According to Abbondanzio, the temporary bridge was installed. _ Nov. 5 meeting concerning costs of 
signs have been ordered and were Since the entire Tyringham| _ the Tyringham Road Bridge, the 


to be installed by Nov. 20. But on 
Nov. 18 Dindio said he was not 
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bridge debacle started this eoried 


newsletter said. 
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over transportation study 


By Dorothy W. Chapman 
Special to The Eagle 


LEE — In a strongly worded 
letter to Gov. William F. Weld, 
state Rep. Christopher J. Hodg- 
kins, D-Lee, has charged that the 
administration has failed to 
present a clear transportation 
plan or policy. 

He chided Weld because the 
outgoing secretary of the Execu- 
tive Office of Transportation and 
Construction, Richard Taylor, 
commissioned a $900,000 study of 
transportation issues and then 
rejected the major findings in the 
report. 


Hodgkins, chairman of the 
House Committee on State Ad- 
ministration, said he will confer 
with the chairmen of the House 
Post Audit and Oversight Com- 
mittee, the Committee on Trans- 
portation and the House Commit- 
tee on Ways and Means to coor- 
dinate a series of public oversight 
hearings to discuss the direction 
of Weld’s transportation agencies 
and to review the spénding prac- 
tices of transportation officials. 

According to Hodgkins, Taylor's 
expenditure of nearly $1 million 
dollars in public funds “has 
reaped no usable recommenda- 
tions, is a waste of scarce state 
resources and is an example of 
poor management practices on 
the part of your administration.” 


Turnpike hikes 
Hodgkins has filed a resolution 
in the House to repudiate the 
study, which recommends tripling 
tolls on the Massachusetts Turn- 
pike. Hodgkins’ resolution says 
such a move would have a devas- 
tating impact on the economy in 
the commonwealth, especially in 
transportation-related industries. 
It also says residents of Western 
Massachusetts would suffer the 
most dramatic economic impact 
| due to the raised tolls, since they 
use the turnpike more frequently 
than the average state resident. 
According to Hodgkins’ resolu- 
tion, House members believe that 
_ the national program put forward 
by President-elect Bill Clinton — 
to grow America by rebuilding 
| America’s infrastructure — is one 
| way to create private sector jobs 
, and stimulate economic growth, 
| and that the Turnpike Authority’s 
| program to rebuild the pike over 


Hodgkins has filed 
a resolution 
repudiating the 
study, which 
recommends 
tripling tolls on the 
Massachusetts 
Turnpike. 


the next five years without rais- 
ing tolls and without using any 
state or federal funds makes 
sense and should move forward 
without delay. 


Road plan needed 


In his letter, Hodgkins said 
there is a tremendous need for 
immediate transportation infra- 
structure repair to state roads 
and bridges in Western Massa- 
chusetts that are under the con- 
trol of the state Highway De- 
partment, but that there is no 
clear plan. 


Hodgkins criticized what he 


Coon / Mellin 


termed as Weld’s apparent lack 
of desire to include the Legisla- 
ture in the decision-making pro- 
cess on questions of how to 
structure and organize govern- 
ment. 

“With respect to your recent 
directive to the MHD Commis- 
sioner to inspect and then initiate 
a process of state control over the 
Sumner and Callahan Tunnels, I 
caution you that any effort to as- 
sume control of these facilities 
from the Massachusetts Turnpike 
Authority and thereby restructure 
the status quo, must be reviewed 
and approved by the Legisla- 
ture,” he said. 

He urged Weld to regroup his 
transportation officials and focus 
their efforts on developing a 
comprehensive transportation 
policy and plan for the state that 
can be implemented during the 
remainder of his term. “I strongly 
suggest that this approach be 
taken before you initiate a hostile 
takeover attempt of the Sumner 
and Callahan Tunnels,” he said. 

He said the administration’s 
recent attacks on the Turnpike 
Authority serve no useful purpose 
and undermine the public’s con- 
fidence in Weld’s ability to gov- 
ern. . 
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Hodgkins takes Weld to task 


LEE — Miss Theresa A. Coon of 
400 Massachusetts Ave., Arlington, 
was married yesterday to Shawn 
M. Mellin of 22 Gillooly Road, 


Chelsea. 


The bride, 26, is the daughter of 


Mr. and Mrs. Manley R. Coon of 
Stringer Avenue. Mr. Mellin, 27, is 
the son of Dr. Peter Mellin of 
eae ts Maine, and Mrs. Jac- 
queline Christiansen of M 

Beach, S.C. ae 


The Rev. John Bonzagni - 
formed the 1 o’clock caveman de 
St. Mary’s Church and a reception 
followed at Berkshire Hilton Inn. 

Maid of honor for her sister 
was Ms. Nora M. Coon, and Ms 
Stephanie Consolati, Mrs. Denise 
meoee Julianne Norton and 

Ss: ristine i 
bridesmaids. Se aes 

Matthew Collins was best man. 
Christian, Todd and Jason Mellin 
brothers of the bridegroom, and 
Ken Sprague were ushers. 


A commissions processor at 
Commonwealth Equity Services 
the bride graduated last year 
from the University of Mass- 
achusets, Amherst. 


Mr. Mellin is an architect at 


wd 
Thomas P. Mosca 


Theresa A. Coon Mellin 
Symmes Maini & McKee Associ- 
Dh graduated from Went- 
wo nstitute of T 
‘add echnology, 


The couple are takin 
i ‘ g a wed- 
ding trip to Jamaica. 
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By 
Deidre Consolati 


A NATIVE HUNTER SPEAKS: In the Berkshires in late 
fall a crossfire whizzes between hunters and hunting foes. 
It’s a decades-old polarity aggravated by more hunters 
and less space. A 32-year-old Lee man sensitized to the 
anti-hunting bias tells his story anonymously: 

“T had two uncles who taught me how to hunt but the only 
word for it was unproductive, for between the two of them 
they never caught a deer. They taught me to love the out- 
doors, though, and when I got back from the military 
(where I learned to shoot well) I took to the woods. I was a 
single person with time on my hands and I spent many 
hours developing my hunting skills. I learned a lot and 
from older men who were more knowledgeable than me. 

“The most important discovery I made during those 
days was that your eyes can play tricks on you. When I was 
first learning to track, a German shepherd dog came out of 
nowhere. To my eyes -- maybe because its ears made it look 
like a deer — it was a deer, and so I shot at it. To this day I 
thank the good Lord that I missed. 

“Since that moment, the bottom line for me has been 
that you never shoot unless know what you're shooting at. 
You don’t put your gun up at just anything. This has made 
me very cautious -- almost too cautious. For example, once 
in Maine my hunting partner had gone off and I was alone. 
I heard a rustling in the bushes and thinking it was he, I kept 
my gun at my side. What came straight past me turned out 
to be the finest deer I had ever seen. Of course I missed it 
because I hadn’t put my gun up, but better a live deer and 
and a live person. 

“Hunting deer is my great love. You have to become one 
with the animal. Even though I put a lot of time into hunt- 
ing, most of it is unsuccessful. But it’s part of the process 
because I’m always learning more: where the game is, what 
it’s eating, what it’s doing. So even if I don’t catch anything, 
I’m always learning. 

“I love deer. Their senses are incredibly acute. The 
stalk, the hunt are unbelievably challenging. With a bow 
and arrow the challenge becomes even greater, for to re- 


lease the bow you have to be close enough to hear the deer | 


breathing. In that situation it takes great focus and nerves. 
I have the greatest respect for peoples (American Indians 
and other cultures) who relied, and still do, on primitive 
weapons to hunt for their livelihood. 

“[’m constantly trying to improve myself and this expe- 
rience is central to my life. I sense the spirit of what I hunt. 
Yesterday I caught a six-point buck in New York state. As 
a way of thanks, I put my hand on his neck and petted him 
as he died. 

“It’s my right to consume what I kill. I am not a criminal. 
Where to eat on the food chain is a personal choice. I don’t 
run into a vegetarian’s garden and yell ‘Wait! Stop! Don’t 
kill that head of broccoli!’ Last week I read one of the usual 
letters to the editor about hunting. The writer was ‘sick 
and tired’ of the excuse that hunters were ‘thinning out the 
herd.’ 

“Well,’thinning out the herd’ may be the fact but it’s not 
the reason. The reason I hunt is because I enjoy eating wild 
game. I know where it came from and it’s au natural. I eat 
everything. I make soup with the bones. The heart and 
liver I give to people who truly appreciate it. I’ve never let 
a piece of meat rot, nor have I sold one piece, nor would I. 

“Hunters” rights are slowly being eroded due to igno- 
rant people and it’s sad. Many individuals are down on 
hunting and hunters. Lord knows, it’s getting tougher. 
Land is posted everywhere and I can’t blame a person for 
doing so. I wouldn’t want people around either who don’t 
respect me or my property and abuse everything. 

“Let’s face it, there are hunters whose hunting skills are 
terrible. Many of them come from the city and hunt once a 
year. They walk anywhere they please. These are people 
who don’t devote time to the sport and they give such a bad 


rap to those who truly hunt. Hunters, real hunters, put | 


more into the land than anyone. We hunt on it, period. We 
don’t alter the land in any way. 

“As for the future, population and other factors will 
continue to threaten hunting. I foresee that the privilege 
of hunting will no longer exist on public land. Someday it 
will become a private industry -- eventually hunters will 
have to fly to Texas and pay to hunt on a private ranch. 

“Sometimes if you take a minute you can change things 
for the better. One time I went bow hunting in Connecti- 
cut. I saw some posted land and went up to the owner and 
asked if I could hunt here. He said ‘No way.’ He was sitting 
on his porch having an iced tea and I spent 20 minutes talk- 
ing to him. He realized as we spoke that I was from the 
country and what my feelings were. It turned out his grand- 
son had been shot in the arm — and that was the reason for 
his bitterness toward hunters. 

“After our conversation he thanked me, told me to bring 
my car up and park it in his garage while I hunted on his land 
that day ~ and any day I wanted.” 
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g Coasters’ owner ee te property Be  lesing appears 
xg Outlines plans for conser im Latesborough, ut Devisch 


: new Lee nightspot fe bee opine required to predinde | 


parking spaces than required to preclude 
potential parking problems. 


The owner of Lanesborough’s Coasters The new Coasters will also offer Kar- 
night club — known for oldies music and the aoke nights and alcohol-free teen nights | 


“Gator” dance -- 


plans to open a sister es- during school vacations, Deutsch says. 


’ tablishment on Route 102 and Pleasant The only objection to the liquor license 


Street in Lee. 


came from Lee resident Charles O’Neil, 


The Lee restaurant, to also be called who questioned selectmen approving bev- 
Coasters, will serve sandwiches at noon. erage licenses without knowing if the local 
On evenings from Thursday through Sun- police department will be able to handle 
day, it will also feature dancing to music of any problems created by the growing num- 
the 1950s, 1960s and 1970s, owner and ber of drinking establishments. 
manager Allan Deutsch of Sheffield says. But since no cap on the number of clubs 

Lee Selectmen unanimously approved a_ exist, selectmen have no legal grounds for 
liquor license for the business Monday denying a business a liquor license simply 
night. But Deutsch must apply for other on the number of similar establishments in 
permits as well, including a special permit town, Selectman John DeVarennes says. 


Lee skiing star Krista Schmidinger and Country 
Curtains have teamed up. The Lee-based mail-order 
and retail curtain company has announced that it will 
sponsor Schmidinger on the 1993 and ’94 U.S. Ski 
team circuit. Among other accomplishments, 
Schmidinger placed second in her category of down- | 
hill in the 1992 Winter Olympics and is a Pan-Am | 


Games gold medalist. 


According to Country Curtains owners Jack and | 
Jane Fitzpatrick, the sponsorship is mutually benefi- | 
cial. In addition to helping finance Schmidinger’s 
skiing career, the arrangement gives Country Cur- \ 
tains greater visibility because she will be wearing the 
company name on her headband and helmet and will 
make personal appearances for the company. 

“She’s been our neighbor here in Lee and we’re 
proud of her accomplishments. We want to support 
her,” stated Jack Fitzpatrick. “We’re also proud. to 


‘Qs Mary Puleri 


| 
| \ LEE — M i 
| WS, ary Puleri, 88, of 18 
: ~Debra Ave. died Nov. 19 at Berk- 
: ae Medical Center, 
orn in Canicatti Italy, on § 

, , on Sept. 
| = 0, 1904, she was the daughter OL 

Vincenzo and Josephine Cuva Cor- 


seri. The family arrived in this 
country in 1919, settling in Pittsfield. 
Mrs. Puleri and her late husband, 
Frank Puleri, were married on April 
24, 1921, in Pittsfield. Mr. Puleri 
died Sept. 25, 1971. 
| Mrs. Puleri had lived in Lee since 


1923. 
a | ; . She was a communicant of St. 
aS | ; Mary’s Church and a member of the 
=~ ee | ; Lee Sons of Italy. 
ee Schmidinger team up | H Mrs. Puleri leaves five sons, An- 


gelo F., Joseph F. Louis R., and 
Francis R. Puleri, all of Lee, and 
James J. Puleri of Leesburg, Fla.; 
three daughters, Mrs. Sarah M. 
McCollum and Mrs. Mary A. Lovy- 
ato, both of Summerfield, Fla., and 
Mrs. Josephine M. Akey of Lee; one 
} brother, Richard Corseri of Pitts- 
} field; 24 grandchildren; and 20 
: great-grandchildren. 
| ' The funeral was Nov. 23 from 
j Kelly Funeral Home. A Liturgy of 
« Christian Burial followed at St. 
\ Mary’s Church, 
Burial was in St. Mary’s Cemetery. 
| Memorial donations may be made 
to the Massachusetts Spina Bifida 
Association, Haverhill, in care of the 


have Country Curtains represented in this country funeral home. 
and around the world, really, by such a wonderful 


young woman.” 


Births 
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To Drew and Susan Macchi 
Guinan, 17 George St., Lee, Nov. 49) 


a daughter. 
T> Tnetice and Ginger 


RCN 


son 
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Cable Moves Equipment 


LEE — Century Berkshire Cable Company has nearly completed 
moving its satellite receivers and the majority of its signal processing 
equipment from Warner Mountain above Butternut Ski Area in Great 
Barrington to a site on Route 102 across from the Lee Bowling Lanes. 

Century Division Manager Philip Hopkins said the move will cost about 
$190,000 and will give the company added room for equipment. He said 
the new site is also more easily accessed. At the previous site workers had 
to scale the slopes of Butternut to repair malfunctioning equipment. 

The new set-up is expected to be operational by the first week in 
December, according to Mr. Hopkins. Some equipment, such as antennay | 


for the reception of area broadcast signals, will rempai VENUE 
Mountain, according to Mr. Hopkins. perk. naa ve II Cy 
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Claire and Irwin Adler of L&é, 
has joined Aerospace Industries 
Association of Washington, D.C., 
as manager of international af- 
fairs. She will be responsible for 
monitoring international trade 
issues that affect the aerospace 
industry. 
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DeKigy Mrs. Iren . Mot- 
taréWa, 87, of 41 Robert St. died 
yesterday at home. 
Born in Morbegno, Italy, Oct. 8, 
| 1905, she was the daughter of 
| Ramouldo and Maria Mazzoni 
Pescatori. 

As a girl, she worked as a 
seamstress at a silk mill in Italy. 
She came to the United States in 
1930, settling in Lee. 

Mrs. Mottarella had been em- 
ployed for a number of years as a 

Edgar Lopez, 17, of Lee, housekeeper at Berkshire Hills 
second from ri thee bey North nursing home. She retired 
in Monumen A in 1978. 
gional High School’s automo- | Her husband, Dominic G. Mot- 
tive program, received a $50 | tarella, died in 1956. 

ift certificate from Allison ft | She leaves two sons, Edward 
Herrington, ee erat, ’ Mottarella and Peter Mottarella, 
and Bruce : ,. | both of Lee; a daughter, Mrs. 
SE ree ate NT oF | Mabe trtey of tee thre step 
j 5 ere sons, Richard an emo Mot- 

j Nov. 20. Standing i hi ade tarella, both of Lee, and Victor G. 
peyton ee Pe hucior at Mon- Mottarella of Lompoc, Calif.; a 
pass 39 gift was part of the stepdaughter, Mrs. Elda Cor- 
ument. ve 2 for Tomorrow naggia of Lee; 21 grandchildren, 
pelle One tudent from 21 great-grandchildren and six 
Doe ial h crools will be great-great-grandchildren. 
pile ch month from No- The funeral will be Saturday, 
alk through January as Noy. 28, at 9:15 from Kelly Fu- 
Al of a program to support neral Home with a Liturgy of 
vocational education. Also re- Christian Burial at 10 at St. 
ceiving a $50 Herrington gift Mary's Church. Burial will be in 
certificate on Nov. 19 was Fairmount Cemetery. 

Todd Clay, photo at the left, a | Calling hours at the funeral 
student at Mt. Everett Regional | home will be Friday, Nov., 27, 
School who is participating in from 2 to 4 and 7 to 9. 

t rogram Memorial donations may be 
the house carpen n4 prog lona 
at Lee High School and in- made to the Visiting Nurse Asso- 
Bernard Drew Photo terns with carpenter Steven ciation or HospiceCare in the 


Berkshires through the funeral 
Todd Clay where wi Fite: 


Susan Faber Photo 
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By Ellen G. Lahr 


hoki 4 sleghe.P 83. 
Yds Committee 
responds to test scores 


LEE — In response to Massa- 
chusetts Educational Assessment 
test results, the School Committee 
has voted to provide extra read- 
ing help to some 4th graders. 

MEAP tests, intended to evalu- 
ate students’ understanding of 
curricula in reading, math, sci- 
ence and social studies, are given 
statewide every two years to stu- 
dents in Grades 4, 8 and 12. 

While Lee’s 8th and 12th grad- 
ers generally exceeded or 
matched the statewide averages 
in all subjects, 4th graders didn’t 
do as well, the results indicate. 

Lee School Supt. Henry T. Zu- 
kowski, recommended the School 
Committee response. He said the 
reading specialist, who already 
teaches 17 periods per week, will 
add 10 more starting Nov. 30 to 
give one-on-one help to 4th grad- 
ers having reading difficulties. 

The MEAP 4th grade reading 
scores, — based on vocabulary, 
comprehension and study skills 
were 1280 for Lee Central School 
| 4th graders. The statewide aver- 
| age was 1330. 


Zukowski said variations of 50 
to 60 points below the statewide 
average are considered accept- 
able, nevertheless suggest some 
students need extra help. 

The 1992 Lee score was 40 
points lower than that of 1990, 
when Lee’s performance ex- 
ceeded the state average by 10 
points. In 1988, Lee’s 4th graders 
scored 30 points below the state 
average of 1300. 

Specifically, in vocabulary the 
1992 Lee scores were 120 points 
lower than the state average: 1200 
for Lee 4th graders compared 
with a 1320 state average. 

In other subjects, with the Lee 
4th grade scores followed by the 
statewide scores: math 1300, 1330; 
science, 1290, 1330; social studies, 
1290, 1330. 

Zukowski commended the 
School Committee for backing his 
request for extra funds for the 
reading specialist. The $5,600 in 
additional money for her salary 
will be taken from a state grant 
from the Department of Educa- 
tion, he said. 


| 
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Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — As promised, the town 
has installed stop signs at either 
end of the temporary Tyringham 
Road bridge in order to make the 
one-lane structure capable of 
handling two-way traffic. 

State highway engineer Ross B. 
Dindio isn’t happy about it, how- 
ever. 

Based on safety concerns, he 
has written a letter to the Se- 
lectmen expressing his objections 
to two-way traffic. But he didn’t 
repeat an earlier threat to re- 
move the temporary bridge if the 
town installed stop signs. 

At the Selectmen’s meeting 
Monday, the board read Dindio’s 
letter but decided to leave the 
signs up. 

Selectman Martin H. Deely 
emphasized that the signs are 
temporary, until a traffic signal is 
installed over the bridge. He 
noted that residents of that area 
had been violating the one-way 
signs anyway and said it is safer 
to have the stop signs there. 

Dozens of residents of Cone 
Park, just south of the bridge, 
attended a meeting Nov. 9 to 
complain about being unable to 
go north over the bridge to Route 
102. The detour around Meadow 
Street was inconvenient, they 
said. 


fea 


Jay 


Risks Gecihed minimal 


After checking with Town 
Counsel Jerome Scully, the Se- 
lectmen agreed that the liability 
risks of allowing two-way traffic 


{ 


on the bridge are minimal and © 


authorized installation of the 
signs. 

Dindio, who worked hard to 
obtain the temporary bridge, has 
been frustrated with town offi- 
cials since then, saying that con- 
venience was not a factor when 
he was attempting to find the 
temporary bridge for the town. 


The town had asked for his ‘ 


help to accommodate heavy ve- 
hicles that had been banned from 
the old bridge underneath, which 
has posted weight limit of 7 tons: 


Safety, not convenience, was 
the main consideration in in- 
Stalling the temporary span, he 
said. 


In his letter, Dindio stated that 
the final decision to allow two- 
way traffic is the town’s, even 
though he strongly objects. 


Simply because the liability 
risks are minimal, he wrote, “is 
not a reason to put drivers in a 
potentially serious safety condi- 
tion. The potential for a serious 
accident, such as a head-on col- 
lision, is only enhanced by allow- 
ing two-way traffic over a one- 
lane bridge.” 


The potential also exists for an 
accident,. he said, if one or more 
vehicles must back up after hay- 
ing proceeded onto the bridge 
and meeting an oncoming car. 

Dindio said that work is pro- 
ceeding to install a traffic light at 
the bridge and that utility poles 
are about to be installed there. 

In a related matter, he said he 
had received a state report indi- 
cating that the weight-limit post- 
ing on the original 7-ton bridge 
Should be lowered. He did not 
specify what the new weight limit 
might be. 

However, because the tempo- 
rary span has been installed, the 
weight limit is no longer signifi- 
cant. 

The state plans to leave the 
temporary bridge in place until 
the original one can be replaced 
in late 1993 or early 1994. 


Nina M. Cpl tal Ax 

LEE — Mrs. Nina Gore, 91, 
of 75 Laurel St. died yesterday at 
Berkshire Medical Center. 

Born in Greenfield on July 18, 
1901, the daughter of George and 
Stella Carey Fish, she attended 
school there. She moved to Pitts- 
field as a teen-ager. 

In her early 20s, Mrs. Gore 
moved to Bridgeport, Conn., 
where she worked for GE. She 
moved to Manchester, Conn., in 
1941, and returned to Pittsfield in 
1948, joining Eaton Paper Co. She 
moved to Becket in 1949 and to 
Lee in 1961. 

Mrs. Gore was a charter mem- 
ber and treasurer of the Lee 
Golden Agers. 

Her husband, David Gore, 
whom she married Sept. 27, 1926, 
died April 3, 1989. 

She leaves a son, Richard E. 
Gore Sr. of Lee, three grand- 
ehildren and five great- 
grandchildren. 


The funeral will be tomorrow at . 


1 at Kelly Funeral Home with the 
Rev. Mary Moschella, pastor of 
First Congregational Church, of- 
ficiating. Burial will be in Fair- 
mount Cemetery. 

There will be no calling hours. 

Memorial donations may be 
made to the Visiting Nurse Asso- 
ciation through the funeral home. 
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schools. 


rintendent Henry T. Zukowski, backed by the cooking 
in of his wife, Joan, greeted more than 100 guests at the 
Greenock Country Club at the Superintendent’s Appreciation 
Luncheon, an event he holds each year for people he wants to 
thank. He invites the people and pays for the food, which Joan 

cooking last Friday, he said. ' 
Weeds, pari gisiretors, town officials, School Committee 
members and others closely and loosely associated with the 
school lined up for some of Joan Zukowski’s meatballs, chicken 
wings, broccoli casserole, kielbasa, au gratin potatoes, cold cuts 


and accompaniments. 


my appreciation.” 
Home economics teacher 


dinner for her family. 


Clarke Court opening moved to Jan. 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The Lee Housing Au- 
thority has once again pushed 
back the occupancy date for the 
Clarke Court housing project be- 
cause the town gas inspector has 
not given his stamp of approval to 
the project. 

January is now the realistic 
opening date, according to offi- 
cials. 

The gas inspection is the last 
remaining approval needed be- 
fore Building Inspector Robert W. 
Lester can issue a certificate of 
occupancy. 

But housing authority Chairman 
Rita Perry said Wednesday that 
the board met Tuesday and that 


ylar 
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Superintendent Hank 
says thanks with a feast 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


le who in 
LEE — Hank gave thanks yesterday to all the peop 
one way or another are helpful to the superintendent of 


i 6 ” sai ki as 

“They're nice people, they’re good to me, said Zukows é 
he watched his guests dining at three long tables. “{Their] 
doing their jobs makes my job easier, and I feel they deserve 


Joan Zukowski, formerly a home economics teacher in the 
Lee schools, said she gets started with ee Saini early and is 
nized, so she enjoys the annual even : 
eThic gives me a i to cook all the stuff I like that he 
won't eat,” she said, referring to her husband, who is known 
around town for his strict diet of junk food and candy. 
“J eat the cold cuts,” he said, waving away the spread Joan 
had laid out. “I don’t like any of this stuff.” mh 
Today, Joan Zukowski said, she’ll be cooking Thanksgiving 


bg’ 
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“all the problems seem to be 
solved.” 

She said Gas Inspector William 
Miller has agreed to sign off on 
the project once a furnace in one 
of the apartments is modified. 
Ventilation systems will also be 
improved. 


January occupancy 


The project, with 16 apartments 
in eight duplex houses, will be 
ready for occupancy in January, 
Perry said. 


Housing authority director Wil- 
liam J. Maroney had once pre- 
dicted the development would be 
ready for occupancy in October. 
But Perry said that date was op- 
timistic, because there are some 


| 
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499 Lalibe 
toy fund \ 
is under 


| LEE — The Edward Laliberte 
Toy Fund has started its 1992 
|Christmas Toy Fund Drive, the 
organizers of the fund have an- 
| nounced. 
| This year’s goal is $4,000. The 
toy fund is open to children in 
Lee, South Lee, Lenox Dale and 
| Tyringham, up to age 10. 

The toy fund was founded in 
‘ 1958 by the late Edward Laliberte, 
a longtime Lee police officer, and 
is carried on by the Lee Police 
Association. 

The fund provides toys for 
parents of disadvantaged chil- 
dren who might not otherwise 
receive toys at Christmas time. 

Applications and donations may 
be left at the Town of Lee dis- 
patch center, mailed to Post Of- 
fice Box 655 in Lee, or given to 


¢ any Lee police officer. 


The application deadline is 
Sunday, Dec. 6, and toys will be 
distributed from the Airoldi 
Building on Saturday, Dec. 19. 
Those receiving toys will be noti- 
fied by mail of the time of pickup. 
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Lee, has joined Einhorn Yaffee 
Prescott, Architecture and Engi- 
neering, at its home office in 
Albany, N.Y., as a project archi- 
tect. A resident of Clifton Park, 
N.Y., and a graduate of State 
University of New York at Buf- 
falo, she is working on a project 
at Siena College in Loudonville, 
N.Y. The architectural firm also 
has offices in Washington, D.C., 
White Plains, N.Y., and Prince- 
ton, N.J. It has received national 
awards for design excellence. 


91199 Pay 


\ 


final improvements needed at the 


property. 

Meanwhile, 16 families have 
been selected to move into the 
development, which is geared 


toward low-income families who 
will pay rent based on their in- 


The state Executive Office of 
Communities and Development 
has funded the $1.3 million con- 
struction project, which is being 
administered by the Berkshire 
County Regional Housing Au- 
thority. Once the project is com- 
pleted, the BCRHA will turn the 
project over to the Lee Housing 
Authority, which will manage the 
property. 
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4 Nthough the remark was not 


of complaint from Dorothy 
Castronova, Town Administrator 
Frank Abbondanzio recommended 
at the Nov. 23 selectmen’s meet- 
ing that the board implement a 
policy discouraging profanity at 
board meetings. 

Although the off-color remark 
Selectman John DeVarennes 
made during a recent meeting 
could not be considered sexual 
harassment, Abbondanzio said, it 
should not be accepted. 


sexual harassment,” Abbondanzio 
said, “I recommend that the board 
adopt a policy that board mem- 
bers and anyone else at the meet- 
ings refrain from that type of lan- 


Castronova asked the select- 
men to write a letter of reprimand 
to DeVarennes, as she has asked 
repeatedly at recent meetings, but 
the board declined, saying 
DeVarennes apologized for the 
remark as soon as he said it. 


School Study Adds Members 


LEE — The three-member Re- 
gional School Study Committee 
will include School Committee 
Chairman Carol E. LePrevost, 


| Jean Davidson and Charles A. 


Reynolds, Superintendent Henry 
Zukowski said. 

The committee, which was 
formed with authorization gained 
at an October special town meet- 


Atan Oct. 30 special town meet- 
ing, Lenox voters decided not to 
form asimilar regional study com- 
mittee, but Zukowski said that 
will have no effect on the Lee 
committee’s work. : 

Lenox, Tyringham and Rich- 
mondare the towns that have been 
most commonly mentioned as pos- 
sible towns with which the Lee 


| OAei LEE — A new budget system 
will give town representatives 

' O§ gore detailed information about 

pp eae they are voting for, Town 

Administrator Frank Abbondanzio 

> said. 

, & or The town is converting its ac- 


| 


| —~ ggunting to the computerized Uni- 
=> form Municipal Accounting Sys- 


0. PP 
Stee Adopts New Budget System 


tem or UMAS, which will provide 
More specific information about 
where allocated funds will be 
spent. 

The conversion to UMAS 
should be complete for the budget 
after next, Abbondanzio said, as 
work on the FY ’94 budget has 
already started. 


MARY PULERI 


——Mrs. Mary Puleri, 88, of 18 
theo ‘Av. died Nov. 19 at Berkshire 
ical Center. j 
Meche was born in Canicatti, Italy, on 
Sept. 10, 1904, daughter of se 
— and Josephine (Cuva) Corseri an 
—— moved to Pittsfield in 1919. i 
S—— A communicant of St. Mary’s 
Church and a member of the Lee 
SS Sons of Italy, Mrs. Puleri had lived in 
i ince 1923. ; 
| Re oa husband, Frank Puleri, whom 
Q) she married April 24, 1921, died Sept. 
971. 
7 'she leaves five sons, Angelo Fi; 
Oieet F., Louis R. and Francis R. 
> Puleri, all of Lee, and James J. Puleri 
= of Leesburg, Fla.; three daughters, 
» Sarah M. McCollum and Mary A. 
Lovato, both of Summerfield, and 
Josephine M. Akey of Lee; a brother, 
Richard Corseriof Pittsfield, 24 grand- 
children and 20 great-grandchildren. 
The funeral was Nov. 23 from Kelly 
Funeral Home with a Liturgy of Chris- 
tian Burial celebrated at St. Mary's 
—>~Church. Burial was in St. Mary’s Cem- 
tery. ; 
» lemorial donations may be made 
S to e Massachusetts Spina Bifida 
e Association, 39 Westland Terrace, 
| averhill, MA 01830, or in care of the 
funeral home. , 
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Cable Group 
To Meet Less 


GREAT BARRINGTON 
— The Four Town Cable 
Committee has announced 
that starting with its Thurs- 
day, Feb. 4 meeting, it will 
meet quarterly, not monthly 
as it had in the past. The 
February meeting is sched- 
uled for7 p.m. in Stockbridge. 
The committee repre- 
sents Great Barrington, Lee, 
Lenox and Stockbridge. In 
August, it completed two 
years of negotiations with 
‘Century Berkshire Cable of 
Lee for the renewal of a 10- 
year cable television contract 
in those towns. : 
Among the highligh 
in the contract, Century 
Cable agreed to provide 
$140,000 for new public ac- 
cess facilities in South 
County, the extension of 
cable service to all homes by 
the endof 1995 and expanded 
:-|- business hours at Century 
Cable’s Lee office. ; 


ing, will look into the possibility 4 8 hope pe in, 
elect raioaalinatons ] Lub AD hie Wi i, 


and Pleasant Street. 


alcohol free entertainment. 


will be spent. 


already started. 


County 
Found Ravaged . 


By Age, 


LEE — For six months, the 

- Tyringham Road Bridge has been 
Lee’s worst nightmare, but Lee is 
not suffering alone. Bridges are 
getting old all over the county, and 
according to District Highway 
Engineer Ross Dindio, there is a 
Tyringham bridge in most towns. 

Bridge disasters in Connecti- 
cut and New York in the early 
1980s forced the eountry to stop 
and look closely at bridge infra- 
structure for the first time. After 
two interstate bridges collapsed 
(the Mianus Bridge in Connecti- 
cutand the Schoharie River Bridge 
in New York) state and federal 
governments finally began to take 
bridges seriously. 

“You’ve got to understand,” 
Dindio said, “that when a road 
fails it’s a pot hole, but when a 
bridge fails it’s a catastrophe.” 

From 1989 to 1991, the state 
highway department's advertised 
highway projects practically 


Lee Approves New Dance Club 


LEE — The selectmen approved the liquor license applica- 
tion on Nov. 23 for a new dance club, which will open on Route 102 


Lee Gets New Budget System 


LEE — A new budget system will give town representatives 
more detailed information about what they are voting for, Tow 
Administrator Frank Abbondanzio said. 

The town is converting its accounting to the computerized," 
Uniform Municipal Accounting System or UMAS, which will 
provide more specific information about where allocated funds 


The club owner, Alan Deutsch of Lanesborough, told the 
board that the club will feature the same 1950s style music that 
is featured in his Lanesborough club, which goes by the same 
name.Deutsch said the planning board and the town building ~ 
inspector have both approved the club’s parking and floor plans. 
The club will have an occupancy limit of 150 people. 

Since it will be in an industrial zone on the outskirts of town, 
Coasters will have more than enough parking, Deutsch said. 
Parking is a constant problem for Lee establishments that lie in 
the middle of town. Deutsch said he plans to offer ‘teen nights’ at 
the club during school vacations to allow minors to come for 


The conversion to UMAS should be complete for the budget~ 
after next, Abbondanzio said, as work on the FY 94 budget has 


Bridges 


Neglect 
beck freed F] Met, 


doubled, increasing from $431 
million for the combined years of 
1989 and 1990, to $406 million in 
1991 alone. 

Highway department spokes- 
person Jodi D’Urso said the 
amount will exceed $400 million 
again this year, reflecting an in- 
creasing need for bridge and road 
work. 

Although these numbers rep- 
resent all highway projects, not 
just bridge projects, a portion of 
the money is concentrated on 
bridge work, and as the total in- 
creases, the bridge budget also 
increases. 

In 1991, $760,435.50 of the 
approximately $8 million in state 
funds spent on highway projects 
in southern Berkshire County 
went to bridge work. This does not 
include the federal funding that 

goes to bridge work. 

Usually, D’Urso said, if the 
state pays 30 percent ofthe bridge 


Continued on A11 
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For Tyringham Road Bridge 


By Suzanne King 


LEE — The selectmen received 
the letter they had been waiting 
for from District Highway Engi- 
neer Ross Dindio and, despite his 
advice, agreed to continue allow- 
ing two-way traffic on the one- 
lane Tyringham Road bridge. 

Dispelling speculation that 
Dindio might have the longsought 
after temporary bridge removed, 
the letter said the state-owned 
“acrow” bridge will remain in place 


“as long as the town deems it nec- 
essary” even if two-way traffic is 
allowed. 

Dindio had reportedly threat- 
ened té have the bridge pulled out 
ifthe selectmen voted to allow two- 
way traffic, which they did at the 
beginning of the month, after re- 
ceiving a 98-signature petition. 

Strongly Discouraged 

Although Dindio strongly dis- 
couraged two-way traffic on the 
one-way bridge, the selectmen 
agreed to stick with their decision 


Lee 4th Graders Test 


Below Stat 
Berk fecotel £) 


LEE — Fourth graders scored 
below the state average in a recent 
curriculum evaluation test, 
prompting the school superinten- 
dent to recommend that a reading 
specialist be assigned to the class. 

While pointing out that only a 
sample of the district’s fourth grad- 
ers were tested, Superintendent 
Henry Zukowski said the low test 
scores indicate that at least some 
of the students need extra atten- 
tion. 

“There is no doubt in my mind 
that many of these students need 
additional assistance and tutorial 
work,” Zukowski told the school 
committee on Nov. 19.“We want to 
start working to remedy these 
problems as quickly as possible.” 

Zukowski said a reading spe- 
cialist will be assigned to work 
with the students, now fifth grad- 
ers, who scored poorly on the Mas- 
sachusetts Educational Assess- 


ment Program exam. 
Between 60 and 75 students 
% 


Continued from Al 


for the state; and science and so- 
cial studies were both 1290, com- 
pared to the state average, 1330. 

Several of the school committee 
members said a few bad scores 
could throw off the whole group, 
and warned against labeling this 
particular class. 


Skew the System 
“A few very poor scores would 


' skew the whole system,” commit- 
‘ tee member GaryNorton said. “The 


grade as a whole is probably no « 
different than other grades. We 
shouldn’t label this class as a ‘bad 
grade’ (because of these test 
scores).” 


verage 


1/82/92. 


from each of three grade levels 
(fourth, eighth and twelfth) were 
tested last year to evaluate the 
district’s curricula. j 

Theassessment program, which 
was established in 1985 to help 
improve public education in the 
Commonwealth, compares the per- 
formances of students from eco- 
nomically similar communities 
around the state. For the first time 
this year students answered open 
ended and essay questions on the 
exam, in addition to the traditional 
multiple choice questions. 

In reading, math, science and 
social studies, Central School 
fourth graders received test scores... 
that were often well below the state 
average. In the same subject ar- 
eas; the eighth and twelfth grad- 
ers’ scores were either above or 
consistent with the state averages. 

The fourth graders’ average to- 
tal reading score was 1280, com- 
pared to the state average of 1330; 
math was 1300, compared to 1330 
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to allow it until a traffic light is 
installed. 

“The board’s decision . . . has 
failed to consider the many factors 
which surround the bridge,” Dindio 
wrote. “Tyringham Roadis a town 
road. The bridge is the town’s and, 
therefore, the responsibility is 
yours.” 


The letter added that the | 


bridge’s seven-ton rating, which 
has caused havoc for the towns of 
Lee and Tyringham during recent 
months, will be dropped even more 
as a result of the most recent state 
evaluation of the bridge, which 
was completed this fall. 

Dindio did not say what the 
new rating is. 

The board agreed to write 
Dindio thanking him for his help 
with the bridge. 

“Ross (Dindio) has gotten an 
awful lot of heat over this matter,” 
Selectman Martin Deely said, 
“which is really unfair. I hope we 


could draft a letter thanking him 


from the bottom of our hearts.” 


Meadow Street Bridge 

In related business, the select- 
men heard that after the South- 
east Pipeline Company’s work in- 
stalling a gas pipeline is complete, 
the company will leave the tempo- 
rary supports it has installed un- 
der the Meadow Street bridge. 

The Meadow Street bridge, near 
the Oak and Spruce resort, was 
the proposed detour for north- 
bound traffic when the Tyri ngham 
Road bridge was one way. 

The Southeast Pipeline Com- 
pany installed the supports so its 
heavy trucks could use the Meadow 


_ | Rita Bissell'to 


LEE — Louis F. Bissell of 
Railroad Street and Mr. and Mrs. 
Louis Failla of Fairview Street 
announce the engagement of 
their daughter, Rita Marceline 
Bissell of 9 Bradley St., to Rand- 
all Todd Palmer Sr., also of 9 
Bradley St. He is the son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Richard Palmer Sr. of 20 


, Summer St. 


A Feb. 6 wedding is planned in 


BS 
big. Pele, Wie 
ie ills al LH Palmer 


Miss Bissell is a teacher assis- 
tant at Lee Central School. She 
graduated in 1986 from Lee High 
School and in 1990 from Westfield 
State College. 


Mr. Palmer is a carpenter with 
R.A. Palmer Sr. Carpentry. He 
graduated from Lee High School 
in 1983 and served in the Navy for 
three years, with 114 years of sea 


School Psychologist Warren 
Reynolds also warned that the 
scores should not be taken liter- 
ally because only a portion of stu- 
dents were tested. 

“It’s important not to be totally 
elated over high scores,” Reynolds 
said, “or to go and make rashjudg- 
ments on any low scores.” 

The eighth grade results 
showed a total average reading 
score of 1430 in Lee, compared to 
the state’s 1330; math, 1340 was 
the same as the state average; 
science was 1470, compared to the 
state’s 1340; and social studies 
was 1350, compared to the state’s 
1320. 

The twelfth graders tested on 


St. Mary’s Church. 


reading received 1420, compared 
to the state average of 1320; in 
math they received 1440, com- 
pared to the state’s 1320; in sci- 
ence they received 1370, compared 
to the state’s 1320; and in social 
studies the twelfth graders’ score 
was 1390, compared to the state 
average, 1310. \ 


Homework 

The test also showed that 22 
percent of the Lee fourth graders 
usually have no homework, com- 
pared to four percent in the rest of 
the state. 

“Nationally,” the test results 
report, “average proficiencies tend 
to be higher for fourth graders 
who reported doing an hour of 
homework-each day.” 

Lee eighth and twelfth graders 
are doing approximately thesame 


duty. . 
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Lee Fourth Graders Fall Below State Level 


amount of homework as students 
at the same grade level in the rest 
of the state. 

According to the test results, 
54 percent of the eighth graders 
in Lee spend an hour on home- 
work each night. On average, 45 
percent of eighth graders in the 
state spend that much time. Only 
two percent of the eighth graders 
said they did not have or did not 
do homework, compared to six 
percent in the state. 

Among the twelfth graders 
tested, 68 percent said they spend 
an hourorless on homework, com- 
pared to 59 percent in the rest of 
the state. 25 percent of the Lee 
seniors said they spend between 
one and two hours on homework, 
while 27 percent gave that an- 
swer in the rest of the state. 
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Lee school group 
considers marketing 
for school choice 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The School Committee 
at its meeting tomorrow night will 
| decide whether to hire a public 

relations and marketing firm to 

generate interest among students 

who might be shopping for a 

school in the era of school choice. 

Whatever the pros and cons of 

the controversial idea, the matter 

just might be decided by money. 

It will be up to School Superin- 
| tendent Henry T. Zukowski to 

recommend whether the commit- 
| tee should vote to pay for such an 
| undertaking. 

Zukowski said last night that 
| the schools don’t have much extra 
| money these days, particularly 
| since he recently encountered 

about $75,000 in unforeseen spe- 

cial education costs. He has 
| dipped into school choice funds 
to meet those expenses, he said. 

He said he is reluctant to rec- 
ommend that school choice 
| money be spent in such a man- 
| ner, especially because he has 

received a lot of negative feed- 
| back about hiring an outside firm 
| to publicize the schools. And state 

money recently granted has cer- 
| tain spending restrictions at- 
| tached, he said. 
} 


School board issue 


Meanwhile, the School Com- 

mittee has discussed the issue on 
| several occasions. 
| Board member Gary Norton, 
_ who raised the suggestion in the 
| first place, has not changed his 
| mind. 

“It started out as sort of a lark,” 
| he said. “I’m really anti-school- 
choice. I think it’s an elitist law; 
the way it’s written it just deci- 
| mates school systems like. Pitts- 
field’s. I thought, if the governor 
| is doing this, we might as well get 
| into marketing.” 
| Routine state evaluations, Nor- 
| ton said, only examine basic ed- 
ucational programs. 
| “J don’t think it encompasses 
| all the school has to offer,” he 
said. 

Lee is known for its exceptional 
athletic teams and vocational 
programs, but that’s not. all the 
schools offer, he said. The 
above 2 aptitude test results are 


above average, and Lee High of- 
\fers a number of advanced 
| placement classes not available 
‘in other schools. There is a 
French and Spanish teacher for 
| elementary pupils and a reading 
| specialist for the elementary and 
| middle grades. 


Yet, even some Otis pupils who . 


once attended the Lee schools 
‘have left for the Berkshire Hills 
Regional School District. 

“The perception was that 
| Monument Mountain is as good or 
better than Lee,” Norton said. “I 
| think maybe we’re better.” 

| He said he believes a market- 
\ing study would give the commu- 
nity “an objective view of our 
\ 


assets and liabilities within the 
school system.” 

The cost would be, minimal — 
around $17,000 — compared with 
the $4 million annual budget, and 
if the school system gained four 
students, the department would 
“break even.” Local industry 
might be persuaded to help pay 
the bill, he added. 

“J think we have to take a look 
at the money versus the benefits,” 
he said. 

But Norton’s view is balanced 
by some other factors: first, the 
money situation; second, the Lee 
schools gained 37 students 
through school choice this year, 
and third, the Lee schools may 
have the resources to do their 
own publicity, though not on the 
scale of an outside company. 


LePrevost is against 


School Committee Chairman 
Carol E. LePrevost said she has 
listened to the arguments for and 
against, and has decided she 
doesn’t favor spending school 
money on marketing and public 
relations. 

“Most members are in favor of 
it. I just don’t happen to be one,” 
she said. “I can see doing a bro- 
chure, but that could be done 
within the school system. I just 
don’t see the need for it.... I'd 
rather spend the money on edu- 
cational things for the kids.” 

She said that the schools have 
the tools to do a lot of publicity. 
and that it’s just a matter of del- 
egating the jobs or finding volun- 
teers to organize the efforts. 

Zukowski said he’s reluctant to 
dip into school choice money for 
public relations expenses and 
would like to explore ways to use 
existing resources. 


| 


Lee store 
tool heist 


Dah fyi 
pies coats 
bulging, calls police 


By Ellen G, Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


derailed nop, 


LEE — Police arrested two men who 
allegedly walked into the Dresser-Hull 
Co. on Saturday morning while sales 
clerks were busy, used wire cutters to 
break through security cables and 
walked out of the building supply store 
with $1,300 worth of power tools under 
their coats. 


The men left in a car driven by an 
elderly woman, but not before a suspi- 
cious store clerk took down the license 
plate number, said police and store 
personnel. 


Police were alerted, and about a half- 
hour later a patrolling Lenox police of- 
ficer spotted the car in Lenox and 
pulled it over, derailing the heist. 


3 arrested 


Lenox Police Officers William Fuore 
and Timothy Sheehan charged the two 
men, Robert J. Berthiaume, 37, and Wil- 
liam F. DiCarlo, 41, both of 38 Sibley St., 
Pittsfield, with receiving stolen property 
over $250. They also charged Mary (ee 
Kearns, 68, also of 38 Sibley St., with 
driving with a suspended license. Lee 
Police Officer Henry Smachetti lodged 
charges of larceny over $250 against all 
three suspects. 


The men were held on $500 bail each 
in the Lenox Police lockup. Kearns was 
released on personal recognizance, 

All three will be arraigned this morn- 
ing in Southern Berkshire District Court 
in Great Barrington, Sheehan said yes- 
terday. 

Sheehan said the car was spotted on 
East Street in Lenox, and that the driver 
tried to elude the officer by turning right 
onto Bentrup Court, which is a dead 
end. After police inquired about the 
contents of the trunk, the suspects told 
police the lock mechanism was broken. 

The officers suggested that a locksmith 
could come to open it, and the suspects 
then agreed to open the trunk. Inside, 


police found the tools: Two Makita 
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er drills, a Makita recipro- 
out saw and a Bostitch finish’ 
r 
are Officer John Farina, who 
was also involved in the case, | 
said Saturday’s incident was sim- 
ilar to others at area hardware 
stores, where tools are being sto- 
len with increasing frequency. 
Richard Shields, who owns the 
Railroad Street building supply 
company, said yesterday that he 
decided last summer to use Ca- 
bles to secure the power tool 
displays, which are in the back of 
the store, after someone stole 
about $2,000 worth of tools one 
day. In that case, the culprits 
were never caught, he said. | 


Busy Saturday 


Shields said that on Saturday, 
the store was busy between ll 
a.m. and noon, and store clerks 
were tied up with customers. 
When the two men had started to 
leave the store, clerk Robert 
Clark noticed them and asked 
them if they needed help. 

One of the men replied, “You 
don’t have the lumber we want. 

Shields said that was odd, be- 
cause they hadn't been helped by 
a sales clerk. 

Clark said that as the men 
walked out, he noticed their 
bulging winter jackets. While an- 
other worker took down the li- 
cense plate, Clark went back into 
the store and discovered the tools 
missing and the cables cut. — 

Clark called the Lee Police at 
11:26 a.m., and Shields called the 
state police at the Lee barracks. 

A Lee police officer came to the 
store and picked up the two em- 
ployees, so they could identify the 

spects. 

 ihark said in the last eight to 10 
months he’s been more con- 
cerned about shoplifters. In this 
case, he said, “it was a planned 
operation. It wasn’t an impulse 
thing.” 

“Jt’s just amazing they would 
come in with wire cutters,” said 
Shields. “People are rather bra- 
zen today.” 
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Lee board votes 4-2 


against hiring PR firm 


By D.R. Bahiman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Deciding that it does 
not need professional help in 
touting the virtues of Lee’s 
schools to students who might be 
looking for a change, the School 
Committee decided last night to 
handle public relations “in 
house” for now. 

On a 42 vote, the committee 
went along with Superintendent 
of Schools Henry T. Zukowski’s 
recommendation against hiring a 
public relations and marketing 
firm to generate interest among 
students who might be shopping 
for a school in the era of school 
choice. 


Lee Invests Sc ool-Choice Funds 


LEE — On the recommenda- 
tion of Superintendent Henry 
Zukowski, the school committee 
voted on Dec. 1 to spend the last of 
the district’s school choice money 
on some unexpected special edu- 
cation costs. 

With a four to one vote, the 
board earmarked the approxi- 
mately $75,000 that remains of 
the school choice aid to pay for 
additional costsincurred this year 
because the district has more spe- 
cial education students than it 
budgeted for. 

Zukowski said the additional 
special education costs were com- 
pletely unpredictable. 

The district received $117,000 
in school choice money from the 
state this year for students who 
came to Lee schools without Chap- 
ter 70 aid. According to Zukowski 
the district has already spent ap- 
proximately $40,000 of the money 
on carpeting several classrooms 
and offices and on installing new 
flooring in the Hyde Wing of the 
Central School. 


School cori:mittee member Gary 
Norton voted against the alloca- 


\ tion, saying the district should not 


start relying on school choice funds 
to pay for expenses that will occur 


| whether or not the district takes 


in school choice.students. 


“We're only a stone’s throw 
away from somebody saying, let’s 
use school choice money for heat,” 
Norton said. “Then you're only a 


ucation Programs 


aS. 


stone’s throw away from antici- 
pating school choice funds in the 
budget.” 

Norton argued that school 
choice funds should be made avail- 
able to relieve any stress that the 
increasing number of choice stu- 
dents are adding to the system. 

Other school committee mem- 
bers said using the money for the 
special education costs was a 
chance to save the town some 
money. 

“I would have a problem with 
this if it were going to be every 
year,” said Roland Besaw. “But, in 
these fiscal times, I think it would 

be good for the town if we didn’t 
have to ask for additional funds.” 


Chairman Carol LePrevost said 
the board could not “have money 
sitting there in school choice and 
then go and ask the town for addi- 
tional money.” 

Zukowski said he would have to 
ask the selectmen to call a special 
town meeting so the money could 
be allocated if the school commit- 
tee had not agreed to use the school 
choice funds to pay the additional 
special education costs. 


Town Representative Charles 
O'Neill told the board that town 
representatives would not belikely 
to vote for such an expenditure. 

“If you go to the town for $75,000 
when you have school choice money 
available,” O'Neill said, “you’re 
going to be turned down. The aver- 
age representative is not looking 
at school choice money as any- 
thing other than money.” 


‘Excellent rapport’ 


Zukowski said 
trict has 


the school dis- | 


“developed excellent 


rapport” with news organizations 
in the county and keeps in fre- 
quent contact with them. 

He also pledged to make full 
use of resources that the school 


to their clients. 
“As strongly as 


to the sense in 


system already has. Indeed, he 
said he has already begun con- 
tacting real estate agents with an 
offer to provide detailed infor- 
mation about the town’s schools 


I was for [hiring 


a professional firm], I acquiesce 


the community 


that we don’t need one,” said 
School Committee member Ed- 


ward M. Lahey. 


But committee member Gary 
Norton, who with Judith Olds 
voted against acceptance of Zu-| 
kowski’s recommendation, called | 
the decision “shortsighted and ill- | | 


advised.” 


| | 


Norton, a vocal opponent of the 
state’s school choice law, said 


that because the 


law tends to pit 


school districts against one an- | 
other in a competition for stu- | 
dents, Lee should compete ag- | 


gressively. 
“If we’re going 


to have to do it, 


we might as well be good at it,” 


he said. 


Norton also asserted that the | 
task of promotion is best left to 


professionals. 


“To suggest that amateurs can 


do the same job 


of marketing as 


professionals does not follow 


logic,” he said. 


Olds agreed, saying that she is | 
troubled that school administra- 


tors will “try to accomplish a feat | 


‘that they’re not trained to do.” 
School Committee Chairman 


Carol LePrevost, 


however, said 


the vast majority of the people 


ceneenteesgeetteeeee ee el 


Mark and Pamela La Rose 
| Winters of Lee, a daughter, 
Josephine Pearl, Nov. 23./a/2 (¢2 


i ; ENSLL lal? >- 
Holiday coricert slate 


LEE — The Lee Library has 
announced a free Christmas con- 


| cert on Tuesday, Dec. 8, at 7 p.m. 


by the St. George’s Junior Bell 
Choir. 


The concert is sponsored by the 


| library for town residents and 


patrons of the library. Refresh- 
ments will be served after the 


| performance. 


6b.€44f2 j2Al/a/qa 
South Lee bhuvck ca 


Christmas bazaar 


LEE — Church of the Good 
| Shepherd on Main Street, South 
| Lee, will hold its annual Christ- 

mas bazaar Saturday, Dec. 5, from 

10 to 2. A lunch of homemade 

soup and sandwiches will be 

served from 11:30 to 1. 

Featured at the bazaar will be 
handmade craft and gift items 
Christmas decorations, greens 
knitted articles and homemadc 
Jams, relishes and baked goods. 
Anyone wishing to order baked 
goods ahead of time may do so by 
calling 243-2340 or 243-0279. 

_A cookbook made up of genera- 
tions of recipes gathered from 
church members and other area 
residents will be available. 

Proceeds from the sale will 
benefit the Episcopal Church 


treasury and the Good Shep- 
herd’s fuel fund. 


she has talked with about the 
proposal “are dead set. against 


ite 


When he first raised the issue, 
which he admitted he did as “sort 
of a lark,” Norton estimated that 
the cost of a professionally pro- 
duced marketing campaign would 


be about $17,000, 


a sum that 


would be entirely recouped if the 
school system gained four stu- 


dents. 


However, others have argued 
that the district cannot afford to 
spend the money and that Lee 
gained 37 students:through school 
choice this year. 


Charles O’Neil, a town repre- 
sentative who frequently attends 
School Committee meetings, said 
many people he has talked with 


believe that school 


officials 


should stick to the business of 
education. 


“They’re saying, ‘Are they run- 


ning a meat market up there?’” 
O’Neil said. 


School board member David K. 


Chivers said that, while hiring a 
professional firm might not be 
the best thing to do now, it was 
appropriate to raise the issue. 


“J think this should be evalu- 


ated again in the future, and I 
look forward to that discussion,” 
Chivers said. 


Choice funds 


In other action last night, the 
committee authorized Zukowski 


| 
| 


to 


spend about $75,000 from 


“school choice funds” — tuition 
paid to Lee by school districts © 
whose students elected to attend 
school in the town — to cover a 
shortfall in the special education 
budget line. 


Zukowski said there are more 
children in special education 
programs than he could have an- 
ticipated when he prepared the 
budget. 

While granting that Zukowski 
could not have known how many 
special education pupils there 


would be, 


Norton opposed 


spending school choice money to 
cover the shortfall. 


He argued that the district 
cannot rely on the availability of 
school choice funds and that 


sp 
tio 


ending them on special educa- 
n “is only a stone’s throw from 


spending them on an oil bill.” 

The money should go toward 
improving educational programs 
for all students, Norton said. 
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ina M. Gore 12 

LEE — Nina M. Gore, 91, of 75 


Laurel St. died Nov. 26 at Berkshire 
Medical Center. 

Born in Greenfield on 
1901, she was the daughter of 
George and Stella Carey Fish. She 
attended school in Lee and moved 
to Pittsfield as 4 teen-ager. — 

Mrs. Gore moved to Bridgeport, 
Conn., in her eatly 20s where she 
worked at General Electric. 
later moved to Manchester, Conn., 


in 1941. 


Agers. 

Her husband, 
she married Sept. 
April 3, 1989. 

Mrs. Gore leaves 4 
E. Gore Sr. of Lee; 
children; and five 
grandchildren. 

The funeral was Nov. 28 at Kelly 
Funeral Home. The Rev. Mary 
Moschella, pastor of First Congre- 
gational Church, officiated. } 

Burial followed in Fairmount 

Cemetery, Lee. 

Memorial donations may be made 
to the Visiting Nurse Association 10 
care of Kelly Funeral Home, which 
is in charge of arrangements. 


David Gore, whom 
27, 1926, died 


son, Richard 


three grand- 
great 


APRA FACT: Gust pee 


Irene Mottarella | 


| LEE — Irene M. Mottarella, 87, 
lof 41 Robert St. died Nov. 24 at | 


home. 


Born in Morbegno, Italy, on Oct. 


8, 1905, she was the daughter of 


Ramouldo and Maria Mazzoni Pes- 


catori. 


She had been a seamstress at a 


silk mill in Italy. She arrived in this 
country in 1930, settling in Lee, and 
was a housekeeper at Berkshire Hills 
North nursing home. She retired in 


1978. 


Her husband, Dominic G. Mot- 
tarella, died in 1956. 

Mrs. Mottarella leaves two sons, 
Edward and Peter Mottarella, both 
of Lee; a daughter, Mrs. Mabel 
Hurley of Lee; three 
Richard and Remo Mottarella, both 
of Lee, and Victor G. Mottarella of 
Calif.; a stepdaughter, Mrs. 
Elda Cornaggia of Lee; 
and 


Lompoc, 


children; 
grandchildren. 


The funeral was Nov. 28 from} | 


stepsons, 


21 grand- 
six great-great- | 


Kelly Funeral Home. A Liturgy of 
Christian Burial was at St. Mary’s | 


Church. 
Burial 
Cemetery. 


Memorial donations may be made 
to the Visiting Nurse Association or 
HospiceCare in the Berkshires in 


followed 


in Fairmount | | 
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are of the f : “2 
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Dorothy T. Saville 


LEE — Dorothy T. Saville, 69, of 
46 Railroad St. (Hyde Place) died 
Nov. 28 at Berkshire Medical Cen- 


Born in Wyandotte, Mich., on 
May 7, 1923, she was the daughter 
of Joseph and Stephanie Bularz 
Trela. She attended schools there. 


aged hotels in the Berkshire area. 
d to Glens Falls in 
1979, After Mr. Saville died in 1984, | 
Mrs. Saville moved to Lee. 

She was a member of the Bee 
Senior Citizens. 

Mrs. Saville leaves a son, John E. 
Saville of San Jose, Calif.; a daugh- 
ter, Mrs. Barbara A. Brennan of 
North Pole, Alaska; three brothers, 
John Trela of Lincoln Park, Mich., 
Joseph Trela of South Gate, Mich., 
and Walter Trela of Trenton, Mich.; 


Hollos 
| Helen 


Gate, 


Mary’s 


Burial 
Cemetery in Glens Falls. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial do- 
nations may be made to a charity of 


Lillian J. Sohl ja\/7 > 
LEE — Lillian J. Sohl, 85, of 18 
Bimini Lane in Bunnell, Fla., for- 
merly of 209 Housatonic St in 
Lenox, died Nov. 12 at her home. 
Born in Lee on Sept. 23, 1907, she 
was the daughter of Pliny and Eva 


May Eckert Hunt and aicenet 
schools. f iM Loy t 
Mrs. Sohl wed Lenox as a 


young woman and was a nurse spe- 


| cializing in home care. 


She was a former member of the 


Lee Grange. 

Her husband George F, Sohl Sr., 
whom she married Sept. 25, 1926, 
died in 1973. 

Mrs. Sohl leaves two sons, Pliny 
H. Sohl of Bunnell, Fla., and Char- 
les W. Sohl of Aberdeen, Md.; four 
daughters, Mrs. Dorothy M. Robin- 
ett of Albuquerque, N.M., Mrs. 
Janice L. Reynolds of Bunnell, Fla., 
Mrs. Edith -E. Lyman of Monterey, 
and Mrs. Eva H. Birkett of Becket; a 
brother, Leon Hunt of Housatonic; 
three sisters, Mrs. Doris Carmel of 
Pittsfield; Mrs. Eva M. Wheeler of 
Naples, Fla. and Mrs. Pauline 
Morehouse of South Lee; 14 grand- 
children and four great- 
grandchildren. 

The funeral will be Dec. 4 at Kelly 
Funeral Home. The Rev. John A. 


{ Beattie, pastor of the United 
Methodist Church in Lenox, will of- 
ficiate. 


Burial will follow in Mountainview 
Cemetery in Lenox. 

There will be no calling hours. 
Kelly Funeral Home is in charge of 


| arrangements. 
Mii eS SS | 


of Wyandotte, Mich., Mrs. Mary 


Hochbaum of Taylor, Mich., 


and Mrs. Ann Thomas of South 


of Anaheim; | Calif., Mrs. | 


Mich.; a stepdaughter, Mrs. 


Sharon Ladd of Fort Ann, N.Y.; a 


Mrs. Saville lived in Glens Falls, | stepson, Alexander Saville of 
N.Y., from 1945 until moving to Albany, N.Y. and_ several grand- 
Pittsfield in 1965. She and her hus- children. 
band, the late Paul B. Saville, man- | The funeral was Dec. 2 at St. 


Church. 


followed at Pine View 


the donor’s choice. Kelly Funeral 


Home 


four sisters, Bry Zasadny 


| 
| 


| 


| 
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/ 
| Food packa 
ges offered 
by Lee-based group 


is in charge of arrangements. 


LEE — The local chapter of 


Berkshire SHARE wi 
ill accept 
orders for December food pack: 
peat aie a tomorrow at St. 
e’s urch offi 30 
Beata’ ice from 9:30 
To register, one must bri 
? : ring $14 
in cash, food stamps or both 
eeen package ordered, an an- 
uncement fr i 
Soe om the organiza- 
This will be the last 
: opportu- 
nity to order food ee nk for 
December. Distribution will be on 
eae, ee 18, from 5:30 to 7 
-m. at St. George’s Ch 
ake Street. cdc 
rders for Janua i 
: ry will b 
og Friday, Dec. 18, and Mor. 
ay through Saturday (except 
holidays) until Jan. 8 from 9:30 


\ 
SQ 


~ 


~ 
b 
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[ 
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a.m. to noon at St. George’s office. @ 


Further information on 
program may be obtained ie 
calling Charlotte Davis at 243- 
1092, Gladys Shirley at 243-3035 or 
Louisa O’Brien at 243-1220. 
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Lee planners begin 
task of revising 


Betohury Eagte  /2 [3/92 


Laliberte Fund sets 
$4,000 goal for 92 


5) e LEE — The Laliberte Toy Fund = AfFriend _ } 10 
t b ] _ is soliciting donations for the 1992 Mary and Bill Davis 10 
own sa sign ) a 4 Ss | Christmas season. ; In memory of: 
3 This year’s goal is $4,000, and to —_ Ann Wolfe from Arthur Wolfe 10 
By Ellen G. Lahr That wasn’t the case a few date $230 has been donated. Sa cle ee i orl > 
Berkshire Eagle Staff months ago. The proposed bylaws The toy fund is sponsored each Myrtle Palmer ort Gisea Phair 0 


LEE — The Planning Board sat 
down Monday night and began 
revising the proposed sign bylaws 
to reflect the suggestions and 
concerns aired by business own- 
ers last week. 

The main changes in the pro- 
posal will address signs at gas 
stations, neon signs and window 
advertising. 

Gordon D. Bailey, chairman of 
the subcommittee, said last week 
that the meeting with local mer- 
chants resulted in “good ideas 
and valuable input. I think the 
business people felt they were 
heard.” 


were presented to a special town 
meeting in July, but town repre- 
sentatives rejected the measure 
after business owners complained 
that they hadn’t had the chance 
to offer suggestions. 

The Chamber of Commerce en- 
couraged its members to attend 
last week’s meeting, and about 30 
or so did. 


The revisions are intended to 
clarify and relax the existing sign 
bylaws. But business owners were 
initially leery of some of the pro- 
visions, which seemed more re- 
strictive than the current bylaws, 
which planners have regarded as 
vague. 

John Elling, owner of Elling 


_ year by the Lee Police Associa- 

| tion and is named for its founder, 

| Adelard J. “Eddie” Laliberte, a 
retired police officer who spent 
30 years on the Lee force. The 
fund provides Christmas toys to 
needy children under age 10 from 
Lee, Tyringham and Lenox Dale. 


The fund is open to all families 


who cannot afford to provide 
Christmas toys for their children. 
The deadline for applications is 
Sunday at 5 p.m. 

Requests can be made in writ- 
ing to P.O. Box 655 in Lee, but 


’ will also be accepted at the Lee 


communications switchboard in 
the basement of Town Hall. Lee 


police officers can also accept | 


Hardware, who has had dis- written requests. — 
agreements with the town build- | Donations received so far fol- 
ing inspector over signs on his low. 

windows, said that he still thinks | In lieu of cards: 

the new bylaws is far more com- secret Patricia Nigro $$ 100 
plex and restrictive than the ex- Lorraine E. Glenar rf 


isting ones, and that he plans to 
fight them. 

One provision, he said, prohib- 
its businesses from attaching fix- 
tures with moving parts to the 
outside of their buildings. Tech- 
nically, he said, that would in- 
clude the clock on his building. 

“] think they're getting carried 
away,” he said. 

Bailey said the Planning Board 
will meet with the Selectmen on 
Monday, Dec. 7, to review what 
was discussed. 

Among the suggestions business 
people made were: 

>To allow the installation of 
neon signs in store windows. The 


December 4, 1992 


My mother Myrtle Palmer, father 
Charlie, husband Ed Viner, and 
friend Liz Thorne from Dawn 5 

Emily, Lee and Edna 30 


Today's total 
Total to date $ 230 
Needed to reach goal 


———_——————————————————— 


new bylaws would have elimi- 


nated the use of neon signs. 

>To allow more than one 
business sign on any building 
more than 100 feet long. 

» To increase the amount of 


window space covered by adver- | 


tising posters beyond the 30 per- 
cent allowed by the proposed by- 
laws. 

> To reconsider the 16-square- 
foot limit for free-standing signs. 


> To allow certain businesses | 


that are not on Main Street to 
have off-premises signs directing 
traffic to their locations. i 
After the Planning Board com- 
pletes its revisions, a public 
hearing and a special town meet 
ing will be scheduled, at whic! 
town representatives will vote o} 
whether to adopt the bylaws. 


s Overnight Parking Plan for Lee 


LEE — The selectmen will al- 


“fugitive” with no place to park. 


.ee Drops Plan to 
fo Market Schools as Too Costl 


By Suzanne King 


LEE — Five months after it 
was first discussed, the Lee School 
Committee rejected a proposal to 
hire an outside public relations 
firm to market the district’s 
schools. 

The committee members voted 
four to two to support the recom- 
mendation of Superintendent 
Henry Zukowski to keep market- 
ing within the district. 

Gary Norton, who first proposed 
hiring an outside marketing firm, 
and Judith Olds voted against the 
recommendation, saying school 
administrators could not be ex- 
pected to do the work of marketing 
professionals. 

Chairman Carol LePrevost, 
Roland Besaw, Edward Lahey and 
David Chivers voted for Zukowski’s 


recommendation, saying the town 
can not afford the expense of hir- 
ing an outside firm right now. 

‘After talking to superinten- 
dents all over the country, 
Zukowski said he decided the fac- 
ulty and administration could sat- 
isfactorily market Lee schools to 
school choice students. 


“T have not found one superin- | 


tendent (in Massachusetts) who 
has a paid person to market the 
schools,” Zukowski said. 
Close Contact 
He said he will be in contact 
with every realtor in town to make 
himself available to anyone con- 
sidering moving to Lee. Zukowski 
also said he will stay in close con- 
tact with the local media, and con- 
sider publishing a monthly or bi- 
monthly newspaper with news 
from the schools. 


His apartment building does not | 
offer parking. 

The selectmen agreed, on the | 
recommendation of DPW Super- | 
intendent Peter Scolforo and Po- 
lice Chief Edward Finnegan, to | 
allow overnight parking in the 
small municipal lot. Owners must 
move their cars by 7 a.m. 


= low overnight parkingin the small ———=——— a, , ae — 

|=" municipal lot on Railroad Street, 

; Ss they said after receivinga citizen's 

r request on Nov. 30. 

a eee Peter Lilienthal, of 58 Main 

=, Street, said ina letter to the board 

= 

ins 23 a since the police have not al- 
: wed him to park in the lot near 


the Airoldi Building, he has beena 


cv 
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'90 percent of the 
people I have talked 
to are dead set 
against it. On the 
town floor the budget 
would be diminished 
by the amount of 
money (allocated for 


marketing).' 
_CAROL LEPREVOST 


— 


Supporting Zukowski’s recom- 
mendation, Lahey said he had ini- 
tially favored hiring an outside 
marketing firm, but the reaction 
from citizens caused him to change 
his mind. 

“I am acquiescing to the sense 
of the community,” Lahey said, 
“that with 37 new kids in our 
schools, we are doing well. We can 
look to opportunities within the 
district first.” 

This year Lee schools have 
gained a total of 37 students 
through school choice. The mar- 
keting idea was proposed in July 
because of the fear that school 
- choice might take students away 
from Lee. 

Besaw agreed that the district 
should wait to hire an outside mar- 
keting firm until the economy picks 


up. 

“We should save the funds in 
these tough times for the town’s 
| people,” he said. 


No Town Support 
LePrevost said she did not think 
| the the town representatives would 
\gupport a budget that included 
money for marketing. 
“90 percent of the people I have 


talked to are dead set againstit,” - 


‘LePrevost said. “On the town floor 
the budget would be diminished 
by the amount of money (allocated 
for marketing).” 

Charles O'Neill, a town repre- 
|sentative compared marketing the 
schools to a “meat market.” 


| “Whatthe hellis the school com- 
mittee doing,” hesaid. People want 
to know if the school committee 
members are “worried about edu- 
cation or are they worried about 
getting 50 more kids in the schools 
so they can paint the gym?” 

Norton said the town should 
| take advantage of the school choice 
|-system. 


“Tf we're stuck with this sys- 
tem,” he said about school choice, 
“we might as well be good at it.” 


Save Town Money 

Hiring a marketing firm, Norton 
argued, could bring the town 
money in the long run. An outside 
firm, he said, might help the dis- 
trict bring in 60 rather than just 
37 choice students. 

“To suggest the idea that ama- 
teurs can do the same job as pro- 
fessionals in marketing schools 
does not seem like a rational 
thought,” Norton said. “We didn’t 
even explore how we were going to 
fund this so I don’t know how we 
can make a decision. We may be 
costing the town to say we are not 
going to go with marketing.” 

Norton added that compared to 
the district’s more than $4 million 
| yearly budget, the few thousand 
| dollars it would cost to hire an 
outside firm is “not much.” 


“You've got to put it in perspec 
tive,” he said. 

Chivers said that although now 
is not the time for the district to 
hire an outside marketing firm, 
the proposal should be discussed 
every year. 

“J can’t believe that any idea is 
so dangerous that it can’t be dis- 
cussed,” Chivers said. “I think this 
was auseful discussion all around 
in terms of making sure the cor- 
rect image is out there. It is a 

\ discussion we should have again.” 


| 
Four Lee students rents 
going to music festival fay 8, fishing licenses 
aah Four Lee High School available in Lee 
| students h ave, been pee 0s ey eae a Town Clerk Patricia D 
assachusetts ere 
Western District Music Festival, 1993 hunting and fishin ies as 
to be held Saturday, Jan. 16, at are in as well as the 1993 duck 
he nisersity of Massachusetts, “alert and primitive atthe 
nae stamps. ms 
Cara Kremposky was acce The noe i 
into Kis district chorus ae ale oe $12.50 for a hunting of fi ne 
second consecutive year. Ch ing license ca 
for the district aaad were mG ection license cas Aad itional 
athan Cohen, trombone; Joseph | “a for the state wildlif ee oe 
Dinan, tenor saxophone; and _ ton stamp with each lic me , 
Nathan Jones, percussion. BE 1245792 a7 
Cohen was selected for the : : A 
second time and Jones was ac- 
| cepted for the third consecutive 
year, and received a recommen- 
dation to audition for All-State. 
All of the students were ac- 
cepted on the basis of their out- 
standing audition scores, an an- 
Stuer | from Lee High Maupin. 
Bic (a/S [9a-| phen ena Stee Ree 
H aurel St., Lee, Nov. 27," 
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How Berkshire Students Tested 


Grade Under 1 Level i Level 2 Level3 Level 4 


| ‘Grade 12 ea ht 
\ Berkshire Hills 
Grade 4 5% 37% 39% 15% 4% 
Grade 8 7 33 30 26 4 
| Grade 12 11 30 27 26 6 


Central Berkshire 


| 


% 


Grade 12 

im Lee (Union 29) 
Grade 4 5% 41% 42% 11% 1% 
Grade 8 4 26 36 29 5 f 


Grade 12 3 33 28 26 10 


North Adams 


Grade 4 7% 39% 37% 15% 2% 
Grade 8 8 40 30 19 R 
Grade 12 13 39 23 22 ; 


Pittstield 


Grade 4 4% . 34% 40% 20% 
Grade 8 6 37 31 22 
Grade 12 10 34 25 22 


Southern Berkshire 


Grade 4 8% 47% 32% 12% 


Grade 8 r 38 27 


N. Berkshire Union 43 


24 


Grade 4 7% 46% 37% 9% 


Grade 8 5 29 32 


McCann Tech 


25 


Grade 12 12% 46% 24% 15% 


Source: Massachusetts Department of Education 
~ “44 
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‘Laliberté Fund” 
boosts gift total 


LEE — The Laliberte Toy 
Fund, sponsored by the Lee Po- 
lice Association and named for its 
founder, Adelard J. “Eddie” 
Laliberte, has added to its total of 
gifts received. The fund is at- 
tempting to collect $4,000 for 
Christmas toys for needy children 
under the age of 10 in Lee, Tyr- 
ingham and Lenox Dale. 

Donations received since 
Thursday include: 


Merry Christmas | 


In Lieu of Cards: 
Crosby and Barbara Perry $ 20 | 
Val and Isabella Bufis 10 | 
in Memory of: 

Peter Cornaggia and Diana Mot- 

tarella from Peter and Linda 10 
Irene Mottarella from Peter and 

Linda 20 
Peter Gajewski from the Lee Sen- 

ior Club 100 
George H. Bagnaschi Jr. 25 
James F. Truden Sr. from Ship- 

ping Dept. at Country Curtains 13 
In Loving Memory James F. 

Truden St, Love daughter Mary 

and granddaughter Alyson 25 | 

Today's total $ 223 . 

Total to date $ 230 


Needed to reach goal $ 3,547 


Lee Merhihistazle (4 y | 
Mark P. and Diane M. Majcher to Wilfred J. (Ts | 


and Marie Yvonne Kergaravat, property on 
Hartwood Road, $130,500. 


Anthony J. and Lynn M. Gagliano to Robert 
and Joyce A. Parks, property on Elk Drive, 
Leisure Lee, $105,000. 


3% 
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Craig F, Walker / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


panepore plane sits ready for duty at Westover Air Force 


Lee Marine with carrier 


that will aid Somalia landings 


By Mary Grace Butler 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


“We're glued to the news 
again,” she said, just as the fam- 


LEE — When the first Marine 
units go ashore in Mogadishu, 
Somalia, early this week, one 
Berkshire County man will have 
helped the Navy get there. 

Jason S. Daoust, whose parents, 
Stan and Kathy Daoust, live in 
Lee, is a navigator aboard the 
USS Juneau, according to Kathy 
Daoust. She believes her son’s 
ship, a troop carrier with a ca- 
pacity of more than 1,000 people, 
has been dispatched across the 
Indian Ocean from Singapore to 

| assist the landings because of in- 
| formation heard in a news report 


ily was during the Persian Gulf 
crisis in 1990-91. 

Daoust’s ship was part of the 
fleet sent to the United Arab 
Emirates during that operation 
when the threat of an amphibious 
assault landing was used to divert 
attention. 


Daoust, a 1988 graduate of St. 
Joseph’s High School, where he 
was captain of the football team, 
is due to be released from the 
Navy in September 1993, his 
mother said. His wife, Darby, and | 
6-month-old daughter, Samantha 


| from California. 


ia 


ichard Beauchamp is becoming 
Re master of the understate- 
ment. 

“It has been an eventful year,” replied 
the Richmond marksman, when asked 
about reports that he has added to his 
laurels as a champion flintlock target- 
shooter. 

In the past, Beauchamp has won five 
gold medals in zone, national and in- 
ternational competitions but has failed 
to garner a medal in a world event. 
However, he remedied this deficiency in 
August at Camp Perry, Ohio, by winning 
a bronze in the 15th World Champion- 
ships of the Muzzleloaders Association 
International Committee. 

Sponsored by the committee and the 
National Rifle Association of America, 
the championships attracted 500 shoot- 
ers from 19 countries.“In addition to the 
medal, Beauchamp, who does his prac- 
tice shooting on the Lee Sportsmen’s 


Club range, was presented a certificate / 


of excellence for “superior performance 
in the art of shooting a muzzleloading 
firearm in international competition.” 

A more recent event in Beauchamp’s 
eventful year was Oct. 29 through 31, 
when he participated with his son 
Douglas of Altmar, N.Y., and two 
friends, Stan Phelps of Havre de Grace, 
Md., formerly of Pittsfield, and Jim Bona 
of Stanford, Vt., in the second annual 
Safari International Muzzleloaders Hunt 
in Kerrville, Texas. The hunt was for 
wild sheep and goats, and the Beau- 
champs, Phelps and Bona scored 
heavily. 


Using Mortimer flintlock rifles made 


by David Pedersoli of Italy and sold by 


Rose, are with the Daousts for 
the holidays. 


; Re é Our Berkshires 


Flintlocks Etc., operated by Richard 
Beauchamp and another son, Lance M. 
Beauchamp of 160 Rossiter Road, 
Richmond, they killed 13 animals. 

Richard took a first with a mouflon 
sheep, a ram, and also got a black Ha- 
waiian sheep, a Corsican sheep and an 
ibex, a Siberian goat. Jim Bona took 
second with a mouflon ram, and he also 
shot a Corsican. 

Doug Beauchamp’s bag included two 
Corsican rams, a Catalina goat and a 
mouflon. Stan Phelps took a Corsican, 
black Hawaiian and a mouflon. 

Greg Gillette of Gillette’s Taxidermy, 
Lanesboro, is making shoulder mounts 
of all the animals except the ibex, which 
will get a full mount. 
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_ Szewezak / Caldwell 


LEE..— Announcement is made 


today of the Oct. 4 wedding of 


| 


| 
| 
| 


Miss Marilyn Szewczak, daughter 
of Marjorie Szewezak of Route 102 
and the late Harry J. Szewezak, 
and Christopher Caldwell, son of 
George Caldwell of 1748 North 
28th St., Philadelphia. 

The 12:30 p.m. ceremony was 
performed by the Rev. Alison 
Stokes at the Lenox Club, where 
a reception followed. 

Mrs. Joanne Ward Mahoney was 
maid of honor, and bridesmaids 
were Mrs. Nancy Denalis Foxhall 
and Miss Edwina Ellington. 
Flower girl was Kristin Caldwell, 
the bridegroom’s daughter. 

Victor Caldwell was best man 
for his father, and Brian Whitley, 
Mark Holmes and Timothy Mont- 

mery ushered. 
et pride, 31, is marketing and 
client services director at Logan 

Persall Co. in Los Angeles. She 

graduated from Lee High School 

in 1978, and Anna Maria College 
in Paxton in 1982. ? 

Mr. Caldwell, 37, is director of 
computer and litigation support 
at Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher 
& Flomin in Los Angeles and 
graduated from Temple Univer- 
sity in Philadelphia. — d 

After a wedding trip to Pismo 
Beach, Calif., the couple are liv- 
ing at 16832 Addison St., Encino, 


Calif. 


—— ee 


ge alse 

Mary Sampietro 
is engaged to 
William Hapeman 


LEE — Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Sampietro of 1 South Forest Cir- 
cle, West Haven, Conn., announce 
the engagement of their daughter, 
Mary, to William Hapeman of 3214 
Town Walk Drive, Hampden, 
Conn. 

He is the son of Mr. and Mrs. 
Quintin Hapeman of Pine Street, 
South Lee. 

A wedding is planned for April 
30, 1993. 

Miss Sampietro is senior re- 
concilement clerk for First Fed- 
eral Bank. 

Mr. Hapeman, store night 
manager for Stop & Shop Su- 
permarkets, received a bachelor’s 
degree from the University of 
Connecticut. 


BE yor(1/ 72 e 
- Baccolis married 50 years 


| PITTSFIELD — Mr. and Mrs. 


Louis Baccoli of 14624 SW 38th 
Terrace Road, Ocala, Fla., were 
honored on their 50th wedding 
anniversary at a dinner party 
Nov. 13 in Homosassa Springs, 
Fla. 

The party was given by their 
daughter and son-in-law, Joan 
and Edward Gromatski of Ocala 
and their two grandchildren, Mrs. 


Bonnie Reynolds of Tampa, Fla., 
and Edward Gromatski Jr. of 
Tallahasee, Fla. 

The Baccolis were married 
Nov. 13, 1942, in Pittsfield. 

Mrs. Baccoli is the former 
Carmella Carrado of Lee, and Mr. 
Baccoli is a Pittsfield native. 
They were both employed by GE 
in Pittsfield and moved to Ocala 
following their retirement in 1975. 


DEP designates 
Lee waste site 
as non-priority 


LEE — The state Department 
of Environmental Protection has 
identified Kimberly-Clark Corp.’s 
Valley Mill landfill as a “non- 
priority’ hazardous waste dis- 
posal site. 

A letter from Alan Weinberg of 
the Springfield DEP office indi- 


cates that the “release of oil and- 
or hazardous materials has oc- 
curred at this location.” 

According to documents sent to 
the town, the Valley Street mill is 
described as a “waiver site,” 
which means the company can 
proceed with cleanup work with- 
out having to notify the DEP. 

Contacted at his Boston office, 
Weinberg said the low-level tox- 
icity of the site means that the 
company is expected to monitor 
the site but has several years to 
conduct a cleanup. 

Roger Wilson, Kimberly-Clark’s 
engineering manager, said last 
week the state’s classification of 
Valley Mill as a hazardous waste 
site dates back a number of years, 
to when solvents used at the film 
plant were disposed of there. The 
dump, which is near Woods Pond 
in Lenox Dale, hasn’t been used 
for many years, he said. 

“We’ve been monitoring it for 
years,” he said. “There’s no need 
to go in and clean it up right now. 
We do monitor it with test wells.” 

“Non-priority’ means that no 
current hazard is posed by the 
waste site and that cleanup re- 
quirements are minimal, accord- 


| ing to the DEP. 


Weinberg said the DEP re- 
ceives annual reports about non- 
priority sites. 
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better communication 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The Selectmen said last 
night they intend to start holding 


foster communication with town 
employees and departments. 

“I feel we're getting out of 
touch with some things that are 
going on in town,” said Selectman 
John E. DeVarennes. “We'll be 
posting some daytime meetings to 
meet with town employees to 
discuss some philosophical things 
that need to be discussed in some 
detail.” 

Selectman Martin H. Deely said 
that some “management things” 
will be discussed and that the 
board will probably not be mak- 
ing decisions at such meetings. 

But Joseph Castronova, who 
was videotaping the Seiectmen’s 
meeting for Cable Television of 
Southern Berkshire’s Channel 11, 
stepped out from behind the 
camera to lodge a concern. 

“I have no reservations about 
it, but it’s an impediment to good 
government,” he said. “People 
who work during the day can’t 
attend. It inhibits the general 
public’s accessibility to the meet- 
ings.” 

He suggested that meetings 
held in the late afternoon would 
be better. 

“We'll try to accommodate ev- 
erybody,” DeVarennes pledged. 


Using television 


In another change aimed at 
making town government more 
accessible, Deely said that the 
Selectmen should take advantage 
of the fact that their meetings are 
now televised on Channel 11. 

He suggested that the Select- 
men could use the television 
constructively by inviting town 
department heads to attend the 
Selectmen’s meetings to discuss 
their work and to take questions 
from the public about their de- 
partments. 

Castronova suggested a tele- 
vised staff meeting with all town 
employees. 

In another matter, Charles 
O’Neil, who cleans the Town Hall, 
told the Selectmen that taxpay- 
ers’ money is being wasted on an 
inefficient heating system that 
leaves some employees’ offices 
close to 90 degrees, while others 


— 


are frigid. 

Carol Marino, the Selectmen’s 
secretary, said her office is sup- 
posed to be about 62 degrees, but 
that there’s a significant “wind- 
chill factor” because of the leaky 
windows. 


The windows are scheduled to 


be replaced in January, said 
Town Administrator Frank E. 
Abbondanzio. Until the windows 
are replaced, the heating con- 
tractor doesn’t want to balance 
the heating system, he said. 


Liquor hearing 


In other business, the Select- 
men rescheduled a liquor license 
transfer hearing on the applica- 
tion of Canevari & Ranolde Inc., 


new owner of the Hoplands Res- | 


taurant in South Lee. The legal 
notice advertising the hearing 
appeared seven days rather than 
the required 10 days before last 
night’s meeting. The hearing was 
rescheduled for Dec. 21 at 7:30 
p.m. 

John Copeland addressed the 
board during the 15-minute public 
comment period and reminded 
those present that yesterday was 
the anniversary of the bombing of 
Pearl Harbor. 

Copeland said the date should 
be a reminder of why America 
went to war. But it should also be 
a time for healing and for re- 
minding people about the impor- 
tance of cultural and religious 
understanding, he said. 

“People all over the world are 
our neighbors,” he said. 


Ornament workshop 
for children tomorrow 


NORTH ADAMS — Western 
Gateway Heritage State Park will 
offer a free Kids Korner Christ- 
mas ornament-making workshop 
tomorrow for children age 9 and 
up. 
The children will make orna- 
ments out of felt and other mate- 
rials. They are being asked to 
bring snack food that will feed a 
dozen, and a small piece of 
wrapping paper. 

The workshop will meet at the 
Shippers Office of Building No. 4 
at Heritage State Park from 3:15 
to 4:15. Registration must be 
made by calling 663-6312, an an- 
nouncement from the park said. 


Photo By Rex Channell 


Back in ski competition is 22-year-old Kim Schmidi- 
nger of Lee, who had announced her retirement from 


skiing in August. f age J2-l& G = 
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Kim is back 


Schmidinger’s retirement 
from skiing is short-lived 


By Bob McDonough 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Never let it be said that Kim Schmidinger doesn’t 
admit her mistakes: 

In mid-August, tortured and frustrated by the pain in her 
injured right knee that thwarted her comeback attempt with 
the U.S. Ski Team, the 22-year-old Lee skier announced her 
retirement from competition. It was time to try something 
else. So she headed off to college in Greensboro, N.C. 

But as soon as she got there, she said, she realized she had 
made a terrible mistake. She came back to New England, and 
quietly embarked on a two-month rehabilitation program for 
her knee. Now, she’s better, she’s un-retired and she’s taking 
another crack at the U.S. Ski Team. 

“T didn’t even go to one class,” Schmidinger said of her. 
journey to the University of North Carolina at Greensboro. “I 
was down there one day, and the next day I was on my way 
back here. I just didn’t feel [college] was the right thing to do. 
It just felt wrong, and I was completely miserable.” 


Water therapy pays off 


For most of September and October, she lived with her 
grandmother in Beverly and underwent hydrotherapy three 
days a week in Lexington with therapist Igor Burdenko. That 
met with the approval of Dr. Richard Steadman, the U.S. Ski 
Team’s orthopedic surgeon, who had repaired the knee that 
Schmidinger had torn on Oct. 22, 1990. That injury had kept 
Schmidinger out of action in the 1990-91 season, and her 
sane in 1991-92 was hampered by continuing pain in the 

ee. 

With the water therapy, which included stretching exercises 
with stretch cords and tubing while immersed in water, “my 
knee felt better and better, and I got a lot stronger,” 
Schmidinger said. She started running, and reported to ski 
training camp in Utah in October, skiing for the first time 
Nov. 1 in Colorado. 

Since then, she has competed in four International Ski 
Federation (FIS) races in Colorado, finishing 24th against an 
international field in her first event, a giant slalom last 
Wednesday in Breckenridge, Colo. She finished 10th in an- 
other giant slalom that featured her twin sister, Krista, a U.S. 
Ski Team downhill specialist, who placed third. 

Now, Kim is home resting for a couple of days, then she’ll 
do some more therapy in Lexington before heading off to the 
North America Trophy Series races later this month at 
Attitash and Wildcat in New Hampshire (Dec. 17-18) and 
Sugarloaf in Maine (Dec. 21-23). Among the competition there 
will be Pittsfield’s Heidi Voelker, a U.S. Ski Team slalom 


specialist who is scheduled to compete during a hiatus in her 
World Cup schedule. 


Busy schedule ahead 


After the Nor-Am races, it’s back out west for more FIS 
races, then hopefully the Europa Cup circuit in Europe in 
January. Her status with the U.S. Ski team is that she is 
assigned to the Eastern regional team, not competing with the 
likes of her sister or Voelker on-the A and B team circuits. 

“Technically she’s not on the U.S. Ski Team, but she trains 
hi the B team people,” said U.S. Ski Team spokesman Tom 

elly. 

As for the pain in her knee, Schmidinger said, “it’s not 
totally gone, but it’s much better. A lot of the scar tissue seems 
to have broken up. I saw Doctor Steadman and he said I had 
much better muscle coritrol of my knee, so he was pretty 
pleased. I’m much more encouraged about racing.” 

She’s also aware she’ll need to exercise patience, and that it 
will take some work before she gets back to the level where 
she competed on the World Cup circuit and earned consistent 
top-five finishes at the U.S. Alpine Championships. 

“Tt will take some time before I get back into the racing 


ores Schmidinger admitted. “I know I’m behind the eight- 
all.” 
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By Brian Sullivan 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


“League champion Lee High 
eads the parade by placing nine 
layers on this year’s 32-member 
ll-Kosior League football team, 
following a recent vote by the 
league’s coaches. 

The Wildcats, who won the 
'jeague title with a 5-0-1 mark, are 
represented offensively by line- 
men Mike Hall and Bill Jansen 
and running backs J.D. Reber and 
| Jamie Shepardson. On defense, 
Lee places linemen Bill Roche 
and Derrick Walker, linebackers 
| Andy Boyne and Tony Porrini, 
and safety Pete DiGrigoli. 

| Monument Mountain showcases 
| seven players on this year’s team, 
including lineman Ashley 
| Chaffee, end Shane Miller and 
halfback David Zanin on offense. 
Spartans on the defensive team 
include linemen Dan Ferron and 
Mike New, linebacker Rob Dur- 
‘bin and safety Tim Barrett. 

St. Joseph’s has six players 
‘named to the team, a list that 
‘includes quarterback Keith 
‘Tierney. Also named offensively 
‘for the Crusaders are lineman 
Matt Cripps, receiver Luke Bloom 
and halfback Jabarri Powell. 
Lineman Scott Filiault and cor- 
nerback Ian Taylor are St. 


——— 


School Football 


complete the team with two se- 
lections each. The Red Raiders 
honored are lineman Charles 
Powell and safety Juan Reyes 
while the Hornets named to the 
team are receiver Scott Northcutt 
and linebacker Chad Carpenter. 


This year’s team is senior dom- 
inated, with just 12 underclass- 
men earning postseason honors. 
The nine juniors on the team 
include Chaffee, Jansen, She- 
pardson, Kindon, Filiault, Boyne, 
Porrini, Barrett and Flaherty. 
The three sophomores on the 
team are Zanin, Powell and DiG- 
rigoli. 

Players named All-Kosior for 
the second straight year include 
Cripps, Tierney, Reber, Ferron, 
Johnson, New, Durbin, DiGrigoli, 
Ayala and Reyes. 


The offense 


Other positions get the glitter, 
but no team is successful without 
winning the war in the trenches. 
And this year’s All-Kosior offen- 
sive line won more than its share 
of. individual and team battles. 
The Wildcats’ Hall was named to 
the center position while Jansen 
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Chaffee helped Monument get the 
job done. 

At quarterback, the Crusaders’ 
Tierney started the season slowly, 
but finished the year a polished 
performer. Tierney, who at 6 feet 
3 inches was able to see over 
most defenses, not only was an 
accurate long-range thrower but 
became equally adept at reading 
defenses and throwing under the 
coverage. He threw for about 900 
yards this season, including a 
dozen touchdowns. 

The three wide receivers on the 
team all offered a different spe- 
cialty. The Crusaders’ Bloom (7 
touchdowns) made the tough 
catch his trademark this year. If 
the pass was within reach, Bloom 
usually found a way to haul it in. 
The Spartans’ Miller, meanwhile, 
emerged as a tenacious blocker, 
which further strengthened the 
Monument running game. 

The Hornets’ Northeutt was a 
tough receiver in traffic. The 
McCann end was responsible for 
all of his team’s points in the 
final three games, including eight 
points in an 8-7 win over rival 
Drury. 

The running back position was 
loaded this year, with Kosior 
League leading scorer Reber (20 
TDs, 130 points) leading the way. 
Reber used a cutting, slashing 


‘Joseph’s players named to the 


defensive unit. 


| Mount Greylock and Putnam 
are each represented by three 
players, with the Mounties’ trio 
the defensive team. 
That group includes lineman Lee 
linebacker Jeremy 
‘Johnson and safety Tim Flaherty. 
|The Beavers’ Joe Housey makes 
‘the team as a running back while 
\lineman Desmond White and 
-cornerback Juan Ayala are de- 


‘named to 


|Kindlon, 


fensive selections. 


Commerce and McCann Tech 


side. 
the Crusaders’ 


excelled at that 


of the line. 
The Spartans’ 


record is an 


earned a berth at tackle. The two 
lineman enabled Lee backs to 
run with success outside and in- 


The Red Raiders’ Powell and 
Cripps were 
named as guards. Each player 
position this 
year, getting a good push off the 
ball while demonstrating good 
technical blocking in the interior 


Chaffee com- 
pletes the offensive line at tackle. 
Monument lived and died by the 
run this year, and its 4-1-1 league 
indication that 


style to accumulate 
2,000 total yards 


with speed to the outside. 


Spartans’ 


ness to score seven 


the tough yardage. 
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Lee taking a new tack 
on DuPont cleanup case 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — A District Court judge 
has shot down a court case that 
sought to force Robert DuPont to 
clean up his property at the cor- 
ner of Robert and East Center 
streets. 

So the town’s Building Inspec- 
tor is trying another strategy. 

In his latest letter to DuPont, 
Inspector Robert W. Lester in- 
formed him that he is in violation 
of a town bylaw that allows peo- 
ple to run certain kinds of busi- 
nesses from their residences, as 
long as the tools of their trade 
are hidden from view. 

But DuPont, whose Robert 
Street home burned to the ground 
almost two years ago, no longer 
has a residence at the property 
and therefore can’t store his ve- 
hicles there. His company, Bob 
DuPont Painting Inc., is identi- 
fied best by its purple and orange 


trucks, and many of them are 
parked on the empty lot in the 
residential neighborhood. 

Lester warned DuPont that if 
he doesn’t clean up the property 
by Dec. 14, he’ll be taken to court 
again. 

In the original case against 
DuPont, Lester had sent a num- 
ber of letters requiring him to 
clean up the rubbish on the 
property to comply with the state 
sanitary code. 

Finally, Lester and the Board 
of Health invoked the threat of 
court action to get DuPont to 
comply with the state sanitary 
code. 


Judge James P. Dohoney ruled 
on Nov. 9 that, even though the 
property was littered with junk 
metal, wood waste, roofing tiles 
and paint cans, “we are lacking 
proof beyond a reasonable doubt 
that these materials are affecting 
any health or safety.” 


more than 
this year. 
Teammate Shepardson (8 touch- 
downs) complemented that style 


The Crusaders’ Powell and the 
Zanin were rugged 
sophomore running backs. Powell 
was the league’s second leading 
scorer (14 TDs, 92 points) while 
Zanin combined size and quick- 
times this 
year. Zanin was also successful 
on 10 extra-point attempts. 
Housey was a straight-ahead 
runner who specialized in getting 


lil-Kosior team has 9 from Lee 


The defense 


The five players named as in- 
terior defensive linemen all did a 
nice job this year gumming up 
the middle. The Spartans’ Ferron 
and the Wildcats’ Roche were 
aggressive and vocal team leaders 
while the Mounties’ Kindlon and 
the Crusaders’ Filiault were more 
like quiet assassins in the middle. 
The Beavers’ White often forced 
running offenses to try the out- 
side route. 


At defensive end, the Spartans’ 
New and the Wildcats’ Walker 
each used quickness and agility 
to turn in the sweeps and pres- 
sure the quarterback. 


The quintet of linebackers on 
this year’s All-Kosior squad were 
relentess performers who dealt 
out more than one headache to 
an offensive player. The Mount- 
ies’ Johnson was probably the 
best pure hitter on this unit, 
while the Spartans’ Durbin was 
perhaps the most intimidating. 
Porrini and Boyne were fierce 
competitors on the Wildcats’ de- 
fensive unit, while Carpenter 
helped anchor the Hornets’ de- 
fensive team. 


Johnson, Durbin, Porrini and 
Carpenter were all key running 
backs for their teams, while 
Boyne also served on the offen- 
sive line. 


The All-Kosior defensive backs 
could all be categorized as strong, 
quick and sure tacklers. Four of 
the selections were quarterbacks 
for their teams, proving that it 
helps to know how to run an 
offense if you’re going to try and 
stop one. That list of quarterback- 
cornerback players includes the 
Spartans’ Barrett, the Red Raid- 
ers’ Reyes, the Beavers’ Ayala 
and the Mounties’ Flaherty. 

The Wildcats’ DiGrigoli and the 
Crusaders’ Taylor were also key 
offensive performers. 
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Ms. Szewczak Is Wed 
To Mr. Caldwell 


LEE — Marilyn Szewezak, 
daughter of Marjorie Szewezak of 
Route 102 and the late Harry 
Szewezak, was married Oct: 4 to 
Christopher Caldwell of Los An- 
geles. 

The bridegroom is the son of 
George Caldwell of Philadelphia, Pa. 

The Rey. Alison Stokes performed 
the 12:30 p.m. ceremony. Both the 
ceremony and the reception after- 
wards were at the Lenox Club in 
Lenox. 

Joanne Ward Mahoney was ma- 
tron of honor, Nancy Danalis Fox- 
hall and Edwina Ellington were 
bridesmaids. 

Kristin Caldwell, daughter of the 
bridegroom, was flower girl. 


\ 


Victor Caldwell, son of the 
bridegroom, was best man. Brian 
Whitley, Mark Homes and Tim 
Montgomery were ushers. 


After a wedding trip to Pismo 
Beach, the couple are residing at 
16832 Addison St., Encino, Calif. 


‘The bride is director of marketing 
and client services at Logan Pearsall 
in Los Angeles. A 1978 graduate of 
Lee High School, she graduated in 
1982 from Anna Maria College in 
Paxton, Mass. 


The bridegroom is director of 
computer and litigation support for 
Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher and 
Elom of Los Angeles. He graduated 
from Temple University. 


Schmidinger Sth in tuneup 


Lee skier set for opening Cup downhill 


VAIL, Colo. — Krista Schmidi- 
nger of Lee, Mass., was the top 
American finisher in the first run 
of yesterday’s practice for a 
World Cup downhill race sched- 
uled for Saturday. 

Schmidinger finished eighth in 
1:48.37, .28 faster than teammate 
Hilary Lindh of Juneau, Alaska, 
who was llth. Lindh, the Olympic 
downhill silver medalist, was the 
fastest American in the afternoon, 
placing seventh in 1:47.27. 

Saturday’s downhill will be the 
first of the World Cup season. 

Pernilla Wiberg of Sweden, a 
gate specialist who is the overall 


World Cup downhill runs yester- 
day and pronounced herself a 
starter for Saturday’s race. 
Switzerland’s Chantal Bourn- 
issen, who clinched the 1991 
World Cup downhill champion- 
ship by winning on this mountain, 
led both practice sessions, de- 
spite standing up before the fin- 
ish line to disguise her real 
speed. Her 1:47.35 in the morning 


run was .23 seconds ahead of | 


Regine Cavagnoud of France, 
with Canada’s Kate Pace, the 33rd 
starter, third in 1:47.70. 

* Bournissen blazed to a 1:45.72 
in the afternoon, .54 ahead of 


World Cup leader, made her first 


~ 
neral nomic. 


Albert E. Duriouchel 


LEE — Albert E. Dumouchel, 
83, of Sebring, Fla., brother of 
Mrs. Helen Belanger of Lee, died 
Tuesday at Walker Memorial 
Medical Center in Avon Park, Fla. 

Born in Worcester on Sept. 28, 
1909, he was the son of Albert and 
Helen LaLond Dumouchel. 
Shortly after his birth, his family 
moved to Canada and, when he 
was 2, they moved to Winch- 
endon, where he attended school. 

He was an Army veteran of 
World War II. 

After his discharge, he moved 
to Nashua, N.H., where he 
worked in the paper industry, re- 
tiring in 1975. Following his re- 
tirement he moved to Sebring, 
where he had since made his 
home. 

Besides his sister, he leaves his 
wife, the former Wanda Farley; a 
son, William Dumouchel of Man- 
chester, N.H., and two grand- 
children. 

The funeral will be tomorrow at 
9:15 from Kelly- Funeral Home, 
with a Liturgy of Christian Burial 
at 10 at St. Mary’s Church. Burial 
will be in Calvary Cemetery, 
Winchendon, in the spring. 

Calling hours at the funeral 
home will be today from 2 to 4 
and 7 to 9. 


. 
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Germany’s Ulrike Stangassinger. 


| Charles and Jean Wilson 
~ Rita and John Devarennes 
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Laliberte Fund grows by $840 


LEE — A total of $840 in con- 
tributions in recent days ‘has 
lifted the Laliberte Toy Fund to 
$1,230, some 30 percent of the way 
toward its $4,000 goal. ’ 

The annual Christmas toy fund 


| is sponsored by the Lee Police 


Association and is named for its 
founder, retired Lee Police Of- 
ficer Adelard J. “ Eddie” Lali- 


» berte. 


Donations may be left at the 
Town of Lee dispatch center, 


| given to any Lee police officer, or 


sent to PO Box 655, Lee. 
Yesterday’s gifts: 

Merry Christmas 

In Lieu of Cards: 


Gary, Barb, Tim & Meg O'Brien |” $ 
Tyringham Volunteer Fire Co. Inc. ' 


Kris and Bill Rogers 
Dave and Pat Carlino’ 
Jackie and B.K. Ketchen : 
Three grandchildren, Joshua, Sara 
and Jessica Carty $ 


‘Intn Memory of: 


Our family Rick, Melinda, Joshua 
and Helen Brunell from the 


S RaRskKRS 


Brunell Family 50 
Nana, Ricky, Uncle Dick and loved 

ones ' 15 
Our grandparents Michael and 

Margaret “Peg" Keamey with 

love from Christopher, Alanna 

and Katie 5 
Joan Smachett from a friend 10 
Aldo Consolati 10 


~ from the Gomula and Kinne 


Our son, Franny Winters 5 

, My husband John Schaefer with 
from wife, Edna 10 

Our daughter, Ann Hawkins from 
_ Mom and Dad 10 
Gladie and Lynn from Fifi 25 

Grampy from Kim, Kathy and 
~_ Kevin 25 
Fred, from his family 50 


My Great Grampy and Great 
Grammy Salinetti from Chris- 


topher Michael Dadak 10 
Evelyn “Tootie’ Read from a 

friend « 18 
Tom Finn 50 
Martin from Charlene and Link » 10 
Three little angels 25 


Our Mom, Eileen Kelly and our 
brother, Shaun Kelly, with love 


families 20 
Emest Sutton Sr. and Santino B. 
Dellea love Matt & Becky 40 


Katie Derrick & Noni Sinico from 
Lorriane, Angela and Fran, Mi- 
chael Obanhein from Uncle Bill 
& Aunt Margaret 20 

Lazar 


Our dear son Michael Coty, Love 
. Mom and Dad 100 
Lillian Coty from Phil, Lu and fam- 


ily 
Kegler & Ster families from Hugh & 
Jan Kegler 25 
Erin from Grandma & Grandpa Yakum 10 
Marty Abderhalden 25 
Tom Finn our gampy from Scott, 


Stacy, Geof, Josh & Jyl 50 
Paul & Kathryn Merwin 10 
Helen Brunell 30 
Rick Brunell, Joshua Brunell & 

Melinda Solnski 30 

Two-day total $ 840 


Needed to reach goal 


Self-Help Group 
Sets Up Chapter 
In South County 


LEE — Itis not charity or state 


aid. It is not just for the holidays 
and it is not just for the disadvan- 
taged. 

SHARE, the Self Help and Re- 
sources Exchange, explained Lee 
chapter founder Charlotte Davis, 
is for everyone. 

“If youeat, you qualify, whether 
you are rich or poor or young or 
old,” Davis said. 

The unique volunteer-run, co- 
operative program, which has its 
roots in California, has only just 
made its way to South County, 
even though, in other parts of the 
country it has been around for 
almost a decade. 


The idea of the program, Davis | 


said, is to encourage volunteer- 
ism, while making affordable food 
available to everyone. 

The idea is simple enough: in 
exchange for two hours of volun- 
teer service a month, a person can 
buy about 14 pounds of meat and 
yeh fruit and vegetables, for only 

14. 

“You're talking about a lot of 
pounds there,” Davis said. 

The Lee program, which got 


_ started in October, is based out of 


St. George’s Church. 

Atthe beginning ofeach month, 
participants place their orders; at 
the end, they pick up the food. For 
the $14, Davis said, they get $20- 
$35 worth of food. 

In December, Davis said, 32 
people participated. 

The group accepts cash or food 
stamps, Davis said. 


hampionship game played at Taconic. Skowron returns this year to 


\ 


ball 
the 


Lee team in hopes of adding 
Taconic, meanwhile, is hoping 
the two teams. 
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a third straight Berkshire County crown. 
to make it a third straight meeting between 
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Berkshires dig out 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


South County towns as the week- 
end’s mammoth snowstorm gave 


way to bright, sunny skies. 


“Two or three weeks ago the 
union talked about equipment 
problems and not being able to 

< respond in a storm,” Kerasiotes 
said yesterday. “But the state 
highways are clear, and the roads 
are open. There shouldn’t be any 


question at this point.” 


But town highway crews in Otis, 
Sandisfield, Mount Washington 


LEE — State Secretary of: 
Transportation James Kerasiotes 
traveled to Berkshire County yes- 
terday to tour the cleanup efforts 
ra under way in some snowbound 


ee 
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and Savoy were still struggling 
yesterday to dig out their back 
roads, with help from crews from 
the National Guard and the Mas- 
sachusetts Turnpike Authority. 
The District 1 Highway Depart- 
ment also dispatched some state 
plows to Otis and Sandisfield on 
Saturday to help clear some local 
roads, such as Reservoir Road in 


Otis-and Route 57 in Sandisfield. 


Kerasiotes said he has been in 
all eight state highway districts 
during the past two days and that 
the snow and ice operation here 
has been extremely successful 
compared with other hard-hit 
areas. 

All the state roads he toured 
yesterday in South County were 
almost completely clear, much to 
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Officials tour snowstorm 
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the pride of District 1 Highway 
Engineer Ross B. Dindio. 

In addition to the 40 pieces of 
state equipment used in the 
storm, another 40 pieces of pri- 
vate equipment were in opera- 
tion. Six additional state plow 
operators and three mechanics 
from other districts were brought 
in, two from a statewide mainte- 
nance depot in Wellesley. 

Kerasiotes said District 1 is far 
more self-reliant than other dis- 
tricts because it uses a high pro- 
portion — about 50 percent — of 
state-operated equipment. 

Yesterday morning, Kerasiotes 
and his driver, Daniel McGon- 
agle, met up in Lee with Dindio 
and maintenance engineer Rudy 
Longton, who piled into a state- 


a 


owned Sierra truck. With a re-_ 
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porter along, too, they drove out) — 


Route 20 to Becket to pick up| 
state Sen. Jane M. Swift, R-North | 
Adams, who was worried about 
the isolated areas in Otis and) 
Sandisfield. | 
On Route 8 in Otis, the snow 
became deeper and deeper along | 
the way, the plow drifts higher | 
and higher. The fir tree branches 
sagged heavily to the ground un- 
der what looked like thick ice 
cream glistening in the sunlight. 
Along the way, the officials’ 
vehicles passed by town road 
crews, which were attempting to | 
clear their local roads with pay- 
loaders and town trucks. Neigh- 
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Beavers Family 


Watches, Prays 


Officials tour For Recovery 


cleanup effort 


@ STORM, from Al 

bors were breaking down the gi- 
ant walls of snow between their 
homes and the road, searching 
for mailboxes and digging out 
cars. 

The average snowfall in the 
county was 22 inches, with Otis 
and Savoy topping out at an av- 
erage of 33 inches, Dindio said. 
Sandisfield was equally hard hit. 

As the truck headed south, 
Dindio pointed repeatedly to the 
neatly cleared roads and the 
wing-plow drivers’ aggressive ef- 
forts to “push back” snow behind 
the guardrails and create a 
“shelf’ for snow that will be 
plowed in the future. 

In the next few days, the dis- 
trict will provide help to local 
communities according to prior- 
ity, Dindio said. However, state 
crews must first clear state roads 
completely and expose catch ba- 
sins, particularly if rain falls, as 
is predicted. 

iter yesterday, a weary Otis 
Selectmen Chairman James F. 
Ebitz said road crews have been 
working around the clock since 
early Friday morning. But the job 
quickly became impossible when 
the town’s old road grader broke 
down on Saturday, he said. 

The Selectmen in both Otis and 
Sandisfield declared a state of 
emergency on Saturday, and the 
National Guard dispatched crews 
that delivered three front-end 
loaders to help move snow in the 
two towns. 

However, the roads aren’t nec- 
essarily safe for school buses, 
said Ebitz, so the Farmington 
River Regional School District 
will remain closed today. 

Egremont Selectmen Chairman 
Daniel W. Duryea said his town 
helped neighboring Mount Wash- 
ington by sending its new wing 
plow and a driver up the moun- 
tain yesterday. 

-Police around the county re- 
ported no serious accidents de- 
spite the treacherous roads, 
However, there were a number of 
fender benders, and one accident 
in Lenox that appeared worse 
than it was. 


Beavers Family Waits and Prays 


Continued from Al 


» each day, Bruce said. 

> “RightnowI’mconcerned about 
: whether she is going to survive,” 
| Beavers said. 

But since Beavers lost hisjob at 
| the Kolburne School last year be- 
| cause of a back injury money is 
| really tight. 

:. “I’m not sure how I’m going to 
| even pay the electric bill this 
* month,” Beavers said. 
The only reason Teresa Bea- 
vers went towork in the first place, 
: Bruce said, was because paying 
| the bills had become so close to 
| impossible. Before she got the job 
} at Simon’s Rock three months ago, 
| it had been 15 years since she had 
i worked outside of their home. 


%. Recoral lida 


Photo by Ellen G. Lahr 


Left to right, James Kerasiotes, Ross B. Dindio and Sen. | 
Jane M. Swift inspect county map yesterday. 


The term “security guard” did 
not even really fit his wife’s job 
until this happened, Beavers said. 

“It’s a strange situation,” Bea- 
vers said. “Something you never 
would have expected.” 

The outpouring of attention 
Beavers has gotten is almost “em- 
barrassing,” he said. 

Friends havebrought food,even | 
people he does not know, who 
heard about the incident on the | 
national news, have called to see 


what they could do to help, he 
said. : 


Many people have called the 
Berkshire Record to ask how they © 
could help the Beavers family. 
Their address is: P.O. Box 104, 
South Lee, reel e 
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LEE—Teresa Beavers of South 
Lee was the first person to see 
Wayne Lo’s semi-automatic rifle, 


| the night he’ allegedly used it to 


murder two and injure four others 
at Simon’s Rock College. 

She was the security guard on 
duty on Dec. 14, talking to her 
husband on the phone when she 
looked out the window of the guard 
booth to see Lo standing there with 
a rifle. 

There was no alarm in his wife’s 
voice, Bruce Beavers explained, 
when she told him to hang on for a 
minute, because, “there is a kid 
out here with a gun.” 

“I didn’tsuspect anything,” Bea- 
vers said, but then he heard a shot 
and then he heard his wife calling 
out for help. 

Now Teresa Beavers is lying in 
critical condition at Fairview Hos- 
pital. If she makes it through the 

next 15 days without getting any 
infections, the doctor has said the 
prognosis will be good. But the 
risk of infection during those two 
weeks is high. 
The key right now for Bruce 
and the Beavers four teenage 
daughters is just to get through 
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Inconvenienced bu 
Moore and David Re 
of their storm-ravaged house. 


Photos by Leslie Noyes / Berkshire Eagle Staff 


t not daunted, Michelle 
nner get set to rebuild part 
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Maybe this is the reason 


the baby’s 


late.’ 
— Michelle Moore 
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Baby-to-be's nursery 
is wiped out by storm 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Preparing for a new 
baby is one thing, but rebuilding 
the back of their home, including 
the baby’s nursery, wasn’t quite 
what Michelle Moore and her 
husband, David Renner, had 
planned this week. 

But Moore and Renner, who 
live in the old parsonage of First 
Congregational Church and run a 
bed and breakfast there, have 
their work cut out for them. And 
their first baby is due any day. 

When they came home from a 
doctor’s appointment last Friday 
afternoon, they found a shocking 
sight: The powerful high winds 
that accompanied the weekend 
storm had claimed a giant poplar 
tree in their back yard, and it fell 
crashing onto — and through — 
the roof of the historic 1792 
house. 

The tree, on the east side of the 
house, was approximately 125 feet 
high, and about 40 inches wide. 

They didn’t realize the extent 
of the damage until they climbed 
upstairs to their bedroom and 


The falling tree shattered th 


found that the tree had crashed 
right through the roof into their 
bedroom, and through the roof of 
the adjacent nursery, sending 
timbers onto the furniture. 

The falling tree had brought 
‘with it heavy snow, which fell 
into the house as well, and the 
electricity in that section had to 
‘be shut off. i 

The first floor was relatively 
undamaged. 


In good spirits 

But Moore and Renner, who 
were in good spirits despite the 
inconvenience, seemed equally 
impressed by what followed. They 
called the Haupt Tree Co. in 
Sheffield, and braving high winds 
and heavy snow, the brothers 
Eric and Peter Haupt maneu- 
vered a cherry picker above and 
into the house to cut away the 
tree limbs. 

They worked from 3 p.m. until 
almost 9 during the intense storm 
and during the rest of the week- 
end to clear away the debris. A 
blue tarpaulin was finally in- 
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e nursery as well asa bedroom 


in the house’s badly damaged second floor. 


Nursery for baby-to-be 


_ wrecked by falling tree 


@ DAMAGE, from B1 


stalled over the roof to 
rotect 
the house from the cletiants and 


from rain expected i 
woke later this 


A contractor is pr i 
estimate for the at nigeteatd 
Renner, and so it is not yet clear 
just what it will cost to rebuild 
the second floor at the rear of the 
house. The property is insured. 


The original parsona 
. . e 
built in 1792, and in 1850 Beones 
Sapte moved to the location 
nd attac ed to the front 
original building. caps 


Renner, who is origi 
, ginally from 
New Jersey, and Moore, from 
pias ah moved to the Berk- 
res and bought the h 
years ago. oar 
They said their in 
; surance 
Seve ae arrange for repairs 
some furnishings; oth i 
be replaced. : ae See 
Meanwhile, they’ve mo 
I , ved out 
of their bedroom into one of the 
guest rooms, and Moore’s parents 
have come from Ardsley, N.Y., to 
help out this week. The baby is 
ghee ewe weeks overdue. 
‘Maybe this is the reaso 
baby’s late,” said Moore. i) 
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Laliberte T 
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oy Fund 


approaching its target 


LEE — A total of $1,130 in new 
donations over the weekend 
moved the Laliberte Toy Fund 
within hailing distance of its goal. 

The target is $4,000, and only 
$647 more is needed to reach it. 

A large contribution of $250 
from the Lee Sportsmen’s Club 
was part of the new donations. 
There were also four memorial 
gifts of $100: in memory of George 
F. Perkins, from his family; in 
memory of deceased members of 
the Powers and Healy families; in 
memory of Franklyn and Maritta 
Withers, from their children; and 
in memory of Mon and Rick, from 
Mike and Shelly Stedman. 


The annual fund provides toys 
for children of needy families 
and is sponsored by the Lee Po- 
lice Association. The fund is 
named for its founder, retired 
Police Officer Adelard J. “Eddie” 
Laliberte. 

Donations may be left at the 
town dispatch center, given to 
any police officer or sent to P.O. 
Box 655, Lee. 


The latest gifts: 
In lieu of cards: 

Lee Sportsmen Association 2 
Renee Beaujean : ae 
Morart Shipping Department 25 
John, Kate, Al, Mikey and Tom 10 
The Bridagan Family 

Brown Memorial Court Tenants 25 
Emily and Gene Cadenelli 25 
Knights of Columbus 25 
Lee Fire Company 25 


Dobie Mins: Calg 
old on,’ ;, 
she told him, 
‘there’s a guy 
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Carlson Auto Body 
Jimi Nolan, Md Nolan and our > 9 
sister Jennifer Noelle r 5 h 
May and Marco Avigo 2 10 | wit a gun 
In memory of: 
George F. Perkins, from his family 100 By Ellen G. Lahr 
ss renee of the Powers Berkshire Eagle Staff 
Healy families 
Franklyn and Maritta Withers, from og LEE — Bruce Beavers of South 
ha Bet ; 100 Lee was chatting on the phone 
Shely § ick, from Mike and - with his wife, Teresa, at about 
Our little brother, Michael Coty, 10:20 Monday night while he was 
from sisters Mary and Chris 10 home and she was stationed in 
sp cial Riad mer and the security booth at the entrance 
cada anion to Simon’s Rock College of Bard. 
Sa Burendey 25 “‘Hold on a minute, there’s a 
be a from Audra and guy outside with a gun,’ ” Beavers 
inn 25 recalled his wife saying, in a 
php teen Eee) ed surprisingly calm voice. 
wick, our dad, Robert M. Collins, He waited as she put down the 
oe — el < 10 phone, and then listened, horri- 
erry St, jane, Dot, 
enc Ware Gils Pacer = fied, as armen shots, then the 
My husband, Bud Armstrong, and screams of his wife. 
grandson Ray Sour Ill, from Dot Beavers slammed down the 
ig pene Nash 10 phone and tried to call his wife 
ence, an i =3 
Su ae Pipe oct Ihabiie then calied 
Uncle 15 the Great Barrington Police De- 
genie Fogarty and Ford fami- partment, reporting what he had 
H oe , J. Austin Welligton, and 15 just heard, asking police to go to 
grandsons Richard Retzel’ and the college. He jumped in his car, 
Jimmy Wellington 10 he said, and made it to the en- 
cr hain dens jug ae a trance on Alford Road in about 
ie. Gere eight minutes. 
ala ae ee s “I knew something bad had 
Grandpa and Grandma Lahert, happened, but I didn’t know 
from Brian and Connor 25 what,” he said. 
— From where he stood watching 
Total c : = y 
Total elem $388 he could hear his wife talking to 
Needed to reach goal $ 647 


Shots on phone’* 
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ambulance personnel, so he knew 
she was alive. He could see: the 
spent shell casings on the ground 
near Teresa, the shattered glass 
of the security booth and, about 
50 feet away, the car of Professor . 
Nacunan Saez, who had been! 
shot in the head at close range as’ 
he drove down the driveway to, 
the campus. 


Beavers was taken to Fairview 
Hospital, where she underwent 
four hours of surgery. Her hus- 
band said she had been shot 
twice in the abdomen, and that 
the bullets had ripped through 
her intestines and shattered her, 
pelvis. Yesterday she required 
six pints of blood, he said, and 
was heavily medicated, but she 
was awake and knew what had 
happened. 


Beavers said his wife had 
started her job three months ago, 
after he was injured in his job as 
a child development counselor at 
the Kolburne School in New 
Marlboro. Financial stresses dic- 
tated that she would have to find 
a job, although she hadn’t worked 
outside their home in about 15 
years, he said. 

“It's been a hard year for us,” 
he said. 


So she started working 40 hours 
a week, four nights and one day 
shift. He said her job was rela- 
tively quiet and mostly involved 
escorting students around cam- 
pus, locking and unlocking build- 
ings. 

Another security guard had just 
dropped Beavers off at the secu- 
rity booth, where she dialed her 
husband to continue an earlier 
conversation about family mat- 
ters, Christmas and other subjects 
of married life. 

The couple have four daugh- 
ters, who are 15, 17, 18 and 19, and 
three live at home. 
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usual cost. 


Lee schools bring back languages 


French, Spanish classes attract 120 students 


Some Lee students are waking up a little earlier this year 
-- to attend French and Spanish classes aimed at returning 
languages to the elementary school curriculum. 

When funding became tight after the imposition of tax 
limitations under Proposition 2 1/2, language classes were 
discontinued and remained only in the high school. But 
$92,100 in additional assistance funds this year made the 
$22,000 language program at Lee elementary and middle 
schools possible, says Henry T. Zukowski, superinten- 
dent for Lee schools. 

“If I had my way and had the money, I’d start languages 
in the first grade,” says elementary-school principal 
Stephen A. Cozzaglio. “I think that was when of our big- 
gest mistakes when we went away from languages. I feel 


they’re part of being an educated culture in a global econ- | 
omy.” 

Act 120 students, or almost half of all fifth- through 
eight-graders, have enrolled in the program, according to | 
Zukowski. 

For fifth- and sixth-graders, that means getting out of, 
bed and off to school an hour earlier than usual for classes 
which meet once a week. | 

“T wanted to learn a language,” says sixth-grader Shane 
Clark, “and I have band on Tuesday and Wednesday, so I 
get up earlier anyway.” 


“It’s good because more people are coming from Mex- | 
ico and you never know if you’re going to need to trans- | 


late,” says seventh-grader Erika Baluk, who is studying 
Spanish. 

“This is simply enrichment for these students. They 
aren’t getting any extra credits,” Zukowksi says. 

He says participation in the language program has been 
high because parents and the school promote involve- 


ment in school activities, so peer pressure works for in- 


stead of against it. 

“If you have a great deal of participation, it’s accepted 
and even expected,” the superintendent says. 

Zukowski says he hopes to restore fifth-level language 
classes in the high school, because students will now be 
entering high school with basic foreign-language skills. 
He also would like eventually to bring language classes to 
the lower grades as well, he says. 
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In Lee turnabout, 


 Castronova and 


Selectmen agree 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — For once in the recent 
history of Lee town government, 
Joseph Castronova and the Se- 
lectmen agree about something. 

The Selectmen, prodded by 
Castronova, a self-appointed 
Watchdog of local government, 
have recently asked the Board of 
Assessors to properly document 
their meetings and send the 
minutes to the Selectmen. The 
issue came up Monday night at 
the Selectmen’s meeting. 

Often the Assessors’ minutes 
haven’t been sent to the Select- 
men, nor do the minutes reflect 
the results of executive sessions 
held to discuss tax abatement 
applications filed by town resi- 
dents. 

Castronova has been urging the 
Selectmen to make the Assessors 
document their meetings prop- 
erly, including the abatement in- 
formation. 


Private and public 


The Selectmen agreed and sent 

a letter expressing their displea- 
sure with the Assessors’ meeting 
documentation. The board also 
consulted Town Counsel Jerome 
Scully, who replied that the As- 
sessors should provide the names 
of anyone who applies for a tax 
abatement and the amount of the 
abatement, if granted. 
* By law, anyone who applies for 
a tax abatement is entitled to a 
private hearing on the merits of 
the application. But the appli- 
eants’ names and the abatement 
amounts are a matter of public 
record. 

As a result of the letter, Asses- 
gors Chairman William F. Derrick 
wrote a letter to the state De- 
partment of Revenue seeking 
advice. 


Inquiry to state 


The letter explains the conflict 
and says that the board has com- 
plied with the Selectmen’s re- 
quest “except for the fact that 
most of our meetings are held in 
executive session to discuss 
abatement applications. For that 
reason, we do not feel our min- 
utes should include names of 
people coming in to discuss these 
abatements.” 


= After an abatement is granted, 
he wrote, it is recorded in public 
documents that are open for in- 
\ spection. Efforts to obtain opin- 
. ions on the matter from the dis- 
frict attorney’s office and the 
‘ecretary of state’s office have 
en unsuccessful, said Derrick. 
Barlier this year we spoke 


with an attorney from the Bureau 
of Local Assessments, and he did 
warn us that the board could be 
liable for suit if some pertinent 
information is released that the 
local taxpayer did not expect to 
be made public,” wrote Derrick. 

Selectman Chairman Diane 2 
Roosa said the Selectmen should 
wait until the state responds to 
take further action. 


Snow plowing complaints 


The Selectmen also met with 
the Board of Public Works to 
discuss the snow removal efforts 
that left many of the town’s sec- 
ondary roads rutted with packed 
snow and ice. 

In general, the town highway 
crew received praise from the 
Police Department, the School 
Department and others. But some 
people at the meeting Monday 
wanted to know why Lenox’s 
roads were cleared to the pave- 
ment while Lee’s roads were still 
heavily packed and rutted. 

Town representative Charles 
O’Neil said five people in his 
district called to complain about 
the road conditions, which he 
said were far worse than in 
neighboring towns. 

“Why don’t our streets look like 
Lenox’s?” he asked. “Their 
streets are clear to the pave- 
ment.” 


Roosa said it appeared that | 


surrounding towns didn’t get as 
much snow as Lee. 

Superintendent J. Peter Scol- 
foro said there were six town 
employees driving snowplows, 
plus one privately contracted 
plow. They worked almost around 
the clock all weekend clearing 
snow and laying sand and salt. 
Bucket loaders were used in 
some areas as well, he said. 

Scolforo said the road crews 
weren’t out scraping roads during 
Sunday’s nice weather because 
they spent much of the day clear- 
ing the road to Beartown State 
Forest. By 2:30 p.m., he sent the 
exhausted crews home, he said. 

The Selectmen also received a 
petition from Fairview Street 
residents who want a sidewalk 
installed along their road. 

Susan Gore, who lives in the 
neighborhood, delivered the pe- 
tition and told the Selectmen that 
Fairview Street is now much 
busier, with nearby subdivisions 
and many new homes. A sidewalk 
will improve safety, especially for 
children. : 

The petition, which will be 
placed on the annual town meet- 
ing warrant next year, seeks a 
$50,000 expenditure for the side- 
walk. 


Lee High names 94 students 
to first-quarter honor roll 


LEE — Of 298 students at Lee 
High School, 94 students or al- 
most 32 percent were named to 
the first-quarter honor roll. 

Fifty-one students achieved 
high honors, and 43 achieved 
honors. High honors are awarded 
to students with grade averages 
of 90 or above with no grade be- 
low 80; for honors, students with 
averages of 85 or above with no 
grade below 75. 


High honors 


Grade 12: Cherri Carter, Samuel Fix, Al- 
lison. Forfa, Gwendolyn Goehring, Mark 
Grady, Tammy Higgins, Elena LaGrant, Per- 
Anders Nilsson, Felicia Piacentino, Paula Pix 
ley, Michael Puntin, William Roche, Kelsey 
Scarpa, Karen Scheurer, Patrick Stearns and 
Rebecca Sutton. 


Grade 11: Lee Brighenti, Kristi Brighenti, 
Sara Burtt, Heidi Clauss, Jenny Cory, Amy 
DiMario, Chris Eccher, Nathan Jones, Andrea 
Koenig, Kasey McManmon, Melanie North, 
Kelly Palmer, Joshua Shaw, Eva Sikorska, 
Allison Skowron, Rebecca Stanard and El- 
isheva Verdi. 

Grade 10: Daniel Arndt, Sarah Blaisdell, 
Jonathan Cohen, Lori Curtin, Jason Marchant, 
Sharon Taillefer, Christopher Tisdale, Sarah 
Walsh and Stephanie Wescott. 

Grade 9: Sean Burtt, Theresa Cysz, Timo- 
thy DiMario, Joseph Dinan, Jonathan Geldert, 
April Hubbard, Jason Kokoszka, Derek 
Kresiak, James Moffatt, James Salinetti and 
Carrie Sparks. 


dent Tim Gray. 


about 45 days. 


profit organization. 


plan,” he said. 


Bylaws for Lee Land 


Trust moving forward 


The effort to establish a Lee Land Trust is quietly 
moving forward and will soon become more visible to 
the community, according to co-organizer and presi- 


: The group has completed drafting the organiza- 
tion’s bylaws and has sent their application for incorpo- 
ration to the Massachusetts secretary of state. They are 
now waiting for their application to be reviewed and ap- 
proved by the state, a process Gray expects to take 


“Putting together the bylaws was a phenomenal 
task,” said Gray, owner of the Golden Hill Nursery, 
who said some 15 people are involved in the core group. 

Once the land trust has been legally incorporated, 
the group will then apply to the Internal Revenue Serv- 
ice to get approval for non-taxable status as a non- 


While they must wait for that federal approval before 
conducting major financial transactions, Gray said 
they can begin other activities once the state has ap- 
proved their incorporation. 

They have already started planning a major member- 
ship and outreach campaign to begin soon. One of their 
initial plans is for a public walk on Jan. 9 to “The Pin- 
nacle” up toward Golden Hilf Road from Laurel Lake. 
“This will be the first of several community walks we 


While a basic purpose of the land trust will be to iden- 


Honors 


Grade 12: Jennifer Baker, Kevin Burch, 
Patrick Consolati, Jennifer Gangell, Edgar 
Lopez, Chris Miranda, Gabriel Naventi, Mi- 
chael Naventi, Matthew Puntin, Joseph 
Stedman and Richard Wheeler. 


Grade 11: Staci Barrett, Marcin Bolec, 
James Braim, David Cornellier, Desiree Griffin, 
Joshua LaGrant, Erin LeCompte, Jennifer Pix 
ley, Jeffrey Puleri, April Reynolds, Anthea 
Taylor and Danica Vaninetti. 


Grade 10: Jason Bush, Christine Cinella, 
Mark Drury, Brian Eccher, Shaun Kennedy, 
Rick Methe, Cherie Nolan, Peter Salinetti, Eric 
Schneider, Benjamin Simmons, Todd Tyers, 
Rina Verdi and Mark Walker. 


Grade 9: Gina Impoco, Tabitha Martin, 
Jennifer Murray, Marni Nicholas, Vaishali 
Patel, Patricia Schwab and Shannon Williams. 


Lee High giving 
holiday concert 


LEE — The annual holiday 
concert at Lee High School will 
be presented Sunday at 2 p.m. in 
the school cafeteria. 

A variety of musical selections, 
including seasonal music, will be 
performed by the school’s concert 
band and jazz ensemble under 
the direction of Charles DiN- 
unzio. 

The concert is free and open to 
the public. Refreshments will be 
served. 


S| 


tify new sites to preserve as open space through pur- 
chase or other strategies, Gray said another priority’ is 
_ to improve the condition of existing town parks and 
public conservation land. “We plan to sponsor several 
a = = ed condition of town parks and launch 
_a drive to clean them up ove: ve 
Srpminen: P over the next several years,” he 
Gray added that organizers want this and other land- 
trust projects to be truly rooted in the community. “We 
want to get everyone in town involved, like the Kiwanis 
‘and other groups,” he said. 


He noted that while the land-trust members have in 
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Leon D. Nettleton 


LEE — Leon D. Nettleton, 87, of 
3 East End Ave., Oneonta, N.Y., a 
reporter and editor from 1923 to 
1931 for the former Berkshire 
Gleaner, died Monday in Fox 
Nursing Home, Oneonta. 

He was born in South Lee on 
March 20, 1905, son of Archie N. 
and Amy Breed Nettleton, and 
was a 1923 graduate of Lee High 
School. He was a 1935 graduate of 
Hobart College, Geneva, N.Y., 
and received his master’s degree 
at State University of New York, 
Albany, in 1942. 

Mr. Nettleton was a teacher in 
New York state public schools, 
retiring in 1970 after 35 years of 
service. In 1955, he won a Ford 
Foundation fellowship for a 
year’s educational study at the 
University of Southern California. 
He had lived in Oneonta since 
1973. 

While in South Lee he was a 
communicant of the Chapel of the 
Good Shepherd and was a com- 
municant of St. George’s Episco- 
pal Church in Lee. He was active 
in Boy Scouts and a member of 
the Evening Star Lodge of Ma- 
sons. 

He leaves his wife, the former 
Edith Smith, and a son, George 
Nettleton of Bellport, N.Y. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations may be made to Fox 
Hospital Building Fund, 1 Norton 
Ave., Oneonta, NY 13820. 

Zwack & Sons Funeral Home, 
104 Central Ave., Albany, NY 
12206, is in charge of arrange- 
ments. 
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Seen ee eee ee 


LEE — One hundred and nine- 
teen students at Lee Central 
School have been named to the 
honor roll for the first quarter of 
the 1992-93 school year. 

Of 270 students enrolled in 
Grades 5 to 8, 44 percent were 
named to the honor roll. Thirty- 
one students earned high honors, 
and 88 students earned honors. 

For high honors, students must 
earn all A’s or better in major 
subjects and B-minuses or better 
in minor subjects; for honors, B- 
minuses or better in all subjects. 


High honors 

Grade 5: Sara Bessette, Emily Horsford, 
Corina Impoco, Jessica Kalinowski, Corie 
McDermott, Rachel Murphy, Jessica Powers, 
Lynn Regnier, Matthew Wellington and Bev- 
erly Wilander. 

Grade 6: Johanna Brock, Justin Davidson 
and Nathaniel Wilcox. 

Grade 7: Erika Baluk, Joshua Bessette, 
Christine Bissell, Jennifer Brittain, Kristen 
Brouker, Amanda Hess, Adrienne Lavalle, 
Shannon LeCompte, Erina McDarby, Jennifer 
O'Neill, Jodie Pixley, Kerry Schuerer and 
Sarah Towne. 

Grade 8: Kristina Brock, Dana Korn, Steph- 
anie Roosa, Kristen Scheurer and Brendan 
Walsh. 

Honors 

Grade 5: Adrian Bailey, Sara Bowers, Mi- 
chael Burtt, Michelle Cuevas, Kristina | 
Errichetto, Donald Hopkins, Ashley Hunt, | 
Courtney Lockenwitz, Sara Mack, Deanna! 


Markham, Kristen McCusker, Danielle Morris, 
Shane Morris, Matthew Naventi, Jacob 
Plaquet, Justine Plaquet, Luke Plaquet, Jen- 
nifer Raymond, Julia Reiss, Michael Smith, 
Jennifer Thorne and Rebecca Towne. 


Grade 6: Thomas Cahalan, Adrienne Col- 
lins, Marissa Consolati, Tanya Cook, Matthew 
Cuevas, Matthew Fillio, Jeffrey Glenar, David 
Height, Melissa North, Jeb Peterson, Tanya 
Scarpa, Lee-Ann Skowron, Erika Soules, 
Brendon Taylor, Stephen Todd and Richard 


Sgt. Peter Knight Receives Medal 


Tech. Sgt. 


LEE — 


Whitman. 


Grade 7: Susan Aldrich, Kate Bailey, Mat- 
thew Bunnell, Jason Clark, Robin Cody, Vale- 
tie Crouss, Michael DelSoldato, Bryn Gorm- 
ley, Jeffrey Guidice, Tanya Hawley, Michae 
Hebert, Jenna Hitchco, Amy Hunt, Michael 
Kalinowski, Barry March, Tanya Palmer, Sean 
Pleu, William Perusse, Lisa Puleri, Jason Riv- 
ers, James Schwab, Andrew Shaw, Jason 
Smith, Andria Southard and Eric Zanconato. 


Peter E. 


‘119 students gain honors at Lee Central School 


Grade 8: Emily Borsody, Sarah Bunnell 
Cristina Consolati, Laura Dignard, Kelly 
Doherty, Dawn Donnelly, Mindy Drury, 
Meghann Hawley, Alan Hebert, Patty Hedge, 
Jesse Horsford, Benjamin Hunter, Gregory 
Krupka, Michael Lenfest, Kristopher McDon- 
ough, John Mitchell, Kendra Pixley, Carolyn 
Qubeck, Laura Schneider, Chanda She- 
pardson, Kristen Shepardson, Andrea Smith, 
Heather Southard, Scott Walker and Jessica 
Wilcox. 


Ss 


The citation for the award reads 


Knight has been decorated with the 
Air Force Achievement Medal. 

Sgt. Knight, an air transportation 
supervisor, is married to the former 
Bonnie Dingman, daughter of Ber- 
nard J. and Genevieve Dingman of 
Rural Route 2. 


“For devotion to duty, outstanding 
technical skills and thorough 
knowledge of maintenance proce- 
dures that contributed to 485 combat 
sorties and 1076 hours flown over 
the hostile fire area of Iraq and 


Scholarships 


Lee Selectmen Seek Minutes" 


ate's 


Ruling Fr m 


| 7 

LEE—Theselee If 1a 
to hear from the Department of 
Revenue before they ask one 
more time for the Assessors to 
send them minutes that properly 
document their meetings. 

Joseph Castronova, founder of 
the Berkshire Alliance for Open 
Government, has been asking the 
selectmen for several months to 
send them copies of their min- 
utes. 

When they finally got the min- 
utes, they were incomplete and 
impossible to understand without 
further information. 

The selectmen finally sent a 
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AbN Le Pescaae regarding 


the incomplete minutes. Town 
Counsel Jerome Scully confirmed 
that the Assessors must provide 
the name of anyone who applies 
for a tax abatement and the 
amount of the abatement if it is 
granted. 

The letter the selectmen re- 
ceived on Dec. 14 was the latest in 


the ongoing situation. It was a © 
copy ofaletterthe Assessors Chair- | 
man William Derrick wrote to : 
DOR, askingwhether abatements, | 
which are discussed duringexecu- ' 


tive sessions, have to be included 
in the minutes. 


Kuwait.” 
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fb. sayle lid 
Voelker 


is 2nd in 
NorAm 


ski race 
Kim Schmidinger 


9th in comeback 


JACKSON, N.H. — USS. Ski 
Team member Heidi Voelker of 
Pittsfield, Mass., finished second 
and her former teammate Kim 
Schmidinger of Lee, Mass., made 
‘a strong showing in her comeback 
debut by finishing ninth yester- 
day in the first North American 
Championship Series race of the 
season, a giant slalom at Wildcat 
Mountain. 

Spain’s Ainhoa Ibarra Astelarra 
‘beat Voelker by .22 seconds to 
‘win yesterday’s two-run event. 
‘Ibarra Astelarra covered the 48- 
gate first run in one minute, 7.6 


as 


+ 
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seconds and had a total time of | 


2:14.93. 3 
Voelker, a two-time Olympic 
skier who had the fastest time 1n 
the second run (1:07.85), finished 
‘in 2:15.15. Melanie Turgeon of 
‘Canada was third in 2:15.53. 
Megan Brown of Brandon, Vt., 
finished fourth and Shannon 
Nobis of Park City, Utah, fifth in 
the field of 54 racers. 
Schmidinger, who sat out last 
‘season with a severe knee injury, 


‘announced her retirement, then 


‘decided to mount a comeback, 
‘was ninth yesterday in 2:19.75. 
That was two spots ahead of 10- 
year U.S. Ski Team veteran Kristi 
Terzian, who is also coming back 
from a knee injury. hy 
Both Voelker and Schmidinger 
lare expected to compete in to- 
day’s NorAm slalom at Attitash, 
N.H. ay 
Voelker, a slalom specialist, is 
competing in the NorAm circuit 
during a break in the World Cup 
schedule. Schmidinger’s sister, 
Krista, is scheduled to compete 
in a World Cup downhill tomor- 
row in Lake Louise, Alberta. 
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By Suzanne King 


LEE — Town officials agreed 
at the Dec. 14 selectmen’s meet- 


«ing that town roads could have 
|. been clearer during last weekend’s 
. snow storm, but none were quite 
..sure who should be held respon- 
sible. 


“I don't think anyone’s happy 
with the roads,” selectmen Chair- 
man Diane Roosa said during a 


‘joint meeting of the selectmen and 


the Board of Public Works. “At 
this point, everything that could 
be done, was done.” 

Department of Public Works 


| Have Been Cleaner 


Superintendent Peter Scolforo said 
the highway crew began salting, 
sanding and clearing the roads on 
Fri., Dec. 11, at 3:30 a.m. and 
continuéd throughout the week- 
end with only a few hours’ rest. 

“I don’t know if we could do 
anything differently,” Scolforo 
said, “it was snowing so hard.” 

But several citizens at the meet- 
ing questioned why roads in the 
neighboring towns of Lenox and 
Stockbridge were so much clearer 
than roads in Lee. 

“You can always tell very dis- 
tinctly where the Lee, Lenox line 
is,” Joseph Castronova said. “I 
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‘People question why 
our streets don't look 
like Lenox's streets 
that are plowed down 
to the pavement.’ 


—CHARLES O'NEILL, 
Town Representative 


know it was avery, very extensive 
storm, but what is Lee doing wrong 
if other towns (clear the roads to 
the pavement).” 
Neighboring Roads 
Town Representative Charles 


O'Neill also said Lee’s roads com- 
pared poorly with the roads in the 
neighboring communities. O'Neill 
said he had received numerous 
calls from people who wanted to 
know why Lee’s roads did not look 
like Lenox’s. 

“T’m not trying to be overly criti- 
cal of anyone,” O’Neill said, “that’s 
not the point. But people question 

| why our streets don’t look like 
Lenox’s streets that are plowed 
down to the pavement around the 

| schools.” 

“Tam not.the only one who has 

| heard negative comments,” O'Neill 
| added. 


Selectman John DeVarennes 
asked if the road crew would have 
done a better job if they had more 
money, but Scolforo said it is “not 
a matter of money.” 

Scolforo said a total of seven 
trucks had been out sanding and 
plowing the roads, including six 
town employees and one subcon- 
tractor. 

The department, which has 
been short staffed since last sum- 
mer, has been filling in the gaps 
by hiring private companies. 

BPW chairman David Parker 
said once the numbers are tallied 
from the cost of this snow storm, 


2 Recova \ieiIa PAY 


City & Town 


- 


the town will have a better idea of 
whether using subcontractors is 
more cost effective than hiring 
additional town employees. 
Complements 

But that, he said, would be a 
money issue, “not a manpower is- 
sue.” 

“The shortness of the crew is 
not an issue,” Parker said, “be- 
cause we had as much equipment 
and as many people as we would 
have last year.” 

In addition to the complaints, 
the selectmen read a number of 
statements from town officials and 
citizens who praised the shape of 
the town roads. 

Included were letters of thanks 
from police chief Edward Finnegan 
and school Superintendent Henry 
Zukowski. 


Lee Officials Concede Streets Could 


Lee Episcopal churches 
list Christmas services 


LEE — The Episcopal 
Churches of Lee have announced 
their schedule of Christmas serv- 
ices. 

On Christmas Eve, Dec. 24, a 
children’s service will begin at 
6:30 at St. George’s Church. The 
service will feature a Christmas 
play and music and family eu- 
charist. A carol service and festal 
eucharist will begin at 10:30 p.m. 
at St. George’s. 

A festal eucharist at the Church 
of the Good Shepherd in South 
Lee will be held on Christmas 
morning at 9. 

Services tomorrow with Holy 
Communion will be conducted at 


| 7 am. at St. George’s Church, 9 


a.m. at Church of the Good 


| Shepherd and 10:30 at St. 


George’s Church. Sunday school 
will be held at 9 a.m. at Church of 
the Good Shepherd and at 10 a.m. 
at St. George’s. 

The public has been invited to 
attend any of the worship serv- 
ices. In addition to the regular 
Sunday services, morning prayer 
will be held weekdays and Sat- 


| urdays at 7 a.m. at St. George’s. 


| 


By Dorothy W. Chapman 
Special to The Eagle 


LEE — A local woman said 
| yesterday she is still upset with 
| Western Mass. Electric Co. be- 
| cause workers disconnected her 
| power, leaving her home without 
| electricity for several hours 
| Monday, without notifying her. 
| Caroline Meyer Young of 508 
_Maple St. said she feels “other 
customers might be interested to 
know that their electric services 
| may be arbitrarily disconnected 
| without notification, even if the 
customers account is in excellent 
_ standing.” 

_ She said she has contacted 
| State Rep. Christopher Hodgkins, 
_D-Lee, to see what he can do 
| about the incident. 

But WMECO spokesman, Robin 
Brown said yesterday that the 


| cutoff was “a mistake — no doubt 
| 
| 


about it.” 

“We have apologized about it; 
we learned something from it and 
will take it as a lesson,” Brown 
said. 


Missed connections 


According to Young, the service 
box connected to her home was 
pulled away from the outside of 
her home Dec. 11 during the rag- 
ing snowstorm, but she still had 
power. 


She reported sagging wires to 
WMECO officials last Saturday 
morning — the earliest she said 
she could get a call through. But 
since she still had power, no ur- 
gency was apparently attached to 
her report. 

Monday afternoon, while she 
was at work, a WMECO crew 
checked her home. 

“They apparently made some 


repairs, but they also discon- 
nected the service and, when I 
returned home in the late after- 
noon, I had no electricity,” Young 
said. 

By that time, it was already 
dark. But, when she called the 
utility company, Young said she 
was told she would have to hire 
an electrician to reconnect the 
service. 

“They told me if they hadn’t 
disconnected the service, my 
house would have burned down, 
and that WMECO is not allowed 
to reconnect the services that 
they disconnect,” she said. 

“Considering that the situation 
had been allowed to linger for 
three days, I was skeptical about 
this explanation,” she continued. 
“However, they simply refused to 
restore my service and didn’t 
perceive any failure on their part 
for not informing me of their ac- 
tion in advance.” 

“It was terribly frightening, and 
i felt like I was in a desperate 


WMECO power cutoff irks Lee woman 


situation,” Young said. 


Brown said the damage was in 
the wire running up the side of 
the house, which belongs to the 
customer, adding that the com- 
pany is prevented by local regu- 
lations to connect power to a site 
where there is potential danger. 


“The mistake was that a note 
was not left informing the cus- 
tomers, as is the usual proce- 
dure,” Brown said. 


“We have had hundreds of 
cases like this, not only in the 
recent outage, but [in] others with 
very heavy damage, and we make 
every effort to let the customer 
know they need an electrician to 
reconnect,” Brown continued. 

“In this case,’ Brown added, 
“the customer wasn’t home and 
the crew should have left a note. 

“We’re really sorry this hap- 
pened; [we] have talked to the 
Youngs and tried to explain, and 
are taking action ‘so that it 
doesn’t happen again.” 
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classes 


Roof safety 
spurs shutdown 


By D.R. Bahlman 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Lee High School stu- 
dents in Grades 9 through 12 will 
not have classes Monday, Tuesday 
or Wednesday because of con- 
cerns over the safety of the school 
roof, Superintendent of Schools 
Henry T. Zukowski said last 
night. 

“A structural engineer and a 
representative of Architects Inc. 
looked over our roof and found 
that some braces that are locked 
into beams are bent or pulled 
away,” said the superintendent. 


“We don’t know the full extent of ; 


the damage.” 

Pittsfield school officials have 
expressed concern over roof 
conditions in that community due 
to the weight of heavy snow, but 
Zukowski said he did not know 
what may have caused the Lee 
damage. 

Zukowski said another engineer 
will travel to Lee today to consult 
with school officjals. However, it 
will take until Wednesday for the 
high school roof to be thoroughly 
checked out, he said. 

The results of today’s consulta- 
tion will determine whether ath- 
letic events planned for next 
week at the high school gymna- 
sium will go on as scheduled, said 
Richard Lenfest, the school’s di- 
rector of athletics. 

Games scheduled in the Lee 
High gym next week include a 
girls’ basketball game against 
Taconic High Monday night and a 
boys’ basketball game against 
Belchertown Wednesday night. If 
the games cannot be played as 
scheduled, Lenfest said there-will 
be discussion of whether to re- 
schedule them or move them to 
the visitors’ gymnasiums. 

Classes for Grades K through 8 
will be held as usual, and there 
will be no effect on transporta- 
tion for special education stu- 
dents who attend school outside 
the district, Zukowski said. 


Super 8 Motel 
will offer 


4 * > 
rooms at nn 


LEE — The Super 8 Motel, 128 
Housatonic St, has announced 
that it is participating in Super 8 
Motels’ 1992 Rooms at the Inn 
program. 

The motel will offer free ac- 
commodations on Christmas Eve 
to anyone visiting a friend or 
relative in a nursing home, vet- 
erans’ home, hospital or treat- 
ment center. 

Approximately 650 Super 8 Mo- 
tels nationwide will be taking 
part in the third annual Rooms at 
the Inn program. 

Advance registration is not re- 
quired, but reservations can be 
made by calling Superline, Super 
8’s toll-free reservation line, at 1- 
800-800-8000. 
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~ Schmidinge 


LAKE LOUISE, Alberta (AP) — | 


Krista Schmidinger of Lee, Mass., 
finished 13th yesterday in a 


}women’s World Cup downhill ski | 
race. 


Chantal Bournissen of Switzer- 


land sped through bitter cold and | 


a light dusting of snow as she won 
the downhill, just edging Katja 


’ Seizinger of Germany. 


Michaela Gerg Leitner, also of 
Germany, was third. 

Bournissen covered the course 
in one minute, 35.88 seconds. 
Seizinger was just an eyelash 
behind at 1:35.93 and Leitner fin- 
ished in 1:36.58. 

Schmidinger was the No. 2 U.S. 
skier in the race, finishing in 
1:37.73. Hilary Lindh led the U.S. 
contingent by finishing eighth in 
1:37.28. Among other U.S. Ski 
Team racers, Picabo Street was 
31st, Kate Monahan 41st and 
Edith Thys 47th. 

Canadian Kate Pace, the pre- 
race favorite after winning train- 
ing runs on Thursday and Friday, 
finished fifth. It was the second- 
best result of her career. 

The winner received $12,500, 
second place $7,500 and the third- 
place finisher received $5,000. 
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Monument 52, Lee 43 


SHEFFIELD — The Spartans 
had a nine-point lead at halftime 
(29-20) and finished winning by 
nine points. But in between there 
was a lot of back-and-forth action. 

Lee cut the margin to four 
points early in the second half. 
Monument, however, regrouped 
and built the lead to 13. Lee then 
made another run behind Jeff 
Puleri, who had all of his team- 
high 13 points in the second half. 
That surge cut the Monument 
lead to three points. 

The Spartans, though, road- 
blocked that Lee comeback and 
held on for the win. 

The Spartans had big nights 
from Ryan Lein (15 points), Jason 
Higgins (18 points, 12 rebounds) 
and John Gordon (11 points, 13 
rebounds). David Clark added 10 
points for Lee. i 
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Dee M. Reizel , 


is fiancee of |” Salt 
John D. Murry~ * 


LEE — Mr. and Mrs. Richard 
Retzel of East Center Street an- 
nounce the engagement of their 
daughter, Dawn Marie Retzel of 
Hudson, N.H., to John David 
Murry, also of Hudson. He is the 
son of Mr. and Mrs. Herschell 
Murry of Robin Willow Court, 
Dallas, Texas. 

A June 6 wedding is planned in 
St. Ann’s Church, Lenox. 

Miss Retzel is a senior software 
engineer at Digital. She received 
bachelor of science degrees in 
math and computer science from 
Purdue University in 1988. 

Mr. Murry, also a senior soft- 
ware engineer, graduated from 
Northeastern University in 1988 
with a bachelor of science degree 
in electrical engineering. 
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No rust is found 


in trusses at Lee High 


By Frank V. McCarthy 
Special to The Eagle 


LEE — Four-by-four timbers shored 
up portions of the ailing roof in two 
classrooms of Lee High School yester- 
day. After consulting with engineers over 
the weekend, school officials still do not 
know how big a problem they face. | 

Cancellation of classes this week for 
Grades 9-12 was announced Friday. And 
according to School Committee Chair- 
man Carol LePrevost, the annual 
Christmas concert scheduled yesterday 
and a Lee-Taconic High girls’ basketball 
game tomorrow had to be canceled as 
well. 

“Right now,” said Henry T. Zukowski, 
school superintendent, “we are on the 
assumption that Lee High will reopen on 
Jan. 4, as scheduled.” He added that the 
preliminary report on inspections under 
way at the school are not expected be- 
fore tomorrow. 


Tiles removed 


Yesterday, school custodians had re- 
moved the tiles and insulation from un- 
der the roof along both sides of the wall 
separating the music and art rooms. 
These two classrooms are in the north- 
east wing of the one-story building. A 
third classroom reportedly with a prob- 
lem roof is in the special-education area 
in the southeast wing. 

A three-man crew from Capital Mate- 
rials. Testing Inc. of Saratoga, N.Y., in- 
spected the underpinning of the roof in 
an effort to determine what has caused 
the metal tiles to buckle and how seri- 
ous the root cause is. 

The crew found no rust in the metal 
roof trusses, according to Scott Horton, 
structural engineer. He declined to 
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John D. Murry 
and Dawn M. Retzel 


Births i 
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David and Patricia Manchester 
Dashnaw, 125 Stoddard Ave., 
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Pittsfield, a son yesterday. 


Douglas Russell and Laurie 
Weyers, 42 Cloverdale St, Pitts- 
field, a daughter, Samantha Lee, 
Thursday. 
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@ LEE, from Bl 
yi speculate on the cause of the 
tee roblem. 

i School officials were alerted to 
the problem Friday when Charles 
O. DiNunzio, music teacher, was 
preparing for band practice 
; around 10 a.m. in a room opposite 
the cafeteria. He found a ceiling 
tile lying on the floor. 

DiNunzio informed custodian 

* Neil Merwin, who inspected the 
area from where the tile had 
fallen and observed “indenta- 
tions,” Zukowski said. The ad- 
ministration had the building 
emptied and classes were can- 
celed for the first three days of 
this week. The Christmas vaca- 
tion was set to begin Thursday. 

Zukowski said some of the 
trusses in the affected area ap- 
pear to be bending. 

There is a heavy load of snow 
on the roof, LePrevost said that 
removal of the snow in the af- 
| fected area was considered but 

that the technicians advised 

against it, at least until the cause 
of the problem and its serious- 
ness are known. She said removal 
of ceiling insulation to facilitate 
inspection had apparently caused 
the snow to melt quicker than it 
might otherwise. Water can be 
heard running in the roof drains. 
The roof is not reported to be 
| leaking. The waterproof surface 
on the roof was renewed 11 years 
ago with a product called Flagon, 
LePrevost said. 


Lee High School roo 


Lee High was built in 1961-62 
after the town approved a bond 
issue of $1.35 million. The 72,000- 
square-foot building of Maximlite 
architecture consists of four 
hexagonal classroom wings 
flanking a rectangular structure 
that contains the main entrance, 
offices and the gymnasium. 

The point of the hexagonal de- 
sign, as explained when the 
building was constructed, is that 
the closer a structure is to a cir- 
cle, the more square footage can 
be contained geometrically within 


ins ecte 


the 


a minimum of exterior wall. The 
hexagon also makes available a 
maximum of natural light. 


The building, which is. off 
Greylock Street directly east of 
the downtown area, is made of 
concrete blocks with an exterior 
veneer of red brick. Before it 
opened, Lee High School was 
housed in what is now Central 
School on High Street. 
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| Lee officials await 


verdict on school roof 


Students at Lee High School have been given an early 
Christmas vacation while school officials ponder what to 
do about the high school’s roof. 

Lee School Superintendent Henry T. Zukowski can- 
celed classes for grades nine through 12 this week after 
signs of roof damage were found on Friday. School vaca- 


_ tion was originally to have started on Thursday. 


Inspectors will provide a full assessment.of the situation 
the School Committee after the Christmas holiday, at 
which time the committee will decide what to do next, The 
superintendent says. 

"The time table of what we do will be based on the com- 


| pleted reort and discussions with the school committee," 


Zukowski says. 
The problem was discovered on Friday morning when a 
teacher noticed a ceiling tile on the floor in the music and 
| art areas of the building. Other potential problems were 
found in the special-education area in another wing of the 


| school. 


When the roof was inspected more closely, uneven ar- 
eas were found in the roof and some bending was noticed 
in the support trusses. To study the roof, sections of tile 
and insulation had to be removed. 

The roof was covered with a thick, heavy layer of snow 
from the recent storms. However, leaks from melting 
snow were thought not to be a cause of the problem. 

A team of experts from Capital Materials Testing Inc. of 
Saratoga Springs, N.Y., studied the building more closely 
to find the cause of the fallen tiles and to determine the 
condition of the structure and extent of needed repairs. 


Lee Church ready for next 100 years 


Lee First Congregational Church 


After two decades of fund raising, wood 
carving, coal-dust erasing, weatherproof- 
ing, painting and steeple-straightening, 
the renovation of the Lee First Congrega- 
tional Church is finally complete. 

The church will formally celebrate in 
June the 20-year project finished last 
month. The restoration cost a total of 
about $500,000 and should preserve the 
building for another 50-to-100 years, says 
the Rev. Walter S. Ryan, who is retired. 

Ryan started the project two years after 
he was called to the Lee church, where he 
discovered the interior plaster carvings 
had grayed and even blackened with age, 
steeple beams had shifted and holes in the 
walls near the pulpit revealed bare laths. 

“TJ don’t know how people could worship 
in a church with big holes in the walls,” he 
says. 

The project went through several 
phases, the first involving the great eras- 
ing. Under the direction of two preserva- 
tionists, Linda Tucker and Barbara Hor- 
ton, Lee High School students spent five 
weeks using rubber erasers to remove the 
accumulation of dirt and coal dust from 
from 12,000 square feet of the church inte- 
rior. 
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Straightening the steeple 

Yet-another phase was straightening 
the steeple, which was leaning 1.5 feet the 
east. 

“Architects said it was impossible,” 
Ryan says. 

The church paid $3,500 to Hill Engi- 
neering Inc., which examined every floor 
inside the spire and discovered how beams 
had decayed and shifted. Because existing 
machinery was unusable for the Lee 
church, jacks, lifts and clamps were specifi- 
cally designed for this job, which included 
weatherproofing the interior with metal so 
that a similar problem would not recur. 


During the restoration process, the 
building was placed on the National Regis- 
ter of Historic Places. This aided in in- 
creased funding. The church, for example, 
received grants from the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission for $27,000 and 
$45,000 for the work. But a stipulation was 
that the church must be restored to its 
original design, including the repair of the 
intricate Greek and Roman carvings. 


With some luck, Ryan says, the church 
discovered Ling Larsen, one of the few 
carvers skilled to do the work, who had re- 


cently moved to Lenox. He refurbished the 
woodwork with carvings from virgin pine, 
including 25 rosettes for the exterior. 


The first Lee Congregational Church 
was built in 1780 and used for both town 
government and worship services. But 20 
years later, in one of the first local examples 
of separation of church from state, a new 
church was built. 


That building burned down in 1857, in a 
fire so hot that the church bell melted, 
Ryan says. The church members remelted 
and cast the bell metal into ingots and sold 
them to raise money for the new church, 
which stands at the south end of Main 
Street today. 


A major contributor to the recent resto- 
ration of the building was the Hyde Family 
of Buffalo, N.Y. The project was overseen 
by co-chairmen Ryan and John Arnold of 
the Church Historic Preservation Com- 
mittee, an ecumenical group which in- 
cluded representatives from St. Mary’s 
Roman Catholic Church and St. George’s 
Episcopal Church. Also involved in the 
project was the Rey. Mary Moschella- 
Clark, the congregation’s current pastor. 


™ 
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Company to increase 
number of channels, 
upgrade technology 


Instead of frantically pressing their re- 
mote-control buttons to see what’s on the 
tube, Berkshire Century Cable viewers 
can now simply turn to Channel 27, where 
an electronic program schedule called Pre- 
vue Guide was added this month. 

That’s just one of the changes Century 
subscribers will see as a result of a new 10- 
year contract recently signed with the four 
communities served by Century. Inde- 
pendent of the contract, Century is also 
upgrading its technical facilities. 

As regulated local monopolies, cable 
companies must periodically negotiate 
contracts with the communities where 
they operate. In September, Century 
Berkshire -- one of 55 systems operated by 
Century Communications of New Ca- 
naan, Conn. -- finished writing a new 10- 
year contract with the 10-member citizens 
advisory committee representing the 
towns of Lee, Lenox, Stockbridge and 
Great Barrington. 


The negotiations were long and hard but - 


both sides say they are basically satisfied 
with the results. “Despite the frustrations 
of two years Of negotiations and some hos- 
tility that arose, we did very well,” said 
Warren Syer, chairman of the four-town 
cable-advisory committee. ‘“Everything’s 


a compromise but all the things we wanted 
from Century we got in some form.” 

* Phil Hopkins, general manager of Cen- 
tury Berkshire, also sees it as a manageable 
compromise. “We had to make some con- 
cessions but in the long run it was worth it to 
us to meet the needs of the towns as seen by 
the members (of the cable committee),” 
said Hopkins. 

One of the most noticeable effects will 
not be felt by the estimated 7,000 homes 
that now subscribe to Century or by its 
other commercial customers. Instead, it 
will affect people who have been unable to 
receive cable television because they live 
on the many thoroughfares yet to be served 
by Century. 

The new contract requires Century to 
extend its network of service lines to in- 
clude all sections of the four towns by the 
end of 1995. 

After initial resistance, Century agreed 
to speed up its line-extension project at the 
insistence of the advisory committee. “We 
had wanted more time to reach universal 
service,” said Hopkins. “But completing 
this will be good for us too. Once it’s done, 
it’s done. And we certainly want people 
who can’t currently receive cable service to 
become subscribers as soon as possible.” 

More programming 

Century subscribers will also receive a 
greater variety of programming. The new 
contract requires Century to increase the 
total number of channels to at least 53, by 
adding one non-premium program service 
by February and three more by August. 


w contract extends Centur 


Legally, the cable company is able to 
decide on its own exactly what program 
Services it will carry (although the cable 
committee pushed for the addition of Pre- 
vue Guide as a special service). Hopkins 
said the company is now studying which 
new cable services it will add to meet this 
requirement. 

The contract also requires Century to 
install the equipment to convert to stereo 
reception of satellite networks by 1997. 
Currently, subscribers can receive stereo 
signals only from standard-broadcast sta- 
tions, while satellite networks are received 
in mono. Hopkins said this conversion will 
be done in phases, starting with about six 
networks changed to stereo in 1993. 

Independent of the contract, Century is 
also undertaking a major technical over- 
haul. The company is moving its satellite- 
reception dishes from atop Butternut Ski 
Area in Great Barrington to a central tech- 
nical facility on state Route 102 in South 
Lee. It is also upgrading its equipment and 
integrating fiber-optic technology. 

“The result will be a better signal to sub- 
scribers and it will reduce the possibility of 
breakdowns because fewer amplifiers and 
less distance are involved,” said Hopkins. 
He added that Century is also installing 12 
standby power supplies at various points to 
enable the cable system to continue oper- 
ating if regular electric power has failed. 

Local and school programming 


The new contract also mandates con-— 
tinuing support and expansion of local 
community programming, and helping 


y Cable's 
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schools to receive outside educational 
programming, produce their own pro- 
grams and use other video-educational 
technology. 

Century has made to the communities a 
$100,000 initial grant and will make an- 
other $40,000 grant by August 1994 for 
studios and equipment for local-program 
production. 

From this $140,000, each of the four 
public-school systems is eligible to receive 
an initial $5,000 plus a subsequent $2,500. 

Century is also required to pay an addi- 
tional ongoing franchise fee equal to 3 per- 
cent of its annual gross revenues to cover 
the operating costs of local programming. 
And if additional money is raised locally, 
Century must match these contributions 
or grants up to an additional 0.5 percent of 
its revenues. 

Community Television of the Southern 
Berkshires (the organization that over- 
sees local-access television) is building a 
new production studio at Century’s South 
Lee plant as a focal point for local program- 
ming. 

The contract also requires Century to 
provide at least three remote sites capable 
of originating live broadcasting from each 
town. These will likely include remotes in 
each town hall and studios in local schools. 

Under the contract, 100 percent of the 
classrooms in Century’s service area must 
be wired to receive cable by the end of 10 
years. 

Rate hikes and discounts 
One impending change will be less wel- 


Sports 
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Kim Schmidinger 6th in NorAm GS 


CARRABASSETT VALLEY, 


Maine (AP) — Kim Schmidinger 
of Lee, Mass., continued her suc- 
cessful ski comeback yesterday, 
placing sixth in a North Ameri- 
can Championship Series giant 
slalom race at Sugarloaf. 

Carrie Sheinberg, returning to 
the mountain where she started 
skiing, won the first run and held 
on for the victory. 

Americans took the first seven 
places. 

Sheinberg, a slalom specialist 
who has had considerable trouble 
over the years stretching out into 
giant slalom, had a two-run time 
of 1 minute, 34.07 seconds to 
nudge Shannon Nobis of Park 
City, Utah. Nobis was runner-up 
in 1:34.19 with Karen Kendall of 
Silverthorne, Colo., third in the 
field of 61 skiers. 


Schmidinger, 22, who missed 


Ski Racing 


last season because of a knee 
injury, was sixth yesterday in 
1:35.23. She had placed ninth 
Thursday in her NorAm debut, a 
giant slalom at Wildcat. 

Brett Batchelder, the U.S. 
coach, said he was pleased with 
the strong showing by his team 
against a field made up mostly of 
Canadians and several Japanese 
after several 
home. 


4 


Europeans went | 


The NorAm races conclude to- 
day at Sugarloaf with a super-G. 


Lee High I 


roof weak 


| in three 


locations 


By D.R. BahIman 
and Frank V. McCarthy 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — Most of the underpin- 
ning of the Lee High School roof 
has been tested and pronounced 
sound, except for three areas in} 
which major structural failures 

| were found, school officials said | 
yesterday. 

During a tour of the school 
yesterday afternoon, Superin-, 
tendent of Schools Henry T. Zu- 
kowski and James D. Gralla, ad- 
ministrator of buildings and| 
grounds, pointed out three loca- 
tions where repairs are now} 
known to be necessary. | 

One of the areas is just inside 
the main entrance near the tro-| 
phy cases. Another is along the 
wall that separates the special- 
education resource room from| 
the home economics room, and | 
the third area is along the wall 
that separates the art room from 
the music room. 


Repairs at main 
entrance to start 
immediately. Other 
spots to be sealed 
off until repairs 
completed. 


come by subcribers. “We 
are expecting a rate in- 
crease in 1993, although we 
don’t know by how much,” 
said Hopkins. 

Nationwide, the cable 
industry is in flux. Until 
now, local communities 
have been unable to regu- 
late specific cable rates. 
New cable legislation 
passed by Congress this 
autumn is expected to im- 
pose greater rate regula- 
tion but no one knows ex- 
actly what form that will 
take. “Right now the situ- 
ation is very murky,” said 
Hopkins. ‘‘Everyone is 
waiting for the Federal 
Communications Com- 
mission to clarify the new 
legislation, probably in 
April.” 

But during contract ne- 
gotiations, the local cable 
committee was able to push 
Century to include several 
new ways for subscribers to 
ease the bite of their cable 
bill. 

Under the new contract, 
people receiving Medicaid 
are eligible for a 25 percent 
discount on their basic 
cable rate. Also, any sub- 
scriber who chooses to pay 
for an entire year of service 
in advance will receive a 
month of free service. 

In addition, people with 
cable converters who buy 
and use a universal remote- 
control device from a store 
(instead of using the Cen- 
tury-supplied remote con- 
trol) can now reduce their 
monthly converter-rental 
fee. 
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The steel trusses supporting the 
roof in the latter two areas are 
now shored up with four-by-four- 
inch timbers braced with two-by- 
fours. 

Zukowski said yesterday that 
while he hopes to be able to stick 
to the school’s scheduled reopen- 
ing date of Jan. 4, it is by no 
means certain that he can. 

Repairs to the roof just inside 
the main entrance are to begin 
today, and, after a break for 
Christmas, will resume on Sat- 
urday and continue 24 hours a 
day until completed, the superin- 
tendent said. 

Zukowski said he hopes that 
once that work is done and ap- 
proved, state and local building 
inspectors will allow the building 
to be reopened. 

The other two areas will be 
sealed off until their roofs can be 
repaired, and Zukowski said yes- 
terday that plans now call for 
home economics classes to be 
bused to the nearby Lee Central 
School, where there is an “excel- 
lent” home economics laboratory. 

Classes that occupy the other 
areas can be relocated within the 
high school, the superintendent 
said. 

He cautioned, however, that 
employees of Capital Materials 
Testing Inc. of Ballston Spa, AYSY 4 
the firm hired to examine the 
entire roof, were only two-thirds 
of the way through their task yes- 
terday, and that other problems 
may come to light. 

The firm’s report is due by the 
end of next week, said Zukowski, 
and it will then be up to archi- 
tects, engineers and building in- 
spectors to decide what measures 
to take. 
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Four-by-four timbers have bee 


This is the music room. 


This is Lee High School, which is located on Greylock Street. 


Photos by Frank V. McCarthy 


n used to shore up the Lee High School roof in two locations. 


Weak spots found in 3 places; 
Lee High inspection continues 
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No cost estimates are available 
yet, and Zukowski and Gralla 
both refused to comment on 
speculation that the weight of 
snow may have caused the dam- 
age to the roof. 

“Everyone who knows me will 
tell you that I never give an 
opinion on anything without get- 
ting sound advice first,” Zukowski 
said. 

The building’s insurer, the 
Massachusetts Interlocal Insur- 
ance Association of Cambridge, 
dispatched an adjuster to look 
over the building, and the Pitts- 
field-based construction firm of 
Peter Francese & Sons Inc. in- 
stalled the shoring that is sup- 
porting the roof in the affected 
areas. 

The company also will help 
carry out whatever repairs are 
needed, Zukowski said. 

Besides Francese and CMT, 
other firms involved are Archi- 
tects Inc. of Northampton, Barry 


Architects Inc. of Pittsfield, and 
Berkshire Bridge & Iron Co. of 
Dalton. 

The problem surfaced last 
Friday when music teacher 
Charles 0. DiNunzio found a steel 
ceiling tile lying on the floor in 
the music room. DiNunzio 
brought it to the attention of Neil 
Merwin, a custodian, who noticed 
the bending trusses when he tried 
to replace the tile in the ceiling. 


School Committee Chairman 


Carol E. LePrevost said yesterday 
that Merwin deserves much 
credit for checking the trusses 
before replacing the tile. Had he 
not done so, she said, the prob- 
lem might have gone undetected. 


Built in 1961-62, the school was 
designed by the now-defunct ar- 
chitectural firm of Wagner & 
Sullivan. The general contractor 
was the firm of Aquadro & Cer- 
ruti of Springfield. 
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Town 


New donations | 


of $712 swell - 


Laliberte Fund | 


LEE — Contributions continue 
to pour in to the Laliberte Toy 
Fund, which as of yesterday to- 
taled $5,909. The goal for this 
year’s fund was $4,000. 

A record 125 children under age 
10 from Lee, South Lee, Lenox 
Dale and Tyringham benefited 
from the fund this year. 

Topping the list of new dona- 
tions are two $100 gifts, one from 
Jay M. Carberry and Bunnell Auto 
Parts, the other from Lisa, Chris, 
Doug, Greg and Sarah in memory 
of Fran Shields. 

Donations to the fund, which 
was founded in 1958 by the late 
Adelard “Eddie” Laliberte, a 
longtime Lee police officer, will 
be accepted until Dec. 31. 

The latest gifts: 


Merry Christmas 
In lieu of cards: 


Lee High School student council, 


students, faculty $$. -%% 
Gert Ford 5 
Jamie and Justin McFarlane 20 
Lisa's Coal Fund 20 


A Friend 5 


Joan and Hank Zukowski 25 
The staff at Hillcrest Health Center 

of Lee 35 
Jay M. Carberry and Bunnell Auto 

Parts 100 
Bob and Diane Gaul 10 

In memory of: 

Fran Shields from Lisa, Chris, 

Doug, Greg and Sarah 100 
Bevins, Ford, Forgarty and Scol- 

foro families from Gert Ford 10 
A Great Mom and Gram and 

Brother Billy 10 
David Bailey from his Aunt 25 
Grandpa, Uncle Martin and Annie, 

Love Bart, Joanna, Kate and 

Danny 15 
Tommy Sullivan from “The Old 

Gang” 30 
Our Aunt Karen Stedman love 

from Sean, Matt, Brian, Kevin 10 
Nono, Mimi, Pepe Jared and 

Justin Biasin 30 
Barry from Tim 5 
Mary, Mickey, Bob, Gladys and 

Joe from the Thursday Night 

Pitch League 50 
My husband, Dominic Biasin 10 
Our dad, Dominic Biasin, from his 

children 30 
Frank from Marion 20 
Dolly Passetto, Gramma and 

Grampa Gramkowski and Nuna 

Passetto from their loving family 50 
All our relatives and friends, Olga 

and Louis Petersoli 15 
Darren Hitchcock and David Bel- 

anger from Eric Svenson 10 

Today's total $ 712 

Total to date $5,909 

Amount over goal $1,909 


Great BARRINGTON, MASSACHUSETTS 


At their home in South Lee are Bruce, Tara, Vanessa, 
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Melissa (with her son Dacian Forfa) and Shaundra Beavers, 


Photo by Suzanne King 
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For Beavers, This Is a Special Christmas 


By Suzanne King 


LEE — The Beavers were 
expecting this to be a tough 
Christmas, even before a bullet 
left Teresa Beavers close to 
death in the intensive care unit 
at Fairview Hospital. 

“We were going to just do 
Christmas for other people this 
year,” Bruce Beavers, explained 
during a Dec. 21 interview at 
his family’s South Lee home. 

The family had planned to 


donate the presents they could 
afford to the Salvation Army. 
Rather than having a big celebra- 
tion of their own, they had decided 
to spend Christmas volunteering 
at St. Stephen’s Kitchen, a soup 
kitchen in Great Barrington. 
Since Bruce lost his job at the 
Kolburne School last year, money 
has been tight forthe Beavers, but 
after Teresa Beavers was criti- 
cally wounded during the Dec. 14 
shooting rampage at Simon’s Rock 
College, financial worries became 


very secondary, Bruce said, and, 
“we all realized how much we have 
to be thankful for.” 

A week ago, Bruce and his four 
daughters were not sure their wife 
and mother would even make it to 
the next day. Now, the doctors say 
they will move Teresa out ofinten- 
Sive care and to a regular hospital 
room by Christmas Eve. 

“We're just so thankful she’s 
alive this Christmas,” Bruce said. 

The Beavers’ oldest daughter 
Melissa said she can tell her mother 


Special Christmas for the Beavers 
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because there was no reason to 
think there would ever be any dan- 


ger. 


She was in the security booth 


story has brought attention from | 
all over the Northeast, but espe- 
cially in South County. 


The family has been astonished 


at the amount of help they have 


is feeling better because she has 
started “worrying and complain- 
ingaboutjust about everything.” 
“She was complaining that 
she needed to get a haircut yes- 
terday,” Melissa laughed. 
Teresa had taken a night job 
as a security guard at Simon’s 
Rock three months ago to help 
make ends meet. She did not 
carry a gun and was not really 
trained as a guard, Bruce said, 


Continued on A15 


talking on the phone with Bruce 
on that Monday night when Wayne 
Lo allegedly confronted her with 
an assault rifle. 
Outpouring of Help 

Teresa casually told her hus- 
band to hang on while she tried to 
find out what was going on. Bruce 
said he could hear the gun go off 
fromthe other end of. the phone... 

He knew what had happened 
when he heard his wife calling for 
help. 

The Beavers’ heart wrenching 


received, even from complete 
strangers. 

Everything from anonymous | 
bags of groceries left on their back 
stoop to homemade get-well cards 
for Teresa to much needed finan- 


cial help has come from all over, 
Bruce said. 


According to Eugene Hannon 
--of Great Barrington Savings Bank, 
an account that was opened for 
the Beavers at the bank on Dec. 18 
had already received some 20 do- 
nations by Dec, 22. 
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Spare Spac 


LEE — The Board of Public 
Works has rejected as too low bids 
submitted to buy the remaining 
space in the town’s landfill, Town 
Administrator Frank Abbondanzio 
said on Dec. 21. 

“We will have to look for an- 
other alternative that will be more 
cost effective,” Abbondanzio said. 

The town voted to close the land- 
fill to the public last year. 

It was hoped to generate 
enough revenue to pay the cap- 
ping costs by selling the remain- 
ing space to a private vendor. 


According to Abbondanzio the 


| highest bid, for $20 a ton, would 
| have only generated about 
$450,000 over one year. 

The cost of closing the landfill, 
which, according to state law must 
be complete by next year, is esti- 
mated to be $1.1 million. 
|  Abbondanzio said the state is 
very close to approving as a cap- 
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ee Rejects Bids to Buy 
ein Landfill 


ping material industrial sludge 
from the Erving Paper Mill, in 
Franklin County, which might be 
a viable, less expensive alterna- 
tive to clay, the usual capping 
material. 

The town has also talked to 
Mead Paper Mill about using its 
sludge for capping the landfill, but 
since it is a long way from being 
approved, Abbondanzio said, the 
Erving Paper Mill sludge, may be 
a a better option. 

Since many communities will 
probably look at using the Erving 
Paper Mill sludge, Abbondanzio 
said, “I think it’s important that 
we get in line in case the Mead 
option doesn’t work out.” 

Using clay as a capping mate- 
rial would cost about $100,000 an 
acre, Abbondanzio said, while us- 
ing industrial sludge would cost 
“much, much less.” 
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David M. Tyer 
LEE — David M. Tyer, 39, of 71 
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Lee Examines 
School's Roof 
Snow Damage 


LEE — School officials will not 
know the extent of damage heavy 
snow may have caused the high 
school’s roof structure until an 
engineer’s report is complete, 
school Superintendent Henry es 
Zukowski said on Dec. 22, but the 
inspection has left no tile unturned, 
he said. 

Zukowski, who expected to re- 
ceive the report from Capital Ma- 
terial Testing of Balston Spa, DAY; 
by late in the day on Dec. 23, said 
until the report is released, no de- 
cisions will be made. 

He said he had gone to the high 
school on Dec. 22 and seen that 
inspectors had taken down most 
ceiling tiles. 

“(The engineers) are not only 
looking at (each section ofthe roof),” 
he said, “they are testing te 
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| Lee High senior 
is winner of DAR 


citizenship award 


LEE — Lee High School senior 
_ Karen Scheurer, daughter of 
| Roger and Denise Scheurer of 
| Fairview Street, has been pre- 
| sented with the Austunnoog 
| chapter of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution’s Good Cit- 
izen Award. 
| Scheurer is a member of the 
peer education and peer coun- 
seling programs. She is a four- 
year member of the National 
| Honor Society and received high 
honors for each of her four years 
, in high school. She is active on 
the softball and ski teams, and 
was a member of the math team 
and the New England and Na- 
| tional math leagues. 
| She is a member of the student 
| council and was chosen Student 
Government Day delegate this 
year. She also received the Wil- 
liams College Book award. 
Scheurer works part time at 
McClelland’s Drug Store in Lee 
and is considering attending 
Wheaton College in Norton or 
Worcester Polytechnic Institute 
next year. 


/ Glenn Road, Jamaica Plain, for- 


merly of Lee, died yesterday at 
his home after suffering an ap- 


| parent heart attack. 


Born in Pittsfield on July 18, 


| 1953, son of William F. Tyer Jr. 


| 
| 
| 


and Frances Tuohy Tyer, he grew 
up in Lee and was a 1972 gradu- 
ate of Lee High School. 

Mr. Tyer had worked for 
Friendly Ice Cream Restaurants 
for many years, locally from 1972- 
78, then transferring to Glenville, 
N.Y., and living in the Albany 
area. He also had been employed 
by various other restaurants in 
that area. He moved to Boston in 
1984 and worked in the food serv- 
ice department at the Ritz Carl- 
ton and later the Four Seasons 
Hotel there. For the past three 
years he had worked in the food 
service department at Keystone 
Insurance Co. in Boston. 

Besides his parents of Lee, he 
leaves three brothers, Thomas W. 
Tyer and James F. Tyer, both of 
Lee and William F. Tyer Ill of 


Pittsfield, and three sisters, Mrs. 


Mary Tyer Kelly of Lee, Mrs. 
Kathleen A. Burns of East 
Greenbush, N.Y., and Miss Jane 
E. Tyer of Pittsfield. 


The funeral will be tomorrow at 


9:15 from Kelly Funeral Home 
with a Liturgy of Christian Burial 
| at 10 at St. Mary’s Church. Burial 

will be in St. Mary’s Cemetery. 

Calling hours at the funeral 

, home will be today from 2 to 4 
\ and 7 to 9. 

In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations may be made to St. 
Mary’s Church in care of the fu- 
neral home. 
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Berkshire Medical Center 
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Snow Damage 
To Lee's Roof 
Under Studies 


Continued from Al 


early for winter vacation and can- 
celed all scheduled activities on 
Dec. 18 after a teacher noticed a 
| fallen ceiling tile. 
On first inspection, engineers 
found that some braces were bent 
| and pulling away from the beams, 
| Zukowski said. 

The decision was immediately 
made to close the school for Dec. 
21-23, the three days remaining 
before winter vacation. 

Francese and Sons of Pittsfield 
has already shored up the places 
of the ceiling where problems were 
immediately found, the superin- 
tendent said. 

The damage is believed to have 
been caused by the heavy snow 
that fell on the roof over Dec. 11. 

Besides classes, several ath- 
leticevents scheduled at the school 
were also canceled for fear of the 
roofs safety. 


| School officials closed the school 
| 
| 
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Lee town cénsus. 
slated in January 


LEE — Town Clerk Patricia B. 
\Carlino has announced that the 
1993 census will be conducted 
j\during January. 

All residents have been urged 
to cooperate with census takers 
as required by law and the town 
/elerk’s office asks all residents to 
keep their dogs restrained. The 

/information gathered will be re- 
| flective of residence as of Jan. 1. 

| District census workers. in- 
clude: Susan Cahalan, District 1; 
Marion Carrington, District 2; Bill 
Morrissey, District 3; Ted and 
Sheila Collins, District 4; Lena 
Vand and Jodi Moran, District 


- 
> 


5, and Glenda Baczek, District 6. 
More information may be ob- 

tained by calling the town clerk’s 

office at 243-5505. ,2/249 (7 2 
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Town financial report 

may be viewed in Lee 
LEE — Town Accountant Mary 


“~Lou Dadak has announced that 


iw 
| 


Schedule A of the town’s 1992 
financial report has been com- 
, pleted. Copies are available for 


4 ha public review at the Lee Library 

Se and the town clerk’s office. 

z Schedule A presents a total fi- 

-\ jp Nancial picture of the town dur- 
ye fiscal 1992, which ended June 


*\“ 30. Every Massachusetts town has 


to prepare such a report for 


submission to the state, Dadak 
said. 
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Sports 


PHS girls hold off Lee, 52-51 


Marissa Mendonsa came off the 
bench and sank the winning free 
throw with about five seconds 
remaining as Pittsfield High held 
off Lee 52-51 last night and re- 
mained the county’s only un- 
defeated girls’ basketball team. 

“We beat a very good tearfi, but 
we've still got a ways to go,” PHS 
coach Tony Simonelli said during 
a post-game celebration. 

The game was played at Lenox 
High because of repair work at 
Lee High School. 

In last night’s other Berkshire 
County league action, Wahconah 
beat Drury 60-29, Hoosac Valley 
downed St. Joseph’s 70-37 and 
Mount Greylock outscored Mount 
Everett 34-20. 

In non-league games, Monu- 
ment Mountain clobbered Chat- 
ham 56-18 in the consolation game 
of the Nauset Holiday Festival 
and McCann Tech fell 47-39 to 
Wilmington, Vt. 


Pittsfield 52, Lee 51 


LENOX — The Generals fell 
behind 21-9 midway through the 
first half last night, and things 
were looking bleak. 

“T- called time out, and told 
them one of the things we were 
doing was giving points away,” 
Simonelli said. “We were running 
ragged, and that’s a tribute to 
their defense, but we were turn- 
ing the ball over too much.” 

The Generals responded with a 
16-4 run that led to a 25-25 half- 
time tie. 

“When we came to the realiza- 
tion that we could beat them, it 
started to click” Simonelli said. 

Pittsfield kept up the pressure 
in the second half and led 51-45 
with about two minutes remain- 
ing. Allison Forfa then drilled a 
three-point bomb for the Wild- 
cats, and Sarah Blaisdell followed 
with another to tie the game with 
about 30 seconds remaining. 

Mendonsa, a sharpshooter from 
the foul line who was called off 
the bench with about a minute 
left, drew a foul as she drove to 
the basket. She hit one of two foul 


Girls’ Basketball 


Overall records in 
NORTHERN DIVISION 
L Pet. GB 
Pittsfield (5-0) ...... 01.000 - 
Wahconah (4-2) 01.000 - 
Mt. Greylock (5-1) 01.000 - 
Monument (5-1) 01.000 % 
Taconic (1-2) .. 1 500 1% 
Hoosac Valley (2-3) ... ex 1 500 1% 
SOUTHERN DIVISION 
L Pct. GB 
Lee (3-2) 11.000 - 
McCann Tech (0-5) ... 0 .000 1 
Mt. Everett (1-3) 3 .000 2 
St. Joseph's (0-5 3 .000 2 
Drury (0-6) . 3 000 2 
Lenox (1-4) 3 000 2 


Yesterday's Games 
Monument Mountain 56, Chatham 18 
Wahconah 60, Drury 29 
Pittsfield 52, Lee 51 
Wilmington 47, McCann 39 
Hoosac Valley 70, St. Joseph's 37 
Mt. Greylock 34, Mt, Everett 20 


shots, and Lee was short on a 
desperation shot at the buzzer. 

“Marissa is a captain and one 
of my best foul shooters, so I had 
a pretty good idea she’d get at 
least one of the two shots,” Sim- 
onelli said. 

Stephanie Ladley and freshman 
Kristy Conyers led the Generals 
with 12 points each and Angela 
O’Connor added 11. That was 
perfect, according to Simonelli. 

“T told the girls before the 
game that if we were going to 
win, it would have to be a team 
effort — we couldn’t look for 
somebody to score 30 points,” he 
said. “I’m more than pleased with 
my kids.” 

Blaisdell had an outstanding 
game for the Wildcats with 18 
points, seven rebounds and nine 
steals. Kelsey Scarpa added 15 
points (13 in the second half), 
eight steals and six rebounds. 
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Lee gets helping hands 
from Monument, Lenox 


By Tony Dobrowolski 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


Never let it be said that Berkshire County athletic directors 
are not generous. In the true spirit of the Christmas season, 
they have helped Lee Athletic Director Dick Lenfest in his time 
of need. 

The Wildcat boys’ and girls’ basketball teams have been 
unable to play in their gym during Christmas break because the | 
school has been closed while the roof is being fixed. Monument 
Mountain allowed Lee’s teams to play games in their gym last 
week. 

This week, it’s been Lenox’s turn. The Lee girls hosted 
Pittsfield at Lenox last night, and the Wildcat boys’ team plays 
the Generals there tonight. 

Lenfest said he approached Monument and Lenox because 
they are the schools closest to Lee. 

“We just wanted to go somewhere fairly close,” Lenfest said. 
“We didn’t want to go all Monument because it was a burden on 
their team. We went to the two closest schools and asked if it 
was possible, and they were very gracious in letting us do that.” 

The Lee girls’ home game with Smith Academy Saturday has 
tentatively been rescheduled to Saturday, Jan. 9, at Lee. Len- 
fest said the date has been changed because “they’re shooting 
to get us back to Lee by then.” 

“We should know for sure by the end of the week,” said 
Lenfest of the scheduling change. 
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Locker Room’s 
future in hands 
of Lee planners 


By Ellen G. Lahr 
Berkshire Eagle Staff 


LEE — The Locker Room 
sports bar’s future will be de- 
cided next month when the 
Planning Board considers 
whether to grant the business a 
special permit — a permit that 
should have been obtained before 
the bar opened in August 1991. 

The Locker Room’s retroactive 
application for a special permit 
has been scheduled for a hearing building inspector, Robert W. 


A hearing on the 
bar’s retroactive 
application for a 
permit will be 
Tuesday. 


Tuesday, Jan. 5, at 8 p.m. in Town 
Hall. 

The Main Street bar has been 
at odds with neighbors and with 
the town almost since its opening, 
with complaints about parking 
problems, patron problems and 
building code violations, 

The Tristany family, which sold 
the property to the proprietors in 
1991 and continues to live next 
door, has maintained an ongoing 
confrontation with the bar and is 
suing both the business and the 
ae over violations of zoning by- 
aws. 


Needed special permit 


Marguerite Tristany’s persis- 
tence has forced the town to ac- 
knowledge it had taken a rather 
casual approach to building code 
compliance there, had prema- 
turely issued a liquor license and 
had failed to ensure enough 
parking. 

And finally, an outside lawyer 
hired by the town determined 
this fall that the bar owners 
should have been required to 
apply for a special permit prior 
to opening. 

Owner Donald Lucy and his 
lawyer contended that the town 


Lester, failed to advise them that 
they needed a special permit 
when they began discussions 
about opening the bar in 1991. 

Lester has said he did not be- 
lieve a special permit was re- 
quired. 

Attorney Dennis Downing’s 
Opinion that a special permit was 
needed threw into question a 
number of other Main Street 
businesses that have expanded or 
changed use in past years. The 
implication was that they, too, 
would have to seek special per- 
mits retroactively. 

The confusion over the special 
permit requirement prompted 
Town Counsel Jerome Scully to 
draft a zoning bylaw amendment 
that would eliminate the need for 
a special permit when a business 
changes from one permitted use 
to another in a non-conforming 
building, as long as parking re- 
quirements are met. 

Although the amendment would 
not save The Locker Room from 
the special permit requirement, it 
would prevent other businesses. 
from having to go through the 
same process, said Scully. 

He said the proposed amend- 
ment “clears up the gray area.” 
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Rampage at Simon’s Rock 


imon’s Rock 


eee Be Nie oS 
Craig F. Walker / Berkshire Eagle Stat 


‘|District Attorney Gerard D. Downing shows fatigue while waiting for arraignment to begin. The press corps is in the background. 


